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CATALOGUE OF COINS 


(continued) 


BASIL 1 the Macedonian 
24 September 867 - 29 August 886 
Formally from 26 May 866 


Colleagues: Constantine (November 867/February 868 - 3 September 879) 
Leo VI (from 6 January 870) 
Alexander (from September/November 879) 


BackGROUND AND CHRONOLOGY 


Basil’s independent reign' began on 24 September 867, the morning of the murder 
of Michael III, when the Prefect of the City was charged with the delicate task of informing 
a startled public that Basil was now sole emperor. The dynasty which he founded endured 
for nearly two centuries. If Byzantine successes during this period owed much to the 
members of other great families—Romanus I Lecapenus, Nicephorus II Phocas, John I 
Zimisces—who linked themselves by marriage to the Macedonian house, Basil’s own 
achievements, especially in view of his background, cannot be overlooked. His usurpation 
was precipitated by a lively fear of being set aside through a whim of his capricious 
benefactor, but it coincided with the public interest, for a prolongation of Michael III's 
reign could only have been disastrous for the Empire. Basil took his responsibilities 
seriously and proved in almost every respect an admirable sovereign. He died on 29 August 
886,t after a reign of nearly twenty years, as a result of a hunting accident. 

Basil’s three sons Constantine, Leo (VI), and Alexander were at various times 
associated with him on the throne, a fourth son, Stephen, being reserved for an 
ecclesiastical career. His relationship to them is important for an understanding of the 
coinage, and indeed for an understanding of much else in his reign, for, while he detested 
Leo, he was devoted to Constantine. He was rendered almost inconsolable by the latter's 
carly death, and, as Ostrogorsky has observed, passed the last years of his life in a state 
of deep mental depression. 


1 Besides the classic work of A. Vogt, Basile Fer (Paris, 1908), it is necessary for the chronol 
details to consult a number of articl Adontz, ‘‘La portée historique de Yoraison fandbre de 
Basile Ter par son fils Léon VI le Sage,” Byzantion, 8 (1933), 501-33; V. Grumel, ‘Notes de chronologie 
byzantine: T. La date de naissance de Léon VI le Sage,” Echos @’Orient, 35 (1936), 331-3; A. Vogt, 
“La jeunesse de Léon VI le Sage,” Revue historique, 174 (1934), 389-428; R. J. H. Jenkins, 
‘The Chronological Accuracy of the ‘Logothete’ for the Years a.b. 867-913,” DOP, 19 (1965), 

89-112. 
* The day is given by the De ceremoni 














. 52 (Bonn ed., I. 780). 
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Basil was married twice, first to a certain Maria and subsequently to the beautiful 
and attractive Eudocia Ingerina, mistress of Michael III. Constantine and Leo were 
born before his accession, while Michael was still alive; Alexander was born Jater, probably 
in 870. His parentage was therefore not in doubt, but it was widely believed that Leo 
was Eudocia’s son by Michael, a belief probably shared by Basil and Leo themselves. 
Constantine, who was his father’s favorite, is described by the chroniclers of the time as 
the son of Eudocia, but modern scholars, from Ducange onward, have usually taken the 
view that he must have been the offspring of Basil's first marriage. It may be doubted 
if this is correct. The only arguments in its favor consist of assumptions regarding the 
boy's age. Since he was old enough to accompany his father on a military expedition in 
877, and is described as being “‘in the flower of his youth” in 879, he must, it is argued, 
have been born ¢.859 or even earlier, before Basil can have had any relations with 
Endocia. But while the identity of a man’s father, in the circumstances of the Byzantine 
court at that time, might well have been difficult to determine, the identity of his mother 
is not likely to have been in doubt. Further, even with the precedent of Martina and 
Heraclius Constantine, it seems unlikely that Constantine and Eudocia would have been 
shown side by side on one issue of Basil’s solidi if Constantine had not actually been her 
son. The difference in Basil's attitude to the two boys may have been in part due to the 
belief that Constantine was his own son and Leo was Michael's, though how he came to 
be satisfied on this point, whether by Constantine's likeness to himself or in some other 
fashion, we cannot hope to determine. 

‘The dating of the various “reigns’” of Basil's sons has for long been uncertain, but 
now seems in the main to have been satisfactorily settled. 

(1) Constantine was crowned emperor between 5 November 867 and 12 February 868, 
the limiting dates being established by the date formulae of the eighth and ninth sessions 
of the fourth Council of Constantinople, which were held two years later on these two 
days respectively. There is no positive evidence for the ceremony having taken place at 
Epiphany (6 January), the date given by most modern authorities, though this would 
have provided a suitable occasion and was the date chosen subsequently for the coronation 
of Leo VI. The year 869, which is found in all modern works, is incorrect. Constantine 
died on 3 September 879. The terms of a papal letter of 16 August 879 and the emenda- 
tion of its address on its arrival at Constantinople show that his death occurred between 
August and November, and the precise day is given by the Synaxarion of the Great 
Church. 

(2) Leo was associated emperor on 6 January 870, between the eighth and ninth 
sessions of the fourth Council of Constantinople. The precise date is noted by Anastasius, 


® Mansi, Concilia, XVI. 134, 143, these being from Anastasius’ contemporary translation. The 
Creek epitome confirms Anastasius’ figure for the ninth session (ibid., 389), but gives only an incomplete 
date formula for the eighth (ibid., 381), as indeed for all earlier sessions except the first and the sixth 
(ibid., 309, 344). Anastasius’ dating of all the sessions is complete and consistent save for the first, 
where the Greek text is correct and he is wrong (ibid., 17-18). Cf. Hefele-Leclereq, Histoire des conciles, 
IV. 486, note 1. 

4 See below, p. 476 and note 13, 

+ F, Halkin, ‘Trois dates historiques précisées grace au Synaxaire,"” Byzantion, 24 (1954), 14-17. 
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who was present, in a scholion attached to his Latin version of the acts.* Leo was then 
a child of three, having been born on 19 September 866.7 

(3) Alexander was born on 23 November, perhaps in 870,8 and was crowned in 879, 
but the exact day is unknown. It was before mid-November, since the acclamations which 
closed the first session of the Photian Council of 879/80 are addressed to Basil, Leo, and 
‘Alexander. It is usually assumed that it was later than 3 September, the date of Con- 
stantine’s death, since after this event the emperor, in doubt regarding Leo's parentage, 
might well have wished to associate Alexander as co-emperor and thus bestow a share 
in the succession on a person whom he was sure was his son. In favor of this are the 
imperial miniatures in the famous Paris manuscript of Gregory of Nazianzus (MS Gr. 510). 
These include one of Basil and another of Eudocia and her sons Leo and Alexander, 
qualified as 8eonérns and é6¢Agés respectively,}° but none of Constantine. Alexander, 
despite the absence of the title despotes, must by that time have already been made 
emperor, for his costume and insignia are identical with those of Leo—the fact that he is 
described only as “brother” is irrelevant—and the absence of Constantine is only explicable 
on the assumption that he was dead. Although one miniature is missing and it is clear that 
their present order is incorrect, they cannot be rearranged in such a fashion as to make 
the Basil-Constantine-Eudocia sequence one would expect if Constantine were still 
alive. Also in favor of a date later than 3 September is the existence of semisses and 
tremisses in the names of Basil, Leo, and Alexander. Since these denominations were by 
now purely ceremonial in character, issued in very small numbers on special occasions, 
it is difficult to avoid the supposition that they were struck to celebrate Alexander's 
coronation. Once again, since Constantine is not included, it can be taken as certain that 
he was dead. 


* Mansi, Concitia, XVI. 143. Leo's name duly appears in the acts of the ninth session, on 12 February 
(jbid., 143, 389). 

7 The date is given as 1 September of the 15th indiction, i.e., 1 September 866, by George Monachus 
(Bonn ed., 835) and related sources. The indiction must be correct, for the chronicler’s account of 
the attendant ceremonies show that the birth occurred between Basil's coronation (26 May 866) and 
Michael III's death. The alternative year, 864, proposed by Vogt, is based on his incorrect assumption 
that Leo VI's funeral oration was delivered in 886, instead of in 888. As for the day, 1 September 
must have been an early miscopying for 19 September, for a speech of Leo at the dedication of a 
church to St. Thomas refers to its being made on his birthday, since he did not wish to wait for 
the Saint’s feast day (6 October), and the Synaxarion gives the date of the dedication as the 19th. 
See Grumel’s “Notes de chronologie byzantine” (above, p. 473, note 1) 

* Pseudo-Symeon, Bonn ed., 690. The day is likely to be correct, but the years in this chronicle 
are not reliable. 

* Mansi, Concitia, XVII. 393. The first session is undated, but it was before 17 November, when the 
second session was held, 

1H. Omont, Miniatures des plus anciens manuscrits grecs de la Bibliothoque nationale (Paris, 
1929), Pls. xvi, xrx. 

1 §, Der Nersessian, “The Illustrations of the Homilies of Gregory of Nazianzus, Paris Gr. 510 ...,”” 
DOP, 16 (1962), 198. She suggests that the final missing miniature may have shown the Virgin seated, 
to balance the opening miniature of a seated Christ. One of the full-page ornamental crosses has 
replaced one of Basil, of which a substantial part is still visible, but the bearded face is too old ever 
to have represented Constantine and it would in any case be in the wrong place. Nor, from its position, 
can the present “Basil” cross have originally been intended for Constantine. 
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Against this view there are the divergent addresses of the Latin and Greek forms of 
the letter of 16 August 879 from Pope John VIII to Basil which has been already referred 
to.!# The Latin version, in the form in which we have it, is addressed to the emperors 
Basil, Constantine, and Alexander; the Greek translation, made when it arrived in Con- 
stantinople in November, has instead Basil, Leo, and Alexander. The combination of 
emperors given in the Latin version is impossible, and a widely received explanation of 
the divergence is that it originally read Basil-Constantine-Leo-Alexander, but that 
Leo's name was accidentally dropped by the Latin copyist and Constantine's was deleted 
from the Greek translation because he was dead when the letter arrived.” It is equally 
possible, however, that the original was correctly addressed to Basil, Constantine, and 
Leo, but that a subsequent copyist, having heard of Constantine's death and Alexander's 
coronation, inadvertently substituted Alexander's for Leo's name instead of for Con- 
stantine’s. A dubious interpretation of a papal letter cannot outweigh the positive evidence 
of the coinage and the Paris miniature that Alexander was crowned after Constantine’s 
death. 

‘Two other dates in the reign require discussion, since they are relevant to the coinage. 
One is that of the death of the Empress Eudocia. This occurred just after the marriage 
of Leo VI to his first wile, Theophano, in 882, for we are told that as a consequence the 
young empress had to take over the ceremonial duties at court which Eudocia had 
previously performed." The second is that of Leo’s imprisonment on the grave charge 
of having conspired against Basil. The sources describe this variously as having lasted 
three months or three years, but there can be no doubt that the latter is correct and that 
Leo’s disgrace lasted from 883 to 886.15 There is no reason to believe, however, that he 
was formally deprived of his imperial title. 


Corace 


Basil’s coins, which are for the most part common, saw a number of innovations. 
The most important, occurring on the bulk of his gold, was the use of a seated figure of 
Christ as the obverse type, replacing the bust of Christ of the solidi of Michael III. It was, 
in one form or another, to provide the predominant obverse type of the solidus for the next, 
half century and inspire the name by which these coins came to be known (senzata).1° 
Another novelty was the standing figure of the emperor on his solidi of Class I, something 


48 MGH, Epist. harol. aevi, V. 167 (both texts). 

3 So W. Fischer, ‘Zu ‘Leo und Alexander als Mitkaiser von Byzanz,’"" BZ, § (1896), 137-9. 

¥ Vita S. Theophan., c. 11 (ed, E, Kurtz, ‘Zwei griechische Texte tiber die Hl. Theophano,” 
Zapishi Imp. Akad. Nauk, 3. ii (St. Petersburg, 1898], 7). Vogt, “La jeunesse de Léon VI,” 415-16, 
dated the marriage to the winter of 881/2, perhaps Christmas Day, but Jenkins has pointed out that 
the Logothete recorded it after the defeat of Procopius in Sicily, which is known to have occurred in 
£882; so itis better placed in this year (““The Chronological Accuracy of the ‘Logothete,’” 101, note 46). 

3 Vogt, “La jeunesse de Léon VI," 420-3, follows the continuator of George Monachus in reading 
‘three months and dates the imprisonment April -20 July 886, Leo being released on St. Elijah's 
day. Jenkins, art. cit. (above, p. 473, note 1), 101-3, shows that there is independent evidence for its 
having begun in 883, which bears out the reading of three years given in MS Vindobon, hist. Gr. 37, 
and in the source used by the fourteenth-century historian Nicephorus Gregoras 

3 Above, P. 46. 
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that had not been seen since the time of Justinian II. No less novel are the seated figures 
‘on two classes of folles. Two figures on a square-backed throne had last been used on the 
hexagrams of Heraclius, while a single figure on a lyre-backed throne had no precedents 
at all. Such types were evidently very much to Basil’s taste, for we know that his bedroom 
in the palace was decorated with a gold mosaic representing “the Autocrator and his wife 
Eudocia on their throne, wearing imperial mantles (otoAais BaoiAuais) and adorned 
with crowns,” while their sons, also wearing mantles and crowns, were depicted around 
the room “like glittering stars.” The awkward three-figure types of Classes 3 and 4 of 
his folles were perhaps inspired by ceremonial solidi of Theophilus. The patriarchal cross 
and the labarum, which figure prominently on the coinage, also look back to Theophilus. 
So does the use of an inscription in several lines as the regular reverse pattern of the follis, 
though the form of it is changed and it is now modeled on that of the miliaresion. It was 
probably during his reign that the loros was redesigned, the old form being supplemented 
by a much simpler garment that did not involve the elaborate winding around the body 
that the traditional one required.* The spelling ROMAION (in the formula Baoiheis 
‘Paaicey) was during the reign replaced by ROMEON, which represented the way in 
which the word was pronounced and was to become normal in the future.!* 

A peculiar feature of Class I of the solidus, for which no satisfactory explanation has 
yet been found, is the b or b’ which follows the word basileus after the emperor's name 
(DASILIOS EC O€4 bASILEYS b’). The last letter is certainly a beta, not a delta inscribed 
forward (6), as frequently occurs on eighth- and ninth-century coins; so the last words 
cannot be interpreted Bactheds Beorréts. Nor is b ever the equivalent of rio—though R 
was a common way of writing beta—so Bociheds ‘Peopctcov is inadmissable. Later coins 
have AVSHSC’b’ for Basil (Class III) or AVSS’b’ for Basil and Constantine (Class Il), 
i.e, atyouotos Baowels or adyovero: Bavidcis, but, while the word order is unusual, 
this formula equally will not fit bASILEYS b’. A control letter B is excluded by the oc- 
casional presence of an abbreviation stroke, besides being highly unlikely at this date. I 
can see no alternative to making it Baowets BaoiAcuévreov (or BogiAkv), adopted to match 
the Rex Regnantium that follows Christ's name on the obverse, despite the fact that no 
Byzantine sovereign seems ever to have assumed this ancient title of the Babylonian and 
Persian kings. It would certainly have struck many hearers as bordering on blasphemy, 
which may account for the brevity of its appearance on the coins. 

It is not easy to relate the pattern of Basil’s coinage to the sequence of his co-emperors, 
and, though overstriking and muling in the copper throw light on some of the problems, 
there are others for which only a provisional solution can be offered. The combinations 
of rulers on the coins differ startlingly from one metal to another, and the later years of 
the reign, after the tragedy of Constantine's death, apparently saw little minting at all. 
Basil detested Leo, and apparently had no great affection for Alexander. The result, for 
the coinage, was extraordinary. The two boys were excluded from any place in what 
were traditionally the chief denominations, the solidus, miliaresion, and follis. Alexander 





» Vita Basilii, c. 89, in Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed., 333, 
+ Above, p. 121 
® Above, p. 178. 
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never appears on them at all. Leo is shown on Classes 3 and 4 of the follis, but ranking 
after Constantine, and when Constantine died Basil removed Leo from the coin altogether 
and struck in his own name alone for the remainder of the reign. The few coins on which 
Basil tolerated his two younger sons were fractions in gold and copper, by now ceremonial 
in character, which besides being of notably poor workmanship were apparently produced 
for distribution at Alexander's coronation and limited to that occasion only. This marks 
a curious reversal of the normal practice of earlier centuries, when for dynastic reasons 
co-emperors were accorded a place on the higher denominations in each metal but often, 
whether for reasons of space or because the coins were reckoned of lesser importance, 
not on the fractions at all. 

Wroth divided the coinage of Basil between three mints—Constantinople, a “pro- 
vincial mint” now identified as Syracuse, and Cherson. These three certainly existed, 
though the “bronze’’ coin he describes as “provincial” (p. 442, No. 33, Pl. x1. 3) must 
be eliminated; it is a contemporary forgery in gilded copper of a solidus of Constantine V 
(his PL. xxv, 16). Syracuse was captured by the Arabs in 878 and its history as a Byzantine 
mint came to an end, while Cherson now for the first time began to issue coins on a large 
scale. During the Italian wars of the 880's denari in the name of Basil, or of Basil, Leo, 
and Alexander, were struck at Naples, Capua, and Benevento, but these were little more 
than courtesy titles and the coins conform to the other issues of the localities in question 
and do not belong to the Byzantine series. 

A more elaborate pattern of mints for Basil I’s folles has been proposed by Metcalf.* 
Basing his argument upon a minute analysis of small variations in their details and style, 
he suggests dividing the folles here attributed to Constantinople between the five mints of 
Constantinople, an uncertain locality in Asia Minor and another in central Greece 
(Thebes 2), Corinth, and Thessalonica, the specific allocations being in the main determined 
by the evidence of coin finds. There is no need to repeat in this context the doubts I have 
expressed already regarding the validity of his reasoning.® The stylistic groups between 
which he differentiates have no doubt a real existence, but what he interprets as the work 
of different mints seem to me more likely to be the varying products of different die- 
sinkers working at difierent times. It is not easy to believe that the transition from 
ROMAION to ROMEON, and still more the erroneous spelling ROMAON, could each occur 
at separate mints. I am very conscious of the fact that my summary treatment of the 
coinage fails to do justice to the variety of details which he has noted and which he believes 
justify his attributions. The reader who wishes to pursue the matter further should refer 
to what he has written on the subject. 


© Golenko has published a follis of Tiberius TIT (698-705) found at Kerch and countermarked with 
4B, which he would interpret as Bosporos. I am inclined to read it as Basil's initial, which was Go- 
Jenko's first idea, and attribute it to Cherson, such countermarking supplementing the new coins of 
the latter mint. See K. V. Golenko, “Gegenstempel auf Chersoner Miinzen des Maurikios Tiberios,” 
HBBN, 6 (1964/5), 5-12, esp. 8-9, and DOC, I. 54, note 89, 

1 Above, p. 82. 

2D, M. Metcalf, “‘Razba folld Basia I. a organizace jejich mincoven,”” Numismatichy Sbornik, 
9 (1966), 95-127 (with English summary), Its main conclusions are set out in tabular form in his 
Coinage in the Balkans, 820-1355 (Thessalonica, 1965), 30-4. 

# Above, p. 76 
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A problem of some difficulty is posed by the fractional coinage of gold and copper, all 
of which is rare. Further gold issues may still come to light, but so far as is known this 
is made up as follows: 


(1) Tremissis of Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia, corresponding to the solidus of Class III 
(below, p. 490, No. 4). It is purely Constantinopolitan in style, and raises no problems. 

(2) Semissis of Basil, Leo, and Alexander (below, p. 490, No.5). This has no solidus 
counterpart, and neither in style nor fabric does it resemble the normal solidi of 
Constantinople. 

(3) Tremisses of Basil, Leo, and Alexander (below, p. 491, No. 6). I know of only four 
specimens. Those at Milan and Dumbarton Oaks are identical in style—they appear 
to share a common reverse die, though owing to the poor striking and preservation 
of our specimen it is difficult to be sure—but both differ somewhat from those in the 
British Museum and at Berlin, which themselves are markedly different from each 
other. 

(4) Copper coins of Basil, Leo, and Alexander (below, p. 502, Nos. 13a, 13b). These formally 
make two groups, one with a star and the other with a cross between the heads of the 
two younger co-emperors, and while the styles of the reverse type are appreciably 
difierent, they share reverse dies of a single style. They are roughly half the size of 
normal folles, but have no corresponding follis type of Constantinople. They are very 
close in style to some of the semisses and tremisses, and are clearly the work of the 
same die-sinkers. 


‘The copper coins of this series were not known to Wroth, and he did not query the 
attribution of the semisses and tremisses of Groups 2 and 3 to Constantinople. Nor did 
Ratto propose a provincial mint for the three copper coins in his catalogue. Schindler 
attributed to Sicily two copper coins that were formerly in his collection and are now at 
Dumbarton Oaks, while in my original arrangement of those from the Swiss Collection I 
classed such coins as “provincial,” leaving the mint uncertain. Bellinger followed my 
example, and the same has been done for the copper by Mme Morrisson in her catalogue 
of the Byzantine coins at Paris. The gold, however, she left to Constantinople, while 
expressing her uncertainty about it. There seem to be no recorded find spots to help us, 
but in view of the rarity of the coins, which must have formed tiny issues, this is hardly 
surprising. 

After much hesitation, I have preferred in the Catalogue to leave these rare and 
anomalous issues to Constantinople, treating the copper coins as half folles. The stylistic 
unlikeness of all of them to normal Constantinopolitan issues is undeniable, but it is 
difficult to envisage a provincial mint—or several provincial mints—striking fractional 
gold and cither light-weight folles or fractional folles with no corresponding units and no 
Constantinopolitan prototypes. Their rarity and their unusual style can, I suggest, be 
better explained on the assumption that they together form a special issue intended to 
be thrown to the crowd or otherwise distributed on the occasion of Alexander's coronation 
in 879. Such coinages had usually to be produced in haste and were often of poor fabric, 
One need only cite the ill-struck silver medallions of Justin II, and indeed most of the 
Constantinopolitan silver coinage of the sixth century, to see how the production of the 
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less important ceremonial coinages was treated as supplementary to the main activities 
of the mint and left to poorly trained and incompetent workmen. The same difficulty 
of discordant styles between folles and fractional copper occurs, it should be said, under 
Leo VI. In that case the attribution of the fractions to Constantinople is supported by 
their being in part struck by dies for full folles, which for typological reasons does not 
occur here. 


CoNSTANTINOPLE 


GOLD COINAGE." There are three types of Basil’s solidi and two known types of 
semissis and tremissis. The latter are of such rarity that other types may well come to 
light in the future. 

The solidi may be dealt with first. They form three classes, characterized respectively 
by a standing figure of Basil, the busts of Basil and Constantine, and the busts of Basil, 
Constantine, and Eudocia. The one with the busts of Basil and Constantine, which is 
very common, must have provided the bulk of the gold coinage struck between 868 and 
879. The other classes are more difficult to date. No relevant hoard evidence is known, 
that of type is ambiguous, and that of style is virtually nonexistent. The dating here 
proposed must therefore be regarded as provisional, and may need revision in the future. 

Class I (Basil alone). Jan. 868? This class has on the obverse a seated representa~ 
tion of Christ and on the reverse a standing figure of the emperor. Its early date is shown 
by the poor quality of both designs. The figure of Christ is notably cruder than that 
employed on the solidi of Basil and Constantine, the head being egg-shaped without any 
proper delineation of a beard and Christ's right hand being only slightly raised, so that it 
does not reach the level of the back of the throne. The head is quite out of proportion to 
the rest of the body, as is also the case with Basil’s head on the reverse. The coin is 
extremely rare—fewer than half a dozen specimens are known—and it is probable 
that it represents an occasional issue, not a substantive one. A possible occasion, assuming 
that Constantine was crowned later in the month, would have been the New Year 
festivities of January 868. One would have expected the emperor to mark his own accession 
by an abundant minting of solidi, more especially in view of his exclusion from the gold 
and silver coinage under Michael III, but the numismatic evidence shows that he did 
not do so. He was probably hampered by the extreme poverty in which he found himself 
after Michael’s demise, when there were reputed to have been found in the treasury only 
300 pounds of gold and nine sacks of miliaresia, the former in part produced by the late 
emperor's melting down of the splendid gold ornaments with which Theophilus had 
adorned the throne room of the Palace. 








¥ Wroth publishes (p. 435, No. 1, Pl. L. 10) what he describes as a piece of four solidi, the obverse 
type being the bust of Christ without nimbus that had been used on solidi of Michael III. He suggests 
that it may have been an offering piece of some kind. It is in fact a four-solidus gold bulla; one can see 
the holes through which were passed the cords that once attached it to a document. There is a similar 
one-solidus gold bulla, in very poor condition, at Dumbarton Oaks. See my paper, ‘“Byzantine Gold 
Bullae, with a Catalogue of Those at Dumbarton Oaks,” DOP, 20 (1966), 239-53, esp. 248, No. 1. The 
‘obverse dies for the two bullae had probably been made and used in Michael's reign, since this particular 
tpye is not employed on solidi of Basil. 
¥ Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed., 173; ef. also 257. 
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Class IT (Basil and Constantine). 868-879. These coins represent the main gold 
issue of the reign. They are distinguished from the solidi of Basil II and Constantine VIII 
of a century later by their having on the obverse the seated figure of Christ; by Basil II’s 
reign this had been replaced, as the regular solidus type, by a bust of the Savior. The 
seated Christ is slightly difierent from that of Class I, the face being better designed and 
the right hand held higher, but mules with obverses of Class I are known.** The reverse 
type, with the busts of the two co-emperors side by side, was traditional. The issue should 
formally have lasted only during 868 and 869, before the coronation of Leo in January 870, 
but it is far too common to have been limited to two years and one must assume that it 
continued unchanged throughout Constantine’s life. Whether it was prolonged after 879 
is more doubtful, since it is hard to believe that a living and a dead ruler would be shown 
side by side. We have the same problem with the silver, for miliaresia bearing the names 
of Basil and Constantine must either have continued to the end of the reign or the issue 
of silver coins been suspended altogether between 879 and 886. My personal feeling is 
that this is what occurred, and that, apart from the exceptional solidi and tremisses of 
Class III and the derisory issues of fractional gold in the names of Leo and Alexander, 
there was no minting in the precious metals during the last eight years of the reign. 

Class IIT (Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia). 882? Coins of this class are very rare, 
though they do not approach the extreme rarity of those of Class I. They also survive in 
very fine condition, contrasting with the commonly worn state of those of Class II, a 
state no doubt attributable to the long circulation of these during the reign of Leo VI. 
Rarity and lack of wear both point to the Constantine-Eudocia coins forming some sort 
of special issue. The type, however, is puzzling, for it was contrary to custom for an 
empress to appear on coins at all. The only recent precedent was Theodora, wife of 
Theophilus, but during her husband’s reign she had been shown only on rare ceremonial 
solidi and her regency on behalf of her son explains her appearance on regular issues under 
Michael III, For Eudocia one has two alternatives. Either the coins of Basil, Constantine, 
and Eudocia represent a coronation issue of 868, despite the fact that an empress would 
not normally figure on such a coinage, or it may be a memorial issue, struck after the death 
of Eudocia in 882 and commemorating the two persons whom Basil is known to have 
deeply loved. It would thus be comparable to the Michael-and-Constantine solidi of 
Theophilus and the memorial issues of the Isaurian period, but anomalous in that none 
of these included empresses and that this one seems to have been a very limited issue. 
There is no positive evidence one way or the other, though the mules already noted 
between Classes I and II are slightly against interpolating the Constantine-Eudocia 
coins between them in 868. I would attribute the coins tentatively to 882, but new evidence 
may in due course show that the earlier date is really the correct one. 

FRACTIONAL GOLD. This has been discussed already. There is nothing corresponding 
to Classes I and II of the solidi, but there is a tremissis corresponding to Class III. There 
are also semisses and tremisses of Basil, Leo, and Alexander for which no solidus equivalent 
is known and none may ever have existed. Despite their stylistic peculiarities they are 
best attributed to Constantinople, the occasion of their issue being the coronation of 
Alexander in 879. 

¥ Two I have noted are Furstenberg 1677 and Kress Cat. 127, 23. x. 63, lot 950. 
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SILVER COINAGE. This requires little comment. The only miliaresia known are struck 
in the names of Basil and Constantine and are of the same type as Class III of Michael III’s 
coins, even to the way in which the innermost of the three circles of dots on the obverse 
is broken by four pellets. The title of megas is dropped, since the presence of Constantine’s 
name reduced the amount of space available, and ROMAION is now spelled ROMEOS, a 
feature to be quickly taken over by the copper. The pellet beneath the steps of the cross 
on the reverse is greatly increased in size, so that it is now a large globule, and there is a 
consequent rearrangement of the inscription, which now breaks XRI STYS instead of 
XRIS TYS. 

‘These miliaresia were presumably struck over the whole period of Basil and Con- 
stantine’s joint reign, ie., 868-79, despite the absence of any reference to Leo. They 
may have continued down to 886, for the conjoined names of a living and a dead emperor 
would have been less incongruous than their conjoined busts, but I think it unlikely. 
We would therefore have no silver coins that can be assigned to 879-86. Nor is any silver 
known for the first few months of the reign, when Basil was ruling without a colleague. 
This is strange, since Theophilus and Michael III had already broken with the tradition 
that miliaresia were coins struck only during a joint reign, and coins for this period may 
yet be found. But it is equally possible that the nine sacks of miliaresia found in the 
treasury on Basil’s accession proved sufficient for his immediate needs. 

COPPER COINAGE. There are five main classes of folles which may be characterized 
as follow: 








1, Busts of Basil and Constantine 

2. Basil and Constantine seated | aca-r0 
3. Half-figures of Basil (|. hand not shown), Constantine, and Leo | 7979 
4, Same figures, Basil with 1. hand raised 

5. Seated figure of Basil 879-86 


No hoards are recorded which would throw light on the order of issue, but this, and 
some approximation to dating, can be deduced from combinations of emperors in the 
types, the existence of mules between the classes, occasional relationships with earlier 
and later coins, and minor changes in orthography and design. A detail of some importance 
is the spelling of ‘Paouafesy in the reverse inscription. The classes with Basil and Constan- 
tine, which are presumably early (868-70), use the traditional ROMAION, while those 
with Basil, Constantine, and Leo, which are necessarily later (870-79), as well as Class 5 
with Basil alone, have the newer variant ROMEON, which was to become customary 
under Leo VI and subsequently. The justification for the order followed in the catalogue 
may be set out as follows: 

Class 1. Busts of Basil and Constantine (No. 8). The two figures hold between 
them a labarum usually marked with + or “>. The reverse has a five-line inscription 
with the first line -+bASIL and the last (R)OMAION, this being occasionally blundered 
to OMAON, or on one die to OMAI (Metcalf 60). Coins of this class are of poorer fabric 
than those of later ones, with irregularly shaped flans and broken edges. A high proportion 
are overstruck on badly worn folles of Theophilus, but this is a feature which they share 
with many coins of Classes 2-4. Their manifest inferiority to the handsome folles of 
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Michael III and Basil on the one hand, and in general to the later classes of Basil's own 
reign on the other, forms an obvious objection to their attribution to the mint of Con- 
stantinople. 

Since Classes 1 and 2 both show only Basil and Constantine, they are best attributed 
to the years 868 and 869, before the accession of Leo. If one were to judge by the way in 
which Constantine is represented one would have to put Class2 first, for on it he is normally 
shown as a small child, almost an infant, while on Class 1 he is a young man. On the other 
hand, the type of Class 1, with the busts of two emperors side by side, is traditional, 
and since all Basil’s other types in copper are novel it would seem more reasonable to 
put the traditional type first, before the period of experiments began. The discrepancy 
in the apparent ages of Constantine would thus result from the fact that the seated figures 
involved a completely new design, encouraging a more careful depiction of the junior 
emperor. Further, a number of mules have been recorded by Metcalf (Nos. 59-67) between 
Classes 1 and 2, on the reverse dies of which the first line of the inscription reads 
+DASILIO or +bASILO (not -+bASIL), while we do not find obverses of Class 1, as we do 
those of Class 2, linked with reverses of Class 3 (rev. inscription ending OMEON). The 
order of issue seems therefore secure. 

Since Class 1 includes Constantine it cannot have been struck during the first months 
of Basil's reign. The only folles of Basil alone are those of Class 5, with the emperor 
seated, and both Wroth and Mme Morrisson do in fact assign this class to 867-8. In my 
view it belongs to 879-86, after the death of Constantine. The type is extremely uniform, 
contrasting with the endless variations of the earlier classes, and it continues under 
Leo VI with no change beyond that of the emperor's name; the bad practice of overstriking 
had been abandoned; it consistently reads ROMEON, never ROMAION; and the large, 
bold lettering of its reverse—four lines instead of five—links it firmly with Leo's coinage. 
This dating, however, implies that Basil struck no folles in the first months of his reign, 
thus reverting to the conditions that had obtained during most of that of Michael IIT. 

The problem of mint remains open. The coins are catalogued here under Constantinople, 
and my feeling, on balance, is that despite their poor workmanship it is to this mint that 
they belong. If Class 2 is attributable to Constantinople, then Class 1, on the evidence of 
muling, should be also. The poor appearance of the coins is partly a consequence of 
overstriking, partly of the mint having had to take on extra staff to cope with large and 
long overdue issues of copper coins. 1 would assume that Class 1 represents a hasty and 
short-lived issue in the winter months of 867/8, Class 2 a more considered design minted 
during the rest of 868 and the whole of 869. It is in any case possible that Class 3, with 
Leo, was not introduced immediately upon this emperor's coronation, which would allow 
a longer period of issue for Class 2. 

Class 2. Basil and Constantine seated (No. 9). The obverse type shows two figures, 
Constantine much smaller than Basil, seated side by side on a high-backed throne and 
holding between them a labarum marked with X. There are two distinct forms of inscrip- 
tion, one giving the emperors the title of basileis and the other that of augustoi. There 
are also many small varieties of design—in the relative sizes of the figures, in the details 
of the imperial costume, in the decoration of the throne, and so forth—but these were an 
almost inevitable consequence of the relatively complicated type, and although they 


484 BASIL I 


may help the modern scholar in classifying the dies used for the issue, they are of no 
importance in themselves. The reverse has a five-line inscription, like that of Class 1, 
but with +bASILIO or +bASILO instead of +bASIL as its first line. 

Class 3. Half-figures of Basil (hand not shown), Constantine, and Leo (No. 10). 
Classes 3 and 4 are alike in that their obverse type consists of the half-length figures of 
Basil (wearing loros), Constantine (wearing chlamys), and Leo (also wearing chlamys), 
and on the reverse a five-line inscription beginning +bASIL and ending ROMEON. They 
differ in a number of particulars: 

(a) Basil's gesture. On coins of Class 3 his left hand is not shown; on those of Class 4 
it is raised in front of him. Some scholars have described him as holding an akakia, but 
this is doubtful. The hand is closed, so that the top of it seems to swell upward, but there 
is not the rounded projection below the wrist which always accompanies representations 
of the akakia, The same difficulty of interpretation occurs with Class 5, where the seated 
Basil has his left hand resting in his lap but without an akakia being formally shown. It 
may well be that in both cases one was intended—the nature of the gesture in Class 4 is 
otherwise hard to explain—but the die-sinkers did not know how to depict one satis- 
factorily. 

(b) Basil's loos. On coins of Class 3 this is of the normal type, a long scarf wound in a 
complicated fashion across the body, but as on the half folles of Theophilus it appears in 
two varieties, either with the outer fold running from the emperor's left hip to his right 
shoulder or with the directions reversed. On coins of Class 4 the “scarf” element of the 
loros is eliminated, so that it forms a single garment hanging straight or almost straight 
downward from the neck and shoulders.” 

(©) Inscription. On Class 3 this is either unaccompanied by any ornament or has a 
cross or a star beneath the bottom line. On Class 4 there is always a star. 

Despite their general similarity, therefore, we are justified in speaking of two separate 
classes, distinguished from each other by positive changes in design which must have 
resulted from precise instructions and not from the whims of die-sinkers. As to the order 
of issue, Nos. 9c and 10e.1-2 below are mules respectively between the obverses of Class 2 
(two seated figures) and Class 3 (three emperors in inscription) and an obverse of Class 3 
(three half-figures, Basil’s hand not shown) and a reverse of Class 2 (two emperors in 
inscription). It is clear that Class 3 followed Class 2 and preceded Class 4. 

As to the internal arrangement of Class 3, a classification based on loros arrangement 
would cut across one based on the presence or absence of a symbol below the reverse 
inscription. The former seems by this time to have depended on the care exercised by 
die-sinkers, and it was clearly a matter of indifference to the mint authorities whether 
the loros was shown correctly or not. The addition of a cross or star, on the other hand, 
represents a substantial change in design which could only have been made in response 
to orders from above. I have therefore given precedence to this in my arrangement of 
the coins in the catalogue. 

Class 4. Half-figures of Basil (with raised hand), Constantine, and Leo (No. 11). 
This class requires no further comment. The dies differ slightly between themselves in 





¥ See Introduction, p. 121, for a discussion of this change. 
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the sizes of the figures, in the design of the loros—Basil sometimes looks as if he were 
turned slightly to the right or the left—in the shape of Basil's face, and in the position 
of his hand, but in the main they are very uniform. If Classes 3 and 4 have to be fitted 
into the years 870-79, as is presumably the case, it is hard to decide when—or why—the 
changes in design which distinguished between them should have been made, but one 
could not be far wrong in dating Class 3 to 870-c.874 and Class 4 to ¢.875-9. 

Class 5. Seated figure of Basil (No. 12). This shows Basil seated on a lyre-backed 
throne, of a type known to us from other representations of the period,® and holding a 
labarum ornamented with X. The reverse inscription is in four instead of five lines, since 
the names of no co-emperors had to be inserted, and it ends ROMEON. The reasons for 
placing the class at the end of the reign have been given already. Basil was evidently no 
more prepared to associate Leo and Alexander with him on his folles than he was on his 
solidi. 

FRACTIONAL COPPER. The attribution of these coins, which differ from the folles in 
recognizing the existence of Leo and Alexander and must therefore date from 879 or later, 
has already been discussed. Despite their substantial differences in size and weight I 
believe they should all be regarded as half folles, their irregularity being explained by 
their being basically ceremonial in character and not intended for everyday circulation. 
It is possible, however, that the lighter coins were intended as quarter folles. 


SYRACUSE 


Basil's Sicilian coinage consists of semisses and tremisses struck in his name and that 
of Constantine. The semisses closely resemble those of Michael III, both in their appearance 
—the emaciated features of the co-emperors are characteristic—and in their being of 
extremely base gold, or rather of copper which usually still bears traces of gilding. The 
tremissis was something of a revival, since this denomination had apparently not been 
struck during the later years of Theophilus or under Michael III, and only a single specimen 
is known, 

There is no identifiable copper, for Schindler's view that the anomalous half folles 
already discussed might be Sicilian seems to be excluded by their quite different style 
of portraiture. With the “gold” already so debased there would have been no place for 
a fiduciary coinage. The issue of semisses and tremisses probably came to an end in 878, 
with the capture of Syracuse by the Arabs, and no Sicilian coins are known of subsequent 
emperors. 


CHERSON® 


The copper coinage of Cherson forms four classes. The coins all bear Basil's initial, 
either alone or in company with those of Constantine; there are none including Leo or 
Alexander. They begin with the purely epigraphical types introduced under Michael III, 
but sometime in the 870's a cross on steps was adopted for the reverse. The most reasonable 
arrangement of them seems to be as follows: 

* See Introduction, p. 115. 


% Cf, A. V. Oreshnikov, ‘“Khersono-vizantiiski 
obshchestua, 3 (1905), 365-6. 





moneti,"” Trudi Moskoushago numizmaticheskago 
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Class 1 (Basil alone). 867-8. B and a cross on the obverse, (4, sometimes between 
two crosses, on the reverse. These are uniformly small coins like those of Michael III, 
and similar to these in their reverse type. 

Class 2 (Basil and Constantine). 868-c.876. BA on the obverse and KT) on the 
reverse, with pellets in the field on both sides. Coins of this class are much larger and 
heavier than those of Class 1, and may have had a different value. The class belongs 
to the decade 868-79 and probably precedes Class 3, which saw the introduction of the 
cross-on-steps reverse that carried on into later classes and into the reign of Leo VI. 
The date suggested for its ending is no more than a guess, 

Class 3 (Basil and Constantine). c.876-9. Large B between K and W on the obverse, 
a cross on steps between two pellets on the reverse. Coins of this class are the largest and 
heaviest of the reign. It is possible that Classes 2 and 3 were issued simultaneously, coins 
of Class 3 having twice the value of those of Class 2, in which case both classes would 
have to be dated 868-79. 

Class 4 (Basil alone). 879-86. Large B, sometimes between two pellets, on the 
obverse; same reverse as Class 3. These are much smaller than the coins of Class 3, and 
in size and type carry on into the reign of Leo VI. The lower loop of the & sometimes 
assumes a triangular form, thus becoming a dela and making a monogram of BA, i 
BaatAeios Beonétns. 
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Size | 
xo. | Metal | pie Po. | Obverse Reverse | Date 
Wt. | sition | | 
| | 
| Constantinople 
| | 
soLipus 
Class T 


oH N 438/20 4 





Basil alone 


+INSXPSREX REGNA | +bASILIOSECO E4bAS| 868(?) 


NTIUMx ILeNS-bx 

Christ seated (Type | Emperor standing, 
Ta), facing, bearded, | facing, bearded, 

on small lyre-backed | wearing loros and 
throne, wearing tunic | crown with cross, In 
and himation, r. hand | r. hand, gl. er.; in L, 
raised outwards in akakia 

blessing, book 

resting on I. knee 


Class IT 
Basil and Constantine 


Same inser. and type | bASILIOSET CONSTA 

ne'Avaa'b 

Two busts facing, 

Basil on 1., bearded, 

wearing loros and 

| crown with cross, 
Constantine on r., 
smaller, beardless, 
wearing chlamys and 
crown with cross; 
patriarchal cross 
held between them 
dy their r. hands 





| 868-879 








1 Peirce 1948 from Spink 16, xi. 36 
W. p. 436 (Paris), T. 2, R. — 
On the final b of the reverse inser. see above, p. 477. There is a modern forgery of this in the 
Whittemore Collection (4.38 g.). The surface is slightly convex, and the letters very sharply cut. 
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"ad 
*2a.2 
233 


2a4 
2b4 


2b.2 
2b.3 
42b.4 
*2b.5 
2b.6 
2b.7 
2b.8 


2c 
*2c.2 
20.3 


20.4 











Size | 
vitat [ee] cmnene | eve at 
we sition | 
| | | 
N  446| 20 4) Star x | 868-879 
N  442| 20 7) Star x H 
|4 4.27| 20 || Star * Double i} 
pierced struck 
N 4.16) 20 4 | Star 
vy 45220 || Stare 
| with rings | 
AM 444/20 | Star | 
N 444) 20 “| Stark 
N 440/20 || Star® 
A 437) 20 || Star® 
N 436 | 20 ,/| Star ® 
| 4.35) 21 4 | Star® 
|v 4.27/19 | | Star¥ Thas the | At end, d for b 
form 4 
| 4.48/20 || Star * V for 4 
\M 4.42) 20 cal Star « 
vy 439/19 4) Star * 
pierced 
N 438/19 || Star x 








Dat 


2a.2 
203-4 


2b1-8 


2e4 


26.2-4 


The coin was unknown prior to 1904, when the Paris specimen was published by J. de Foville, 
“Deux monnaies byzantines récemment acquises par le Cabinet des Médailles,”” RN, 8 (1904), 
105-11. 

‘The seated figure of Christ on Class IT differs from that of Class I in that the r. hand is held 
slightly higher, on a level with the top of the back of the throne. On coins of Class I it is 
invariably lower. There are a few very rare coins of Class IT muled with obverses of Class T 
(above, p. 481, note 26). T have followed Mr. Bellinger in distinguishing between the position 
or form of the star (K, ¥, or X) at the end of the reverse inscription, though its significance 
seems to me doubtful 

Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii. 28 

W. 2-4, T. 3-4, R. 1858 

Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii. 28 

Whittemore 

Both these coins are of poor workmanship, with badly formed letters, 

Whittemore 

W.—T.—R— 

Schindler 1960 from Egger 

w.—T.—R.— 

‘The form is most unusual on Byzantine coins. It is basically, no doubt, a badly formed 
or 

‘Whittemore 
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| Size ] 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
| | sition 
#205 |N 437 | 20 /| Star x | 868-879 
2d1 ja 433 | 20 | Star obscure | 
24.2 |W 429/19 |} Star mostly off flan | 
Class II 
Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia 
| +DASILIOS AUGYSZ’b’ | CONSTANT’ SevDOC| 882(?) 
lax 
| | Bust facing, bearded, | Two busts facing, 
wearing loros and Constantine on 1., 
crown with cross. In| beardless, wearing 
r, hand, globus chlamys and crown 
| | surmounted by | with cross, holding 
| | patriarchal cross; in | in, hand gl. er.; 
| 1, akakia | Eudocia on r., 
| | ‘wearing loros and 
crown with cross and 
| | two pinnacles, 
| holding in 1. hand 
| cross scepter. Above, 
cross 
31 oN 444/19 Y | 
9320 |W 441/22 4 | 
33 |N 440/19 | 
"34 |N 439) 21 y | Ends DOSIAx 
2.5 Friend 1957 
2d.1-2 Whittemore 
W. —, T.—,R.— 
‘Two further specimens of this group (with x) in the Whittemore Collection appear to be 
‘modern forgeries. 
31-3 Whittemore 
'W. p. 437 (Paris), T. 5, R. — 
34 Peirce 1948 from Spink 30. vil. 36 


‘Same reverse die as T. 5 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
| FRACTIONAL GOLD 
| Class IIT 
| Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia 
| i TREMISSIS 
| FbASILIOS bASILEYS | +CONSTANTIN’ CeeH 882(7) 
| Bust facing, bearded, | DOCIA 
wearing loros and ‘Two busts facing, 
| crown with cross, | ' Constantine on L, 
| holding in r.hand | beardless, wearing 
| globus surmounted | chlamys and crown 
| by patriarchal cross, | with cross, Eudocia 
| in 1, akakia on r., larger, wearing 
loros and crown with 
| cross and pinnacles. 
Above, cross 
“4 |v 14 (Private coll.) | 
| Class IV 
| Basil, Leo, and Alexander 
| SEMISSIS 
| DA SILIO'AVEOS +LEO[NCEALEDJAY | 879(?) 
Bust facing, bearded, | Sox 
| | wearing loros and ‘Two busts facing, 
| | crown with cross, | beardlless, each 
| | holding in r. hand | wearing chlamys and 
| | | cross potent, inl, | crown with cross. 
akakia Above, cross 
“)  |a 205/17 4 ( (BN) j 
| broken 








4) 
dealer many years ago. 
© 


I do not know the present whereabouts of this coin, of which I was given a photograph by a 


BNC, 11.542-3/08. Published by Wroth, p. 437, Pl. L. 14, but as a solidus. The AYTOS after 


Basil’s name must be ad{yova}tos, not avroKpéeap. 
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Size 
No. | Metal | pie a Obverse | Reverse Date 
ms sition | 
| TREMISSIS 
bA SILIO’ANS’ +LeonceaLer’Av | 879(2) 
sv | 
6  |N 146/13 || Same type Same type 
| pierced | j | 
| MILIARESION 
| | +bASI | IhSHSXRI STUSNICA | 868-879 
| LIOsce | Cross potent on base | 
| Constan | and three steps, with 
| | ' TIMSPISTY globus beneath, all 
| bASILIS | within triple circle of | 
| Romeos dots | 
| | within triple circle of | 
| dots. Four pellets on 
| | inner circle, one each 
| | | above, below, and on | 
i | either side 
71 IR 292/25 4 j 
| plugged | 
7120 | 291/25 + | 
73 (R288 | 27 + | 
*74 |B 284) 25 4) | 
75 |B 2.83 | 2 + | 
76 |R 283/26 + | | 
pierced | | 
17) | 281 | 237 | 
pierced | 
6 Peirce 1948 from Platt 10. iii. 24 
W.5,T.— Re 
‘Wroth read S€ for C€ on the reverse, but the C is clear on our specimen and that at Milan. 
A specimen of unusually large module (16 mm.) at Berlin reads AVGG on the obverse, evidently 
2 die-sinker's error. 
ral Whittemore 
W. 6-7, T. 11-12, R. 1860 
7.2 Peirce 1948 from Schulman iv. 32 
73-9 Whittemore 


492 BASIL I — CONSTANTINOPLE — MILIARESION 








No | Metal | pi Bo Obvers Reverse Date 
| We | sition i 
| ey fee — 
| | | | 
| 
78 |R 278 | 24 7 | 868-879 
79 la 277) 254) i 
+710 |R 2.76/25 7 
zi | 2.74 | 25 “4 | No pellets on circle | 
pierced | 
712 |R 2.74) 23 7 | / 
713 R273.) 26 
“714 RK 2.66/23 7 | 


pierced | | 











715 |B 253) 24 | 
+716 |R 250) 25% | 
717 |R 2.47| 24 F | 
718 |R 2.42 | 24s 

pierced | | 
719 IR 241 | 24 4) | 
720 | 2.17] 24 4) | 





7.10 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 
7.11 Whittemore 
Letters of inscription very carelessly placed 
7.12 Whittemore 
7.13 Peirce 1948 from Glendining sale 9. ili. 31, lot 622 
7.1415 Whittemore 
716 Peirce 1948 
7.17-20 Whittemore 
‘There is also amongst the Whittemore coins a forgery of the period, much corroded, in copper 
or some other base metal (2.78 g., 24 mm. 4). 
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] | Size 
No. kira [Die Fe-| Obverse Reverse Date 
| | — I = 
] 
| FOLLIS 
Class 1 
Busts of Basil and Constantine 
| | -+ASILIOSSCONST’ +DASIL 868-870 
| auss sconszan 
| Two busts facing, TInOSEneo 
| | | Basil tol, bearded, | bASILEISR 
| Constantine to r., omaion 
| | smaller, beardless, 
| | each wearing 
| chlamys and crown 
! with cross, holding | 
| | between them by 
| their r. hands a 
labarum ornamented 
with + and 
| streamers | 
\ | (a) Rev. inser. ends (ROMAION 
Bat | 7.09 | 27 +| +bAL JST’APS 
| On labarum, + | 
*8a2 |B 5.07 | 26 4 JSILIOSSCON[ JA4SS | L’ for L 
*8a3 |B 4.28/26 | | +bASILIO[ JONSTA 
pierced Lvs 
j and 
broken 
a4 (A 4.06 | 26 | | +bASIL JSCOMSTAYS | IL off flan 
8 For reasons of symmetry, Basi’s chlamys is fastened at his left shoulder instead of his right. 
Our four specimens of this class are all in exceptionally poor condition. 
fal Schindler 1960 
W. 12-46, T.—, R. 1861 
$4.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
82.3 Swiss Collection 1959 
Ba4 Schindler 1960 


‘Thin and small flan 
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Obverse Reverse | Date 








(b) Rev, inser. ends (RJOMAON 
(8b) |B 704 | 26 +) (W.11) | 


| Class 2 
| | Basil and Constantine seated | 
| Inscription | +bASIL(I)O 
| Two figures seated on | sconstan 
double throne, TinOsendo 
facing, Basil to L., DASILEISR 
j bearded, Constantine omaion 


| | tor., smaller, beard- 
less, each wearing 
modified loros and 
crown with cross, } 
holding between 

| | them labarum 

| : ornamented with X 

| | and streamers 


| (a) Emperors with basileis title; 
| | rev. reads +bASILIO 








*9a.1 | 8.24 | 29 7 | +bASL SCONT JsiL 
4922 |B 7.09 | 30 4 +bASIL’ SCONSTLA | Overstruck on follis 
| si’ of Theophilus; 
[O]EO visible 
9a3 


(2 
9.4 la 5.72| 25 4) JbASIL’ 


| 
6.09 | 29 S. JL? SCONSTbASIL’ | 
[very worn I | 





(8b) Wroth implies that his Nos. 11-16 all end OMAON, but in fact this is true only of W. 11, 
9 Coins of Class 2a tend to be large and thin, with irregular edges; those of Class 2d are neater, 
thicker, and well rounded; and those of 2b are sometimes one and sometimes the other. The 
thin, spread fabric of some of these in 2a and 2b may be due to their being overstruck. 
9a.1-2 Whittemore 
W. 19-20, T. —, R. 1862 
9a.3 Swiss Collection 1956 
92.4 Whittemore 
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] Size 
No, | Metal | pie Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
=| _ 
(0) Same title, but +bASILO 868-870 
“9p. | 8.15] 30 \.| JONSTBASIL’ Trace of overstriking 
"9.2 | 7.64| 27 || +DASIL [ JONSTBA | No bar above 60 
SIs 
*%.3 |E 7.16/26 4) bASILIOS SCONSTA First line ends O? 
| TbASL’ | 
%4 |\E 7.08 [28 4 +bAS[ JONSTbASIL | Overstruck on obv. 
| Overstruck on rev. | of Theophilus 
| | of Theophilus | 
9.5 |B 5.69/26 | +bASILO SCONSTA | First line endsO> | 
TICIDASIL | 
*9b.6 |£ 4.97) 27 |) +bASILO SCONSTb First line ends O? | 
ASILS 
| (©) Mule with rev. of Class 3 
*9 le 6.40 | 27 \, | +bASILO COnsTAN | +bASILO® | SCONST 
TbASIL’ ‘An | TSLeOnen | 
| | GObASILS | ROMAON 
(@) Emperors with augustoi title; 
| rev. reads -HbASILO> 
*9d.1 |4E 9.01 | 27 4 | +bASILO CONSTAY 
: I sou 
9b.1 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
W. 18, T. 21, R. 1863 
902 Whittemore 
9b.3-4 Schindler 1960 
9.5 Peirce 1948 
9b.6 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
96 Peirce 1948 
WTR 
‘The reverse inscription ought to read ROMEON, but ROMAON had been a common error in 
Class 1. 
941 Schindler 1960 


W.17,T.—, R.— 


496 BASIL I — CONSTANTINOPLE — FOLLIS 





] Size | ~ 
Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we | sition 





+942 7.42, | 27 7 | +bASILO SCONSTA | First line ends O 868-870 
yest” 
6.62 | 27 || +bASIL SCONSTA | 
| ass" | 
6.48 | 27 / | +bASILO SCOnSTA | 
| Yast | | 
6.20 | 26 4) +bASIL’ Constat | 
565 i 


94.3 


94.4 


Be & B 


194.5, 


Class 3 | 
> 


Basil, Constantine, and Leo; | 
| Basil’s hand not shown | 


| | | +LeonbasiLscons +bASIL 870-879 
TANS constan 
| Three half-figures, TsLeonen 
facing, Basil in QObASILS 
center, bearded, Romeon | 
wearing loros and 
crown with cross, 
Leo and Constantine 
tol. and r. 
respectively, smaller, 
beardiess, each 
wearing chlamys and 
crown with cross 





| | (a) No symbol beneath rev. inser. 
*10a.1 | 9.27 | 28 “| +LEOMbASILSCONS | | 














94.2-3 Whittemore 
94.4 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii. 28 
94.5 Friend 1957 
10a On these coins the loros is worn in the normal way, running from Basil's left shoulder to his 
ight hip, and the chlamys of each of the junior emperors is correctly fastened at the right 
shoulder. On the coins classified as 10b these parts of the design are reversed from left to right. 
10a.1 Schindler 1960 
W.— TR 
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Size 
sition 
| = ! 
| | | 
*10a.2 |B 8.17 28 4 JLCOMSt’AYSs’ | +bASIL‘ and L* 870-879 
| Overstruck on (for Ls) 
| Theophilus | 
*10a.3 |B 6.53 | 27 \, | +LeOnbasiLscons 
| TAY | 
s10a4 | 624) 31 \| qeonbr ya4se | +bASILY and 
| | | GObASIL’ Overstruck 
*10a.5 |B 5.66 | 27 ,/ | +LEO[ JSIL’sCONS | +bASIY 
| Tausse 
| Overstruck 
10.6 |B 5.39 | 26 7 | +LEONbASILSCOnS 
| TAL 
*10a.7 | 5.36 | 25 4 | +LEONbASILSCONS | Two top lines 
TANM[ISOST] | confused by over- 
| Overstruck on | strike; DASILIO of 
Class 2 Class 2 legible 
*10a8 |B 454/27 ,/ | Inscr. illegible; | -HDASIL and L’ (for 
| overstruck on Ls); Lenen for 
| Theophilus Leonen 
tob.1 | 6.63 | 26 | +LEONbASILSCONST | 
| asa | 
| Costumes reversed 
from 1. tor. 
*10b.2 |B 5.27 26 \ | Reads bASILCON 
Costumes reversed 
from 1. tor. 
10a.2-3 Whittemore 
102.4 Schindler 1960 
103.5 Shaw 1947 
10.6 Whittemore 
108.7 Whittemore 
Curious style. The OST at the end of the obverse inscription belongs to the earlier striking. 
100.8 Whittemore 
Thin flan and poor lettering 
10b.1 Swiss Collection 1956 


10b.2 


W. 24, T. =, R.— 
‘Whittemore 
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Size ] 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition 
a | 
| i 
| . 
| (b) + below rev. inscr. 870-879 
*10c1 | 7.61 30 7 | JONbAS[ JCONSt[ | JNSTAL | JSLEOnef | 
Overstruck on SObASILS | ROMEON 
Theophilus |+ 
*10c.2 |B 4.51 | 29 ,/ | (CEOFILO)BASIL[ |Top 2 lines confused 
Overstruck on by earlier striking; | 
| | ‘Theophilus 08 for ©O 
(c) below rev. inser. | 
10d.1 |B 7.17 | 26 \,| +LEONL JICONSTAY’ | +bASILY | CONSTAN | 
T’sLeonen | SObAS 
| IL’ | ROMEON | 
| Overstruck 
*10d.2 | 6.43 | 28 ,/ | LEONbASIL’cOnst’ | 
asa’ | 
*10d.3 | 5.94 27 ,” | +LeEOnbASILsconst | 
| ay 
| 
| | | (a) Mules with rev. of Class 2 
*10e1 |a2 7.64 | 26 \,| +LEONDASIL’, J” | +bASILIO | Sconst | 
| An | TINOSEndd | 
DASILEISR | OMAION 7 
10c.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W.25,T.—, R.— 
10c.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
Struck on a very thin flan 
10d Specimens of this class are too numerous to be regarded as mules with Class 4, as one would 
otherwise be inclined to make them. 
104.1 Whittemore 
W. 26-29, T.—, R.— 
The star beneath the inscription is uncertain, Tt may be a confused reproduction of Basil's 
crown from an earlier striking, of which JICONSAI[ is legible. The crown would be 
appropriately positioned on the dic. 
104.2. Whittemore 
‘The star beneath the inscription has been corroded into a cross, but the position of the rays 
shows that it was originally a star. 
104.3 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
10e.1 Whittemore 


W.—, T=, Re 
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Size 
No, | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt sition 
| 
| | 
“1002 | 7.21 27 4 | +LEOMbASILSCONS | Same inscription 870-879 
| tayss’ 
| j | Class 4 
| | Basil, Constantine, and Leo; 
Basil’s 1. hand raised 
+LEOMbASIL CONST | Same inser. as 
auss’ Class 3, but * 
Similar type, but__| beneath 
Basil wears modified _| 
| toros and raises 1. | 
hand in front; | | 
H | chlamys of Leo and of| | 
| Constantine fastened 
| at |. shoulder | 
“111 |B 9.23) 28 | | 
“12 E914] 28 \ 
13 |E 891/26 4 
114 |B 7.86] 28 4 
11.5 | 7.70 | 26 | bASL for bASIL 
Ends A4SS 
116 |B 7.63/27 4 | 
11.7 |B 751) 27 \| AforA 
us |B 7.29 4 | DASL for bASIL, 
11.9 |B 6.98) 28 \,| -+LebAsiL ConTAYG’ 
100.2 Schindler 1960 
11 Om coins of this class Basil's bust is larger than on Class 3, so that the cross of the crown 
breaks the obverse inscription. The modified loros is no longer a scarf, but a robe hanging 
straight down from the shoulders and neck. Sometimes, influenced by the old design, the 
die-cutter has slightly distorted the squares of the pattern into lozenges, There is much less 
variety of inscription than in the preceding classes. 
114-7 Whittemore 
W. 22-23, T.—, R, 1865 
11.8 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
11.9 Peirce 1948 


The unusual obverse inscription might be the result of double striking, but cf. W. 21 and 
R, 1864 with +LE’DASIL’ and CONT. 
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Size 




















No. | es Die Be Obverse Reverse Date 
| 
| | 
“11.10 |B 6.76 27 || Reads COnT’ausy | | 870-879 
11.11 (B 6.37/28 || +LEONbAS CONST’ | Reads +bASIL’; OO 
| Anse: | for 0 in the | 
| | 4th line 
“1112 (B 6.28 | 26 \.) +LEONbAS scONst | 
| aus | 
11.13 |B 6.01 | 28 4| bASL for BASIL 
| Ends A4SS | 
1114 |B 6.01] 25 4 | 
11.15 |B 5,73] 26 || Ends Aus’ | 
‘1116 |B 5.52] 27 4) CONT for Const Last letter of each | 
} } line off flan | 
11.17 |B 5.03 | 28 4 | 
| Class 5 
Basil alone | 
4DASILIO S bASILE | +bASIL | 
vsx loseneeo 
| Basil seated facing bASILEVS 
| on lyre-backed Romeon 
| throne, bearded, | | 
| wearing modified | 
loros and crown with | 
| cross, holding in r. | 
hand labarum, 
| | resting 1. on lap 
11.10 Whittemore 
11.11 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
11.12-14 Whittemore 
11.15 Schindler 1960 
11.16 Whittemore 


11.17 
12 


Unusual style. The letters are carelessly formed, the crown, hair, and shoulders of Basil are 
outlined with pellets, and in general all the lines are extremely fine. The hair of all three 


figures curls at the neck more markedly than usual, 


Schindler 1960 


‘The upper part of Basil’s robe is that of the modified loros of Class 4, though it does not hang 
evenly over his knees and the die-sinker seems to have been at a loss over how to represent 
it, One would expect the emperor to be holding an akakia in his left hand, as with the 
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Size ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse i} Reverse | Date 
We. sition | 
— + i 
| | 
21 lm 9.75/27 \ | | 879-886 
12.2 8.23 | 27 | 
123 8.06 | 26 \. 
124 7.79 | 27 
125 |B 7.07 | 27 ,/| Star¥ 
126 |B 6.69 | 26 \ 
127 |B 622/26 || Star* 
128 | 6.21/25 4} 
| HALF FOLLIS. j 
| Basil, Leo, and Alexander | 
\ bA SILIO'ANG’ +LEONCEALETIASS 
| Bust facing, bearded, | Two busts facing, 
wearing loros and | beardless, each 
| crown with cross, wearing chlamys and 
| holding in r. hand crown with cross. 
| cross potent, in, | Above, * or + 
| akakia | 





12.1 


12.2 
123 
12.4 
125 
12.6 
12.7-8 
1314 





comparable solidi of Class II of Leo TV and Constantine a century earlier (above, p. 329n.), 
and one may be intended, but as with Class 4 none is clearly shown, The labarum is always 
ormamented with X and streamers. 
Peirce 1948 from Spink iii, 29 
W. 8-10, T. 13, R. 1851 
Whittemore 
Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
Whittemore 
Schindler 1960 from Egger 1914 
Peirce 1948 from Bourgey 
Whittemore 
‘The reasons for attributing these coins to Constantinople, despite their unusual types and 
fabric, as also for treating them as a single “denomination,” are set out above, pp. 479-80. 
The inscriptions, which are never complete, have had to be reconstructed with the help of 
several specimens. The flans were normally too small for the dies, and even when they were 
large enough, as with 132.1, the dies may have been centered badly and the coins carelessly 
struck. 

The busts on the reverses of 13a (with >) are fairly large and about equal in size, while 
those of 13b (with +) are slenderer, and Alexander is shown as smaller than Leo. Both types 
of die are used indifferently on large and small fans. Nos. 13a.3, and even more 13a.4, are 
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] 
| Met 
No. ei Obverse Reverse | Date 
(a) * above heads on rev. 879-886 
*13a1 |B 5.13 22 4) bASILIT +L ICL | 
*1a2 |B 448/21 \ bA SL +LEOL 
*13a3 | 2.57/20 4) bAL JO’AY Hel JCEALL | 
‘Bad |B 2.06/17 4 | yoraus’ ynceaLent | 
i (b) + above heads on rev. | 
*13b.1 |B 2.80 17 4 | bASILIO’AL +LeL | 
*13b2 |B 214 4 | Inscr, off flan +Leoncl | 
type on small flans, while there was formerly in the de Sauley collection one of + type on 
a large fan. 
Our specimens are differently corroded or patinated, and show no trace of any common 
provenance. 
13a In addition to the four specimens here, I have noted one each in Paris (BNC, Pl. uxxvj07), 
Berlin, Copenhagen, and Naples. 
13a.1 Swiss Collection 1956 from Ratto sale 9. xii, 30, lot 1866 
W.—, T.—, R, 1866 This coin 
13a.2 Schindler 1960 from Bertelé 
13a.3. Swiss Collection 1956 
‘Thin, rather irregularly shaped flan, This may be identical with Ratto 1867, which is not 
illustrated. 
13a.4 Swiss Collection 1956, 
‘Thin flan, not well rounded 
13b The obverse dies of these were of the same style and size as those of 13a, so that when the 
fans are very small, as with 13b.2, the whole of the inscription is off flan. The dies of the 
reverses are of superior style, like that of the semissis described above (No. 5), with slender, 
well-designed busts, but although the busts are smaller than those of 13a the complete dic- 
face was probably the same size. There is another specimen of this group at Berlin (cross 
not visible) and one in his collection, struck on a large flan, was illustrated by F. de Saulcy, 
Essai de classification des suites monélaives byzantines (Metz, 1836), Pl. xix. 6. Although 
the illustration omits the cross, the slender busts show that it belonged to this group. Tts 
present whereabouts is unknown to me, for it was not separately catalogued in the relevant 
Furstenberg sale. 
13b.1 Swiss Collection from Ratto sale 9. xii, 30, lot 1868 
W. —, T.—, R. 1868 This coin 
13b.2 Schindler 1960 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
me sition 





Syracuse 
SEMISSIS. 


bAS ILEIOc con STANT’ 868-879 
Bust facing, bearded, | Similar bust to obv., 
| wearing loros and but wearing chlamys 
} crown with cross, 
holding inr. hand | 
gl. cr. 


(a) Nothing before obv. inscr. 
“I4a (a) 1.06 14 4 
(14b) (4) 1.35] 14 4 | (W. 30, 32, T.9 bis) 








A for L | 
(b) before obv. inser. 
“15 (A) 1.08 | 14 \, 
‘TREMISSIS 
| bAS ILelOcb con STANTS 
| Similar bust, but | Similar bust, but 
costume obscure, costume obscure, 
| holding cross potent | holding cross potent 
| inwards | outwards 








*(16) | 0.94) 14 4 | (ANS Museum) 


14a Schindler 1960 
W.—, T. 9, R. 1859, Ricotti 244 
This specimen seems to be copper, with a trace of gilding. The obverse and reverse have becn 
accidentally interchanged on the plate. 
15 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W. 31, T. —, R.—, Ricotti 245 
‘This is of gilded copper. Specimens of No. 14, unlike those of No. 13, are somewhat rare, 
(16) There is no trace of gilding on this coin, which so far as I know is unique. 
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Size ] - 
No. | Metal | pie Po. Obverse | Reverse Date 
wt sition | 
Cherson 
| Class 1 | 
| | Basil alone | 
B Tor., cross [A | 867-868 
(a) No symbol in rev. field 
1Tad |B 1.60 | 13 \ | Cross obscure 
*17a2 |B 157/14 || | 
*17a.3 | 087/13 + | | 
(b) Cross to r. on rev. 
(17) | 18 4 | (I. 19, Oreshnikov 18) | 
(¢) Cross to 1. and r. on reverse 
| iM 
+170 | 2.00 | 13 7 | | 
| Class 2 
| Basil and Constantine 
| | | BA Border of dots. | Ka) Above, T | 868-c.876 
| | Above, « Beneath, .” 
| Beneath, .”. | Border of dots 
18 |e 555) 21 + _ 
17a.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W.—, T.—, R. 1856-57, Oreshnikov — 
17a.2. Whittemore 
172.3 Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 
7c Schindler 1960 
W. 36-37, T. 20, R. —, Oreshnikov 19 
18 Peirce 1948 


‘W.—, T. — R.—, Oreshnikov 61-62 (as Basil II and Constantine VIII) 


‘The pellets in the field are very faint on our specimens, but can be clearly seen in Oreshnikov's 


illustrations, 
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‘Metal ove teverse: at 
No. we, | BePe- Obverse Re Date 
| 
| Class 3 
| Basil and Constantine ©.876-879 
| A Tol,KTor., Cross on base and 
W Border of dots two steps. To 1. and 
| r,, pellet. Border of 
| dots 
“19.1 |B 10.84 | 24 + 
19.2 |B 8.54/23 + 
Class 4 
Basil alone 
| A Linear border Cross erosslet on base | 879-886 
i and two steps. To 1. 
| and r,, pellet. Linear 
| | border 
| ) No symbol in obv. field 
20a.1 |B 626/19 + | 
20a.2 |B 5.05/18 + 
*20a3 |B 4.46/21 + | 
broken | 
20a4 |B 435) 20% | | 
19.1 Peirce 1948 


19.2 
20 


20a.1 


200.2 


20a.3 
200.4 


W. 38, T. —, R.—, Oreshnikoy 23 
The ends of the arms of the cross on coins of this class are slightly swollen (‘‘cross pommée"), 
and it may have been intended as a cross crosslet, but all detail has been obscured by the 
casting. 

Whittemore 

On this class the cross is definitely a cross crosslet, i.e., a cross with a short transverse bar 
near the end of each arm, though the detail is often not clear. The lower loop of the B some- 
times assumes the form of a delta, perhaps intended as a monogram of Baoius BowrSam5. 
Schindler 1960 from Egger 1914 

W. 34, T. 14-17, R. 1852-54, Oreshnikov 20-21 

Schindler 1960 

Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 

Schindler 1960 
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| Size | | 
No. | bag Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
j » | sition | | 
| | | | 
| | 
2005 |B 4.32/20 + 879-886 
20a.6 |B 397 17 + | 
20a.7 |B 3.13/18 + | 
20a.8 | 2.73/16 + | | 
*20a.9 |B 261/17 + | 
20a.10 |B 1.75 | 17 i 
| (b) Pellet to 1. and r. on obv. 
*20b1 |B 3.90 18 + 
*20b.2 |B 3.60/17 + 
*20b.3 |B 2.51/17 + 
20b.4 |az 2.28) 17 4) | 





20a.5 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 

20a.6 Schindler 1960 

20a.7 Whittemore 

20a.8 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
‘This has the A form characteristic of Class 4b, but there does not seem to be a pellet on 
cither side of the letter. The whole impression is so faint, however, that the coin may in fact 
Delong to Class 4b. 

202.9 Peitce 1948 from Raymond 1928 

20.10 Swiss Collection 1956 
Letter form 2, as No. 20a.8, but no trace of pellets 

20b All these coins have a triangular lower loop to the B, forming a BA monogram (A). 

20b.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
'W. 35, T. 18, R. 1855, Oreshnikov 22 

20b.2 Whittemore 

200.3 Schindler 1960 

20b.4 Swiss Collection 1956 


LEO VI the Wise 
29 August 886 - 11 May 912 
Titular Augustus from 6 January 870 


Colleagues: Alexander (from Sept./Nov. 879) 
Constantine VII (from 15 May 908) 





Leo VI had been associated on the throne by his father in 870, so that his succession 
in 886 occasioned no difficulty. In theory he was associated with his younger brother 
Alexander, and the unsatisfactory relations between them took second place only to 
Leo's matrimonial troubles during his long reign. The new emperor seems to have believed 
that he was Michael III’s son, not Basil's, for although in his funeral oration on the latter 
the outward decencies were preserved, almost his first act as effective ruler was to bring 
back Michael’s body from its humble tomb at Chrysopolis and inter it with those of 
other emperors in the Church of the Holy Apostles. Alexander was kept in the background 
throughout the reign. But although the two brothers were frequently on bad terms, there 
is no evidence that Alexander was ever formally deprived of the crown, as Lambros and 
some other scholars have supposed. 

In 882 Leo was married by Basil to a lady named Theophano, sorely against his wishes, 
and his life was thenceforward dominated by his matrimonial difficulties. Theophano, 
who is venerated as a saint by the Greek Church, died in 897 without having provided 
her husband with an heir. Leo promptly married in turn his mistress Zoe (898) and Eudocia 
Baiana (900), but each died a year after her marriage, leaving the emperor still without 
a son. Third marriages were condemned both by canon law and by Leo's own legislation; 
fourth marriages were barely conceivable. But on 3 September 905? Leo had a son by 
his current mistress, Zoe Carbonopsina, and it was necessary to legalize the boy’s position 
if the succession was to be assured. On 6 January 906 the patriarch agreed to the baptism 
of the child in Saint Sophia on condition that Leo separated from his mother. A few days 
later the emperor showed how little he cared for his undertakings by marrying Zoe and 
raising her to the dignity of Augusta. With papal assistance he managed to ride out the 
ensuing storm, and on 15 May 908 the three-year-old Constantine was crowned co-Augustus 


+S. P. Lambros, “Leo und Alexander als Mitkaiser von Byzanz," BZ, 4 (1895), 92-8. For the 
contrary view, see Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State (1956), 215, note 1, and sources there 
cited. 

* That the month was September follows from the fact that Constantine's age, at the time of his 
death, was 54 years and 2 months (Jenkins in DOP, 19 [1965], 109). That the day was the 3rd is 
shown by an imperial horoscope published and discussed by David Pingree in Vol. 27 of DOP. 
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by his father. Alexander, however, was still alive, so that when Leo died on 11 May 912, 
Alexander and Constantine were jointly his successors. 

Leo's coinage presents a number of puzzling features. The chief solidus type is one of 
Leo and Constantine VII, and so must have been struck between 908 and 912, Apart from 
it there is only a rare ceremonial coinage in the name of Leo alone, which means that 
during most of the reign no gold can have been struck at all. The folles, on the other hand, 
were all issued in the names of Leo and Alexander or of Leo alone; there are none of Leo 
and Constantine. The two mints were Constantinople and Cherson, the latter producing 
a local coinage and the products of Constantinople, which were stylistically very uniform, 
supplying the rest of the Empire. As under Basil I, however, there were half folles of 
rough fabric which at first sight seem to be provincial in character, but which should 
probably be ascribed to Constantinople. 

Class I of the solidus, which is extremely rare, has on the obverse a facing bust of the 
Virgin orans, with the inscription +MARIA+. It was the first time that the Virgin had been 
shown on any Byzantine coin. The reverse has the facing bust of the emperor with a long 
beard, wearing a heavy crown and a chlamyswith a richly decorated tablion. The revival 
of naturalistic portraiture was to influence the occasional issues of Constantine VII's 
reign, as well as much of the coinage of the eleventh century. There are two varieties of 
inscription, one with €N X'G) and the spelling ROMN, the other, which is much commoner 
and has rather smaller lettering, with €N CRISTO and ROMEON. Class II has on the obverse 
a seated figure of Christ (Type 2), modified from that used on the solidi of Basil I, and on 
the reverse the standing figures of Leo and Constantine, each wearing a loros and holding 
a globus cruciger, supporting between them a patriarchal cross. The figures are purely 
conventional, Constantine being shown as a boy some fifteen years old when in fact he 
was only an infant, but the design as a whole is well balanced and successful. The same is 
true of the figure of Christ on the obverse. The proportions and details of the seated figure 
and the throne are much better rendered than had been those of the seated Christ on 
the coins of Basil. The folds of the clothing are depicted more realistically; the book on 
Christ’s knee is held in place by his left hand clasping its outer edge. Only the position of 
the right hand remains clumsy; it protrudes above the sling of the cloak instead of being 
lifted high, as on the earlier representation, and faces inward in the characteristic gesture 
of the Christ Pantocrator. The icon represented must in fact be different from that of 
Basil’s coins. Bellinger has suggested that it might be the seated Christ of the narthex 
of Saint Sophia,* which if correct would provide an identification for the kneeling emperor 


3 The date 9 June 911 given by most modern scholars is incorrect. Theophanes Continuatus (Bonn 
‘ed., 375) and other versions of the Logothete's chronicle state that it occurred on Whitsunday, 
‘and the Pseudo-Symeon (Bonn ed., 711) gives it as Leo's 25th year, i.e., 911, when Whitsunday fell 
‘on9 June. But the Pseudo-Symeon’s dates are notoriously unreliable, the coins of the joint reign of 
Leo and Constantine are too common for an issue of only eleven months, and the dating formulae of 
Italian charters make it clear that the year was 908, when Whitsunday fell on 15 May. See P. Grierson 
and R. J. H. Jenkins, ““The Date of Constantine VII's Coronation,” Byzaniion, 32 (1962), 133-8. 

« Theoph. Cont., 377. 

© “Byzantine Notes, 6. The Coins of Constantine Porphyrogennetus and his Associates,” MN, 13 
(1967), 152-3. He had originally made this suggestion to J. D. Breckenridge in connection with the 
latter's study of the coinage of Justinian II (The Numismatic Iconography of Justinian 11, 56, note 47) 
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in the mosaic, but the gestures of benediction are different in the two cases. No doubt 
the coin represents one of the great mosaics completed in the late ninth century, but we 
have no evidence as to which it may have been. 

The date of Class II, which is common, offers no problems; it must have been struck 
between 908 and 912. The rarity and the unusual type of Class I are equally difficult to 
explain. Wroth was inclined to regard the coin as representing a special issue struck by 
Leo at his “coronation,” by which, presumably, he meant his accession as peyos Bootheds, 
for Leo had been crowned as a child and would not have been crowned again in 886. The 
objection to this, as Wroth recognized, is that the portrait on the coins is that of a much 
older man, and while conventional portraits took little account of age, a characterized 
portrait could scarcely turn a youth of twenty into a long-bearded sage in his forties or 
fifties. Lambros argued that the coins were late, but, while this is almost certainly the 
case, his reasoning will not bear examination, since he believed that Leo ceased to regard 
Alexander as joint emperor in ¢.904 and that all coins in Leo's name alone were subsequent 
to this date. Probably the coin was struck on the occasion of some ceremony or event in 
which a church or image of the Virgin played a prominent role, but none of our sources 
throw any light on what this may have been. Leo's first wife, St. Theophano, died at 
Blachernae, the most prominent shrine of the Virgin in the city, and his mistress Zoe 
was miraculously healed of diabolic possession by the girdle of the Virgin in the church 
of the Chalcoprateia,* but it seems unlikely that either of these circumstances would 
have provided the occasion for the coin. The completion of one of the several churches 
begun by Basil I and dedicated to the Virgin may possibly be the answer, but for the 
moment the date and circumstances of the issue of the coin must be left an open question.? 
All one can say is that it probably belongs to the later years of the reign. 

This in effect means that in the first two decades of Leo’s reign, between 886 and 908, 
no solidi were struck at all. Why this should have been so is difficult to understand; gold 
does not seem to have been in short supply, and one would have expected that Leo, 
denied any place on the solidus during Basil’s reign, would have seized the earliest possible 
opportunity of minting in his own name. Whatever the reason, however, it would seem 
that the interruption in the issue of gold is the explanation of a curious piece of legislation 
which dates from his reign. The regular melting and reminting of the coin brought to 
the treasury in the form of taxes ensured that the gold coinage was, in normal times, 
regularly renewed, and it seems that in addition some emperors formally demonetized 
the coins of their predecessors, though the mixed character of coin hoards suggests that 
this can only have been very occasionally done or was in practice ineffective. It would 


‘R, Janin, Le géographie ecclésiastique de Vempire bysantin, Pt. 1, Vol. IIL (Paris, 1953), 172, 248, 
253-4. 

7 There is no need to discuss Adrien Blanchet’s theory that the coin was a Denkmiinze struck by 
Constantine VII, at the same date (945) as his own portrait coins, and not one of Leo VI's reign at all 
((‘L'influence artistique de Constantin Porphyrogénéte,”” Mélanges Henri Grégoire, 1 (= Annuaire de 
LInstitut de philologie et d'histoire orientales et slaves, 9 (Brussels, 1949)], 97-104.) This, as Bellinger 
hhas pointed out, can be excluded on epigraphical grounds ('‘Byzantine Notes, 5, Three Imperial 
Portraits,” MIN, 13 [1967], 141-8). The letters of the coin inscriptions in the mid-tenth century are 
so sinall and badly formed as to be barely legible, while those on Leo's coin are large and clear, as was 
normal on all gold coinage before the late 920's. 
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raise difficulties for merchants and tax-collectors, however, when no gold coins of a 
reigning emperor existed at all; so it is not surprising that Leo sharply condemned the 
practice, ordering that coins of all emperors, provided they were genuine and of the proper 
weight and fineness, should pass current at the same rate 

Leo's miliaresia are common and present no difficulties. Class I, in the name of Leo 
alone, can be dated 886-908; Class IT, in those of Leo and Constantine, belongs to 908-12. 
‘The coins differ from their predecessors in minor particulars: Leo VI, and subsequently 
his son, assume for the first time on the coins the title eusedes, which replaces the pistos 
of Theophilus, Michael, and Basil, and Leo terms himself emperor €N X'W) instead of 
€C @€Y, the traditional formula of the Isaurian and Amorian periods. The middle of the 
three outer circles of dots which forms the border on the obverse is decorated with eight 
large globules. These are presumably imitated from those on the Abbasid dirhem, but 
at the same time represent a development of the four pellets which had marked the 
innermost border of dots on the miliaresia of Basil I. 

Two classes of follis were struck in the name of Leo VI alone and one in those of Leo 
and Alexander. The order of issue is uncertain; it could be satisfactorily established only 
on the basis of hoards, overstrikes, or mules, and no positive evidence regarding any of 
these seems to be available. The coins of two of the classes are very common, and they 
all tend to be found in good condition. The coins with the bust of Leo, which are novel 
in design and were the only one of the three types to be imitated under Constantine VII, 
notably on a ceremonial issue of Christopher which can be assigned to 921 (below, 
Pl. xxxvint.24), should almost certainly be placed last, but it is difficult to establish the 
order of the other two classes. Both are identical with types issued under Basil I, and it 
seems most natural to put first the type with Leo enthroned, which is much rarer than the 
other, on the ground that this continues what appears to be the last of Basil’s issues. 
Leo would thus have first shown himself alone on his coinage,? but subsequently, lacking 
an heir, would have reconciled himself to the admission of Alexander as a colleague. It 
could on the other hand be argued that at first Leo would have had to accept his brother 
asco-Augustus, in accordance with Basil's wishes, and only after he had been on the throne 
for a few years would he have felt strong enough to eliminate Alexander from the coinage. 
This would put first the type with two seated figures, an order supported by three 
facts: that all half folles are of a type which presupposes the existence of this class of 
follis; that a small hoard of eleven coins found at Bratimir in 1957 seems to have included 
only those types with Leo alone, which suggests that these were consecutive issues;! 
and that the two types with Leo alone have identical reverse inscriptions. The evidence 


§ Les Novelles de Léon VI, le Sage, ed. P. Noailles and A. Dain (Paris, 1944), 199-201, No. 52. The 
“legislation” of previous emperors, to which Leo alludes, is unknown, and I suspect that he may have 
had in mind some particular edict, now lost, of Basil I. There is no evidence that Byzantine gold coins 
were normally demonetized. In commenting on Novel 52 in my “Coinage and Money in the Byzantine 
Empire,” 423-4, 1 somewhat misinterpreted its terms, assuming that it was directed against value 
differentials made by merchants and not formal demonetizations by government edict. 

* Wroth suggests a connection between Leo's ‘coronation’ and the folles with a seated figure, but 
Leo, as has been pointed out already, was crowned in 870, not in 886. 

¥T, Gerasimov, ‘“Kolektivni nakhodki ot moneti prez 1956 i 1957 g.,”" Ievestiya na Arhheologi- 
cheskiya Institut, 22 (1959), 361. 
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either way, however, is quite inconclusive, and the sequence given in the catalogue, that 
of a short seated-figure issue followed by much lengthier issues of Leo and Alexander 
and of Leo alone, cannot be regarded as other than hypothetical. The dates proposed 
are based on rough estimates of the comparative rarity of the coins, and not too much 
weight can be attached to them. 

The half folles are a problem to themselves. Their obverse type consists of the two 
busts of Leo and Alexander holding a labarum, but the “busts” are in fact the upper parts 
of two seated figures, like those of Class 2 of the follis; one can sometimes see elements 
of the upper part of the throne to the left or right. On the reverse is an inscription in 
four lines. The reverses are sometimes struck with dies intended for the denomination, 
c. 17 mm. in diameter, but often a follis die has been used instead, the letters being large 
and parts of the inscription consequently off flan. The obverse dies, on the other hand, 
have always been made for the denomination; this is clear from the position at which 
the inscription begins and the fact that the seated figures ordinarily wear a traditional 
loros, while on the corresponding folles they always wear a modified one. The untidy 
fabric and inferior design of the coins suggest that they are from a provincial mint, though 
Wroth treated them as Constantinopolitan. Mr. Bellinger, in the first draft of this Catalogue, 
classified them as provincial, and I was originally of the same opinion. The fact that some 
of them were struck with follis reverse dies seems to rule this out, and I would now treat 
them as Constantinopolitan, though the work of less skilful craftsmen than were employed 
for the folles. 

The coinage of Cherson under Leo V1 is interesting mainly because it saw the introduc- 
tion of a type with facing bust, presumably suggested by the unusual solidus type from 
Constantinople, which was to continue into the reign of Constantine VII. There are coins 
with the first two letters of Leo's own name (A€) and with the initials of Leo and Alexander 
(AA), but the order of issue is quite uncertain. 
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Size | 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition | 





| Constantinople 
souipus 

| Class I 

Leo VI alone 

| (a) With en XW 


MARIA | LeOnenx.W bASILe | 886-908 
Bust of the Virgin | YsROMAN 
facing, orans, Bust of Leo VI 
wearing tunic and | facing, with long 
maphorion. In field | beard, wearing | 
1, FAR; r., OF chlamys with 
elaborate tablion and 
crown with cross 
composed of four 
| | pellets. In r. hand, 
globus surmounted 
by patriarchal cross 














Ma 8 431/20 4 


| | | (0) With en cRissO. 
Same inser. and type | LEONENERISSO bAS 











| ILEYSROMEON 
| | Same type 
tht ja 437] 20 7 | 
*1b.2 |’ 4,25| 20 4 | Samedieas1b.1 | Same die as 1b.1 
ib3 |v 422/19 7 
plugged 





1a Schindler 1960 from Egger 10. ii. 16 
W.1, R.— 

tb.1 Peirce 1948 
W. p. 445, R. 1869 

1b.2 Whittemore 

1b.3 Whittemore 
R. 1869 This coin 
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Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
bis sition 
Class I 
| Leo VI and Constantine VIL 
+IhSXPSREX RESNA | LeOneTCOnssAnd’ | 908-912 
NTIum AMG@’ROM’ 
Christ seated (Type | To l,, Leo VI standing! 
Ib) facing, bearded, facing, with short 
on wide lyre-backed beard, holding gl. cr. 
throne, wearing tunic | in r. hand. To r., 
| and himation, r. hand | smaller Constan- 
blessing outwards in | tine VII standing 
sling of himation, 1. facing, beardless, 
hand holding book with gl. cr. in 1. 
| (by spine) on knee Each wears crown 
| | | with cross, and loros 
| with the fringed end 
| ornamented by # 
and falling over 
| Leo's r. arm and 
Constantine’s 1. 
| | Between them they 
| | hold long patriarchal 
| | cross 
21 8 44322 4| AforA | 
22 8 436/21 | 
"230 N  4.36/ 21 4] i 
24 |W 435/21 | 
25 | 426| 20 
clipped i 
26 a 420/19 | 
|_ clipped | 














2.1 Whittemore 
W. 2-3, R. 1879-80 

2.2 Whittemore 

23 Peirce 1948 from Spink viii. 28 

2.4 Peirce 1948 from Ars Classica Sale XII, 18. x. 26, lot 3072 

25-8 Whittemore 
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No. 


27 


2.8 


31 


32 
33 
3.4 
35 








we | Obverse | Reverse | 
= | = me 
| | 
AN 418) 20 908-912 
clipped | | 
A 392) 21 4! | 
worn and | 
| plugged | | 
| | | 
| | MILIARESION | 
| Class I | 
i Leo VI alone | 
| +Lewn InS4SXRI STUSHICA | 886-908 
eNnX-Wev Cross potent on base | 
SEbHSbASI and three steps. 
| | LeVSRU) Beneath, globus. 
maion Three borders of dots 
Three borders of 
dots, the central one 
| | ornamented with 
| | eight globules 
IR 3.00 24 7 
pierced | 
IR 2.88 | 24 7 
IR 2.76 | 23 7 | 
\R 2.65 | 25 A i 
IR 2.49 | 23+ _ _| 











34 


32 
33 
34 
35 


Schindler 1960 from Egger 17. xii. 12 
W. 4-5, R. 1870-1 

Peirce 1948 from Fiirstenberg Sale, lot 1681 

Peirce 1948 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale ifi, 28 (Morconi collection) 


LEO VI~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ &R, AZ 


515 























| 
Metal 
No. We. | Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
rd 
| | Class TT 
| Leo VI and Constantine VIL 
| +Leonce | Same inser. and type | 908-912 
| CONSTANT! 
| | TWENX-WEV 
S€bISbASI | 
| urrom’ | 
‘Three borders of 
dots, the central one 
| ornamented with 
| eight globules 
41 |R 296] 25 7 
42 |R 294/244 | | 
“43° R 287/25 7 | | 
44 (R283) 2477 | 
45 R 272| 24% 
46 R268 | 26 7 j 
47 | 2.60 | 24 7 | | 
48 |R 252] 25 + ! 
| chipped | | 
| COPPER 
| Class 1 
i | FOLLIS 
| Leo VI alone 
| | +LEONA $ ILeVSR | +uon 886-912 
om’ x ENOEObA 
| Leo VI, with short | SILEVSR 
| beard, seated facing omeon 
on lyre-backed 
throne, wearing 
| modified loros and 
| crown with cross. In | 
| r.hand,labarum, | 
| L rests on lap 
41 Peirce 1948 a — 
W.6, R. 1881 
42 Whittemore 
43 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
44-7 Whittemore 
48 Schindler 1960 from Egger 6. iii. 17 
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Metal 


No. We Reverse Date 


sition 








451 | 898 26 | | 886-912 
52 |B 7.75|26 4 | 
53 |B 7.36/26 4 | 
54 EB 6.65/26 \ | 
55 |B 642) 26 4 i | 
45.6 EB 6.38 26 \ j | 
57 |B 630/26 \ 
58 (E 601/25 | ! | 
Class 2 
Leo VI and Alexander 
FOLLIS 
+Leon SALeDAN +Leon 
| oRos SALEDAN 
| ToL, figure of GROSDASIL’ | 
| Leo VI, with short | Romeon 
| | 


beard; to r., shorter | 
figure of Alexander, 
beardless. Both 

seated facing on 
double throne, 

wearing modified 

loros and crown with 
cross. Between them 
they hold labarum 
with r., Alexander 
holds akakia inl | 


5.1 Whittemore 
W.7, R. 1872 

5.2 Whittemore 

5.3 Peirce 1948 

5.4 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii, 28 

5.5-6 Whittemore 

5.7 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii, 28 

5.8 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co, 1928 

6,8 Presumably the large number of these coins in the Whittemore Collection is to be explained 
by his having acquired parts of several hoards, but neither the color nor the incrustation of 
the coins allows one to reconstruct their composition or to say with any assurance which 
coins were found together. 
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xo | Mest pict) obverse Reverse Date 

| We | sition | 

| 

61 |B 9.03) 25 886-912 
62 |B 892\27\ | 
63 EB 839/28 || | 
64 |B 813 | 26 | | 
65 EB 8.09 | 26 \,| 
66 | «7.89/27 4 
+67 | 7.69/29 \ | 
68 EB 753) 27 | 
69 |B 7.34/26 | 
610 B 7.24/26 \ | 
611 |B 6.94) 27 \| i 
612 |B 6.88 | 27 \ 
613 |B 6.77/26 4 | 
614 m6] 27 \ | 
615 |B 654/25 \ 
616 |B 649) 25 | 
617 |B 632/27 \ 
+618 B 6.07| 26 | Ofors j | 
6.19 |Z 6.03 | 26 | i} 
6.20 5.85] 27 || 
+621 |B 5.69] 26 | 
622 |B 5.29) 26 || 
623 |e 496| 25 | i 
61-2 Whittemore 

W. 11-12, R. 1875 
63 Peirce 1948 
64-7 Whittemore 
68 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii, 28 
6.9-11 Whittemore 
612-13 Schindler 1960 
6.14 ‘Whittemore 
6.15 _ Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
6.16-17 Whittemore 
618 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
6.19-20 Whittemore 
6.21 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii, 28 
6.22-23 Whittemore 
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| Speeds | Size 
No. | Mel | Die Po- Obverse | Sone Date 
| sition | 


| HALF FOLLIS 





Inscription +Leon | 886-912 
To 1., seated bust of SALEAN 
Leo VI facing, with GROSbASIL 
short beard; to r., Romeon 


smaller seated bust 
| of Alexander beard- 
| ess, facing. Each 
| wears loros and crown 
| with cross. Between 
| them they hold 
| labarum 


(a) Figures wear traditional loros 


“Tal |B 3.98 19 | +{ JONSALE Top of 
| throne visible to 1. 


*7a2 | 352) 21 4 | JL<OnSALL Follis die, all lines 
| | incomplete 

*7a3 |= 3.49 | 19 4 | JLEONSALeD, " Follis die, all lines 
| | incomplete 


| (b) Figures wear modified loros 
(7) | 533/19 4) (BN) | 


| 
| | Class 3 
| | FOLLIS 
| +Leonbas ILevsR | +Leon 
om’ | €N@EObA 
| Bust of Leo VI with | SILEVSR 


short beard, facing, omeon 
wearing chlamys and | 
crown with cross. On | 
| | r. shoulder, roundel 
| | with central pellet. | 
In L. hand, akakia | 











Ta.1 Swiss Collection 1956 

W. 13-15, R. 1877-8 
Ja.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
Ja.3. Schindler 1960 from G. Kaus 28. vi. 22 
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‘Metal ” 
No. We. Obverse Reverse Date 
at la 1002| 27 \ 886-912 
82 1001/27 \ | 
83 |B 9.77 | 2 N | 
84 |B 9.70/28 \ | | 
85 «|e 921) 27 y| 
86 la 887 | 27 | 
37 |e 3872| 28 \ 
a8 |# 866) 27 4 
89 lm 3856/27 4 
B10 |B 825| 26 4 
corroded 
8.11 |= 8.19 | 27 4 
ai2 |e 791/27 \ 
813 |e 7.89 | 27 7 
814 HE 7.66) 27 4 
815 |B 7.60] 28 4 
816 EB 7.58 | 26 \ 
4817 (EB 742) 27 7 
818 |B 737/26 4/ 
819 |B 7.36 | 26 | | 
820 EB 7.36) 27 7) 
821 EB 7.34 | 24 a | 
822 EB 7.33/26 4 | j 
"8.23 E 730/27 \ | | 
824 B 7.23| 28 \ | 
8.25 | 716 | 27\ | 
826 |B 7.13 | 26 \ | | 





81-5 Whittemore 
W. 8-9, R. 1873 

86 Peirce 1948 

87 Whittemore 

88 Schindler 1960 

89-14 Whittemore 

8.15 Schindler 1960 

8.16-22 Whittemore 

8.23 Peirce 1948 

8.24 Whittemore 

8.25 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 

8.26-9 Whittemore 
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Size | | | 
No, | Metal Die Po- | Obverse | Reverse |, 
| sition | | | 
| | | 
827 |B 7.06] 27 \ | | 886-912 
8.28 |B 6.98 | 28 | 
829 |B 6.90] 27 
830 | 6.88 | 27 \ | | 
831 | 6.82] 26 \ | 
*832 |B 6.77| 26 \ 
833 |B 6.76 | 27 \ i 
834 | 6.72/27 
835 |E 6.60/28 4 | 
836 |B 6.49/26 | 
837 |B 640) 26 \ | 
8.38 |E 6.39) 25 4) 
839 |B 6.391 26 4) 
+340 |e 639/26 || 
841 | 6.30 | 25 Pal 
842 |B 6.28 | 26 ‘| 
343 |B 6.1926 \ 
344 | 6.15/26 \ 
845 |E 61326 4 
#846 |B 6.10 27 4 
847 | 6.04] 27 4 
848 |B 5.94/27 
349 |e 5.91/27 
850 | 5.91 | 26 \ 
851 | 587/27 + 
852 |B 5.73 | 26 \ 
853 |B 5.68 | 26 \ 
badly | i 
corroded 
854 |B 5.67 | 24 | | 





8.30 Friend 1957 
831 Whittemore 
8.32 — Peirce 1948 
8.33-42 Whittemore 
8.43 Schindler 1960 
8.44-6 Whittemore 
8.47 Peirce 1948 
8.48-54 Whittemore 
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| | Size ] 
No. | Mel | pie Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
| sition | 
tJ | 
855 EB 5.63/29 \| j 886-912 
856 E558) 27 | 
857 BE 552) 26 | 
858 |\E 5.26| 27 \ 
359 |B 5.14) 25 4 | 
8.60 | 5.02| 26 4| Ends LvsROM P forb 
Bol EB 417| 26 7 
862 | 4.05/17 \ 
cut down | 
8.63 3.97 | 23 7 1 
| | | 
| | Cherson 
| Leo VI alone | 
Class 1 | 
| [Ae Cross on base and 
| | two steps, with 
| crosslets at | 
extremities. Tol | 
| | and r,, pellet | 
1 | 295/18 \ | 
9.2 | 2.59) 16 > | | 
93° |e 257/17 +} | 
94 |B 238 | 18 =| | 
8.55, Schindler 1960 
8.56-61 Whittemore 
862 Whittemore 
Cf. R. 1874 
863 Whittemore 
91 Shaw 1947 
W. 16, R. —, Oreshnikov 25-6 
For this and the next three classes I include references to A. V. Oreshnikov, "Khersono- 
vizantiiskiya moneti,”” Trudi Moskouskago numizmaticheshago obshchestva, 3 (1905), 359-73. 
92 Swiss Collection 1956 
9.3 Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 


94 


Peirce 1948 
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| Size 
wo | Metal | Die Po- Obwerse Revere Date 
4 sition | 
= | e eae = 
| 
| | 
| Class 2 
| | Bust of Leo VI | Patriarchal cross. | 886-912 
bearded, facing, | Tol, ATor., € 
wearing chlamys and 
| crown with cross. 
| In 1. hand, akakia 
“101 (B 3.11) 16 4 
10.2 | 251/18 4) 
chipped 
| | Leo VI and Alexander 
| | Class 3 
| | AB Cross on base and 
| i two steps with 
| crosslets at 
| extremities. To 1. 
and r., pellet 
“1 |B 3.06/17 4) 
| 
| Class 4 
| Patriarchal cross. | Same 
j Tol, ATor., & 
"121 | 333 19 7 | 
122 | 3.20/18 +t 
"123 |B 285/16 + Plain cross, one step 
| only 
10.1 Peirce 1948 
W. p. 448, R.—, Or. 24 
10.2 Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 
oe ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 17, R. —, Or. 27-8 
12.1 Whittemore 
W. p. 448, R, —, Or. 29-30 
12.2 Peirce 1948 
12.3 Swiss Collection 1956 


‘This corresponds to the variety illustrated by Oreshnikov, No. 30. They both appear to differ 
in fabric from the other Cherson coins, and their authenticity seems to me doubtful. 


ALEXANDER 
11 May 912 - 6 June 913 
Nominally since Sept./Nov. 879 
Colleague: Constantine VII 


On Leo VI's death Alexander was left as senior Augustus, his nephew Constantine 
deing a boy of seven. The reign, happily for the Empire, was to be a short one, For nearly 
forty years Alexander had been kept in the background, devoting his time to hunting, 
debauchery, and detesting his brother. Now that he was in a position to have his revenge 
he seized the opportunity with both hands. Leo VI’s advisers and officials, from the 
patriarch downward, lost their positions. The Empress Zoe was expelled from the palace 
and forced to become a nun. Alexander is reputed to have seriously considered deposing 
and mutilating his nephew, replacing him as co-emperor by one of his favorites. But 
before anything came of this scheme he broke a blood vessel, as a result of playing a ball 
game too violently on top of a heavy meal, and died two days afterward, on Sunday, 
6 July 913 His final act of spite, on his deathbed, was to set up a Council of Regency 
for Constantine from which the boy's mother was pointedly excluded. 

Alexander’s coins are extremely rare. No copper of Constantinople is known at all, 
though it is difficult to believe that no coins were struck, and only two specimens of his 
miliaresion and about a dozen solidi have been recorded. They are nonetheless of 
considerable importance. Alexander was the first emperor to use a full-length representa- 
tion of an imperial coronation as a coin type, and the first to have an effigy of a saint 
(St. Alexander), other than the Virgin, on his coins. He was the first to modify the tradi- 
tional pattern of the miliaresion; the medallion with the bust of Christ which he placed 
at the intersection of the arms of the cross was the forerunner of those in which later 
emperors inserted their own effigies. Finally, Alexander was the first to use on the coins 
the title of audocratoy reserved for the senior emperor, a position which for he had had to 
wait for so long. None of his coins makes any allusion to the existence of Constantine VII. 


+ Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed., 380. 
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Size 
No. meet — Reverse Date 
| | 
Constantinople 
soLIDUS 
Class I (pattern) 
| IhS4SX RISTOS | ALEXANdROSAVSYS | 912-913 
Bust of Christ (Type | TOSROM’ 
VIla) facing, bearded, | Bust facing, wearing 
| withcross behind head, | chlamys with tablion 
| | | wearing tunic and | and crown with 
| himation; r. hand | trefoil ornament; in| 
raised in blessing in _r. hand, gl. cr. | 
sling of cloak, book 
held (from beneath) | 
inl. | 
B 441/19 4 | 
| traces of | | 
| gilding | 
Class I | 
| +IhSXRSREX REGNA | -HALEXANd ROSAVS | 
neu ustOsROM’ 
Christ seated (Type Ic)| To, Alexander | 
facing, bearded, on | standing facing, | 
| wide lyre-backed bearded, wearing 
| throne, wearing tunic | crown with cross and 
| and himation, r. loros with fringed 
| | hand raised outwards | end passing over r. 
| in blessing, book arm and ornamented | 
resting on 1. knee by # Inr. hand, gl. | 
cr.; L. hand extended. 
To r., St. Alexander 
standing 3/4 facing, | 
bearded, bareheaded 
| and barefooted, 
wearing tunic and 
himation. In 1. hand, 
cross; with r. hand 
places crown on head | 
| | of Alexander | 
Bank Leu 13.i. 64 


Ww. R.— 
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Size ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
* | sition 
“21 |W 4.48/22 4 912-913 
220 |v 432/21 4 Same die as 2.1 
| plugged | 
| MILIARESION 
InSHSXRI STUSNICA +FALEX 
| Cross potent on base | AndROSENn 
| | and three steps. At X+WAYTOCR, 
| intersection, PIStOSe4 
medallion with bust Seb bASI | 
| of Christ, bearded. | Lom, i 
Beneath, globus. Three borders of 
| Three borders of dots | dots, the central one 
| ornamented with 
| | eight globules 
3 |R 3.04) 26 & | | 
| 
Cherson 
| & nx | 
(4) 1B 14 (W. p. 450, note 1) | 
21 Peirce 1948 from Raymond iv. 32 
WAR 
‘The inscription is normally broken, but on a specimen in a Hess-Bank Leu sale, 16. iv. 57, 
lot 432, the standing figures are smaller than usual and the inscription is unbroken. 
22 Whittemore 


4) 


Whittemore acq. in Bulgaria 
W.—, R, 1882 

This specimen was published by A. N. Mouchmov, ‘Une monnaie d'argent de Y'empereur 
Alexandre,” Byzantion, 6 (1931), 99-100. He correctly describes the bust in the medallion as 
being that of Christ; Ratto was mistaken in supposing it to be that of the emperor. 

The coin cited by Wroth and illustrated here is taken from A, V. Oreshnikov, ‘Khersono- 
vizantiiskiya moneti,” Trudi Moskovskago numizmaticheskago obskchestva, 3 (1905), Pl. 1x, 31. 
A stands for *AA&favBpos, AIX for TéAts Xepacivos. 


CONSTANTINE VII Porphyrogenitust 
6 June 913 - 9 November 959 
Formally Augustus from 15 May 908 


Colleagues: Zoe, his mother (Regent February 914 - March 919) 
Romanus I Lecapenus (17 December 920 - 16 December 944) 
Christopher (20 May 921 ~ August 931) 
Stephen 
Gorataniion } (25 December 924 - 27 January 945) 
Romanus II (6 April 945 onward) 


The coinage of Constantine VII's long reign, which is varied and for the most part 
common, can be understood only in the light of the dynastic complications created by 
the rise of Romanus Lecapenus. Constantine was only an infant when his uncle Alexander 
died, so that a regency was inevitable. He had not quite attained his legal majority when 
power was seized by Romanus Lecapenus, the admiral of the fleet, who married him to 
his daughter Helena and had himself crowned co-Augustus. Constantine's poor health, 
retiring disposition, and scholarly and artistic preoccupations made it an easy matter for 
Romanus to push him aside and promote his own family. His eldest son Christopher was 
added as co-Augustus in 921 and two further sons, Stephen and Constantine, were crowned 
in 924, Christopher died in 931, to his father’s intense grief. We are told that he shed 
floods of tears “like the Egyptians” after the death of their firstborn, and during the 
thirties he devoted himself more and more to religion, evidently caring little for the 
future of his younger sons. The natural result was that Stephen and Constantine conspired 
against their father and deposed him (December 944), only to be themselves overthrown, 
a month later, by a dynastic reaction in favor of Constantine VII. Finally, after a brief 
period of sole rule, Constantine raised his own son Romanus II to imperial rank, and the 
two were nominal colleagues down to 959. 

This pattern of dynastic change was further complicated by the maneuverings for 
precedence between the members of the Lecapenus family and the unhappy Constan- 
tine VII. These are known to us both from the chroniclers and from the formulae of legal 


1 See S. Runciman, The Emperor Romanus Lecapenus and his Reign (Cambridge, 1929}, in addition 
to the accounts in Ostrogorsky’s History of the Byzantine State and other standard works of reference. 
‘The chief original authority is the chronicle of Symeon “‘the Logothete,” who continued Theophanes 
‘and whose work has survived in various versions: the continuator of George the Monk, the chronicle 
‘of Leo Grammaticus, the chronicle known as Theophanes Continuatus, etc. In the paragraphs that 
follow only a single reference is normally given for each event, since although the chronicles may 
vary slightly in their wording and degree of detail they usually go back to a common source. 
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documents; they are also in part reflected in the coinage, though not to the extent that 
some scholars have assumed. The numismatie evidence is in fact difficult to interpret, 
for the solidi, miliaresia, and folles were not regarded as coins of equal importance and 
were used for purposes of dynastic propaganda in different ways. In addition to the regular 
denominations, account must be taken of a number of patterns, in silver or copper, of 
coins that were never formally struck. The sequence and occasions of issue are difficult 
to make out, and despite the analysis of the coinage by Wroth and subsequent studies 
by Goodacre and Bellinger* there are a number of points which still require discussion. 


The chief events of the reign, in so far as they are likely to have affected the coinage, 
may be summarized as follows: 


913, 6 June Death of Alexander, who had appointed a board of seven regents, 
presided over by the Patriarch Nicholas Mysticus. The Empress 
Zoe is expelled from the palace and compelled to take the veil. 

914, February Zoe recovers the regency “after eight months,” and continues to 
exercise it, under ever-increasing difficulties, to 919. The rivals for 
power were by then Leo Phocas, commander of the army, and 
Romanus Lecapenus, admiral of the fleet. 


919, 25 March Romanus enters Constantinople and is appointed Commander of 
the Palace Guard.* 
4 May Romanus consolidates his position by marrying his daughter 


Helena to Constantine, now nearly fourteen years of age, receiving 
thereby the title Basileopator? 
920, August Zoe finally relegated to a monastery on the charge of having 
conspired to poison Romanus. 
24 September Romanus is created Caesar? 
17 December Romanus crowned Augustus.!® 


* Wroth, pp. xlviii-xlix, 451ff.; H. Goodacre, ‘“The Story of Constantine VII, Porphyrogenitus, 
from his Solidi,"” NC#, 15 (1935), 114-19; A. R. Bellinger, ‘“Byzantine Notes, 6. ‘The Coins of Con- 
stantine Porphyrogenitus and his Associates,” MN, 13 (1967), 148-66. 

2 Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed., 380, 

* Vita Euthymii, xxi. 6-7 (ed. C. de Boor (Berlin, 1888), 70-1). 

® The Vita Euthymii, xxi. 10 (p. 71), gives the date of Nicholas’ return to Saint Sophia v mpd 
Serd> unodv ote Wedoero. Cf. V.Grumel, Les regestes des actes du Patviarcat de Constantinople, 
I, fase. 2 (Istanbul, 1936), No. 650. The Patriarch had to give a written undertaking to recognize 
Constantine and Zoe as joint Augusti in the liturgy. 

* Theoph. Cont., 394. 

1 Tbid., 394-5. 

* Tbid., 397. 

* Loc. cit. The event is placed by the chroniclers in the eighth indietion, i.e., in 919, but as with 
the date of Romanus’ imperial coronation it has to be moved to 920 (see next note). The wording of 
the Tomus wnionis of the council which met to settle the schism arising out of Leo VI's four marriages 
proves that Romanus was still only Basileopator in July 920 (Mansi, Concilia, XVIIT. 336). In 920 
the 24th of September also fell ona Sunday, which was the normal day for coronations. 

© Theoph. Cont., 397-8: on the 17th, the Sunday “of the ancestors!” (of Christ), It was V. Grumel 
who first pointed out that the year must be 920, not 919 (‘Notes de chronologie byzantine: I. La 
date de lavénement & empire de Romain Ler Lécapéne,”” Echos d’Orient, 35 [1936], 333-5). 
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921, 6 January Romanus crowns his wife Theodora as Augusta. 

March (?) On the pretext of Constantine’s poor health and in the hope of 
stifling conspiracies in the boy's favor, Romanus formally gives 
himself precedence over his nominal colleague.!* 

20 May Romanus’ son Christopher, who was fully adult—he had succeeded 
his father as Commander of the Palace Guard in 919 and had a 
daughter of marriagable age in 927—crowned Augustus by Con- 
stantine VII. 

921/924 Two chrysobulls known to us from an eleventh-century reference, 
and presumably antedating the coronation of Stephen and Con- 
stantine Lecapenus, since they do not mention them, give the 
order of precedence as Romanus-Christopher-Constantine.# 

922, April ‘A novel of this date gives the order of precedence as Romanus- 
Constantine-Christopher.1* 

924, 25 December Stephen and Constantine crowned co-Augusti by their father 
Romanus. 

927 Christopher's daughter Maria marries the Bulgarian Tsar Peter, 
who took umbrage at the fact that his father-in-law should be 
“third and most junior” in the imperial triumvirate and demanded 
that Christopher be promoted above Constantine.” 

931, August Death of Christopher. 

943 Romanus in his will formally lays down that Constantine VII is 
to retain precedence over his own two sons.” 

944, 20 December Romanus deposed by his sons, exiled to Prote, and tonsured.” 

945, 27 January Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus overthrown by Constan- 
tine VII, tonsured, and sent to join their father in exile.* 


4 Theoph. Cont., 398. 

1 Tbid., 400-1, 

18 Toid., 398, This and other sources give the date as Pentecost, the 17th May, or in one case, 
‘the 24th. But Pentecost did not fall on the 17th till 935, or on the 24th till 929, while Christopher was 
certainly Augustus before April 922 The explanation must be that a few lines earlier the chronicler 
had recorded Romanus’ coronation on 17 December, and accidentally repeated the day of the month. 

¥ Zepos, Jus Graecoromanum, I. 204; F. Dolger, Regesten der Kaiserurkunden des Ostromischen 
Reiches, I (Munich-Berlin, 1924), Nos. 593, 594. 

18 Zepos, I, 200; Délger, II, No. 595 

4 Theoph. Cont., 409. 

¥ [bid., 414. The phrase “third and most junior” comes from Constantine's De Administrando 
Imperio, c. 13 (ed. Moravesik and. Jenkins [Washington, D.C., 1967], 74), which explicitly states 
of Christopher that he was ‘still subordinate and had no share of authority in matters of govern- 
ment.” 

¥ Theoph. Cont., 420. 
, 435, 
435-6, Of the downfall of Romanus and of his sons we have a lively account by Liut- 
prand of Cremona, Antapodosis, v. 21-23 (in J. Bekker, Die Werke Liudprands von Cremona (Hanover- 
Leipzig, 1915], 142-5). 

% Theoph. Cont., 437-8. 
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6 April Romanus II, Constantine’s son by Helena and a boy of six, 
crowned co-Augustus by his father on Easter Day.* 
959,9(?) November Death of Constantine VIL 


It is into this complicated pattern of events that the coinage of Constantine's reign 
has to be fitted. Before setting out the arrangement followed in the catalogue, some 
comment on various general topics is required. 

Paiterns and degrees of rarity. The gold and silver coins vary enormously in rarity from 
one issue to another. These variations are helpful in dating the coins, but they have to 
be treated with some circumspection. A coin which is today common and in which die- 
linkages are rare must have been struck over a fairly long period of time. On the other 
hand, it is quite possible to have several rare types struck in a very short period of time, 
particularly where pattern coins are involved, the mint trying several experiments before 
a type received official approval. This happened in 921, in 931, and again in 945, when 
the coronations of Romanus I and Christopher, the death of Christopher, and the downfall 
of the Lecapeni, followed by the coronation of Romanus II, resulted in a very rapid 
succession of short-lived types. 

Whether the unusual profusion of patterns and ceremonial issues was in part due to 
a personal interest in the coinage on the part of Constantine VII is a question we cannot, 
answer. The emperor's love of art and his interest in the technical processes involved is 
vouched for in a famous passage by a contemporary writer.** But Constantine's portrait 
coins of 945 were preceded by Romanus I's equally remarkable gold and silver patterns 
of 931, and indeed by several unusual and striking coin designs of the reigns of Leo VI 
and Alexander. While not denying the possibility of Constantine's intervention, it seems 
best to attribute the high quality of several of the issues of his reign to the general cultural 
revival of the period, in which the artists and engravers at the mint no doubt played a part. 

Protocol. The relative seniority of imperial colleagues could be shown in various ways: 
by the order of names in the inscriptions, by the arrangement of the imperial effigies, 
and by the presence or absence of a beard. On the coinage of Constantine VII's reign 
these indications are sometimes very irregularly used. On the solidi of Class VILI the order 
given by the inscription (Romanus, Constantine, Christopher) contradicts that of the 
type (Romanus, Christopher, Constantine), presumably so that Christopher's name should 
come above his standing figure. Logically this should also have involved an inversion of 
the names of Romanus and Constantine, but Romanus preferred to have his name first 


* Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 325. The phrase vis avriis lvbneriéivos refers to the third indiction (i.e., 945) 
and not to the sixth (i.¢., 948), which had been only casually referred to. See G. de Jerphanion, “La. 
date du couronnement de Romain IT," Orientalia Christiana Periodica, 1 (1935), 490-5. This had 
been already noted in passing by Ostrogorsky and Stein in Byzantion, 7 (1932), 197, note 3. Since 
‘Romanus was twenty-four years of age when he died on 15 March 963 (Cedrenus, IT. 344), he must 
have been born in 939. 

® Cedrenus, I. 337. This is the usually accepted date, but others are given in our sources (Theoph. 
Cont., 468-9, gives the 15th, the Necrologium imperatorum gives the 19th) and it is impossible to 
say which is correct. Cf. my “Tombs and Obits,” DOP, 16 (1962), 58. 

™ Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed., 450. 
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and this was not done# On solidi of Class VI Constantine and Christopher are both 
shown bearded, presumably from a wish to conciliate the formal precedence of Con- 
stantine with Christopher's greater age and Romanus’ desire to favor his own son. The 
main series of solidi struck in the 930's, after Christopher's death, gives formal precedence 
to Constantine, though legal texts show that at this period Romanus still retained the 
senior position for himself. It seems clear that while account has to be taken of the arrange- 
ment of the emperors on the coins, too much importance cannot be attached to it. 

Three other elements in the coin designs have sometimes been assumed to involve 
questions of protocol, but were in fact independent of it. One is the relative sizes of the 
figures. This in reality depended on the relative ages of the persons involved. Zoe and 
Romanus I, on the solidi of Classes II and X respectively, are shown larger than Constan- 
tine simply because they are much older than he is, even though for technical reasons, 
it is the younger person who occupies the senior position. The costumes of the various 
colleagues are also independent of protocol, for while the senior emperor generally wears 
a loros and the junior a chlamys, this rule is not invariable. On coins of Class II it is 
Constantine VII who occupies the place of honor and wears a chlamys; the costumes 
worn by Constantine and Zoe on their folles reverse those of their solidi; on folles of 
Constantine and Romanus II both figures wear a loros. Finally, no particular significance 
can be attached to the way in which two colleagues hold a patriarchal cross, as they do 
on all the common solidus types of the reign. Sometimes they do so with their left hands, 
sometimes with their right, and while the senior emperor usually has his hand above 
that of his colleague, there are cases where his hand is below it, as on Classes IT and X. 
Wroth drew attention to the first of these anomalies, but Bellinger is I think correct in 
regarding it as without significance.” In other reigns it was certainly a matter of in- 
difference whether the senior emperor's hand was placed above or below that of his 
colleague’, 

Inscriptions and lettering. The content of the inscriptions requires little comment. 
Autocrator is used on Class I of the miliaresion and Classes XII and XIII of the solidus, 
but it was a part of the official title of a senior emperor and had already been used on the 
silver of Alexander. Porphyrogenitus is used by Constantine VII on Class VI of the 
miliaresion, evidently to emphasize the legitimate nature of his rule after the usurpation 
of the Lecapenus family. AYSS had come back into favor under Basil I and Leo VI, but 
is used with greater regularity under Constantine VIL 

Epigraphical changes are of greater significance. On coins of all denominations there is 
a tendency for the letters to decrease in size, and in the gold, where they were small to 
start with, the decline goes so far as seriously to affect the legibility of the later issues. 


2 For a similar arrangement on a bulla of 931 see below, p. 532. 

% Bellinger, art. cit., 152 and note 31, regards Zoe's wearing of the chlamys as anomalous. This is 
not the case, Although ninth-century precedents had been in favor of the loros this was unconnected 
‘with any military implications of the chlamys, which was the coronation robe of an empress just as 
it was that of an emperor, Martina had always been shown wearing a chlamys on the coins of Heraclius, 
and the chlamys is the normal costume of empresses in ivories, mosaics, and other forms of art. 

® Wroth, 452, note 2; Bellinger, art. cit., 152. 

* Above, pp. 113-14. 
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On coins of Constantine and Zoe, which date from between 914 and 919, and on some of 
those of Constantine and Romanus I, which can be dated to 921, the letters are large 
and reasonably well cut, and though the technique is sometimes curious, it only continues 
that of previous reigns. On coins of Romanus I and Christopher, which belong to the 
decade 921-31, there is a transition from large to small lettering. On coins of Constan- 
tine VII and Romanus II, which belong to the last fourteen years of the reign, this 
contraction in size becomes very marked, the letters on the latest coins having been made 
with two or three small punches, so that they often do not have any recognizable form 
at all. The evolution is important for the dating of Class X of the solidi with the standing 
figures of Constantine and Romanus I. It shows that this must date from 931-44, and 
not 920-1, despite the contradiction which this creates between the coins and the written 
records over the relative position of the two colleagues. 

Portraiture. Most of the coins of Constantine VII's reign have purely conventional 
portraits. The faces are sometimes triangular, sometimes long and pointed, but in either 
case they lack any individual features. The beards used to distinguish senior emperors 
from their junior colleagues are shown by thickened lines round the edges of the face, 
while the accompanying mustaches are short horizontal lines above the mouth. Leo VI’s 
characterized portraiture, however, was imitated from time to time, most conspicuously 
on the solidi of Constantine VII struck in 945 but also on the folles of Romanus I and 
on this ruler’s pattern solidi and miliaresia of 931. 

The splendid portrait of Constantine VII, with its long, thin features and thoughtful, 
almost sad, expression, is the outstanding achievement of tenth-century coinage. That 
it is a true likeness of the emperor is apparent from its resemblance to the portrait of 
Constantine on a famous ivory in Moscow! and on a not less remarkable ivory in the 
Dumbarton Oaks Collection. Blanchet suggested that the bearded head might have 
been suggested by the face of Christ on the Mandylion, the portrait “not made with hands” 
which was acquired by the emperor in 944 and which from early times had been the 
chief treasure of the Church of Edessa, but while this is unlikely—the faces are very 
different—it seems clear that Constantine's portrait served as the model for that of 
King Abgar of Edessa, to whom it was believed that the Mandylion had originally been. 
sent, on an icon from Mount Sinai. 

The portraits of Romanus I are two in number. The earlier is that on his folles, which 
were struck from 921 onward. The face is broad, with a short nose, a short rounded beard, 


® E.g,, the way in which the letter O is made by two pellets punched at the top and bottom and 
joined by curved lines cut with a graver, that in which the loops of the R and b take the form of 
simple pellets, etc. See Introduction, p. 185. 

% Cf, Bellinger, art. cit., 141-8, 

3D, Talbot Rice, The Art of Byzantium (New York, 1959), Pl. 96. It has been often reproduced. 

°K, Weitemann, Catalogue of the Byzantine and Early Mediaeval Antiquities in the Dumbarton 
Oaks Collection, 111. Ivories and Steatites (Washington, D.C., 1972), No. 25, pp. 58-60. 

® A. Blanchet, “‘L’infiuence artistique de Constantin Porphyrogéndte,” Mélanges Henri Grégoire 
(= Annuaire de VInstitut de philologie et d'histoire orientales et slaves (Brussels, 1949]), 97-104; 
K. Weitzman, “The Mandylion and Constantine Porphyrogennetus,”” Cahiers archéologigues, 11 
(1960), 163-84. 
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rather prominent eyes, a mustache with drooping ends, and a grave and rather stern 
expression. It is quite different from the stereotyped representation of the emperor on 
the gold of the same period, though it resembles that of the standing representation of 
Romanus on the coins of Class VIII. The other portrait is much more impressive: the 
beard is long, curling, and divided at the ends, the eyes wide apart, the features more 
deeply marked, the face older, the general effect one of mingled sternness and benignity. 
The largest representation in the coinage is on pattern miliaresia of Class IV, which are 
best assigned to 931, when Romanus was probably in his sixties,% but there is a rather 
smaller one on the pattern solidus of Class IX of the same year, when he appears side by 
side with Constantine VII, and a tiny one on the medallion at the intersection of the arms 
of the cross on the miliaresia of Class V, struck between 931 and 944. The same portrait 
is also used on a seal in the Whittemore Collection at the Fogg Art Museum in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. The emperor is there flanked by the much smaller and purely con- 
ventional effigies of Constantine VII and Stephen,** the omission of Christopher confirming 
the date 931 to which the pattern miliaresion and solidus are best assigned. 

Simultaneous issues or sequences? One generally assumes, in dealing with Byzantine 
coins, that issues would have followed each other in succession, and that the same mint 
would not have struck coins of different types, or with the names and effigies of the same 
emperors differently arranged, at the same time. This is a good working rule, but some 
features of Constantine VII's coinage suggest that where pairs of types are closely related 
to each other they may have been issued not consecutively but simultaneously, either 
togratify the amour-propre of one or another of the various co-emperors or for some other 
reason we cannot now hope to discover. Class III of the solidus would thus pair with 
Class IV, both of them being coins of Constantine VII and Romanus I, despite the change 
in the position and costume of the junior emperor, and Class V with Class VI, both of 
these being coins of Constantine VII, Romanus I, and Christopher. Such duplicating 
coinages are of occasional occurrence in numismaties—one may cite the coexistence of 
English and Scottish varieties of shilling in mid-twentieth-century Britain—and if similar 
arrangements could be postulated for tenth-century Byzantium one could better under- 
stand how several related classes of solidus seem to have been struck during quite short 
periods of time. 

In only one of its many aspects does the coinage of Constantine VII's reign present no 
serious problems. There appear to have been no more than two mints, Constantinople 
and Cherson, and there is no difficulty in distinguishing between their products. There 
are also no fractional gold, silver, or copper coins; one has, in each metal, only a single 
denomination to deal with. 





% Runciman, op. cit., 63, dates his birth c.870, but there seems to be no positive evidence. 

% V, Laurent, "Un portrait inédit de Romain Ter Lécapéne,"” Festschrift W. Sas-Zalosiechy sum 
60. Geburistag (Graz, 1956), 102-8. 

39 So Laurent, but their very small size suggests that despite the order of the names the figures. 
are really Romanus’ sons Stephen and Constantine, Constantine VIT being omitted and the names 
of the boys inverted so as to correspond with their relative positions on the coins. The arrangement 
‘would thus be parallel to that of the names and effigies of Romanus, Christopher, and Constantine VII 
con the solidi of Class VIIT. 
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GOLD comace. There are no solidi attributable to the period of the regency council 
headed by Nicholas Mysticus, but apart from this there are some dating from every 
period of the reign. The activity of the mint, however, was very irregular, solidi of Con- 
stantine’s minority (914-21) being extremely rare, while those of Romanus I and Christo- 
pher (921-31) are amongst the commonest in the whole Byzantine series. The coinage 
can be divided into twelve classes, but patterns in other metals are known for at least 
three more and others may yet come to light. Since these patterns are of considerable 
iconographical interest they have been included in the list that follows. The figures in 
parentheses, following the class number, are those of the text of the catalogue. 

Class I (No. 1). 914. Pattern only. Oby. Bust of the Virgin, Rev. Busts of Con- 
stantine and Zoe. 

This remarkable coin, described in more detail on p. 541, was published by Veglery 
and Zacos.* It represents the first use on Byzantine coinage of an effigy of the Virgin 
holding a medallion of Christ, differing in this respect from the bust of the Virgin on 
solidi of Leo VI, and the inscription reads from the obverse to the reverse of the coin. 
But the design was evidently not approved, and the solidi of Zoe’s regency were those 
of Class II. 

Class II (No. 2). 914-919. Oby. Seated figure of Christ, as on coins of Basil II. 
Rev. Busts of Constantine and Zoe. 

‘The obverse type reverts to the design introduced by Basil II, representing the icon 
above the emperor's throne in the Chrysotriclinos. The coin is extremely rare, and one 
cannot exclude the possibility of its having been struck for only a brief period in 914, 
the issue of gold being then suspended until the 920's. 

Class III (No. 3). 920-921. Obv. Seated Christ, as previous type. Rev. Busts of 
Constantine VII (beardless) and Romanus I (bearded), in that order. 

‘The large lettering and the fact that Constantine is beardless and Romanus bearded 
show that this issue, which is very rare, represents Constantine VII and Romanus I. 
The two figures are the same size, this representing a concession on the part of Romanus, 
who had yet to consolidate his position in relation to his youthful colleague. The coin 
must have been struck during the winter of 920/1, before Romanus formally displaced 
Constantine as senior Augustus. 

Class IV (No. 4). 921. Type as last, but the positions of Constantine and Romanus 
are reversed, and Constantine, who is shown as smaller than his colleague, wears a chlamys 
instead of a loros. 

The large lettering shows the approximate date of this issue, which must have been 
struck before the association of Christopher on the throne, i.e., before May 921. Like 
Class IIT, it is very rare, having been issued for two or three months at most. 









37 A. Veglery and G, Zacos, ‘“A Unique Silver Coin of Constantine VII,” N.Cire., 64 (1956), 379-80, 
472, They subsequently published two broken lead “‘strikes,”” apparently from different dies, of the 
same type (‘More About the Silver Coin of Constantine VII,” ibid., 65 [1957], 195-6). It is difficult 
to determine the nature of these lead pieces, which are now at Dumbarton Oaks. They have the 
general appearance of lead seals, but there is no hole through them, as there would be if they were 
bullae. 
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Class V (No. 5). 921. Obv. Romanus I crowned by Christ. Rev. Busts of Christopher 
(bearded) and Constantine (smaller and beardless), in that order. 

‘The large lettering places this class very early in the reign of Christopher. This excludes 
the possibility of its having been issued after a change in Christopher's status had been 
effected in 927. Since it shows Constantine as beardless in relation to Christopher, it 
must be earlier than Class VI. It is also of extreme rarity. The most probable explanation 
of it is that Christopher on his coronation was given precedence over Constantine, but 
that this aroused so much disapproval that their relative positions had to be reversed. 

Class VI (No. 6). 921. Obv. As last. Rev. Busts of Constantine and Christopher, 
in that order, both bearded and equal in size to each other. 

The fact that both figures are shown bearded is sufficient in itself to show this issue 
to be abnormal in character. It must be interpreted as a compromise arrived at in a very 
difficult situation. Specimens are very rare, only a little less rare than are those of Class V, 
and the period of issue must have been very brief. 

Class VII (No. 7). 921-931. Oby. Seated Christ, as on Classes II-IV. Rev. Busts 
of Romanus I (bearded) and Christopher (smaller and beardless) in that order. 

The dispute over precedence between Constantine and Christopher was solved by the 
introduction of this class, which excluded Constantine from the gold coinage altogether 
and left only Romanus and Christopher, regarding whose mutual relationship no doubt 
could arise. This explains why Christopher is shown as beardless. The coins are exceedingly 
common and vary a good deal in appearance; on the earliest ones the lettering and the 
heads of the emperors are large, on the latest ones they are small. 

Class VIII (No. 8). ¢.930. Obv. Seated Christ, of the type used on solidi of Leo VI 
with Constantine VII. Rev. Inscription giving the order of precedence Romanus I, 
Constantine VII, and Christopher, but type showing Romanus standing and the half- 
length figures of his colleagues, with the order of precedence Romanus (in the center, 
large, bearded), Christopher (to the right, bearded), and Constantine (to the left, beardless, 
and smaller than Christopher). 

This issue is very rare, and its unusual type shows that it must have been issued on 
some special occasion. This is also indicated by its revival of an obverse type used on an 
equally decorative coin of Leo VI. The small lettering puts it late in Christopher's reign, 
but the occasion of its issue is unknown and the order of precedence, as between Christopher 
and Constantine, is deliberately left ambiguous. It is probably too late to be connected 
with the marriage of Christopher's daughter to the Bulgarian tsar in 927. 

Class IX (No. 9). 931. Pattern only. Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Busts of Romanus 1 
and Constantine VII in that order, Romanus having a long forked beard and Constantine 
being smaller and beardless. 

The lettering shows that this coin belongs to the 930's, and it is natural to associate 
it with the redesigning of the coinage after the death of Christopher. There is a similar 
bust of Romanus on the pattern miliaresion assignable to the same occasion, the two 
denominations being also linked by their conspicuous border of globules. 

Class X (No. 10). 931-944. Obv. Seated Christ, as on Class VIII but with hand 
tured inward. Rev. Standing figures of Constantine VII (beardless) and Romanus I 
(bearded), in that order, though Constantine is the smaller of the two. 
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This class had been a source of great difficulty, for the order of precedence would point 
toan early date and both Wroth and Bellinger assign it to the period before Christopher's 
coronation, i.e., to 920-1. The numismatic evidence, on the other hand, makes any date 
earlier than the 930's out of the question; the lettering is small, the coinage—the issue is 
fairly common—fills an otherwise inexplicable gap in minting between 931 and 944, and 
the seated Christ gives every appearance of being later than the still clumsy effigy employed 
on the coins of Class VIII. The objections to assigning the coin to the 930's are historical; 
our written records show that in this period Romanus, as was natural, took precedence 
over Constantine, But they equally admit that Romanus, more and more immersed in 
religion and with his spirit broken by Christopher's death, was dejected over the wrong 
he felt he had done Constantine and was anxious to make amends. It is also clear that the 
coinage could tolerate ambiguities, as on the solidi of Class VIII. I would therefore give 
preference to the numismatic evidence, as against that of the written sources, in dating 
the coins, and assign this issue to 931-44. 

Class XI (No. 11). 945. Pattern only. Obv. Bust of Christ Pantocrator. Rev. 
Portrait bust of Constantine VIL, with long beard, wearing chlamys and holding a globus 
surmounted by a patriarchal cross, 

There is general agreement that the solidi showing a likeness of Constantine, with long 
beard, belong to the few months of his sole reign in 945, though, since one variety is 
moderately common, it may have carried on a little longer; there is no need to suppose 
that the coinage of Constantine VII and Romanus II started immediately upon the 
latter's coronation. Class XI is known only asa pattern, represented by a single specimen 
at Leningrad. Constantine’s costume is modeled very closely on the comparable coin of 
Leo VI, but his crown, unlike that of Leo, is furnished with pendilia. 

Class XII (No. 12). 945, Similar, but Constantine wears a modified loros of square 
pattern and holds an akakia in his left hand. 

‘The only specimen of this which is known to me is that catalogued below, No. 12. 
It evidently represents one of several designs produced for Constantine's portrait 
coinage. 

Class XIII (No. 13). 945. As Class XII, but Constantine's left hand is not shown, 
so that there is no akakia. The cross on the nimbus of Christ is decorated with pellets, 
while on Class XII it had been plain. 

The type represents the main issue of Constantine's sole reign. 

Class XIV (No. 14). 945. Obv. Seated Christ, as on Class X. Rev. Busts of Con- 
stantine VII (bearded) and Romanus II (smaller and beardless) in that order. 

This class has been the cause of quite unnecessary confusion. Wroth (No. 8), Goodacre 
(No. 5), and Bellinger (No. 7) all assign it to Constantine VII and Romanus I, despite the 
fact that Constantine is bearded and Romanus beardless and that the type of seated 
Christ used on this coin belongs to the later years of the reign. The small lettering is in 
any case decisive for the period of issue. The type is very rare, and must represent a short- 
lived trial issue almost immediately replaced by that with a bust of Christ. 

Class XV (No. 15). 945-959. Obv. Bust of Christ Pantocrator. Rev. As last. 

These extremely common coins represent the last issue of the reign, covering the years 
945-59. The design is extremely uniform. The cross in Christ’s nimbus has usually three 
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pellets in each arm, but sometimes there are only two; the arms of the cross may also 
be marked by double lines instead of single ones. These details do not seem to be linked 
with changes in the sizes of the busts of the emperors or to have any chronological sig- 
nificance. 


SILVER COINAGE 


Class I (No. 16). 914-921. Obv. Inscription with name of Constantine only, Rev. 
Usual inscription and type (cross potent on base, steps, and globe). 

These coins are very rare, and like the gold of Constantine VII and Zoe can represent 
only a meager issue, Wroth did not know of their existence. Bellinger (No. 21) would 
date them 945, partly because they give Constantine the title autocrator, as does the gold 
of that year, partly on the ground that Constantine would have wished to celebrate his 
release from dependency on the Lecapeni in 945 by producing coins in all metals. Against 
this are (a) their large lettering, (b) their reverse type, which has the cross of traditional 
pattern used up to 931 and not thereafter, and (c) the absence of globules from the circles 
of dots on the reverse, this feature also being one introduced on the coins in 931 and 
remaining a feature of the miliaresion down to the death of John Zimisces in 976. The title 
autocrator on early coins is easily explained, for it simply continued that used on the 
miliaresia of Alexander. I would therefore assign the coins to the period 914-21, without 
attempting to say at what moment in these seven years they were struck. It is unlikely 
that they belong to 913/14, since for the period before Zoe's regency no other coins are 
known. They may have been limited to 920/1, after the empress’ downfall, but since no 
miiliaresia in the joint names of Constantine and Zoe are known, it is best to leave the 
matter open. They may have been struck during the regency even though they do not 
bear Zoe's name. 

Class II (No. 17). 921-931. Obv. Inscription with names of Romanus, Constantine, 
and Christopher, in that order. Rev. Usual inscription and type 

Class III (No. 18). 921-931. As Class II, but the order of emperors is Romanus, 
Christopher, and Constantine. 

‘As long as Christopher was alive the names of Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus 
were not placed on the miliaresia, so the coins of Classes II and IIL must be spread over 
the whole decade 921-31. Whether they represent successive or simultaneous issues is 
impossible to say. 

Class IV (No. 19). 931. Patterns only. Obv. Inscription and portrait bust of 
Romanus I. Rev. Usual inscription, but the cross has been modified by the insertion of 
an X at the intersection of the arms and there are two symbols (x) in the field. 

Two strikes in copper of this coin exist, one in the British Museum and the other at 
Leningrad. Wroth described it as a bronze coin, but the type justifies our treating it as 
a pattern miliaresion. The use of portraiture (as on the pattern solidus of Class IX, to 
which it is also linked by the border of pellets), the small lettering, and the modified 
reverse type prevent us placing the coin early in Romanus’ reign (921), and a change in 
the miliaresion was made necessary in 931 by Christopher's death. But so drastic a 
redesigning of the obverse was found to be unacceptable, and the main issue actually 
inaugurated in 931 was Class V. 


SILVER AND COPPER COINAGE 537 


Class V (No. 20). 931-944. Obv. Inscription with the names of Romanus, Con- 
stantine (VII), Stephen, and Constantine (Lecapenus), in that order. Rev. Usual inscrip- 
tion, but the type is modified (a) by the insertion of a medallion with a portrait bust of 
Romanus I at the intersection of the cross-arms, (b) by the insertion of the letters 
RWMA in the field, (c) by the substitution of a cross of five pellets for the traditional 
globule below the steps of the cross, and (4) by the insertion of four globules in the borders 
of dots and of ornaments above and beneath the obverse inscription. 

These coins are very common, and their date requires no discussion, They represent a 
compromise between the traditional pattern of the miliaresion, as it had existed for over 
two centuries, and the revolutionary design of Class IV. The placing of the emperor's 
bust in a medallion on the cross was suggested by the similar design, with a bust of Christ, 
on the miliaresion of Alexander. 

Class VI (No. 21). 945-959. Obv. Inscription with the names of Constantine and 
Romanus, in that order. Rev. Usual inscription, but the traditional cross potent has been 
transformed into a cross crosslet, with an X at the intersection, and there are sixteen 
globules on the outer border. 

There are no miliaresia attributable to the joint reign of Constantine VII, Stephen, 
and Constantine Lecapenus, or to the almost equally brief one of Constantine VII alone. 
‘The coins of Constantine VII and Romanus II are extremely common, and were probably 
issued over the whole period 945-59. The small lettering and the redesigned cross on the 
reverse make it clear that they belong to the period of Romanus II, not that of Romanus I. 
They are the only coins of the reign on which Constantine VII is given the title of 
porphyrogenitus, here used on Byzantine coinage for the first time. 





COPPER COINAGE The folles form a pattern quite different from that of the miliaresia. 


Class 1 (No. 22). 914-919, Obv. Busts of Constantine and Zoe. Rev. Inscription 
with the names of Constantine and Zoe. 

‘These coins are common and were evidently struck throughout the period of Zoe's 
regency. Constantine has the place of honor, but since he was only a child he is shown 
much smaller than his mother. 

Class 2 (No. 23). 920-931. Oby. Bust of Constantine VII (beardless). Rev. Inscrip- 
tion with the name of Constantine. 

That this issue belongs to the early part of the reign is shown by the youthful and 
beardless bust of Constantine and the fact that coins of Class 3 are sometimes overstruck 
on it. Wroth attributes it to 919-21 (?), Bellinger (No. 5) to 919, but it is too common 
to have been limited to such short periods of time. It was more probably struck over 
the whole period 920-31, thus giving Constantine some role in the coinage during the 
ascendancy of Romanus and Christopher, and only displaced by Class 3 when Romanus 
introduced his own bust on the silver and restored to Constantine a place on the gold. 

Class 3 (No. 24). 921. Obv. Bust of Christopher. Rev. Inscription with the name of 
Christopher. 

This is known in only a single specimen, and must be construed as a ceremonial issue 
on the occasion of Christopher's coronation. The type is copied from one of those struck 
by Leo VI. Some scholars, judging it from the illustration published by Bellinger, have 
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expressed the view that it is a coin of this emperor with the inscriptions skillfully recut, 
but the profusion of unusual issues which characterize Constantine VII's reign inclines 
one to accept it as authentic. 

Class 4 (No. 25). 931-944. Obv. Bust of Romanus I, Rev. Inscription with the 
name of Romanus I 

‘This is common, and must have been struck over a substantial period of time. It is 
commonly dated 921-44, but more probably succeeded Class 2 in 931, when a general 
redesigning of the coinage was carried out. The bust is a compromise between the fully 
characterized portrait tried out at that time on the gold and silver and the customary 
conventional portrait of a bearded senior emperor. 

Class 5 (No. 26). 945-c. 950. Obv. Bust of Constantine VII (bearded). Rev. 
Inscription with name of Constantine only. 

These folles differ from the earlier ones of Constantine alone in having an older, bearded 
face, as well as in other small details of costume and insignia. They are normally assigned 
to the few months in 945 when Constantine was sole emperor, but are too common for 
such a short period. There is no need to assume that the next class was introduced 
immediately upon Romanus Il’s coronation, for the tradition of the two preceding 
decades had been that of having only a single bust on the follis. It seems likely that 
Class 5 continued to ¢.950—one cannot give an exact date—when it was replaced by 
Class 6. 

Class 6 (No. 27). ¢. 950-959. Obv. Busts of Constantine VII (bearded) and Ro- 
manns II (beardless). Rev. Inscription with names of Constantine VII and Romanus IT. 

‘The fact that Constantine is the larger, bearded figure and has the place of honor 
makes it clear that these coins belong to Constantine VII and his son, not to Constan- 
tine VI and Romanus I. They are common, and must have been struck for several 
years before 959, but the date of their introduction cannot be determined. 





CHERSON 


The coins of Constantine VII’s reign from Cherson are for the most part common, 
but not very easy to date or classify. There appear to be two denominations, a normal 
one of 15-18 mm, diameter and a larger one, issued only under Romanus I, of about 
25 mm. The traditional classification, elaborated by Oreshnikov® on the basis of Sabatier, 
is not very satisfactory, and since the coins are usually found loose and not in hoards 
there is little tangible evidence for attribution and dating. Coins with a bust® and coins 
with either one or two letters in the ficld seem to be early, the letters, where there are 
several, being placed either one above the other or loosely linked together as a monogram. 
Later in the reign there is a preference for cruciform monograms of a type that was to 
continue under Romanus II, Nicephorus II, John I, and Basil II. This is helpful in 
distinguishing coins of Romanus II from those of Romanus 1. 


38 A.V. Oreshnikov, ‘‘Khersono-vizantiiskiya moneti,"” Trudi Moskovskago Numizmaticheskago 
Obsichestea, 3 (1905), 368-72. 

® I. V. Sokolova, ““Khersonesskie moneti X v. s portretami imperatorov,” Numizmatika i Epi- 
grafika, 5 (1965), 116-20. 
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The classification used here, with Sabatier, Oreshnikov, and Wroth references, is as 
follows: 

Class 1 (Constantine VII and Zoe). 914-919. Obv. Bust. Rev. Bust. S. xtvir. 3; 
Or. 43; W. p. 467, note 1. 

Sabatier attributed this to Constantine VII and Romanus II, Oreshnikov to Romanus I 
and Christopher. Miss Sokolova quite rightly points out that one of the figures wears 
the characteristic crown of an empress, who can only be Zoe. 

Class 2 (Constantine VII alone). 919-920. Obv. Bust. Rev. Ka) (vertically). S. xzv1.16; 
Or. 44-6; W. 59. 

Wroth places this in 945—Sabatier and Oreshnikov prefer 944-59—but the use of a 
bust puts it in the early coinage of the reign, presumably 919/20. There are two varieties, 
one without and the other (Or. 46) with two pellets in the reverse field. 

Class 3 (Romanus I alone). 921. Obv. Bust. Rev. Monogram of PWM. S. xLvi1. 7; 
Or. 49-50; W. p. 458, note 1. 

Sabatier, Oreshnikov, and Wroth attribute this to Romanus II, but Miss Sokelova 
points out that the bust—and the vertical arrangement of the monogram—are marks 
of an early date. It is perhaps 921. 

Class 4 (Romanus I and Christopher). 921. Obv. Bust and PO. Rev. Bust and XP. 
S.—; Or. 42; W. p. 461. 

The initials PO and XP in the field leave no doubt of the identification, but the coin 
is very rare and was probably struck only at the time of Christopher's coronation (921). 
Since Christopher's bust has been copied without change from that of Zoe it gives him 
the type of crown, with pinnacles and long pendilia, appropriate to an empress. 

Class 5a (large size). Romanus I alone. 921-944. Obv. Monogram of PU. Rev. Cross 
on steps. S. xiv. 8; Or. 34-9; W. 30-1. 

Common, and probably struck over the whole period 921-44. The form of the monogram 
varies, the P being sometimes reversed and the ( cup-shaped, while the reverse type is 
sometimes effaced through incompetent casting. 

Class 56 (small size). Romanus I alone. As last, but small, Rare. 
Class 6 (large size). Romanus I alone. 921-944, Obv. Monogram of PW. Rev. 
Monogram of ACM. S. xtvr. 9; Or. 32; W.—. 

This class, with the monogram of Seomérns accompanying that of Romanus, is much 
rarer than Class 5. Since the monogram of Romanus is badly formed, with £ instead 
of £, it is probably late. There is a variety of the monogram on the reverse with a bar 
across the top, making ACMT instead of simply ACI 

Class 7 (Romanus I alone). 921-944. Obv. Monogram PUMA. Rev. Cross on steps. 
S.—; Or. 53; W.— 

Iti difficult to say whether this class belongs to Romanus I or Romanus II. Oreshnikov 
gives it to the latter, but the absence of a clear cross monogram and the unlikelihood of 
several different classes being struck during a reign as short as that of Romanus II, 
for whom no Constantinopolitan folles are known at all, inclines me to Romanus I. 


“ A.V. Oreshnikov, '“Khersono-vizantiiskiya moneta Romana 1,” Numizmaticheski Sbornik, 1 
(1911), 303-4, 
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Class 8 (Romanns I alone). 921-944. Obv. Monogram of PWIMA. Rev. Monogram 
of BA. S. xivir. 8; Or. 55-6; W. p. 469. 

‘The same arguments apply. Sabatier and Oreshnikov, followed by Wroth (p. 469), 
ascribe this class to Romanus II, reading the BA of the reverse type as a monogram of 
Basil II. But it is unlikely that Romanus’ provincial coinage would have put Basil’s 
name on the coin, especially without that of Constantine VIII as well, and I prefer to 
follow Burachkov in interpreting BA as dastleus and assign the coin to Romanus I. 

Class 9 (Constantine VII alone). 945. Obv. KW vertically. Rev. Cross on steps. 
S.—; Or. 47; W. 58. 

The vertical KW would point to this being early in the reign, but since there is no bust 
I prefer to follow Oreshnikov and Wroth in assigning it to 945. Sabatier Pl. xtv1. 17 
(p. 128, No. 13 bis) describes a coin combining a bust (instead of Ki) on the obverse with 
a cross-on-steps reverse, but since he omits the type with KO) obverse and cross-on-steps 
reverse, I suspect that he has inadvertently mixed two different types. 

Class 10 (Constantine VII and Romanus IJ). 945-959. Obv. Cruciform monogram 
of Constantine. Rev. Cruciform monogram of Romanus. S. xtvit. 2; Or. 48; W. 77-8 

‘The cruciform monograms place this at the end of the reign, and there is no problem 

over the attribution. 


“P.O, Burachkov, Obshchii hatalog monet, prinadlezhashchikh ellinskim Roloniyam .. v predelaki 
‘nineshnei yuzinoi Rossii (Odessa, 1884), No. 141, Pl. xvi. 143. 
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Size ] 
No, | Metal | Die Bo. obverse Reverse Date 
sition 
Constantinople 
SOLIDUS 
| Class I (pattern) 
Bust of the Virgin; j 
busts of Constantine and Zoe | 
| | +VMEPATIAGEOTO | CONSTANTCEZWH | 914 
| | KOKeR’ b’ROm’ 
| | Bust of the Virgin | Tol., bust of Con- | 
| facing, nimbate, stantine facing, | 
| wearing tunic and | beardiess, wearing 
| maphorion, holding | chlamys and crown 
in front medallion of | with cross; to r., 
| Christ with cross bust of Zoe facing, 
| behind head wearing traditional 
| Joros and crown with 
| pendilia, pinnacles, | 
and cross. They hold 
| between them a 
globus with tall 
patriarchal cross 
41 | 18 (Private coll.) 








W.— TR 
Published by A. Veglery and G. Zacos, “A Unique Silver Coin of Constantine VIL," N.Cire., 
64 (1956), 379-80; cf. also p. 472 and vol. 65 (1957), 195-6. The inscription reads continuously 
from the obverse to the reverse, “Ymspayia Sroréns BorjGer Kevoravrivoy xl Zeafy, BaotAsis 
Peopaicov, ““O Most Holy Mother of God, aid Constantine and Zoe, Emperors of the Romans.” 
Veglery and Zacos regard it as a silver coin, substituting for the miliaresion which is not 
known to have been struck during Zoe’s regency, but its module and design show it to be a 
pattern solidus. 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt. | ‘sition | 
| | 
| Class I | 
Christ seated (Type Ia) ; 
busts of Constantine and Zoe 
| | +IhSXPSREX RESNA | CONSTANT’CEZWH | 914-919 
NTIMM 3 enxwb'r” 
Christ seated facing, | As last, but the | 
| bearded, on small figures hold Hl 
| lyre-backed throne, patriarchal cross by | 
wearing tunic and its shaft, Zoe's hand 
himation, r. hand being above Con- 
| raised outwards in | stantine’s, and Zoe's 
| blessing, book resting | crown has semi- 
| on 1, knee circular plaques 
| | | instead of pinnacles 
v1 |v 442 jar 7} 
22 436/21 ¥/ | Same die as 2.1 Same die as 2.1 
pierced 
| | 
| | Class IIT 
| Christ seated (Type Ia); | 
| | busts of Constantine and Romanus I 
Same inser. and type | CONSTANT’CEROMA | 920-921 
TWA4SG'b" | 
To L,, bust of Con- 
stantine VII facing, 
beardless; to r., bust 
of Romanus I facing, | 
bearded. Each wears 
| traditional loros and 
| crown with cross; 
between them they 
| hold patriarchal cross | 
24 J. Schulman 1957 


2.2 


‘W. p. 452, R. —, Sabatier p, 123, no. 1 
‘Whittemore 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
ME sition 
| 
oe] a 440] 20 4) 920-921 
| Class IV 
| | Christ seated (Type Ia); 
| busts of Romanus I and Constantine 
| Same inscr. and type | ROMAN’ETCONSTAN | 921 
T’AMsG'b’ 
| ToL, bust of 
| | Romanus I facing, 
| | bearded, wearing 
| traditional loros and 
crown with cross. To 
| | | r,, slightly smaller 
| dust of Constan- 
tine VII facing, 
| deardless, wearing 
| | chlamys and crown. 
| | with cross. Between 
them they hold 
patriarchal cross 
“41 |My 439) 21 4) | 
42 |w 430/21 7) | 
pierced | | | 
3 Friend 1957 
WR 
41 Peirce 1948 from Spink xi. 27 
W. 10, R.— 
42 Whittemore 
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No. We. | Dare | Obverse | Reverse Date 
| 
| 
| Class V 
| Romanus crowned by Christ; 
| | busts of Christopher and Constantine 
| +KEbOHE! ROMA | XPISTOF’ETCONST’ | 921 
TWOECPOTH | Ausa’b 
To 1., Romanus I ToL, bust of | 
standing facing, | Christopher facing, 
bearded, wearing bearded, wearing 
traditional loros, toros and crown with 
with fringed cross. To r., smaller | 
ornamented end Dust of Constan- 
| passing over r. arm, | tine VII facing, 
| i and crown with cross | beardless, wearing 
| | and pendilia. In r. | chlamys and crown | 
| hand, gl. cr.;1. hand | with cross. Between 
extended. To r., ‘them they hold 
| | Christ standing (Type | patriarchal cross 
1Va) facing, bearded, 
wearing tunic and 
himation, with cross 
behind head. He 
holds book with | 
hand in fold of | 
himation; with r. he | 
| crowns Romanus 
saw 437i at} 
crumpled | 
5.2 |N 3.93/19 4) Same die as 5.1 Same die as 5.1 
clipped | 
and worn | 
5.1 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W. p. 460, R.— 
5.2 Peirce 1948 from Glendining sale 9 ili. 31, lot 629 
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Obverse Reverse 


Date 





*6.1 
*6.2 
63 


N 438 
N 438 
N 4.26 


pierced 


Bee 
-t% 


Class VI 





Romanus crowned by Christ; 
busts of Constantine and Christopher 


Constant’etxPl 
STOF*b'R’ 

To 1., bust of Con- 
stantine VII facing, 
bearded, wearing 
loros and crown with 
cross. To r., bust of 
Christopher facing, 
bearded, wearing 
chlamys and crown 
with cross, Between 
them they hold 
patriarchal cross 


Same inser. and type 











61-3 Whittemore 


W.39, R. — 
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xo, | Meat | pifo obverse Reverse Date 
= sition | 
| | 
| Class VII 
| Christ seated (Type Ia); 
busts of Romanus I and Christopher 
Same inser. and ROMAN’ETXPISCO | 921-931 
type as Classes I-IV | FO’AYSSb’ 
ToL, bust of 
Romanus I facing, 
bearded, wearing 
traditional loros and | 
crown with cross. To 
r,, slightly smaller 
bust of Christopher 
facing, beardless, 
wearing chlamys and 
crown with cross. 
Between them they 
| | | hold patriarchal cross 
71 |W 448/21 
72 (8 445/20 4 
+73 |v 445 | 21 1] | 
“74 |M 4.42) 20 4 | Inser. reads N’€T:XP 
15 \a 441/20 || | Ends AusSb | 
76 |N 441/20 4) Ends & Ends FOSS! 
77 439/22 | As last (diff. die) 
78 |W 438/21 4] 
79 |N 4.36/21 7 
710 |N 4.35) 21 4 | Ends A4SSb. 
mi [a 435 | 20 | 














7 The final + is often ss, the pellets not having been joined up. T have noted only those cases 
where there are six pellets instead of seven, Two contemporary counterfeits of this class are 
illustrated on Pl. xxxvut, See below, p. $53, note following Nos. 15.25-35. 

74-3. Whittemore 
'W. 35-38, R. 1892 

74 Schindler 1960 from Kallai 30 ii 15, 

pas Peirce 1948 from Sofia x. 27 

16-9 Whittemore 

T10 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. ii 29 

TAL ‘Whittemore 
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Size 
wo, | Met | piete-| obverse Revers Date 
ME sition 
Taz |v 434) 224 | Ends ausa'b 921-931 
“713 |N 430/ 21 4 Ends ANG4I 
714 | 4.30 | 22 7 
TAS N 429) 21 4 | 
716 |W 4.28) 21 | | Ends Ends A461 | 
TAT |N 4.28 | 21 y | 
718 | 4.28 | 20 4 Punctuation with 
pierced | pellets | 
719 |W 4.24| 21 4 | Ends TldM: h-OMAMETXPISO 
| Christ beardless FOAYSSI 
720 |N 422/20 \ 
| | Class VIIT 
| Christ seated (Type Ib); 
Romanus, Christopher, and Constantine 
IhSXPSREX RESNA | ROMAN'CONSt’ Et | ¢.930 
| NTMM XPISTOF’b’R’ | 
Christ seated facing, | In center, Romanus I 
| bearded, on wide standing facing, 
lyre-backed throne, | bearded, wearing 
wearing tunic and crown with cross and 
| himation, r. hand traditional loros 
blessing outwards in| whose fringed end, 
| sling of cloak, I. hand | ornamented by %, 
holding book (by —_|_passes over 1. arm. 
spine) on knee Inr. hand, scepter; 
in L, akakia, To 1., 
| half-length figure of 
| | Constantine VIT 
| facing, beardless; to 
| 1, larger half-length 
| figure of Christopher 
| facing, bearded. Each 
| wears crown with 
cross and chlamys 
| | with tabli 
742 Peirce 1948 from Platt iii. 26 _ _ 
7.1318 Whittemore 
719 Whittemore 
This is either a contemporary imitation or the work of a very incompetent die-sinker. 
7.20 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
‘Wie sition | 
—| | | = 
| 
8100 [N47 | 21 \ 930 


92 |v 425) 21 4 | | 
pierced | | | 


Class IX (pattern) | 


| Bust of Christ (Type Vd) ; j 
| busts of Romanus I and Constantine 


FIhSHSX PIST ROMANCE CONSTANT 
Bust of Christ facing, | On 1, bust of 

| bearded, wearing | Romanus facing, 
tunic and himation, | with long beard, 
with nimbus outside | wearing modified 





| 

| which project the loros and heavy | 
ends of three cross- | crown with ross and 

| arms; r. hand raised | pendilia; on r., 

| before breast in smaller bust of Con- 
benediction, book in| stantine facing, j 





L, held (in fold of beardless, wearing 
himation?) from chlamys and crown 
| beneath. Border of | with cross. They 
globules between _—_|_hold between them a 
| two linear circles globus on which is a 





long shaft with at | 
the top. Border as 

| on obv. 
|e 3a1|19 4 | 


81 Whittemore 
WR 
‘The finest known specimen of this coin, in the Berlin collection, was published and discussed 
by K. Regling, “Ein Goldsolidus von Romanus I,” Z/N, 33 (1922), 274-9. 

82 Shaw 1947 

9 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28, 
W.—R— 
Poorly preserved. The details have been made out with the help of another specimen at 
Berlin which has a better obverse than ours (different die), though its reverse is badly corroded. 
‘The initial + of the obverse inscription is clear on ours, the terminal i on that at Berlin, 
‘The peculiar design of the nimbus is quite clear on the Berlin specimen. Romanus has a long 
forked beard, as on his pattern miliaresion (No. 19). Of Constantine's chlamys all that can 
be made out are the three pendants of the fibula and the ornamented tablion 
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10.1 
10.2 
10.3 


Same inser. and type | 
| as Class VIII, but 
the throne is slightly 
different in design 
and Christ's r. hand 
is turned inwards 





| | 
iy 441 
| N 440 
A 440 
pierced 





BBS 








| Class X 


| Christ seated (Type Id); 
| Constantine and Romanus I standing 


| cross. In r. hand, 


+CONSTANTINOSC 
ER OMATYENXWO'R’ 
To L., figure of Con- 
stantine VII standing, 
beardless, wearing 
chlamys with tablion 
ornamented by-# and 
heavy crown with 


gl. cr. To r., larger 
figure of Romanus I 
standing, bearded, 
wearing heavy crown 
with cross and loros 
whose fringed end, 
ornamented by 
passes over his 1. 
arm. In r,, gl. er. 
They stand on a 
souppedion and 
between them they 
hold shaft of long 
patriarchal cross 





Breaks RO MA 
Ends OMAN-ENX'W 
b’R’ 





931-944 





10.1 


10.2.3 


Peirce 1948 from Raymond xi. 28 
W. 7-8, R.— 
‘Whittemore 
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No. | Obverse Reverse Date 
Class XT (pattern) 
| Bust of Christ (Type VIIa); 
Constantine VIL, wearing chlamys 
+INSXPSREXRESNA | COMSTAN TINOSE 945 
-NTIUM Bust of Constantine | 
Bust of Christ facing, with long 
Pantocrator facing, | beard, wearing 
| bearded, with cross | chlamys with 
| nimbus having elaborate tablion and 
pellets in each arm, heavy crown with 
wearing tunic and | cross and pendilia. 
himation; r. hand in Inr. hand, globus 
| sling of cloak raised with patriarchal cross 
in blessing, 1. clasps 
| book to breast 
(it) [R415 18 | (Hermitage) 
j | Class XI 
Bust of Christ (Type VIIa); 
Constantine wearing loros, with akakia 
+HlASXPSREhREHIAPTI | +CONSTAN TAVEC 
| | am RAThI- 
| | Similar type, but the | Similar bust, but 
| head of Christ is Constantine wears a 
smaller and the arms | modified loos of rich | 
| of the cross wide and | design and holds | 
without pellets | akakia in 1. | 
12 NV 439/21 \ | 
(11) W.p. 492, note 1, R.— 
Published by I. V. Sokolova, ‘'Serebryannii monetnii chekan Konstantina VII," Numiz- 
‘matiha i epigrafika, 2 (1960), 58-9, Pl.1. 3. The Hermitage specimen appears to be identical 
With that in the Moustier Sale (Hoffman 17. vi, 72), lot 4091 (no. 4157 on Pl. vit), to which 
Wroth alludes. 
12 Whittemore 
Ww. 


This has every appearance of authenticity, despite the poor lettering. 
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No. 


Metal 
we. 


Size 


Die Po- 
sition | 


Obverse Reverse 


Date 





*1ad 
*13a.2 
*13a.3 
*13b.1 


*13b.2 


No 447 
AN 4.36 
N 436 


N 437 
pierced 


2 
20 
20 


at 











Class XTIT 
As last, but no akakia 
+IhSXPSREXRESNAN | +CONSTAN T,AVT’ 
THM CRAT’b’R 
Similar type, but Similar type, but the 


head larger and | bust is larger and 
three pellets in each | Constantine has no 


| arm of the cross | akakia 


| Ends R'bO- 





Same die as 13a.1_ | Ends RbO 
Begins +IhSXPISR 

At end, 
At end, 





No + at beginning 
Ends CRATER 


Class XIV 


Christ seated (Type Id); 
busts of Constantine and Romanus II 


Inscr. and type as | CONSTANT’CERO 
Class X | MAT’ AVGSR 
To L,, bust of Con- 
| stantine facing, 
bearded, wearing 
| traditional loros and 
| crown with cross. To 
| r., smaller bust of 
Romanus II facing, 
beardless, wearing 
chlamys and crown 
| with cross, Between 
| them they hold 
| patriarchal cross 


945, 








1Ba.t 
130.2 
130.3 
13.1 


13b.2 


Whittemore 


‘W. 44, R. 1897 
Peirce 1948 from Prince Philipp of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha Sale (Hamburger 20. ii, 28), lot 652, 
Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 


‘Whittemore 
W.—, R— 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
‘There are traces of a rosette at the beginning of the obverse inscription, later eliminated on 


the die. 
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No. 


“144 


14.2 


14.2 
15 


151-5 


15.6 
157 
15.8 
15.9 


| Size 
Metal 
ce | Die Fo- Obverse Reverse | Date 
ee eee ee _ 
i | 
y 437ia1 4 No punctuation save | 945 
| R- at end 
y aia 4] | 
| 
Class XV 


Bust of Christ (Type VIIa); 
___ busts of Constantine and Romanus II 





| Inser. and type of | Same inser. and type | 945-959 
| Class XIIL | | 
N 44520 | Pior4 Ends AuG’b’R’ | 
AN 443/20 No punctuation i 
N 443/20 4 | 
N 443 | 20 \ 

jv 442) 21 | 

A 4.42) 20 7) A for A 

N 442/19 4 ' 

N 442/20 4 ‘A for A Ends IR 

N 441/20 4) A for A i 
NY 441/20 7 | | 
N 440 | 20 4 | 

aN 440) 20 7 Ends IR 

A 440} 19 4 





Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 31 

W.9, R— 

Wroth records the end of the reverse inscription as AYGbR, but his photograph shows it 
to be similar to ours: ANSSbR. 

Peirce 1948 from Spink 1. vi. 38 

The letters in this class are often badly formed or incomplete, the cross-bar of the A being 
generally absent; it is not possible to indicate their many defects. The die-sinkers do not 
seem to have understood the final AVGGbR, which is often fudged. The number of pellets in 
the nimbus cross is generally three, but occasionally two. 

Whittemore 

W. 60-66, R. 1905 

Peirce 1948 from Vogel iii. 29 

Friend 1957 

Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from Feder x. 27 


15.10-15 Whittemore 
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Size ] 
We | sition 





No. | Metal Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
i 





1514 4 439 | 20 


| 
| 20 7) Ends AYTIL | A for A Ends IR 945-959 
15.15 4 439/21 4 | Two pellets | A for A 
15.16 |N 439/21 4 Ends AY4GL-RI 
15.17 (8 4.39 9 | | 
1518 A 4.39/19 ,/| Cross in nimbus with | 
} double lines 
15.19 4 4.39 | 20 
15.20 |N4 439 | 20 / 
15.21 |A 4.39 | 20 7 
15.22 A 4.38) 20 \ Blundered inser. 
pierced | 
*15.23 |N 4.38 19 ,/| Cross in nimbus with 


double lines 














15.24 8 4.38 20 4 | As last 
15.25 | 437/19 | 
"15.26 |N  4.37 | 21 \.| Two pellets Begins OST 
15.27 |W 437 | 21 \ 
“15.28 A’ 4.36/20 | | 
15.29 |) 435/19 || Ends THM 
pierced | 
15.30 A 4.34/21 | Two pellets | | 
15.31 | 4.34) 20 
15.32 A’ 4,33) 21 J Two pellets End of inscr. 
| | plundered | 
1533 |w 428/20 4 | Ends ANYGSbR’ 
15.34 A’ 4.23) 21 || Begins IhXxP 
Two pellets in arms 
to 1. and r., cross 
| with double lines 
15.35 |4 3.87 | 19 7 Ends IR 








15.17-22 Whittemore 


15.23 Peirce 1948 from Baldwin 15. vi. 26, 

15.24 Peirce 1948, 

15.25-35 Whittemore 

F. 1, F. 2 Two contemporary counterfeits of Class VII are illustrated on PI. xxvur, after the regular 
solidi of Class XV. They are crude in style, with badly formed letters and blundered in- 
scriptions, and appear to be of slightly base gold. F.1 is from the Peirce coll. (4.45 g. ), 
cq. from Raymond iv. 32. F. 2 is in the Whittemore Coll. (4.43 g. |). 























Size 
as: | “Metal Di Po-| Obverse Reverse | Date 
MILIARESION 
| Class 1 
Constantine VII alone 
+cons IhS4SXRI STYSNICA 914-921 
canc’en Cross potent on three | 
X'WAYZOCR’ | steps. Beneath, 
PIST’bAS | globus. Three borders 
IL’ROM’ of pellets | 
| Three borders of 
pellets ornamented 
with eight globules 
161 R298 | 25. 
162 |R 2.67 | 24 \ 
Class IT i 
' Romanus 1, Constantine VIL, and Christopher | 
| +ROMANO’ | Same inser. and type | 921-931 
| constant’ | 
CEXPISCOF’ | 
| enx'wevse | | 
b’bASIL'R’ \ 
| Same border 
wa la 279 | 26 7 | | | 
172 |R 252 | 25 7 | 
173° (R242 23% | 
clipped 
174 |R 2.22) 23 + 
corroded 
16.1 Hess-Bank Leu sale 16. iv. 64, lot 446 
WR 
16.2 Whittemore 
This rings badly and seems to be of poor silver, but appears to be authentic, 
171 Whittemore 
W. 40, R. 1893 
17.2 Whittemore 
17.3 Schindler 1960 from Trinks 


174 


‘Whittemore 























‘Struck on an unusually thin flan 
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~ Size ] ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
} —| | = —} = 
| i] 
| j Class IT 
| Romanus I, Christopher, 
| and Constantine VIL 
| +ROMANO’ | Same inscr. and type | 921-931 
| XPISTOFOR’ 
| Ceconszan’ 
ENX'WEVSE 
| b’DASIL’R’ | 
| Same border | 
181 |R 2.98 25 4 
182 |R 2.93 25 4 | 
183 |B 2.92/25 4/ | 
184 |R 267/23 4 | 
worn | 
18.5 ja 2.57 | 25 \ 
*18.6 (RM 238/25 4+ 
| 
Class IV (pattern) 
| Romanus I alone j 
| | Romano enewb'r’ | Same inscription 931 
| | Bust of Romanus I | Usual type, but X at 
| facing, with long intersection of the 
| | beard, wearing arms of the cross and 
| | | modified loros and |X tol. andr. in 
| heavy crown with | field. Border as on 
| | cross and pendilia. | obv. | 
| Inr. hand, globus | | 
| with patriarchal | | 
cross, Border of | 
globules between two | 
| borders of dots | | 
18.1 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W. 41, R. 1894 
18.2 Whittemore 
18.3 Peirce 1948 from Ars Classica Sale XV, 2. vii. 30, lot 2092 
184 Whittemore 
18.5 ‘Schindler 
186 Whittemore 
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Size | 
No, | Metal Die Po Obverse | Reverse Date 
= a hs 1. — = = 
*(19) |B 8.51 | 25 (W. 43) | | 931 
| 1 
| | Class V 
| | Romanus I, Constantine VII, 
| | and Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus 
+ROMANO’ Same inscription 931-944 
| | CONSTANT’ Usual type, but at 
| STEFANOS intersection of cross 
ceconsTA’ | an oval medallion 
ENX'W’R’ with facing bust of 
| Above and below, Romanus having 
| <4:— Three borders long beard and 
of pellets ornamented | wearing modified 
with eight globules loros and crown with 
pendilia. In field 1, 
| andr, & and Q 
| Beneath steps of 
| | cross, + instead of 
globus; four globules, 
| on outer borders of | 
pellets 
201 |R 3.16 | 24 + \ | 
20.2 |R 3.15 | 25% | 
20.3 |R 3.02] 24 4 
204 |R 3.01] 25 + — 
(19) ‘The British Museum specimen was first published by J. Friedlaender in Berliner Blatter fitr 


Miinz-, Siegel- und Wappenhunde, i (1865), 177. It was then in a collection at Naples. The 
Hermitage has a better preserved specimen, with an extremely fine portrait, but the border 
of globules has been cut away (illus. in Sokolova, art. cif. above, note to No. 11, Pl. r. 6.) 


In hi decrton of ths csn, Wioth nalts to mention the f anal nthe fed an 


20 
describes the reverse border as having eight instead of four globules. Romanus’ crown has 
sometimes a cross, or two or three pellets representing one, but on most specimens this is 
absent owing to lack of space. 

20.1 Peirce 1948 
W. 42, R. 1895-6 

20.2 Whittemore 


20.3-4 


Whittemore 
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No | Mots) | pee. Obvene Revere Date 
i} me sition 
| Sa 
| | 
205 |R 2.95] 24% 931-944 
120.6 |R 2.82] 24 7 
20.7 |R 2.81 | 24% i 
208 |R 281/24 + 
209 |R 278 | 24 7 
20.10 |R 2.76 | 24 2 
20.11 |R 269] 25 4 | 
2012 |R 2.69 | 24 A | 
2013 WR 2.65 | 24 \ | 
20.14 R 264/25 \ | 
2015 |R 247 | 25 7 
20.16 | 2,39] 23 “4 
| pierced 
| Class VI 
Constantine VIT and Romanus IT 
+consT’t’ Same inscription 945-959 
| TIORFVROG’ Cross on base and 
| | CeROmANO three steps, with 
ENX'WEVSEb- _smalller cross at each 
| b’RWMEON | extremity (cross 
| ‘Three borders of crosslet) and X at 
j pellets ornamented _intersection. Beneath 
| with sixteen globules | steps, globus. Border 
| as on obv. | 
"214 ln 3.20 | 25. | 
205 Peirce 1948 from Spink viii, 28 
20.6 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale ili. 28 
20.7 Schindler 1960 from Trinks 1912 
208 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
20.9 Whittemore 
20.10 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv, 29 


20.11-12 Whittemore 
Schindler 1960 
20.14-16 Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 from Egger 1913 


20.13 


211 


W. 67-69, R. 


1906 
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No. Seay Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
_ sition 
| 
21.2 |R 3.48) 24 \ | saa 
213 RB 3.06/23 + | 
214 |R 3.01] 24% | 
215 |R 299) 23 7 | 
21.6 |R 2.97] 24 4] | 
217 |R 295/24 4 | 
"18 (R282) 25 7 | 
219 | 282| 23 + | 
21.10 | 2.82 | 24 
it. |R 280/23 7 
2142 |R 2.76 | 24 + 
21.13 |R 2.68) 23 + 
2114 | 2.61 | 23 7 
| chipped 


21.15 |B 2.61 | 24 f 
21.16 |R 245) 21 7 


21.7 | 2.39 23 > 


21.18 |R 2,38 23 + 
21.19 | 2.32 23 
21.20 | 2.06 | 23. + | W for Von line 4 


21.21 |R 2.02 22 7 








21.2 Whittemore 
‘Unusual die position 

21.3 Swiss Collection 1956 

21.4 Peirce 1948 

21.5-6 Whittemore 

21.7 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

21.8 Peirce 1948 from Ars Classica Sale XV, 2. vii. 30, lot 2096 

21.9 Peirce 1948 from Raymond v. 28 

21.10-21 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. | Metal | die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
FOLLIS 
| Class 1 
Constantine VII and Zoe 
| +constant’cezo +cons 914-919 
Hb’ TANTINO 
| To l., bust of Con- | CEZOHbA’ 
stantine VIT facing, SILISRO 
| beardless, wearing meon 
| traditional loros and 
| crown with cross. To 
r,, facing bust of Zoe 
| | wearing chlamys and 
crown with pendilia 
and cross flanked by 
| two pinnacles. 
| Between them they 
| hold patriarchal cross | 
22.1 | 7.87 | 24 /| 
+222 |B 7.20/28 \ 
"23 |B 7.13/25 / 
224 |m 7.03| 25 7 | 
225 |\E 692/25 \ | | 
1226 EB 691/25 \ 
22.7 EB 6.69) 25 \ | 
+228 |B 618| 26 \ | 
229 8 6.16| 26 | | 
22.10 5.99 | 26 / 
221 Whittemore 
W. 1-6, R. 1883-5 
22.2 Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 29 
223 Schindler 1960 
224-5 Whittemore 
22.6 Peirce 1948, 
22.7 Whittemore 
22.8 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 29 
22.9 Schindler 1960 


2.10 


Whittemore 
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] 
No, | Metal Dis Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
| | 
2211 |B 5.92] 27 / | | 914-919 
22,12 |B 5.92 24 | | 
22,13 |B 5.91 | 25 \ i 
422.14 |B 5.80 | 24 \ | j 
2215 |B 5.45/25 4 | | | 
2216 |B 5.13 | 27 \ | | 
2247 | 5.11/26 4 
22.48 |B 5.09 | 27 | | 
22.19 |B 452) 27 + | | 
22.20 | 4.46 | 24 | 
22.21 | 3.94] 23 | | | 
22,22 | 3.67 | 25 || Insecr, illegible 
corroded | | 
22.23 | 3.31/23 4 +COnSTAL | Topline off flan | 
corroded | | | 
| | 
| | Class 2 | 
Constantine VII alone | 
| sconscanc’basit’ | +cons | 920-931 
| Rom’ tantin’ 
| Bust of Constan- | ENndObAS 
| | tine VII facing, Irom’ 
beardless, wearing 
traditional loros and 
crown with cross. In 
| r. hand, labarum; 
| in L, gl. er. 
22.11 Schindler 1960 
22.12 Peirce 1948 from Platt vi. 26 
22.13 Whittemore 
22.14 Peirce 1948, 


22.15-16 Whittemore 


22.17 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
22.18 Whittemore 

22.19 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
22.20 Whittemore 

22.21 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 


22.22-3 Whittemore 
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Size | 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
we. sition | 
| 
"23.1 |B 5.67 | 24 | | +CONS off fan | 920-931 
*23.2 |B 5.49/26 \ | 
233 |m sat|25 4 | ©€ for 60 | 
234 (B 5.31 | 26 \.| OM’ off fan | 
broken 
423.5 |B 4.67 | 25 \.| 
"23.6 |B 3.21/23 || +CONSTAofifian | 
Class 3 
Christopher alone 
XPISTOFO PbASPOMY | +PISTO 
| | Bust of Christopher ENOEObA 
| facing, bearded, | SILevsP 
| | wearing chlamys and omeon 
| crown with cross. In 
1. hand, akakia 
+24) |B | 25 (Balvin coll.) 
23.4 Schindler 1960 from Miinzhandlung Basel 3. iv. 36 
W. 11-13, R. 1898-9 
23.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
23.3 Whittemore 
23.4 Peirce 1948 
23.5 Schindler 1960 
23.6 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale xii. 30 
R, 1899 This coin 
(24) w.— R.— 


Published by Bellinger, art. cit,, pp. 158-9, No. 12, Pl. xxxtv. 1. The type is copied from 
one of Leo VI 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Reverse | Date 
sak sition 
| 
Class 4 
| Romanus I alone | 
(a) Unbroken obv. inscr. | 
| +RUIMANDASILEVSR | +RWMA | 931-944 
wm | TEN@EWbA | 
Bust of Romanus I SILEVSRW 
facing, bearded, | maiwn 
wearing chlamys | 
with tablion and | | 
heavy crown with | | 
cross. In r. hand, | 
| labarum scepter 
| topped by trefoil | | 
| ornament; in 1., | 
| gl.cr. | 
25a1 |B 8.20 | 28 4 | 
a2 |B 7.71/25 | | 
25a3 |B 7.15) 26 4 | 
*25a4 |B 697 | 27 || | | 
250.5 |B 681 | 26 \ | 
25a.6 | 6.51 | 27 || Inscr. illegible | 
worn | 
25.7 |B 6.50 | 26 \| | 
25a.8 EB 5.82/25 \ 
25a.9 | 5.69 | 26 \,| Overstruck on coin 
| of Leo VI | 
25 ‘The distinction made here between broken and unbroken inscriptions is one of convenience 
and does not seem to have any chronological or other significance, though coins with broken 
inscriptions are perhaps more frequently overstruck. Coins on which the inscription is too 
incomplete, as a result of wear or overstriking, for one to be sure of their category have been 
put at the end as 25c. Since the inscriptions are extremely uniform I have not noted the 
absence of letters through wear or overstriking. 
25a.1 Whittemore 
‘W. 14-29, R. 1886-8 
252.2 Whittemore 
25a.3 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 


25a.4-9 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. | Metal | pie Obverse Reverse Date 
} owe | ton 
| 
*25a.10 | 5.39 | 27 4 931-944 
*25a11 EB 5.29 | 27 | No cross on globus 
25a12 |B 5.16 | 24 \ 
25a13|B 5.07 | 23 | | Inscr. illegible 
worn | 
25a14 |B 5.04 | 27 | | Overstruck 
250.15 |B 4.60 | 25 | | Overstruck 
worn | 
*25a.16 |B 4.58) 25 | 
25a17 |B 4.48 24 | 


25b.1 |B 8.73 | 28 
25b.2 |B 8.58 | 28 
25b.3 |B 8.41 | 28 
25b.4 |B 8.26 | 28 
25b5 |B 7.82 | 27 
25b.6 





z 
25b.7 |B 
*25b.8 |B 7.03 | 28 
¥25b.9 |B 7.01 | 26 
25b.10 | 

a 





25a.10 Peirce 1948 
25a.11 Schindler 1960 


Same, but inscr. 
broken BAS ILEVS 


| Overstruck 


Overstruck 
Overstruck 





| Overstruck 


(b) Broken obv. inser. 


Same 











It does not look as if there had ever been a cross on the globus, though since the coin is worn, 
at that point one cannot be sure. 


25a.12 Swiss Collection 1956 
25a.13-17 Whittemore 
25b.1-6 Whittemore 

W. 19-24, R. — 


25b.7_ Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co, 1928 


25v.8 Schindler 1960 
25b.9-10 Whittemore 


25b.11 Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi. 25 
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Size 
No | Mets! | Die Po obverse | Reverse 
ition 

*25b.12 | 6.40 | 29 \ 
25b.13|B 6.14 | 29 \ 
25v.14|@ 6.13 | 26 | 
25b.15 |B 5.99 | 27 \.| Overstruck 
25b.16 | 5.62 | 27 \. | Overstruck 
25b.17 | 5.46 | 27 | | Overstruck on follis 

of Leo VI 
*25p.18 | 5.42 | 27” | Overstruck on follis 

of Leo VI. Begins 

| +ROM instead of 

ROM 
*25b.19 |B 5.28 | 25 | | 
25b.20 |Z 5.25 | 26 \, | Overstruck 
25b.21 | 4.99] 27 | | Overstruck 
*25b.22|E 4.73 | 26 \ | 
25b.23\@ 3.87 | 25 | | Overstruck 
25b.24| 3.83 | 24 ,/| Overstruck on follis | 

of Class 2 | 

| (c) Obv. inser. obscure 
| | | Same, but inscrs. Same 
| mostly illegible 

2e1 | 8.13 | 26 \, | Overstruck 
25c.2 | 7.62 | 26 ,/ | Overstruck on follis 

of Leo VI | 








25b.12 Shaw 1947 

25.13 Peirce 1948 

25b.14 Whittemore 

25b.15 Schindler 1960 

25b.16-17 Whittemore 

25b.18 Swiss Collection 1956 

25b.19 Whittemore 

25b.20 Schindler 1960 

25b.21 Swiss Collection 1956 

25b.22 Schindler 1960 

25b.23-4 Whittemore 

25c.1. Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi. 25 
W.—R— 

25c.2-4 Whittemore 
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Size | 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition 
| 
25c3 |B 7.04| 25 5 | 931-944 
25c4 |B 6.56 | 26 \ | | 
25.5 E 6.39 | 27 | Overstruck on follis | 
of Leo VI | 
250.6 | 6.38 | 25 \, Third line reads 
| SINEVSRU 
25c.7 |B 6.12) 26 || Overstruck on follis | | 
of Leo VI | 
25c.8 |B 5,89 | 26 N\] Overstruck on follis | | 
| of Leo VI | 
25c.9 |B 4.81) 25 \, | | 
25c.10 | 4.56 | 26 \, | Overstruck on follis | 
of Class 2 | | 
Bell |B 4.43 25 5 
25c.12|# 4.22 | 26 | | Overstruck 
25c13 |B 3.94| 25 | | 
| worn | 
| | Class 5 | 
| Constantine VII alone 
+CONST’bA SIL'ROM’ | +consT’ — | (945-c. 950 
Bust of Constan- | €N@EObA 
tine VII facing, | SILEVSR 
| | bearded, wearing omeon 
| modified loros and 
| crown with cross. In 
| hand, gl. cr.; in r., 
| akakia 




















25c.5 Schindler 1960 

25c.6 Whittemore 

25c.7-8 Swiss Collection 1956 

25c.9 Whittemore 

25c.10 Swiss Collection 1956 

25c.11-13 Whittemore 

26 As with the preceding class, I have not noted the absence of letters through wear or over- 
striking, since the inscriptions seem all to be identical. 
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Size 
No. gm | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition | 
| i} 
| 
426.1 |B 9.33] 28 \| 945-0..950 
26.2 |B 9.23 28 \ | 
26.3 | 885/27 \ | 
264 |B 8.76/29 \ 
4265 |B 7.80 | 28 \, | Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus I | 
26.6 | 7.77 | 27 || Overstruck on follis 
| | of Romanus I 
26.7 | 7.57) 27 || Overstruck 
426.8 | 7.48) 26 |) 
269 |B 7.05 | 28 | Overstruck 
26.10 | 7.02/27 4 | Overstruck on follis 
| | | of Romanus I | 
2611 |B 6.72 26 \.| Overstruck | 
26.12 |B 6.62/22 4) | 
26.13 |B 642) 28 \ | 
v6.14 |B 635 | 24 \| | 
26.15 |B 6.28) 24 4 | 
26.16 |B 6.15 28 4 | Overstruck i 
"2617 |B 6.13 | 24 | 
26.1 Sachs 1943, 
W. 45-57, R. 1900-3 
26.2 Whittemore 
26.3 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 29 
26.4 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
26.5 Whittemore 
26.6 Swiss Collection 1956 
26.7 ‘Whittemore 
26.8 Peirce 1948 from Fejer 
26.9 Swiss Collection 1956 
26.10 Whittemore 
26.11 Schindler 1960 
26.12 Swiss Collection 1956 
Small, irregular flan 
26.13 Whittemore 
26.14 Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi. 25 
(26.15 Peirce 1948 
26.16 Whittemore 


26.17 


Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
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Size | 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
| We sition | 
Seni ee _| | = 
26.18 |B 5.98 | 28 ,/ | Overstruck on follis 945~c. 950 
of Romanus I | j 
2619 | 5.94 | 26 \. | Overstruck | TforT 
26.20 |B 5.75 | 26 ,/| Overstruck on follis | 
| of Romanus I | 
26.21 |B 5.73 | 26 \ | T for T | 
26.22 |B 5.69 25 | | Overstruck 
26.23 |E 5.63 | 26 ,/ | Overstruck 
26.24 |B 5.46 | 24 \ 
26.25 |B 4,33 | 25 \, | Begins +COST 
R. hand not visible | 
26.26 | 3.76 | 24 \, | Overstruck on follis | 
of Romanus I | 
26.27 |B 371/25 \ 
26.28 |B 3.67 | 24 4 | Double struck | 
26.18 Swiss Collection 1956 
26.19-20 Schindler 1960 
26.21 Shaw 1947 
26.22 Whittemore 
26.23 Swiss Collection 1956 
26.24 — Swiss Collection 1956 
Irregular flan 
26.25 Peirce 1948 
26.26 Swiss Collection 1956 
26.27 Peirce 1948 from Ciani 11. vi. 26 


26.28 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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| Size | 
me [=e 
tt 


Obverse Reverse 


Date 





j | sition 
ne ae 





oma e173 | 0 
| 


= 7.08 | 27 \.| 


23 |B 687/27 4 


27.2 


Class 6 
Constantine VII and Romanus IL 


+CONST’CEROMAN’ | +consT’ 
b’ROM’ CEROMAN 
To 1., bust of Con- €NXRIST’ 
stantine VII facing, | brROMEO 
bearded, wearing 

modified loros and | 
crown with cross. To. | 
r,, slightly smaller | 
bust of Romanus II 
facing, beardless, 
wearing traditional | 
Joros and crown with 
cross. Between them | 
they hold globus 
surmounted by 
pabhrchaleres 
with Xin center | 
+CONS{ 
Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus I 
+CONST’CEL Jo’ 
ROM’ Overstruck 
JsT’CeROML 
Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus [I 





c. 950-959 





27 Coins of this class are all roughly and carelessly overstruck, so that neither the types nor 
inscriptions are ever wholly clear. I have therefore noted in each case what is legible of the 


inscriptions, 
27.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 71-76, R. 1907-9 


W. 70 is a variety of neat workmanship struck with an unusually small obverse die and 
having Constantine's name in the form CONST’T’ instead of simply CONST’. Cf. No. 27.8 


below. 


27.2-3. Swiss Collection 1956 
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| Size 
No, ue) Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition | 
| 
| | | 
"74 E559) 28S.) +CON[ Overstruck | ©-950-959 
275 |B 551 26 | +Cont Rom’ | | 
| Overstruck | | 
+276 iz 5.51 | 24 \,| Inscr. illegible. | 
| Overstruck | 
27 le 5.47 | 28 4 | JCEROMANL 
Double struck 
278 |B 5.26 | 27 \.| +CONST’TROT ] 
| Rom’ 
| 
Cherson 
| | Class 1 
| | Constantine and Zoe | 
| Bust of Constan- | Bust of Zoe facing, | 914-919 
| tine VII facing, | wearing robes and 
| beardless, wearing crown with three 
robes and crown pinnacles and 
With trefoil ornament | pendilia 
"28 2.77} ¥ | 
27.4 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vi, 28 
22.5 Schindler 1960 from Walla 1914 
27.6 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii. 28 
277 Swiss Collection 1956 
278 Peirce 1948 
28-38 Oreshnikov numbers are given for the coins, since his work remains the most complete survey, 
of the series. The details of the costumes on the types with bust are as a rule obscure. Probably 
a chlamys is intended by what I term “robes'’—there are sometimes three vertical lines which 
may represent the pendants of the fibula—but it is difficult to be sure. 
28 Peirce 1948 


W. p. 467, note 1, R.—, Or. 43 
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*29.1 
29.2 
29.3 

#294 
29.5 


30.1 
*30.2 


290/15 4 | 


29.4 


29.2 
29.3 
29.4 
29.5 
30.1 


30.2 


Sie 
Meat | pete. obvene =| Revers ate 


sition | 





i 
| | Class 2 


i | Constantine VII alone 

| 

| Bust of Constan- K | 919-920 
| tine VII facing, ra) 


beardless, wearing 
robes and crown with 

| trefoil ornament 

(EB 375/18 7 | 
le 3.66 | 18 (7 | | | 
z 3.54/18 \ | 

lB 335/18 7 | | 
le 261) 19 \ | 


| Class 3 
| Romanus I alone 

Bust of Romanus | 920 
facing, wearing loros | aly, | 

| and crown with | 

trefoil ornament if 


AB 2.90/16 + | 





Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30 
W. 59, R. 1904 This coin, Or. 44-6 
Whittemore 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 

‘Schindler 1960 

Peirce 1948 

Peirce 1948 

W. p. 461, R. —, Or. 49-50 

Swiss Collection 1956 
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| Size | 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
wee sition 
| | 
| 
| 
Class 4 
| Romanus I and Christopher 
| Bust of Romanus 1 | Bust of Christopher | 921 
facing, wearing loros | facing, wearing robes 
| and crown with and crown with | 
| trefoil ornament, three pinnacles and 
between P and O pendilia, between K 
and P 
*G1) |x 16 | (Oreshnikov No. 42) 
| Class 5 
Romanus I alone 
| j 
| Crosson twosteps, | 921-944 
| | crosslets at 
| | extremities of arms. | 
Tol. and r., pellet 
(a) Large 
*32a.1 | 8.20 | 24 x | | 
s32a2 |B 8.18] 26 +) | 
32a.3 |B 7.67 | 26 +) 
32a4 |B 7.23/27 4/ Obscure 
32a5 |B 6.59] 25 > | | 
32a.6 |B 6.23 | 25 + Obscure (i 
*32b1 {a 7.56 | 26 4 | Monogram & 
32a.1 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 .* 
W. 30-31, R 1889, Or. 34-8 
‘There is a variant of this with the loop of the rho to the left (Or. 39). 
32a.2 Schindler 1960 from Egger 
The two projections at the edge of the flan on this coin are very clear evidence of its having 
been cast. 
32a.3 Whittemore 
32a.4 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 
32a.5 Schindler 1960 
32a.6 Swiss Collection 1956 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30, lot 1889 
32b.1 Schindler 1960 from Lois (Klagenfurt) 


WR. 
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Date 


921-944 


Size | 
‘Metal: ms 
No. Wt. Pere: Obverse | ‘Reverse 
—|_— 
32b2 | 7.50/25 | Monogram & 
32 |B 11.53} 26 4 instead of cross 
| (®) Small 
| | | Same, but smaller | Same, but smaller 
33a |e 377| 21 ? Obscure 
9332 |B 273| 21 2 Obscure 
i 
Class 6 (large) 
| Romanus I alone 
|B A 
“341 8.38) 28 \ 
9342 B 7.65 | 25 \ 
Class 7 
| Romanus I alone 
| oP | Cross on two steps, 
| | | crosslets at 
extremities of arms. 
| | Tol. and r,, pellet 
#350 | 4.78 19 4 | | 
32.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
32c ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
w.—R— 
‘The repetition of the monogram on the reverse is due to a mistake in the casting, and does 
not make of this a separate type. 
33.1 Schindler 1960 
W. p. 457, note 1, R, 1890, Ox, 40-1 
Oreshnikov’s coins are smaller than these (15mm.), but they probably represent the same 
denomination, 
33:2 Schindler 1960 
341 Shaw 1947 
W.—, R.— 07.32 
34.2 Peirce 1948. 
35 Swiss Collection 1956 


W.— R.—, Or. 53 
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Xo. obverse | Reverse | Date 
= |- paces le 
Class 8 
| | Romanus I alone 
| wa | B | 921-944 
360«(E 2.44] 18 t 
| Class 9 
| Constantine VII alone 
iK | Sameas Class 5 | 945 
wo | 
871 B 235/18 + 
372 |E 2.23] 18 7 
| | 
j Class 10 
| | Constantine VII and Romanus II | 
| wfc Pellet border | af Pellet border | 945-959 
"38.1 |B 3.86 | 18 \ | 
382 |m 369/19 | 
383 |# 340/19 | 
384 |m 298/19 5 | 
385 | 296/18 | | 
38.6 | 292/19 4 | 
38.7 |e 298/18 | 
388 |B 251/19 || | 
36 Peirce 1948 
W. p. 469, R, —, Or, 55-6 
37.1 Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 
W. 58, R. —, Or. 47 
37.2 Peirce 1948 
38 The pellet border on coins of this class is not clearly discernible on Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 8, but 
the molds were probably worn and I imagine that it was always intended to be present. 
38.1 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30 
W. 77-78, R. 1910 This coin, Or. 48 
38.2 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vi, 28 
38.3 Whittemore 
38.4 Schindler 1960 from Beisser 28. iii. 44 
38.5 Peirce 1948 
386 Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 
38.7 Peirce 1948 


38.8 


Schindler 1960 


ROMANUS II 
9 (2) November 959 - 15 March 963 
Formally Augustus from 6 April 945 


Colleagues: Basil II (from 22 April 960) 
Constantine VIII (from 962, probably 30 March) 


Romanus II was born in 939 and made co-emperor by his father at the age of six, 
after the downfall of the Lecapeni. He succeeded Constantine VII as sole emperor in 
November 959. The chroniclers praise him for his good looks and kindly disposition, but 
he in fact seems to have been weak-willed and frivolous, inheriting a family tendency to 
overindulgence in the pleasures of the table. He also inherited his father's poor health, 
which brought him to an early death on 15 March 963.1 He played no part in the great 
achievements of his reign, the reconquest of Crete and a series of resounding military 
successes in southeastern Asia Minor and Syria, which were due entirely to the abilities 
and good fortune of his commander-in-chief, Nicephorus Phocas. He was twice married. 
His first marriage as a child to Bertha of Provence, who was renamed Eudoxia, has left 
its memorial in one of the most beautiful of surviving Byzantine ivories, now in the 
Biblioth¢que Nationale. His second marriage was to Anastasia, the daughter of a tavern 
keeper, who on becoming empress took the name of Theophano. By her he had two sons, 
Basil and Constantine, born in 958 and 961 respectively. Basil was crowned co-emperor 
at Easter 960 (22 April) and Constantine two years later, probably at Easter 962 (30 
March)? 


+ Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II, 344. On Romanus’ brief reign, in addition to the accounts in Ostro- 
gorsky's History of the Byzantine Stale and other standard works, see G. Schlumberger, Un empereur 
dyzantin au dixiéme sidcle: Nicéphore Phocas (Paris, 1890) 

* Basil was a year old when Constantine VII died (Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed., p. 469; of. Ostrogorsky. 
and Stein in Byzantion, 7 (1932), 197 and 198, note 1), and was crowned at Easter 960, i.c., 22 April 
(Cedrenus, 1. 338-9). Constantine was born after Constantine VII's death (Theoph. Cont., p. 473), 
and according to Psellus was two years younger than Basil (Chon., i. 37 compared with ii. 1 fed. 
Renauld, I, 24, 25]). This is contradicted by Cedrenus (loc. cit), who says that he was born the year 
after Basil's coronation, Historians have customarily followed Psellus and assumed that Cedrenus 
‘meant to say that Constantine was crowned a year later than Basil; they consequently place his birth 
in 960 and assume that he was crowned at Easter 961. A later date for the coronation, however, is 
shown by the consistent dating of documents from Byzantine Italy. In two of May 962 the only 
emperors known are Romanus IT (in his seventeenth year) and Basil (in his third), while later documents 
show that Constantine must have been crowned between September 961 and August 962. The probable 
day would have been Easter, the festival on which his father and brother had been crowned before 
him, i.e., 30 March 962, and 961 is consequently preferable for the date of his birth. See N. Oikono- 
midés, “La cronologia dellincoronazione dell'imperatore bizantino Costantino VIII (962),” Studi 
Salentini, 19 (1965), 172-5. 





PROBLEMS OF THE COINAGE 575, 


Romanus II's coinage, or rather its almost complete absence, is difficult to explain. 
Only three specimens of his solidi are known, two of them being at Dumbarton Oaks; 
their tiny lettering shows that they must belong to Romanus IT, not Romanus I. They 
continue the tradition of characterized portraiture begun under Leo VI and carried on 
by Romanus I’s projected solidus and miliaresion of 931 and Constantine VII's solidi 
of 945.8 No. 2 has an exceptionally interesting obverse type, since its representation of 
Christ is rare in Byzantine art and it never reappears in the coinage. Sabatier attributed to 
Romanus a solidus having on the obverse a representation of the Virgin crowning the 
emperor, but Wroth rightly regards this as a misread coin of John I. 

No Constantinopolitan coins of Romanus II in silver or copper are known at all. I was 
for a time disposed to attribute to him the pattern miliaresion of Romanus I (above, 
p. 555, No, 19), but the portraiture is identical with that of the pattern solidus of 931 
(No. 9), on which the emperor is associated with a younger Constantine; so its attribution 
to Romanus I is beyond doubt. Sabatier gave to Romanus II the folles here assigned. 
to Romanus I There are several features of the coin favoring such an attribution, 
notably a portrait differing from that of the coins of 931 and the spelling ROMAIN on 
the reverse, for this recurs under Nicephorus I and contrasts with the ROMEON of other 
coins of Constantine VII's reign. But the difference in portraiture is to be explained by a 
difference in date, and the evidence of overstriking, as Wroth pointed out, shows con- 
clusively that the “Romanus” folles frequently served as undertypes for coins of the 
later years of Constantine VII's reign, and must therefore belong to Romanus I. It is 
possible that silver and copper types of Romanus I may turn up in the future, but even 
if they do, they can never have represented substantial issues. One would have expected 
the great military activity of the reign to have involved a large output of small change, 
but in fact economy and government alike must have managed to get along with the very 
considerable coinages of Constantine VII’s reign. 

There was, however, a copper coinage at Cherson. Sabatier, followed by Oreshnikov, 
attributed to Romanus II three types of coin: (1) ones having a cruciform monogram of 
PGMA and a cross on steps, (2) ones having a bust and a bar monogram of PWM, and (3) 
ones having an ill-shaped monogram of PWM and another with the letters BA, which he 
interpreted as a reference to Romanus’ co-emperor Basil. Miss Sokolova, I think rightly, 
has transferred the second (above, p. 570, No. 30) to Romanus I, when bust types were 
in favor, and I would give the third to the same ruler, interpreting the BA as basileus. 
The first, on the other hand, I would leave to Romanus II, since cruciform monograms 
had come into fashion by the mid-century, when they occur on the last issue of Constan- 
tine VIL (with Romanus I1) and on those of Nicephorus IT, John Zimisces, and Basil II. 
Wroth, on the other hand, prefers to give this type to Romanus I. 





° CE. Bellinger, ‘Byzantine Notes, 5. Three Imperial Portraits,” MN, 13 (1967), 141-8. This does 
not take account of the portraits of Romanus I 
+ He is followed by Schlumberger, op. cit., 257. 
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ROMANUS II ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ SOLIDUS 


























Size | | 
No, | Metel | pie Po- Obverse | Reverse | Date 
it sition | 
| 
Constantinople 
| SOLIDUS 
| Class I 
| Bust of Christ Pantocrator (Type VIIa) 
| -HIhSXPSREXREGNA | ROMAN'AVT OCR | 959-963 
| NTIWM AT’ROM’ 
| Bust of Christ Bust of Romanus II 
| | Pantocrator facing, facing, bearded, 
| bearded, with cross | wearing elaborate 
nimbus having three | jeweled robes and 
| pellets in each arm, | heavy crown with 
wearing tunic and cross and pendilia 
himation; r. hand in | In 1. hand, globus 
sling of cloak raised | surmounted by long 
| in blessing, 1. clasps | cross with pellets at 
book to breast extremities 
"1 a 441) at 
Class IT 
Bust of Christ (Type VI) 
Same inscription | Same inscr. and type 
Similar type, but | 
Christ's r. hand is 
1,2 These coins, each of them then believed to be unique, were illustrated in Bulletin Number One 


(1940-1950) of the Dumbarton Oaks Library and Collection (Washington, 1950), and have 
since been reproduced several times, notably by Bellinger in MN, 13 (1967), 142 and 
PI, xxx1t. 9, 10. The letters of the inscriptions are very small and badly formed, especially 


on the reverse: P is a vertical stroke with a pellet or a sli 





tht projection to its right, S is S, 


R is Nl with a pellet or thickening above it, etc. The terminal ROM is virtually illegible. T 
adhere to the practice of describing the side with the bust of Christ as the obverse, though 
its greater sharpness and a slight concavity in the surface suggest that it was struck with 


the upper die 


Peirce 1948 from Prince Philipp Sale 20. ii, 28, lot 653 (as Constantine VII) 


Ww. R.— 
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i Size 
No. etal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
is sition 





| | held horizontally and 959-963 

| | turned inwards in | 

| | benediction, while a 

fold of the himation | 
| is wound round and | 

conceals his 1. hand 

holding the book, 

which is differently | 

| decorated 
2 ly 438/21 4 | 


Cherson 


Cross on two steps, 


ona crosslets at 


| extremities. To 1. 

















| and r., pellet 
Jal BE 5.84/20 
a2 |B 443/20 7 
323 |B 3.31/19 4 
3a4 |B 282/20 7 
chipped 
3a5 |B 280/17 4) Obscure 
(by) |e 423/19 | itn Same 
(W. p. 458, Nos. 32-4; 
| Or. 52) 
2 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 36 
W.—,R— 


A second specimen of this coin is now in the British Museum, It appeared as No. 21 in Listino 
3/4 of Ars et Nummus (Milan), March-April 1969, 

3a. Schindler 1960 
W.—, R, 1891, Or. 51 

3a.2 Schindler 1960 

3a3 Peirce 1948 

32.4 Swiss Collection 1956 

3a.5 Whittemore 





THEOPHANO, Regent 
963 (15 March ~ 16 August) 
Nominal Emperors: Basil II and Constantine VIII 


Romanus II's death left his two sons, aged respectively five and three, as nominal 
emperors under the regency of their beautiful and unscrupulous mother. It was clear 
to Theophano that her best chance of maintaining her own position and the rights of 
her children was by alliance, if necessary by a marriage alliance, with Romanus’ great 
general Nicephorus Phocas, a middle-aged widower, then at the height of his popularity 
and reputation. Nicephorus, perhaps by prior arrangement with Theophano, was acclaimed 
emperor by his troops at Caesarea on 2 July? and marched on Constantinople. After a 
few days of fighting all resistance was broken, and Nicephorus was crowned by the 
patriarch in Saint Sophia on 16 August He took immediately the rank of senior Augustus, 
and the regency thus came to an end. On 20 September he married Theophano.t 

There were thus five months in 963 for which one might expect a coinage in the names 
of Basil and Constantine, possibly though not necessarily in association with Theophano. 
No such coinage has been satisfactorily identified. None of the solidi of Basil II's later 
reign can well be pushed back to this period. The one which is most distinct from the 
others, the recently discovered coin (below, p. 623, No. 10) with the emperors holding a 
labarum instead of a cross, is a tetarteron, a denomination introduced only by Nicephorus, 
and has an (C XC in the field which links it with solidi of the later years of the reign of 
‘John Zimisces; the imperial busts are in any case quite inappropriate for infants five 
years old or less. Some years ago Dr. Metcalf suggested® that a solidus found in the 
Polish-Bulgarian excavations at Sviséov in Bulgaria, which was described as having on 
the obverse a bust of Christ and on the reverse the busts of Basil and Constantine, might 
possibly belong to 963, since the reverse inscription seemed to read bASILIO[SET] 
COMSTANT’AU[SS’b'] instead of Basil II's customary +bASILCCONSTANTIBR. The 
obverse and reverse of the coin, however, did not seem to match, and inquiry showed 
that a mistake had been made in the illustration, an obverse of Constantine VII and 


In addition to Schlumberger’s monograph on Nicephorus, see the brilliant sketch of Theophano 
by Diehl, Byzantine Porivaits (New York, 1927), 206-31 

* Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II, 348. 

9 Toid., 11. 351. 

* Loc. cit 

S HBN, 7 (1967), 355, citing W. Hensel, “Recherches archéologiques polonaises sur le haut moyen 
age en Bulgarie en 1961," Archacologia Polona, 6 (1964), 190, fig. 7. Dr. Metcalf called attention to 
‘a number of other serious and quite inexcusable errors in the plate. Tam grateful to Prof. R. Kiers- 
nowski for having procured for me a photograph of the coin, which made its identity clear. 
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Romanus, with a bust of Christ, having been inadvertently linked with a reverse of Basil I 
and Constantine. 

In silver there exists a rare miliaresion (below, p. 627, No. 16) which belongs to the 
very beginning of Basil II's reign, before the main type of the years 977-1025 was 
introduced, but neither type nor style gives any clear indication of whether it belongs to 
963 or to the early months of 976. I have catalogued it with the coinage of Basil II's 
effective reign, but it is quite possible that future research may result in its redating to 
963. As for the copper, the coinage after 976 provides us with nothing that could be moved 
back, since it belongs to the period of the Anonymous Folles, but there is one class of 
Basil I and his son Constantine, that showing two facing busts (PI. xxx. 8a), which on 
grounds of type and style could well be moved forward. The type is one to which the 
mid-tenth century was well accustomed, and the careless fabric and irregular edges of 
the coins of this class resemble those of folles of this period and contrast with the more 
careful workmanship of the late ninth century. The evidence of overstrikes, however, 
makes any transfer impossible; Class 1 of Basil I is securely linked with other issues of 
this emperor and with those of Leo VI’s reign. 

There remains an alleged follis in the name of Theophano, having on the obverse a 
bust of the Virgin orans within a border of large globules and on the reverse a bust of 
Theophano holding a scepter, with the inscription @€OF A TOAUM. A specimen in the 
collection of the Marquis de Lagoy was published by F. de Saulcy® and reproduced by 
Sabatier (PI. xvi. 9). Its present whereabouts is unknown, and it is certainly a forgery. 
It would be contrary to precedent for an empress regent to strike coins in her own name 
alone, without reference to her colleagues. The obverse, as Wroth noted (p. 470), is 
identical with that of Class G of the Anonymous Folles, and the general appearance is 
that of an eleventh-century coin. The reverse, which shows no trace of the double striking 
that has seriously affected the obverse, was apparently created by recutting on the part of 
a modern forger. Wroth was inclined to accept it on what he believed to be the authority 
of de Saulcy, which he rated very highly, but he had misunderstood de Sauley’s position. 
This scholar had described it in his Essai’ on the authority of Banduri (whence Eckhel 
and Mionnet), but said bluntly that he believed it to be a forgery, perhaps of the 
sixteenth century. His examination of Lagoy’s specimen only confirmed his doubts, and 
it was as a forgery that he published it in 1842. 





* "Catalogue descriptif de monnaies byzantines inédites,” RN (1842), 414-15, Pl. xix. 4, The 
‘coin subsequently passed into the Penon and Racine collections. 
* Essai de classification des suites monétaires byzantines (Metz, 1836), 238-9. 


NICEPHORUS II Phocas 
15 August 963 - 10 December 969 
Colleagues: Basil II and Constantine VIII 


The reign of Nicephorus II raises no chronological difficulties. It was one of great 
military glory, but the consequent heavy taxation and drain on manpower, a spate of 
legislative activity which bore heavily on the monasteries and on the poor, and Nice- 
phorus’ own frugal and ascetic habits did nothing to enhance his popularity. Theophano 
eventually decided to dispose of him with the aid of John Zimisces, Nicephorus’ nephew 
and the ablest and most attractive of his generals. Their intrigue culminated in her hus- 
band's murder, in the most atrocious and horrifying circumstances, on the night of 
10/11 December 969. 

Nicephorus’ coinage is relatively simple and raises no problems, though where there is 
more than one class we are unable to date the transition from one to the other. Although 
he had undertaken to respect the rights of his stepsons, Constantine appears on none of 
his coins and Basil only on his first issue of solidi, never on the silver or copper. One may 
indeed suspect that the introduction of Class II of the solidus, with the figures of the 
Virgin and Nicephorus, was as much due to a wish to remove Basil's effigy from the coins 
as to one of rendering due honor to his benefactress. 

The coinage in general seems to have been modeled on that of Romanus I. Class II of 
the solidus shows Nicephorus being crowned by the Virgin, just as on Class V of the solidi 
of Constantine VII's reign Romanus I is shown crowned by Christ, and the inscription 
@€OTOKE BOHOE! NICEF’ DECI’ echoes the KVRIE BOHOE! ROMANG) ‘OESPOTH of 
Romanus I. The design of the miliaresion, with the emperor's bust in a medallion at the 
intersection of the arms of the cross, goes back to Romanus I’s coinage of 931-44, though 
the details are more practically arranged: a four-lobed medallion made room for the cross 
on the imperial crown and for Nl CF beside the bust instead of in the field. The folles have 
a general resemblance to those of Romanus I, showing the emperor with a square face 
and heavy beard, but the dress and insignia are different. Class 1 shows Nicephorus 
wearing a costume which is neither loros nor chlamys. There is an outer garment with a 
deep V-shaped opening in front; beneath it is a rich undergarment shown as a pattern 
of squares and pellets, the latter mainly circular but pear-shaped in the corner squares 
at the top, the whole surmounted by a jeweled collar. On the same class the emperor 
holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil instead of the normal cross or patriarchal cross. 
Its significance is unknown, and there are few other cases of its use on Byzantine coins.t 
Only on coins of Class 2 are the imperial costume and insignia more normal in character. 


3 See Introduction, p. 132. 
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The epigraphy of the coins is interesting in a number of respects. The reverse of Class II 
of the solidus is notable as having the first consistently Greek lettering in the Byzantine 
series, instead of the usual mixture of Greek and Latin forms: NIKH+OP’ KAI RACIA’ 
AVI’ R’ P’, as against the NICHFOP’ CE bASIL’ AYSG b R’ of Class I. The letter forms, 
however, are generally bad, especially on the obverse, the tendency to reduce them to 
the fewest number of strokes and pellets, which had already been apparent in the later 
years of Constantine VII’s reign and in that of his son, being now carried to extremes. 
A is often unbarred; X has a form like an N, or like the Hebrew letter alep, being made 
with an Slike transverse stroke and short upright ones at the opposite corners (jU); 
PisT or I+; Sis D; bis a vertical stroke with a slight thickening at the bottom; R tends to 
be either a K or an Nl with a thickened top or with a pellet above it. The result is that the 
opening XPS of the obverse inscription has the appearence of (UTD or iD, while the 
final b(asileus) R(omaion) becomes IK’ instead of b’R’ or b’P’. It was possibly the prolifera- 
tion of corrupt forms that resulted in the adoption of consistently Greek lettering for the 
reverses of Class II, but the obverse inscription was left unchanged and remained as bad 
as before. 

From the monetary point of view, the most important event of Nicephorus’ reign was 
the introduction of the tetarteron, a variety of gold coin slightly lighter than the solidus 
of standard weight but identical with it in outward appearance. Byzantine tradition 
regarded its introduction as a measure of official debasement: Nicephorus’ greed, or at 
least his need for money, gave him the idea of settling government obligations in the lighter 
coin while requiring taxes and other dues to be paid in those of full weight. Other ex- 
planations are possible, for it was not the first time that light-weight solidi had been 
issued. The problem is discussed elsewhere.* The introduction of the tetarteron, however, 
makes necessary a change in the way in which the gold coinage is described in the catalogue. 
Up to now the Latin term solidus has been employed. Henceforward it will be more 
convenient to use the Greek nomisma and to distinguish between its two forms, the 
histamenon, the coin of full weight, and the tefarteron, its lighter counterpart. 


* Introduction, pp. 28-39. 
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NICEPHORUS II ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ NOMISMA 























Size | 
xo. | Metal | pe Bo obverse Rene | Date 
bat sition | 
| | Constantinople 
| NoMISMA 
| Class I 
| Nicephorus II and Basil IT 
(a) Mixed lettering on rev., C€ for “and” 
HISTAMEN' 
| +IhSXPSREXRES TICHFOP‘CEDASIL’ AY, 963-969 
NANTIbM ScbR’ 
| Bust of Christ To L,, bust of 
| Pantocrator (Type | Nicephorus facing, 
| ‘VITIb) facing, bearded, wearing 
bearded, with cross traditional loros and | 
nimbus having crown with cross. To 
pellets in each arm, _r., smaller bust of 
| wearing tunic and Basil II facing, 
himation; r. hand —__beardless, wearing 
in sling of cloak chlamys and crown 
| raised in blessing, 1. with cross. Between 
clasps book to breast | them they hold 
patriarchal cross 
Ad iN 44t fat y | FOR for FOP 
| i Ends bR 
120 |W 439) 21 4 | 
13 |W 429/22 4 CEbAS illegible | 
| pierced | | Ends IR" | 
14. |W 429/21 | 
| pared | | 








1-5 There are usually two pellets in the vertical arm of the cross in Christ's nimbus and three in 
those to left and right. Occasionally there are three in the upper one, or only two in the others. 
These divergences have not been noted, since they seem to depend simply on the space 


available. 
1.1 Peirce 1948 


W.2,R.1911 


1.2 Peirce 1948 
13-4 Whittemore 
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Die Po- Obverse 


Size 
Reverse 


Date 





"21 
2.2 
23 
24 


3 





SN 438 | 21 
AN 437) 21 
AN 437) 21 
AT 4.36 | 20 


A 416 | 20 | 


(b) Greek lettering on rev., KAI for “and” 


HISTAMENON 


| | AVERP, 
Same type 


Bese 


| 
TETARTERON 


Same inscr. and type | Same inser. and type 


Class IT 
‘Nicephorus IT alone 
HISTAMENON 


Same inser. and type | +@€OTOC’b’HO’ 
hICHF d€SP 

To 1., bust of the 
Virgin facing, 
nimbate, wearing 
tunic and maphorion; 
| to 1. and r. of her M 
and 6 To r., bust of 
Nicephorus facing, 
bearded, wearing 
modified loros and 
crown with cross and 
pendilia. They hold 
between them a 
patriarchal cross 








‘Same inscr. and type | NIKH+OP,KAIRACIA’ 





963-969 





24 


22-4 


Peirce 1948 
W.1, R.— 
Whittemore 


Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 


wR 
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| Size ] 
No, | Metal | Die Po. | Obverse Reverse Date 
~ sition 
anes ae faa = is = ss 
+41 [A 4.43 21 | | Begins +-1hS Pellet below M1 963-969 
+42 |W 442/22 4 I below M 
43 |W 441] 21 | Begins +-1hs Ends DEsP’ 
44 |N 441/21 \/ 
45 |N 439/21 4 I below M Ends 0€S 
46 |N 439/20 4 Ends O¢SP’ 
“47 |W 4.38 | 21 | | Ends m’ Ends DES’ 
48 |s 437/22 ,/| Ends h’m Ends ESP” 
49 |N 436/21 7 Pellet below ™ 
| Ends DES 
#410 |M 4.36 | 21 \.| Arms of the crossin | I below M 
pierced nimbus with double 
| lines 
441 jM 436/21 4 
412 |8 4.36] 21 4) Ends Ym | below Mf 
pierced | 
413 |W 4.29/21} Ends DESP” | 
pierced | 
414 |W 4.29 | 22 ,/| Double struck I below 
pierced 
| Same inser. and type | Same inser. and type 
451 |W 416/20 || Ends OES’ 
452 |W 413| 21 4 | Begins +-1hS Ends ‘O€SP" 











4.1 Schindler 1960 from Egger 10. ii. 16 
W.35, R. 1912 

4.2 Peirce 1948 

43-5 Whittemore 

4.6 Friend 1957 

4.7 Peirce 1948 from Prince Philipp Sale 20. ii. 28, lot 656 

48-10 Whittemore 

4.11 Peirce 1948 from Fejer 

412 Whittemore 

4.13 Whittemore 

4.14 Swiss Collection 1956 

5.1 Peirce 1948 
w.— R.— 

5.2-3 Whittemore 


NICEPHORUS Il — CONSTANTINOPLE — NOMISMA, MILIARESION 585, 




















Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
| sition | 
| | 
+53 |W 405 20 || Armsof cross with | Ends O€SP’ | 963-969 
double lines | 
54 |W 4.04/20 4 
| clipped 
| 
MILIARESION 
| seo | Hhs4sxel ST4S 
| +NICHF’ nICA * 
€NX:WAVTO | Cross crosslet on 
CRAT,EVSEb’ | base and globe over 
basiLevs ‘two steps. In its 
ROMANO center four-lobed 
—— medallion with bust 
of Nicephorus 
| wearing modified 
loros and crown with 
cross and pendilia. 
| To 1. of his head 
| Tor, € Triple 
| border of dots, the 
| middle one 
ornamented with 
| eight globules 
6.1 |B 292/24 4] 
62 (RB 290/22 || 
63 R 2.89/ 23 | j 
64 (R281) 23 4 
65 |R 280/24 4 
66 «R  2.80| 24 f 
67 R275) 23 
68 R 268/22 | 
69 |R 265/23 + 














5.4 Peirce 1948 from Raymond ii. 30 
6.1 Schindler 1960 
W. 6-7, R. 1913 
62-7 Whittemore 
6.8 Peirce 1948 from Fejer 
6.9 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii. 30 
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NICEPHORUS II ~ CONSTANTINOPLE — MILIARESION, FOLLIS. 
































Size 
No, | Netel | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
* | sition 
|— 
610 |R 2.60) 23 | for ® 963-969 
611 |R 252/23 \ | 
+612 (R248) 24 4! for € 
FOLLIS | 
Class 1 
+NICIFRb ASILEVRW ++nICHF 
Bust facing, bearded, | ENEEWA 
wearing robe with SILEVSRUW 
V-shaped opening malwn 
and crown with cross 
and pendilia. In r. j 
| hand, cross scepter; 
in L, globus 
surmounted by 
trefoil 
7.1 |B 12.69 | 28 \. | JeRb ASIL[ Bottom line off flan 
thick flan | 
“72 |B 10.71 | 28 \, | | 
7.3 |E 1047 | 28 ,/| RW illegible | | 
74 |B 9.09) 28 \ | 
75 832| 27 || Mlegible. Overstruck | Top line illegible 
| on rev. of Con. VIL 
7.6 7,90 | 27 / | JRW Traces of two 
| earlier strikings 
6.10 Peirce 1948 from Spink viii. 28 
6.11 Whittemore 
612 Peirce 1948 from Platt iii. 26 
7-8 There is nothing to show the order of these two classes. Most specimens are overstruck, 
usually on ones of Class 5 of Constantine VIT. I have seen no case of one class of Nicephorus 
being overstruck on the other. Where the undertype is still identifiable, it may be taken for 
granted that substantial portions of the overtype are illegible. Details in such cases have 
rot been noted. 
7, ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 9-12, R. 1915 
7.2 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30, lot 1915 This coin 
7.3 Schindler 1960 


746 


‘Whittemore 
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Size | 
No. ae Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition 
77 | 7.58 23 4 | Inscr. illegible 963-969 
worn | 
7.8 | 7.27| 23 \, | JICHFRb[ JEVRW) Top line illegible 
7.9 | 628| 26 \.| Injured by having | Trace of obv. type 
turned over in tol 
| | | striking; to 1, 
NIC[ of rev. inser. 
7.10 | 622 | 28 \,| Overstruck on Class 5 
| | of Con, VI 
TAL |B 5.98 24 \,| ICIERT Bottom line illegible 
712 | 5.80 | 29 ,/| Overstruck on Class 5 
| of Con. VII 
713 | 5.63. | 26 \, | Overstruck on Class 5 
| of Con. VII 
+714 |B 539/23 || 1 ASILEVRO 
715 |B 5.24/26 4 | Overstruck +NICIE 
716 | 2.75| 22 4 | Inscr. illegible Bottom line off flan 
thin flan 
cut down | 
Class 2 
Same inscription Same inscription 
Similar bust, but 
| Nicephorus wears 
| modified loros with 
| collar-piece and holds 
| labarum in r. hand, 
gl. cr. inl. 
7.7 Peitce 1948 
7.8 Shaw 1947 
7.9 Schindler 1960 
7.10 Swiss Collection 1956 
711 Whittemore 
7.12 Swiss Collection 1956 
7.13 Whittemore 


TAL16 Swiss Collection 1956 


NICEPHORUS I — CONSTANTINOPLE, CHERSON ~ 2 








*8.1 
8.2 
8.3 
84 


85 
*8.6 
87 
*8.8 


8.9 
8.10 


*9 


84 


82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
8.7 


88 
8.9 
8.10 
9 











| | Size 
Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
sition 
_ = |—.— 
|B 10.41 | 28 y 963-969 


IE 7.74 | 25 ,/| Begins +NCIFR | 
lB 7.52) 25 4 
‘BZ 7.39) 25. | | Inscr. illegible. 


Overstruck on Class 5 


of Con. VIL 
(BB 6.86) 27 | JIFRb AL 
E618 | 25 \.| Overstruck on Class 5 | 
| of Con. VIL 
4,89) 24 | | Overstruck. Inser. | 
illegible 
EB 4.79 | 23. | | Inser. off flan | | 
la 4.41 | 23. | | JCIFRO j 
1B 3.91 | 20 | Inser. off flan | 
clipped | 








Cherson 


le 3.17 | 19 eee Ax 





Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30, lot 1914 This coin 
W.8, R.1914 

Peizce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 

Schindler 1960 

Swiss Collection 1956 

Whittemore 

Swiss Collection 1956 

Whittemore 

This and the next three coins are struck on small, rather thin flans. 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 

Peirce 1948 from Platt 5. vi. 26 

Swiss Collection 1956 

Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 

W. 13, R, 1916 


JOHN I Zimisces 
11 December 969 - 11 January 976 


John Zimisces’ accession can be dated from his proclamation as emperor on the day 
after the murder of his predecessor, though it was not till a week later (19 December) 
that he was crowned in Saint Sophia The patriarch’s consent to the ceremony was given 
only in return for an undertaking to expel Theophano from the palace. The empress- 
regent was banished to Prinkipo, and the titular emperors, Basil and Constantine, were 
ignored by John throughout his reign. The new emperor linked himself to the glamor of 
the Macedonian house by marrying Theodora, a daughter of Constantine VII, who was 
released by the Church from the vows she had been compelled to take by her brother 
Romanus II. His short reign was one of brilliant military success, but it was probably 
the strain of his campaigns that resulted in his sudden death on 10 January 976.8 

The unedifying manner of John’s accession affected neither his reputation for piety 
nor his devotion to the Virgin, both of which are reflected in his coinage. The first resulted 
in the introduction of the new type of follis on which a bust of Christ and a religious 
inscription were substituted for the traditional bust of the emperor and his name and 
titles. The second lay behind the retention of the bust of the Virgin on his solidi. None of 
his coins make any allusion to the existence of his nominal colleagues Basil and Constantine. 

John I's nomisma is like that of Nicephorus II in that it has the facing bust of Christ 
Pantocrator on the obverse and those of the emperor and the Virgin on the other. Since 
the Virgin is shown crowning him, however, the relative position of the two figures on 
the coin has been reversed; he is on the left and she is on the right, so that her right hand 
may touch his crown. There is a Manus Dei blessing him from above. Both full weight 
and lighter coins were struck. 

On what was to become the main type of the reign, John is shown holding a long 
patriarchal cross, but it was preceded by a series of rare and short-lived experimental 
varieties on which other insignia were used. Only after they had failed to give satisfaction 
did the die-sinkers come back to the customary patriarchal cross which the Byzantines 
‘by now expected to see on their solidi. There are two main classes. On coins of Class I 
the inscription is unbroken and the emperor holds a globus; on those of Class II the 
inscription is broken and he holds a cross. Within each class there are several varieties. 


Class I. Inscription unbroken, emperor holds globus. 

(a) Globus surmounted by trefoil, no cross in field. A globus with trefoil was 
unusual but not unprecedented, since Nicephorus II had been shown holding such 
an object on Class 1 of his folles. Its significance is unknown 

1 Leo Diaconus, vi. 1, 4 (Bonn ed., pp. 93, 98). 
* [hid., x. 11 (p. 178) 
* See Introduction, p. 132. 
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(b) Similar, but with large cross in upper field. 

(c) Globus plain, and the shaft of the cross has been prolonged downward to end 
on a base just above it. The four arms of the cross each end in the large globule, 
and a small further cross-arm (without terminal globules) has been added as an 
afterthought to the die, turning a Latin cross into a patriarchal one, 

Class IT. Inscription broken, emperor holds cross. 

(a) Emperor holds plain cross. The globus has disappeared and the shaft of the 
cross (not a patriarchal one) has been prolonged downward, so that it can be held 
by the emperor in the usual way. This variety, unlike the preceding ones, is 
moderately common. 

(b) As last, but the cross is a patriarchal one. This forms the main issue of the 
reign. On what are probably the earlier coins the arms of the cross end in globules; 
later they are plain. Sometimes there is a pellet on the shaft of the cross. This is a 
survival of what was originally the lower terminal pellet of the cross, and its 
presence or absence was not intended to mark off separate groups of coins. 

(c) Same as last, but IC XC in the field of the obverse. This and the next variety 
are very rare. 

(a) Same as last, but 1 X instead of IC XC. 


There are histamena and tetartera of most of these varieties, and it is evident that 
nomismata of the two standards went on being issued throughout the reign. The full 
histamena usually weigh c. 440g. the tetartera between 410g. and 4.20g. Isolated 
nomismata occur of very inferior weight, in the neighborhood of 3.70 g. It has been sug- 
gested that they represent the duo éetarton nomisma of the Book of the Prefect, but this is 
quite uncertain.t The two specimens here are classed as tetartera (Nos. 6a.6-7), with a 
note calling attention to their exceptional character. 

The miliaresion’ resembles that of Nicephorus Phocas, but the medallion with the 
‘emperor's bust is a circle instead of a quatrefoil and is placed centrally instead of rather 
high on the cross. The type is extraordinarily uniform, but there are small varieties of 
ornament. That placed above and below the obverse in inscription is usually ~ + 
but sometimes it is — “ — and occasionally — + —. The ornament at the end of the reverse 
inscription also varies slightly: usually it is, but sometimes there is a larger central 

pellet () or six dots in a circle (23) or a six-pointed star (X). I doubt if these latter 
variations were intentional. The die-sinker usually made the ornament by punching six 
small pits on the die and then joining them up, but sometimes he forgot to do this or 
added a further pit in the center. The distinction between —‘#—, —“* —, and —+— 
seems more clear-cut and had presumably some meaning. The coins weigh normally 
between 2.5 g. and 3. 0 g., but well-preserved specimens rise as high as 3.3 g. Often they 
are badly clipped. Specimens of poor workmanship, notably in the design of the letters, 
are common, and the coin was evidently the subject of imitation, though not to the same 
degree as the miliaresion of Basil II. 


















4 See Introduction, pp. 30, 35. 
© Wroth attributes two types of miliaresion to John Zimisces, but his Type 2, with a bust of the 
Virgin and no imperial name, belongs to Basil I (below, p. 611 and p. 631, No. 19). 


COINAGE OF THE REIGN 591 


John Zimisces’ introduction of the Anonymous Folles is discussed elsewhere (p. 634ff.). 
Scylitzes seems to imply that it was effected in 972,* but his reference to it occurs in the 
context of a general account of the emperor's religious activities, and since there are no 
Constantinopolitan folles bearing John’s name it is more reasonable to date the introdue- 
tion of the new folles from 970. His Cherson coins are of the same general type as his 
predecessor's, with a monogram on either side. 


© Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 413-14, 
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JOHN I ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ HISTAMENON 






































Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
ee sition 
Constantinople | 
NOMISMA | 
HISTAMENON 
Class I 
| Emperor holds globus 
| HIhSXISREXREGNA | +O€OTOC’OHO’I4) | 969-976 
NTInm ‘DESP 
Bust of Christ To L., bust of John 
Pantocrator (Type | facing, bearded, 
VIIIb), bearded, with | wearing modified 
cross nimbus having | loros and crown with 
2 pellets in lower arms, | cross and pendilia, 
1 in upper, wearing holding in 1. hand, 
tunic and himation; | globus. To r., bust 
r. arm raised in of the Virgin facing, 
Dlessing in sling of | nimbate, wearing 
cloak, 1. clasps mantle and 
| | book to breast maphorion, touching | 
| | emperor's crown 
] with her r. hand. 
Above, Manus Dei; 
tor, MO 
(a) Emperor's globus with trefoil, 
no cross in field 
(1a) |W 4.42 | 21 (w. 4) No M@ in field. Ends| 
‘DE’, after which, 
Mie, 
(b) Same, but cross in field 
In upper field center, 
| large cross 
*1b [8 4.41 | 22 ,/ | 1 pellet in each cross- | MO Reads bO’HO’ 
arm for bOHO’ =. 
1-6 The letters are small and their exact forms dificult to make out or reproduce. The $ in 
IhSXIS is more like D, the alpha normally unbarred (A), and N more like II. The MO is 
usually without any mark of abbreviation, 
(1a) Another specimen was in the Foreign Ambassador Sale, lot 643. 
1b Whittemore 


WwW. R— 
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| Size ] 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse 
We | sition 


Date 





(c) Plain globus, cross on base 969-976 


Base of cross 
prolonged downwards 
to end in base above 
globus. Cross with 
small additional bar. 
tte |W 437/22 4 MO Ends Dés, 


ich, 
iter which, 
after which, & 


Class I 
Emperor holds cross 


Same inser. and type | +@€OTOC BOHO'IW 
‘AesP 

Same type, but 
emperor holds cross 


(a) Emperor holds plain cross 























va iw 439/21 | 
22 |N 438/23 4 | MO | 
(b) Emperor holds patriarchal cross 

31 a 4.43. | 22 4 Ends DES 

#32 | 440) 22 4 ic) 

433° | 439 22 || Doublelines to top | Ends OES 
arm of cross 

34 | 439/22 4 

35 |W 438/23 MO Ends Des 

te Friend 1957 —s - 

W.—R— 


The MO placed beside the Virgin and after the inscription, which puzzled Wroth (below, 
note to No. 4a), is unnecessary, as it duplicates that above the Virgin's head. 
24-2 Whittemore 


w.—, R.— 
31-4 Whittemore 
w.—, R. 19178, 


3.5 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
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Size 
No. Metal | pie Po- Obverse Date 
Me sition 
36 |v 4.38 | 22 7) 969-976 
#37 [4 434 | 21 \.| Double lines to cross- | MO | 
arms | 
3.8 N 424/21 | | Ends DES 
clipped | 
39 | 419/22 4) MO Ends DES 
pierced | 
| ‘TETARTERON 
Class I 
| Emperor holds globus 
| Inscr. and type as | Inser. and type as 


Class I of histamenon | Class I of histamenon 


| (a) Emperor’s globus with trefoil, 
no cross in field 


4a |W 4.04] 21. || Double lines to cross- | No M@ in upper 
| arms, no pellets | field. Ends DE’ | 

after which, 
| Same die as 1a 


| (b) Same, but cross in field 


In upper field center, 
large cross 
| MO Ends DesP” 

















4p fa 4.6 | 20 \ 





Peirce 1948 from Spink iii. 29 
Swiss Collection 1956 

Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 from Dorotheum sale 24. iv. 56 

W. 4 (histamenon), R. — oe 

Wroth failed to understand the terminal M@, making it part of the inscription as an un- 
intelligible EO. 

4b Whittemore 

Ww. 
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Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
- + be 
Class I 
| Emperor holds cross 
Inser. and typeas | Inser. and type as | 969-976 
| Class II of histamenon | Class Il of histamenon 
(a) Emperor holds plain cross 
Sa A 3.99/21 4 MO Ends DeEsP’ 
| (b) Emperor holds patriarchal cross, 
| no letters in obv. field 
Gat |A 412] 21 | Double lines to cross- | MO 
| arms = 
a2 | 410| 22 4 ic} 
pierced Reads ROHO’IWOES 
a3 |N 410/22 4 Ends DES 
6a4 |X 4.04] 21 ¥ MO Ends Des 
6a5 | 4.04/21 4 MO Ends Des 
6a.6 | 389/21 ¥ 
6a.7 |N 3.50/20 4 | MO 
(c) Same, but IC XC in obv. field 
*6b AN 408) 21 | MO 
| Reads ROHO'IWDES, 





5a Whittemore 
W.— R.— 

6a.1-2 Whittemore 
W.2-3, R.— 


6a.3-4 Peirce 1948 
62.5 Schindler 196 
6a.6 Whittemore 


0 


‘The abnormally low weight of this coin and the next is noted on p. 33. The coins may re- 
present a distinct denomination, 


6a.7 Friend 1957 
6b Whittemore 
W.—R.— 


JOHN I~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ TETARTERON, MILIARESION 



































T T 
| Size ] 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition | | 
| | 
| (a) Same, but i X in obv. field 969-976 
| | | 
6c N 4414) 21 7) MO | 
Reads ROHO'IW DES, 
| MILIARESION 
| | +IWANNMI, | +hS4SXRI_STYSNI 
| enxwavto | CAR 
CRAT,EVSEb" Cross crosslet with 
| | | bASILEVS terminal pellets on | 
| | ROMAIN’ two steps, having in | 
| | Ornaments above and | center a medallion 
below. Three borders | with facing bust of 
| | of dots, the center | John I, bearded, 
| one ornamented with | wearing loros and 
| | eight globules crown with cross, 
| | flanked tol. and r. 
| | | by dy and 
| Three borders of dots, 
the center one 
| ornamented with 
| eight globules 
| | Above and below inser., — 
"Jat |R 3.20/23 4/ 
Ta2 |R 23 A | | 
7a3 |R 23 4] 
6¢ Whittemore 
W.—R.— 
‘There were other specimens of this variety, irom different dies, in the Prince Philipp of 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha Sale (Hamburger 20. i, 28), lot 659, and in the Foreign Ambassador 
Sale, lot 642, though since the weights are not given it is not possible to say whether they 
were tetartera or histamena. In the catalogue of the Prince Philipp Sale the I X was wrongly 
read as IN. 
Jat Schindler 1960 
W.5, R. 1919 
Ja2 Whittemore 


Tad 


Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 
No. ‘Metal Die Po- Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
+724 | 3.05 | 24 a8 Ends * 969-976 
+ma5 (RB 279| 24 — | XM for XW 2 for S 
a6 |R 2.68) 24 | Ends * 
Ja.7 |R 2.66/23 | WTO for AVEO 
F for L in 4th line. 
| Lower ornament 
obscured by double 
| striking 
78 |R 264/24 | I ford 
a9 | 2.60 | 23 
Talo |R 2.56 | 22 
Tall |B 2.45 | 23 
Tal2 mR 2.44 | 22 
7a13 |R 238 | 22 
7a14 | 2.22| 20 | & for Lin 4th line 
clipped 
7a15 |B 2.21| 24 | 4th line reads 
bazievs 
7a16 |R 2.16] 21 +) Last letters of lines | A for 
2-4 omitted 
Ta17 |R 2.00 22 + A for \ Ends * 
7a18 |R 1.83 | 21 
pierced | 
7a4 Whittemore 
Ta3 Whittemore 
‘The very irregular lettering suggests that this is a contemporary imitation. 
7a.6-7 Whittemore 
7a8 Whittemore 
Very irregular lettering 
7a.9-10 Whittemore 
Tall Peizce 1948 from Andronicus 


Ja.12-13 Whittemore 
Swiss Collection 1956 


Tadd 
Tals 
Ta.16 


Whittemore 


Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
Ta.17-18 Whittemore 
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JOHN I - CONSTANTINOPLE, CHERSON — &, 























] Size 
we] mest [DB] ome ae, ¢ il aee 
[FE | tion” | | 
| | a aaa 
| | | | 
| 969-976 
*7b.1 | 3.32/23 4 
m2 |m 326) 23 7 
*73 |R 278/21 || 
TA |R 277/23 4| | fi for f 
ToS |R 2.64] 23 7) WW for XW Ends Ax 
7.6 |R 194] 21 | TforTinAVtO | 
(c) Above and below inscr., —-+ — 
“To R315 | 23 7 Symbol after NICA 
| obscure 
| | 
| | 
| Cherson | 
| | 
| Monogram of | Monogram of 
| | IWAHHOV AECMOTOV 
| Border of Border of | 
| | dots dots 
"81 (B 3.75/19 4) 
82 |B 3.40/18 5 
83 |B 288/16 4 - i 
7.1 Whittemore 
W.6,R.— 
7b2 Peirce 1948 from Platt ii. 26 
73-4 Whittemore 
7b.5 Peirce 1948 from Spink iii, 29 
7.6 Whittemore 
Poor fabric, perhaps a contemporary imitation 
Te Schindler 1960 
W.—,R.— 
BA ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 38, R.— 
82 Whittemore 
83 Peirce 1948 


BASIL II Bulgaroctonost 
11 January 976 - 15 December 1025, 
Nominally from 22 April 960 
Colleague: Constantine VIII 


John Zimisces left no children, so that on his death there could be no immediate 
‘opposition to the emergence of Basil II and Constantine, the sons of Romanus II, from 
the obscurity in which they had been left during the reigns of Nicephorus II and John I. 
Although they were eighteen and sixteen years old respectively their upbringing had left 
them unfitted to exercise power. Dynastic interests were for a time represented by their 
great-uncle Basil, the paracoemomenus, an illegitimate son of Romanus Lecapenus, but, 
with the example of Nicephorus Phocas and John Zimisces before them, a series of 
ambitious generals kept the Empire in turmoil, assuming in succession the title of emperor 
and managing at one time to withdraw the whole of Asia Minor from obedience to Con- 
stantinople. Not till 989 did the long period of intermittent civil war come to an end with 
the death of Bardas Phocas at the battle of Abydos. By that time Basil II had fully 
matured as a personality and a warrior. He had disposed of his all-powerful great-uncle, 
he had decided to keep his frivolous and pleasure-loving brother Constantine permanently 
from any share in real authority while according him the formal honors that were his due, 
and he was ready to launch out on the career of conquest which was to restore to the 
Empire wide territories which had not formed part of it since the seventh century. When 
he died, nearly forty years later (15 December 1025),?he left behind him a strong and 
unified state that stretched from Armenia to the Adriatic and from the Danube to the 
southern frontiers of Syria. He ranks with Heraclius as one of the ablest emperors in 
Byzantine history, and he was more fortunate than his great predecessor in not outliving 
his achievements. 

Basil’s half century of power saw many changes in the coinage? 

coup comace. The tetarteron became a separate denomination in its own right, the 
module and the details of the type being differentiated from those of the histamenon. 
This denomination, which started the reign as a relatively small, thick coin still classical 


2 There is an excellent account of Basil's reign in Ostrogorsky, but the old monograph of G. Schlum- 
berger, L'Epopée byzantine dla fin du dixidme sidcle. 2e partie. Basile IT (Paris, 1900), retains much 
of its value. 

# Cedrenus, Bonn ed., IT. 479-80. 

+ What follows is largely based on my paper, ‘The Gold and Silver Coinage of Basil II,” MN, 13, 
(1967), 167-87, of which I have sometimes retained the original wording. Little fresh material has 
come to light since it was written. 
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inits module, ended it as a much broader and thinner one essentially mediaeval in character. 
To some extent the change can be regarded as a tardy assimilation of the module of the 
gold to that of the silver, the histamena of the later years of the reign having the thin, 
fiat fabric characteristic of the miliaresion since the early eighth century. The resemblance 
is underlined by the adoption of a triple linear border reminiscent of the triple dotted 
border of the silver coins. 

SILVER COINAGE. The first type of the miliaresion had a reverse similar to that of 
Constantine VII, but after a few weeks this was replaced by one having the busts of the 
two emperors in the field. In 989 the emperor's victory at Abydos was commemorated by 
a rare special issue having as obverse type the bust of the Virgin Nikopoios. The size of 
the flan of this coin was increased in a manner comparable to that of the gold, but since 
the coin was already broad and thin the increase, from c.25mm, to c. 27 mm., was 
necessarily slighter. The large module was retained by the subsequent “normal” issue, 
but the coinage was by then affected by the so-called silver famine in the Islamic world 
and in the later years of the reign miliaresia were probably not being struck at all. 

COPPER COINAGE. This continued without change the anonymous type introduced by 
John Zimisces, but at some date it underwent a drastic change, the weight being increased 
from about 5 g. to nearly 20g. Presumably this was accompanied by an increase in its 
valuation in terms of money of account. Bellinger, in his study of the Anonymous Folles, 
suggested that the increase in weight perhaps followed the battle of Abydos and was a 
consequence of the securer position of the emperor after the end of the civil wars. Another 
possibility is that it occurred later and was connected with a drying up of the issue of 
miliaresia. The shortage of silver coins, which normally provide the intermediate stages 
between high-value gold and low-value copper, would have been made good, as in the 
sixth century, by the striking of unusually heavy and valuable coins of copper. 

A notable feature of all these denominations is the proliferation of small differences in 
design, which in the main take the form of variations in the ornaments used in the nimbus 
of Christ on the gold and above and below the lines of inscription on the silver and copper. 
The meaning of these ornaments or privy-marks is unknown. It has been argued that the 
varying proportions of folles with particular groups of ornaments in hoards and site 
finds may indicate the existence of provincial mints, and the great variations in the fabric 
and style of the coins, as can be seen on Plates xLv1mI-L1v, give some support to such an 
idea. Another possibility is that they were chronological in character, the marks being 
changed at regular intervals as an element in mint control, so that although the material 
at our disposal does not yet allow us to arrange the coins in chronological order, a study of 
muling, and of hoard evidence as it becomes available, will eventually allow this to be 
done. Certainly there are some remarkable coincidences between the number of privy- 
marks recorded and the periods of time over which particular classes were probably 
issued. Folles of Class A2 are generally attributed to Basil's reign (forty-nine years), 


4D. M, Metcalf, “Provincial Issues among the Byzantine Bronze Coinage of the 11th Century, 
HN, 15 (1961), 30-2. 

© These discrepancies, however, are exaggerated as a result of Bellinger's numbering of the varieties; 
see below, p. 644. 
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with perhaps those of Constantine VIII (three years) and Romanus III (six years) as well, 
which on the assumption of the marks being changed annually would fit very well with 
the number of marks (between fifty and sixty) recorded for this series. The marks on 
Class II of the miliaresion, which on other grounds can be dated to 977-89, are twelve 
in number if Classes II A and II B followed each other consecutively, nine if they represent 
parallel issues, which once again fits the chronological framework required. The five 
recorded marks for Class [V would bring one on to the mid-990's, when there are other 
reasons for supposing that the minting of miliaresia may have greatly diminished, or 
even have come to an end. Finally, in the gold, twelve marks are recorded for Class II, 
for which 977-89 represents a likely dating, and twelve for Class III, which may have 
ended in 1001. In any case, the possibility of the ornaments forming a system of dating 
is one that deserves investigation. 

Only two mints were certainly in operation during the reign, Constantinople and 
Cherson. The output of the latter was limited to cast copper coins of the usual type, 
having on the obverse an elaborate monogram of BACIAIOV and on the reverse one of 
AELMOTOV (below, No. 21). The coins are fairly common and were presumably struck 
down to 989, when Cherson was conquered by Vladimir of Kiev. The bulk of Basil's 
coinage was of the mint of Constantinople. 

Gorp comace. The gold coins of Basil II, like those of Nicephorus II and John 
Zimisces, consist partly of full-weight histamena and partly of tetartera. Both are basically 
of the same type, the obverse consisting of the facing bust of Christ Pantocrator and the 
reverse the two facing busts of Basil and Constantine holding a long cross between them, 
but within this broad uniformity of type many varieties in detail are found. There are 
differences in the size of the coins, in the size and decoration of the nimbus of Christ, 
in the costume of the emperors, in the form of the cross and the decoration on its shaft, 
in the way in which it is held by Basil, and finally in the presence or absence of a suspended 
crown above the latter's head.* Broadly speaking, coins without a suspended crown are 
earlier than those on which one is present; coins on which Basil wears a normal loros— 
what Wroth calls “‘a robe of lozenge pattern’—are earlier than those with the modified 
loros—Wroth’s “‘robe of square pattern’’; and the order in the form of the cross is (1) 
patriarchal cross, (2) patriarchal cross crosslet, and (3) simple cross. There is, however, 
an early group of coins with modified loros, a carry-over from the previous reign, and 
a late group of tetartera with patriarchal cross. The main features, and the changes they 
underwent, may be summarized as follows: 

Module. The histamenon increased in size during the reign from about 21 mm. to about 
26 mm., the earliest coins being interchangeable with the nomismata of John Zimisces 
and the latest ones with the histamena of Constantine VIII. The tetarteron, on the 
other hand, retained the traditional size of the nomisma, so that by the end of the reign 


‘In my article I referred to this as a Manus Dei, but since only the crown held by the Manus Dei 
is shown it is perhaps better to use the term “‘suspended crown.” The object and its significance are 
clear in, e.g., the portrait of Basil II in his Psalter at Venice (D. Talbot Rice, The Art of Byzantium 
[New York, 1959}, Pl. x1) where the miniature crown over the emperor is held by a half-figure of 
Christ. On fifth-century coins having similar suspended crowns the Manus Dei is also often omitted, 
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the two denominations were completely distinct and could not be confused with one 
another. 

Nimbus. On the earliest issues, as under preceding emperors, the head of Christ is 
almost as large as the nimbus, so that the only ornaments for which there is room in the 
arms of the nimbus cross are one or two small pellets. Quite early in the reign the size 
of the head of Christ was reduced and that of the nimbus enlarged, making possible the 
insertion in the arms of the cross of such ornaments as a cross of five pellets, a rosette of 
seven pellets, a wedge,’ an annulet with a pellet in the center, and so forth. Only in the 
last issue of the reign was the series of ornaments in the cross-arms abandoned; instead 
the nimbns carries a pair of crescents in its upper two quarters. 

‘The lines which mark the arms of the cross are usually straight, but in the last issue 
of nomismata they have serifs at the ends, where they join the outer circle of the nimbus. 
The same feature is found on the main issue of tetartera and forms one of the elements 
by which this can be approximately dated. On some issues a double line is used to mark 
the cross and/or the circumference of the nimbus. The same feature had sometimes occurred 
under John Zimisces. On a unique tetarteron of early date the bust of Christ is flanked 
by IC XC, another link with rare coins of John. 

Costume. Save on the tetartera Basil’s costume is either a modified loros, with square 
pattern, or a normal loros of the traditional type, while Constantine wears a chlamys, 
which on later issues has a decorated tablion. On the coins which the size of nimbus shows 
to be the earliest the modified loros was used, as under John Zimisces, but before the 
narrow nimbus had been abandoned this had been replaced by the traditional form of 
the garment. The latter lasted throughout the period of the patriarchal cross, after which 
the modified loros was reintroduced and lasted for the rest of the reign. The way in which 
the brothers grasp the central cross is not uniform, though Basil’s hand is always above 
that of Constantine. On the earlier and later coins Basil grasps the cross in his right hand, 
so that his right arm has to be held in front of his body; on Class III he grasps it in his 
left hand and one sees only his forearm emerging from the side of his robe. In each case 
Constantine does the reverse of his brother. Evidently no significance can be attached 
to the gesture so far as ceremony and protocol were concerned. 

‘The imperial costume on the tetarteron is more complicated. On the earliest type 
Basil wears a robe of square pattern which resembles, but is not identical with, the 
modified loros—there are fewer squares, and these are furnished with pear-shaped orna~ 
ments instead of circular pellets—while Constantine wears a robe having a V-shaped 
opening over an undergarment with a trefoil ornament. Some later classes conform to 
the pattern of the histamena, but others are original and distinctive in various ways. 
The last class, which is the commonest, shows Constantine once again wearing a robe 
with a V-shaped opening somewhat resembling that of the earliest coins. 

Cross. The crosses are of the types referred to above. The ends of the cross-arms are 
sometimes triangular and sometimes formed by a pellet, depending on which type of 


7 Wroth, p. 484, note 1, describes this as a spear-head, which it certainly resembles, but since the 
other objects used to differentiate these coins are all geometrical, itis probably no more than a wedge. 
Sometimes the point is absent and it is virtually barrel-shaped. 
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punch was preferred by a particular die-sinker in setting about his work. The cross of 
Type D of the tetarteron is a variant of the patriarchal cross crosslet of Class III of the 
histamenon, being a kind of patriarchal cross fowrchée with a pellet at the end of each 
arm. In classifying the objects which sometimes decorate the shaft of the cross one need 
not take account of a small central dot which is frequently though not invariably present, 
since it does no more than mark the point from which the die-sinker worked in executing 
the design. 

‘The list of types is set out in Table 21, which is slightly modified from that in my 
article. The order of the classes of the histamena seems to me assured, but we have as 
yet no idea of the succession of ornaments within each class.® That of the tetartera, where 
we have to deal with types rather than classes, is less certain except at the start and the 
finish; for the intervening “issues,” almost all known in unique examples, only very 
approximate dates can be suggested. In any case, the divergence of histamena and 
tetartera means that these must be discussed separately. 


HISTAMENON 


Class I (No. 1). January 977. Oby. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding simple 
patriarchal cross, Basil wearing modified loros. 

This is the earliest issue of the reign—it is of small module, Christ's nimbus is narrow, 
the emperors have narrow, triangular features of traditional type—and is very rare, so 
that its period of output must have been very brief. Since one specimen in the British 
Museum (No. 7 below) is of tetarteron weight, the coins must belong to the opening weeks 
of 977 and not to Basil and Constantine's first “reign” in 963, to which one would otherwise 
be tempted to assign them. They are modeled on the last coinage of Constantine VII 
but show some more recent features, notably the modified loros worn by Basil and the 
treatment of Christ's beard, which takes the form of a series of lumpy “knots,” as it had 
under Nicephorus II and John, instead of being made with short strokes, as under Con- 
stantine VII and Romanus 11° 

Class II (No. 2). 977-989 (?). Obv. Same bust of Christ. Rev. Similar type, but 
Basil wears the normal loros, the nimbus of Christ is enlarged to allow the insertion of 
ornaments in its cross, other ornaments sometimes appear on the shaft of the patriarchal 
cross, and the module of the coins increases slightly with the passage of time from c. 20 mm. 
toc. 23 mm, 

‘This issue saw a change in the portraiture of the two emperors, more especially in 
that of Basil, whose face broadens out and is shown more definitely bearded, like the 
effigies of Nicephorus II and John. The different habits of work of the die-sinkers can be 
seen in the way in which they set about reproducing details of the design, as for example 
the patriarchal cross. The ends of this are sometimes terminated with pellets, sometimes 


* Mr, Bendall has kindly brought to my attention a mule between Ili (obverse) and Ilj (reverse) 
and informed me of the existence of a small hoard (in trade, 1967) ending with five coins of Basil 
(Ula, Uc, Lia (two, with reverse die-link), and ITli), the relative condition of which bears out at least 
the sequence of classes, 

* See Introduction, pp. 167-8 
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TABLE 21 (A) 
HistaweNa oF Basit IL, Crasses I-IIL 
Without Suspended Crown 
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TABLE 21 (B) 
Histamena oF Basit II, CLasses IV-VI 
With Suspended Crown 
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with triangles, according to the form of punch employed, and there is a tendency for the 
topmost one to become larger and swell into a globule. 

Coins of this class are quite common, and its issue must have extended over a number 
of years, but its chronology can be discussed only in relation to that of Classes III and IV. 
‘The transition from Class II (plain patriarchal cross) to Class III (patriarchal cross 
crosslet) is one without any iconographical significance in itself, but that from Class ITT 
to Class IV, with the introduction of a suspended crown above Basil’s head, is a different 
matter. Such a suspended crown, which had not occurred in Byzantine coinage since the 
fifth century, was in essence a symbol of power and victory,?® and there can be little 
doubt that its introduction was intended to celebrate some great occasion in the reign. 
The most obvious dates are 989, the battle of Abydos, in which Basil triumphed over his 
domestic enemies and which, if Psellus tells us truly, played so important a role in the 
formation of his character, and either 1014, the year of his great victory over the Bulgarians 
at Cimbalongus with its appalling aftermath, or the final conquest and annexation of 
Bulgaria in 1018. But the first of these dates is too early—Classes II and III of the gold 
could scarcely be fitted into the twelve years 977-89—and 1018, or even 1014, though 
supported by the accepted interpretation of the Marciana miniature of Basil already 
alluded to, would be too late, for Classes IV-VI could not be fitted into the years between 
these dates and Basil's death in 1025. A third possibility is 1001, when Basil returned in 
triumph to Constantinople after two years of brilliant successes in Asia Minor. He found 
waiting for him in the capital no less a person than the Patriarch Orestes of Jerusalem, 
sent by the Fatimid caliph with full powers to conclude a treaty which took the form of 
a ten years’ truce that restored peace to Asia Minor and Syria and was no doubt accom- 
panied by the customary festivities and exchange of prisoners on an immense scale.!t 
Tf 1001 be taken as the date when Class III was replaced by Class IV, one would expect 
Classes II and III to divide almost equally the twenty-four years between 977 and that 
date, since they are about equally common and the same number of ornaments is recorded. 
for each. I would therefore assign Class II to 977-89, and assume that the ornaments 
were changed at yearly intervals and correspond to dates. 

Class III (No. 3). 989-1001 (?).Obv. Same bust of Christ. Rev. Similar type, but 

Basil wears a modified loros and the emperors hold a patriarchal cross crosslet with their 
left hands. 

It is difficult to see any good reason for the change of type, unless it was that of allowing 
many of the earlier marks to be reused. The change in the way in which the patriarchal 
cross is held seems to be without significance. The patriarchal cross crosslet is in reality 





19 Cf, the allusions in the poem that accompanies the miniature in Basil's Psalter (above, p. 601 
note 6), translated by I. Sevenko, “The Illuminators of the Menologium of Basil II," DOP, 16 
(1962), 272, Since the figures prostrate beneath the emperor's feet are assumed to be Bulgarians, the 
Psalter is usually dated ¢.1019 (loc. cit., note 91). 

0 Schlumberger, Basile IT, 199-208, though since our main source, the chronicle of Yahya of 
Antioch, is inconveniently reticent, Schlumberger has had to supply the details of the ceremonies, 
from our knowledge of what occurred on other occasions. See B. P. Rozen, Imperator Vasilii Bolga- 
roboitsa (St. Petersburg, 1883), 42-3, for a translation (into Russian) of the relevant passages of the 
chronicle, with discussion in note 282 on pp. 336-8 
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a patriarchal cross with three pellets decorating the end of each arm, but since the general 
effect is that of a cross crosslet, it is convenient to use the Western heraldic term for the 
resulting symbol. As with Class II, the ornaments sometimes take the form of objects on 
the shaft of the cross as well as in the nimbus of Christ. It has already been suggested 
that the class was struck over the years 989-1001, the year 989 coinciding with the issue 
of the large silver coins celebrating Basil's victory at Abydos. 

Class IV (No. 4). 1001-1005 (?). Same type as last, but the crowns of both 
emperors have pendilia with bifid ends, a crown is suspended over Basil’s head, and 
Constantine’s chlamys has a decorated tablion, The ornament in the nimbus cross is 
always * 

Coins of this class are of uniformly large module (c. 25 mm.), and the great novelty 
in their design is the suspended crown, though the addition of pendilia to the crowns 
actually worn by the emperors is worthy of note, as they occur again on Classes V and VI. 
The tablion on Constantine's chlamys is usually decorated with three dots (3), but some- 
times with two (:) or five (+). The issue saw the abandonment of “dating” by frequent 
changes of ornament, but the use of signs before or after the inscriptions—see details 
in the catalogue—may have served the same function. The class is substantially rarer 
than Classes II, II], or VI, and presumably had a short life. I would attribute it con- 
jecturally to the four years after 1001, those of the first phase of the Bulgarian campaign 
and the reconquest of the eastern Balkans, which ended with Basil’s return to the capital 
in 1005. 

Class V (No. 5). 1005 (2). Obv. Same bust of Christ, with :# in nimbus cross. Rev. 
Same type (crowns with pendilia, suspended crown above Basil, tablion on Constantine's 
chlamys), but patriarchal cross having large globule at the end of each arm, 

‘This was probably an experimental type which failed to give satisfaction and was 
discarded in favor of that of Class VI. The features which link it to Class IV are apparent 
from the description above, but the cross is substantially different in design and, since 
the three specimens known to me? are struck with different reverse dies, this cannot be 
written off as a workman's error. Their close relationship, however, is shown by the fact 
that the three coins share a common obverse die. 

Class VI (No. 6). 1005 (?)-1025. Obv. Same bust of Christ, but the arms of the 
nimbus cross have seriffed ends where they join the rim of the nimbus—the arms are too 
narrow to contain ornaments—and there are crescents in the upper quarters. Rev. Same 
type, but the faces are larger and broader and the emperors hold a simple cross. The 
diameter of the coins is c. 25-27 mm., and on each side there is a triple border of dots 
instead of a single one. 

Histamena of this class are extremely common, and their issue forms a landmark in 
the history of Byzantine gold coinage. The broad thin fabric became that of the histamena 
of the next two centuries, and the triple border, as is noted in the Introduction,® gave 








2 These are: (1) the one described below, No. 5; (2) Montagu Sale, lot 1234; and (3) one in a 
private collection in Greece. By an odd chance, the tablion ornaments on each are different, Zon (1), 
yon (2), and 2! on (3) 

» Above, p. 6. 
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rise to the name of scyphati by which they are known in South Italian documents, a term 
misinterpreted by modern numismatists and supposed to refer to the concave shape of 
later eleventh-century coins. The two crescents in the upper quarters of the nimbus were 
popularly supposed to be the sun and the moon, which in early art often accompany 
representations of the Crucifixion, thus giving rise to the name helioselenata by which 
they were sometimes called." This issue saw the abandonment of any system of ‘dating’ 
the only variety, and that quite rare, is one having a pellet on the staff of the cross. Such 
a pellet on the shaft of a cross or labarum recurs on many later eleventh-century coins, 
‘but whether it marks the products of a second officina or coins destined for a special 
purpose, or whether it had some other function, is unknown. 

TETARTERON. The tetartera form two groups. One consists of coins struck with normal 
histamenon dies but lighter than histamena in weight. They occur in a number of varieties 
of Classes I-IV, and so were presumably being produced down to c. 1005. Three specimens 
are listed below, Nos. 7-9, and no doubt many others exist. Some of them may be histamena 
cut down in circulation, but others were probably issued as tetartera by the mint. There 
seem to be no tetartera of Class VI, presumably because by that time an independent 
tetarteron type was already in existence. 

‘The main such type is that catalogued below as F.2, which is fairly common and of 
which complete hoards have been found. The others form a miscellany of varying 
designs, very difficult to date and mostly known in only one or two specimens. One would 
expect them to be grouped around the date at which Type F.2 came into existence, but 
a few must be substantially earlier. It would seem that the mint made several attempts 
during the reign to strike independent types, but only in its second half did it meet with 
success. Further rare types—one can hardly call them classes—may well come to light 
in the future, and the weight pattern, as we have seen in the Introduction,}* is not easy 
to understand. 

Type A. (No. 10). 977. Obv. Bust of Christ between IC and XC. Rev. Two busts 
holding between them a labarum with cross on shaft. 

This is the most remarkable of the types, being the only coin of the reign in which the 
emperors hold a labarum instead of a cross. The costumes of both emperors are unusual, 
as the descriptions in the text make clear. An early date is indicated by the triangular 
faces of the emperors, by the size of the head of Christ in relation to the nimbus, and by 
the IC XC in the obverse field, a carry-over from the same feature on rare tetartera of 
John Zimisces (above, pp.595~6, Nos. 6b, 6c). As with the histamena of Class I, one is bound 
to wonder whether the coin should not be attributed to 963, but the fact of its being a 
tetarteron proves the contrary. Presumably the mint authorities, once the design of 
Class II of the histamena had been approved, hoped to be allowed to make a formal 
distinction between these and the other denomination of nomisma. 

Type B. (No. 11). ¢.980(?). Obv. Bust of Christ with ornamented nimbus. Rev. 
‘Two busts holding a patriarchal cross with a crescent on the shaft. 








4 See Introduction, pp. 57-58. 
% Above, p. 33. 
¥ Above, pp. 33-5. 
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‘This is of the same general type as Class II of the histamenon, but is distinguished by 
the crescent on the shaft of the cross. Such a device was to be occasionally used in the 
eleventh century to distinguish issues of lower value as they came into existence, though 
it normally implies a reduction in fineness, not one in weight. The small size of the coin 
would point to a fairly early date, and c.980 cannot be far wrong. 

Type C. (No. 12). 977-989 (?). Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding a patri- 
archal cross with a large globule at the top. 

This is a further variety of Class II of the histamenon, with one element in the 
patriarchal cross altered so as to indicate that the coin differed from the normal nomisma. 
In one notable respect it started a pattern, for from this time onward all tetartera of 
independent design have two pellets in the nimbus cross. The coin must have been struck 
in the 980's, but it is impossible to give an exact date. 

Type D. (No. 13). 989-1001 (?). Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding patri- 
archal cross crosslet having a pellet on the shaft, Constantine once again wearing elabora- 
tely decorated robes instead of the normal chlamys. 

‘This coin is cited and illustrated from the Ratto catalogue and one can only surmise 
that it was a tetarteron, for its weight is not recorded and I do not know its present 
whereabouts. The patriarchal cross crosslet—the real nature of this, with three pellets 
decorating the ends of the cross-arms, is more evident than usual—dates it to the period 
989-1001 (?). 

Type E. (No. 14). ¢.1000-1005. Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding patri- 
archal cross. 

This is superficially a reversion to an earlier type, but its late affiliations are shown 
by the design of the imperial busts and by the presence of pendilia, a feature otherwise 
occurring only on Classes IV-VI of the histamena and Type F of the tetartera. Those on 
‘Type E differ from the others, however, in having trifid instead of bifid ends. The coin 
can be approximately dated to ¢.1000-1005. 

Type F. (No. 15). ¢.1005-1025. Obv. Bust of Christ, the arms of the cross being 
serified. Rev. Two busts holding a plain patriarchal cross, the crowns furnished with bified 
pendilia, and Constantine wearing an elaborate robe with a characteristic V-shaped 
opening in front. 

There are two varieties of this type, one—very rare—with nothing on the shaft of the 
cross, the other fairly common with an X on the shaft. Like the crescent of Type B, such 
a mark was sometimes to be used in the future to indicate nomismata of inferior quality. 
It is with this issue that the tetarteron can be said to gain a place in the coinage system 
of the Empire, since it was now a separate denomination distinguished in type as well 
as in weight from the histamenon and issued on a large scale. Coins of Type F.2, however, 
are heavier than most of the earlier and later tetartera, and at 4.22 g. they would have 
‘been worth twenty-three carats in relation to the histamena of this period.” 

MGLIARESION. There are four classes of miliaresia, but two of them are very rare and 
form, though for quite different reasons, exceptional issues. The classes, with summary 
descriptions and catalogue references, are as follows: 


» Cf. Introduction, pp. 31-3. 
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Class I (No. 16). 977 (opening weeks). Obv. Inscription of customary type. Rev. 
Patriarchal cross on steps. 

‘This in the main represents a reversion to a traditional type, without a medallion of 
the emperor at the intersection of the arms of the cross, and was something innocuous 
that the mint was able to produce at short notice. At the date of my article of 1967 I knew 
of only a single specimen, that published below (No. 16), but another, from different 
dies, has since been kindly brought to my attention by a Greek collector. 

Class II (No. 17). 977-89. Obv. Elaborate cross crosslet between two busts.!* 
Rev. Inscription in field. 

This represents the mint’s solution to the problem of how to depict two co-emperors 
on the coin, and forms the commonest type of the reign. There are two separate groups, 
distinguished by the spelling of the epithet moto! applied to the emperors, Class II A 
having it as TISTOI and Class II B as THSTV. There are small variations in the letter 
forms (T, T), and the first class usually reads CCST in the inscription, the second one 
SCWNST. The inscription has a variety of ornaments above and below, three being 
common to both series and four peculiar to Class II A, two to Class II B. Specimens of 
Class TI A, as they are known to us today, are found to have been nearly always clipped, 
this having been done very drastically but at the same time quite neatly, so that the 
coins remain roughly circular in form and were evidently still expected to remain in use 
as money. Coins of Class II B, on the other hand, are usually unclipped. 

How this phenomenon can best be interpreted is not clear. The two spellings could 
be an indication that two different mints were at work, but the two varieties seem to be 
equally common and Hendy has pointed out the unlikelihood of a supposed second mint 
having an output at all comparable with that of Constantinople. They may be the products 
of separate officinae at a single mint, that of Constantinople, as Hendy has argued, his 
view being that the clipping was done before the coins were put into circulation. There 
would thus have been in existence a light miliaresion comparable to the light nomisma 
or tetarteron. Or they may be consecutive issues from the same mint, as I argued in 1967, 
the clipping having taken place in circulation and being due to some kind of economic 
pressure which had eased off by the time that Class B was issued. 

There is not at present enough evidence to decide the matter one way or the other. 
In favor of Hendy’s view is the neatness and regularity of the clipping, which one would 
not expect if it had been done after the coins had left the mint, and the fact of a number 
of ornaments being common to both series, as if these were being issued simultaneously. 
‘There is also the unlikelihood of the easing of a supposed economic pressure coinciding 
with a change in orthography, which would be something quite internal to the mint. On. 
the other hand, the coincidence is not exact, for some coins of Class IT A escaped clipping, 
and clipped ones of Class II B do exist; this should not have been the case if one officina 





Since the busts are in the field, and not part of the cross, I have treated this as the obverse. 
‘This may not be technically correct, but at this period the difference was not a matter of importance. 

An essential article is I. V.Sokolova’s account of the 117 miliaresia in the Vella hoard, 
‘zantiiskie moneti kladi Vella,” Trudi Gosudarstvennogo Ermitazha, 4 (Leningrad, 1961), 10-17. 
% Besides Miss Sokolova’s account of the Vella hoard and my article, cf. also M. F. Hendy, ““Light- 
weight Solidi, Tetartera, and the Book of the Prefect,” BZ, 64 (1972), 57-80. 
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were systematically clipping its coins and the other not. Nor would one expect such a 
differentiation into separate officinae, or indeed the issue of light-weight miliaresia, to be 
limited to a single class of coin, and there seems to be no trace of either phenomenon in 
Class IV. Further, if the ornaments mark yearly issues, as I believe was the case for the 
folles, the seven known “ornaments” of Class II A could be added to the five of Class II B 
to bridge the twelve years between 977 and 989. Unfortunately the only well-described 
hoard of the period, that of Vella, is from Estonia, and “foreign” hoards throw a very 
uncertain light on domestic circulation. In any event, the issue of Class II was apparently 
ended by the introduction of Class III in 989, which changed the module of the miliaresia 
of the reign. 

Class IIT (No. 19). 989. Obv. Bust of the Virgin, with inscription recognizing her 
aid to “the emperors.” Rev. Inscription in field. 

‘These beautiful and remarkable coins have customarily been ascribed to John Zimisces, 
but this was no more than a conjecture of F. de Saulcy unwisely followed by subsequent 
scholars. Neither their fabric nor their module fits his reign, and the reference to BaoiAeis 
in the plural shows that they are better given to Basil II and Constantine VIII. Further, 
since their inscription is an expression of confidence in the efficacy of the Virgin's aid, 
and the icon represented on the coin was credited with playing a miraculous role at the 
battle of Abydos, in which Bardas Phocas died and Basil's hold on the throne was assured, 
the coins can be dated with confidence to 989.2 They are very rare, and evidently formed 
a very brief commemorative issue. 

Class IV (No. 20). 989-1025. As Class II B (with TISTV), but of larger module, 
and instead of a variety of ornaments above and below the inscription, where there is 
always — © —, one finds varying ornaments on the base of the cross which were evidently 
intended to fulfill the same purpose. 

‘These coins, unlike those of Class II, are somewhat rare. Five different ornaments are 
known, and more may yet be discovered. The class represents the final issue of Basil’s 
reign, but it is impossible to say how late it in fact continued to be struck. The rarity of 
Byzantine silver in the eleventh century shows that the Empire was strongly affected by 
the so-called “silver famine” of the Muslim world, and it seems to me doubtful that the 
issue continued much beyond 995 or 1000. It was this drying up of Byzantine minting 
that led to the extensive imitation of miliaresia in southern Russia, the products being 
4 Since all known “‘ornaments’’ are represented in the Vella hoard, one may assume that the 
Byzantine coins in it were put together at the end of the period of issue of Class TT and not later, since 
neither Class III nor LV is represented. Although one cannot press the point, since Byzantine relations 
with Russia were close and there was no ban on the export of silver coin, it is perhaps no coincidence 
that it was in the summer of 989 that Cherson was occupied by Viadimir of Kiev. Much plunder must 
in consequence have been disseminated through the country. 

® See my article, “A Misattributed Miliaresion of Basil II,” Mélanges G. Ostrogorsky, I (= Recueil 
des travaux de l'Institut d'études byzantines, 8 (Belgrade, 1963]), 111-16. 

® R. P. Blake, “The Circulation of Silver in the Moslem East down to the Mongol Epoch," Harvard 
Journal of Asiatic Studies, 2 (1937), 295-310. He attributes it to the occupation of the Zarafshan 
mines in Central Asia by the Turks in ¢.975 and by Mahmud of Ghazna’s southern conquests in the 


early eleventh century. He also wrongly supposes that it left the Byzantine Empire unaffected. See 
further above, p. 42. 
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crude pieces of silver or—more commonly—copper on which one can often detect little 
more than the two imperial busts on either side of the cross and a five-line inscription in 
which the letters are reduced to squares or circles. Their prototypes, however, were 
unmistakably the miliaresia of Class II, which likewise formed the type of Byzantine 
silver coin best known in the Baltic region and Scandinavia. 


# See K. V, Golenko, ‘“Podrazheniya vizantiiskim monetam X-XI vy., naidennie na Tamanskom 
poluostrove,” VV2, 7 (1953), 269-75, and “Die Tamaner Gruppe der Nachahmungen byzantinischer 
Miliarensia,”’ in Dona Nummismatica Walter Havernick zum 23. Januar 1965 daygebracht, ed. P. Berghaus 
and G. Hatz (Hamburg, 1965), 87-94, where further literature is cited, There are two such coins in 
‘the Whittemore Collection, of base silver and of copper, weighing 0.94 g. and 1.364. respectively. 
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No. 


*(1) 


16 


(1) 














] Size ] 
| Metal Die Po- ‘Obverse Reverse Date 
| We | ‘sition | 
| 
| | 
| Constantinople 
| Noms 
| i HISTAMENON 
Class 
| Emperors hold patriarchal cross; 
| | Basil wears modified loros 
| IhSXISREXRESNA | +DASIL'C’CONSTAN | 977 
ntinm Trb'R’ 
Bust of Christ | Two busts facing, 
| Pantocrator (Type | Basil to 1., bearded, 
| VITIb) facing, wearing modified 
| bearded, with cross | loros and crown with 
| nimbus having one cross, Constantine to 
| pellet in each arm, _ r., beardless, wearing 
wearing tunic and | chlamys and crown 
| | himation; r. hand | with cross, holding 
| | raised in blessing in | between them by r. 
sling of himation, 1. | hands a patriarchal 
| | | clasps book to breast | cross 
\a 23 | (Montagu 1235) 
| | | Class I 
| Emperors hold patriarchal cross; 
| Basil wears normal loros 
| | Same inser, | +bASILCCONStANT | 97- 
| Similar type, with | IbR 989(?) 
variations in nimbus | Similar type, but 
Basil wears normal 
| loros 


Further varieties in Classes I-VI will no doubt come to light, and any enumeration can be 
no more than temporary. I have therefore thought it best to retain the numbering of my 
article of 1967, and insert subsequent discoveries by doubling the letters (Ice, etc.), since 
a new and necessarily temporary system of references would only create confusion, 

Tt is not certain that this class includes histamena; see above, p. 603. The coin illustrated 


on Pl. xtur (= Montagu 1235) shows the style. 
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Size ] 








] 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
We | sition \ i 
(a) Pellet in each arm of cross 977- 
* : | 989(2) 
2a N 443 | 23 ,/) Jfor S, ends Irm | J for S, ends R’ 


(b) Two pellets in each arm of cross 


"2 |W 4.38 | 23. | | Begins -+HhSALREX | 
(6) Pellet in upper arm of cross | 
"20 | 4.35/23 | 

i 


(cc) Two pellets in upper arm of cross, | 
nothing in lateral arms 


(2c) | at (In trade, 1968) | 


(@) Bar in each arm of cross 


(2a) |v 2 (Glendining 7. iii. 57, 
lot 644) | 





| (c) Three pellets on circumference 


| of nimbus | 


*2e | 4,39 22 || Letters small and 
badly formed 








2a Whittemore 
W.—, R. 1937 

2b Whittemore 
W.—.R— 


For a tetarteron of this class, see below, No. 8b. 
2c = Shaw 1947 
w.—,R.— 
The two lateral arms of the cross were hollowed out on the die, perhaps to erase pellets, 
which gives a raised effect to them on the coin. 
(24) Communicated by Mr. Bendall 
20 ON. Kapamadji 6. ii. 68 
W.3,R.— 
This variety is commoner than most of the others. 
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Size ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we sition | 
| 
| (t) Three pellets on circumference om1- 
| of nimbus, pellet on shaft of 989(?) 
| | patriarchal cross, 
2 A’ 4.34) 21 7 | FINSIISREIRETNAN | 
| Tm | 
| 
(g) Wedge in each arm of cross, & on 
i shait of patriarchal cross 
*2g.1 N  441 | 22 7) HhONIDREMRE JM | Same die as 8g 
| Same die as 8g | 
"22 A 4.39/23, | HIRSNISRENREGNA | A for A 
| NTnIM. 
2g3 438/22 
| 
| (h) Arms of cross H, # on shaft of 
| patriarchal cross 
"2h A’ 4.38] 21 7 | Letter forms | 
| indistinct; ends 
Tm | 
| (i) Arms of cross %, # on shaft of 
patriarchal cross 
“ti W431 | 22 4| EndsGNANTIYM | 
2 Whittemore 
W.—,R.— 
2g.1-3. Whittemore 
W. 1 (tetarteron), R. — 
A very common class. For a tetarteron belonging to it, see below, No. 8g. 
2h Whittemore 
WR 
21 Whittemore 
WR 


The design on the cross has been altered on the die from that of Class Ih, the outer pellets 
being incorporated in the circumference of the circle. Since there also exists a mule between 
an obverse of Classes 11h and Ili (with t) and a reverse of Class I1j (above, p. 603 note 8), 
it would seem that ‘Class Ii” is not really a distinct group, but only a transitional coin 
produced with the help of a recut die. Since this die retains the double lines of the cross-arms 
of Class ITh, however, it has to be distinguished from those of Class 11j, 
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Taper | Sie 
No. | Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| owe sition 
| (j) @ in each arm of cross, ~ on 977- 
| shaft of patriarchal cross 989(2) 
| 
42).1 N 445 23 {| Ends TIYM JforS 
425.2 N 436/25 || Ends THM J for S 
423.3 AN 4.36 | 22) || Ends TIM Ends TI’bR Bar on | 
| shaft erased 
| | | (i) Nothing in arms of cross, + on shaft 
of patriarchal cross 
*2k) | 440) 22 4 | (Ratto 26. i. 55, | 
lot 1314) | 
j Class III | 
| | 
Emperors hold patriarchal cross crosslet 
FINSXISREXRESNAN | +bASILCCONSTANT | 989(?)~ 
Tih | IbR | 1001 
| Same type, with Similar type, but 
variations in nimbus | Basil wears modified 
loros and the | 
emperors hold a 
patriarchal cross 
crosslet with their 1. 
| hands | 
| | | {a)* + in each arm of cross 
+(3a) ly 4.41 | 22 | (w.7) _ _ 
2A Peirce 1948 
W. 2 (tetarteron), R. 1939 
2.2 Whittemore 
35.3 Friend 1957 
(2k) Another specimen in a private collection in Athens 
3 Thave interpolated two varieties, (bb) and (ff), instead of adding them at the end after (), 
0 as to keep together all those with no ornament on the shaft of the patriarchal cross crosslet. 
(3a) The coin illustrated is from Hirsch Sale 31, 28. v. 62, lot 710, since it is in better condition 


than the British Museum specimen. 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
wt: sition 
_ | aeons —_ = 
| (b) -. in each arm of cross 989(2)- 
2 
“Sb.1 A 442 24 | Afor A, ends bam — | 1001(?) 
"3b.2 |N 439/24 | A for A, ends bRM | 
3b.3 |N 4.39 24 | 
“3b4 |W 4.35 | 25 \.| bin upper armof | A for A, ends bRM 
pierced cross, bungled design 
| in Lone | 
(bb) Same, but pellet in each quarter 
| | of cross 
*(@bb) |W | 21 | (Rashleigh Sale I, 
| lot 261) 
| 
| (c) + in each arm of cross 
"Be) | 22 (Bourgey sale 
| | 1. xii. 66, lot 62) 
(a) & in each arm of cross, nimbus 
| | | with double circle 
“3d. (AN 4.39/24 || Gfor¢ 
"Sd2 |W 435) 22 4] Gtors 
| (e) Z in each arm of cross, nimbus 
| with double circle 
"Ze |W 4.43 | 24 y 
3b.1 Peirce 1948 from Spink ii, 29 
W.9, R.— 
32-3. Whittemore 
3b.4 Swiss Collection 1956 
The ornaments in the cross form a kind of compromise between (b) and (c), as if the die- 
sinker had inadvertently started with one and ended with the other. The ornaments + in 
the upper arm and + in the r. arm are clear, while the left-hand one seems to have started 
as‘ and then had the central pellets run together to form a vertical line. There is also the 
accidental insertion of a pellet, not produced by double striking, in the left-hand arm. 
3d Peirce 1948 from Baldwin iii. 24 
W.—,R.— 
34.2 Schindler 
3e Peirce 1948 from Platt 1926 
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| Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition 





in each arm of cross 989(2)— 
1001(?) 





| 
sae. lar 4.39] 25 4 | 
382 | 4.04) 24 4 | 








worn and 
plugged | 
} (ff) 2 in each arm of cross 
Gt lar 23 (Vinchon sale | 


26. x. 64, lot 77) | 


| {g)* in each arm of cross, 
{ v on shaft of patriarchal cross 


#3g1 [a 434/23 4 | 
+] 


43g.2 |W 4.32 | 24 XRS for XIS v very faint. 
| | Ends bR’ 


| (h) Nothing in arms of cross, | 
O 

| | nimbus with double rim, 

| globule on shaft of cross 


"3h |4’ 4.36 | 23. || NforX,endsTIEM | 


pierced | 
(i) Same, but arms with double lines 
vai [A -4.29 | 23 | Letter forms on 1. Ends AN.TIbR 
pierced obscured by double 











| striking 





361 Whittemore 
WwW. R.— 
32 Peirce 1948 from Platt i. 24 
‘This might be a tetarteron, but since it is worn and plugged one cannot be sure. The flan is 


very thin 
3g.1-2 Whittemore 

w.—, R.— 
3h Whittemore 


W.—, R. 1942 
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Size ] 
No, | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| sition 











(j)* + in arms of cross, 989(?)— 
nimbus with double rim, 1001(?) 
| globule on shaft of cross 


*@) a 4.39 | 23 (W. 8) 


Class IV 


Emperors hold patriarchal cross crosslet, 
suspended crown over Basil’s head. 


Same inser. and type, | Same inscr. and type, | 1001(?)- 
in each arm of but the crowns of |_| 1005(?) 
cross both emperors have 
pendilia with bifid 
ends and there is a 
suspended crown 
over Basil’s head. 
Constantine's 








chlamys has tablion 
decorated with # 


(a) Nothing before 
*4a1 | 4.36 | 26 ,/| Ends Ikm 

















| plugged tablion 
40.2 \M 4.30 | 25 ,/| Gfor§ 3 instead of fon 

| tablion 

(b) before and after rev. inser. 
*4b1 (M443 | 24 4) F for Same die as 4b.2 
4b.2 |N 4.39] 26 4 | fors Same die as 4b.1 








4a. Whittemore 
R. 1941 
4a2 Peirce 1948 from Kellad iii. 30 
‘The letters of the obverse inscription are made entirely by using small triangular punches. 
One edge of the flan is slightly cupped. 
4b.1-3 Whittemore 
WOR 
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= = — 
| 
| | | | i 
*4b.3 |A’ 4.35 | 24 || Shapeless letters | | 1001(?)- 
| | made by triangular | 1005(?) 
punches 


| (c) Pellet before and after obv. inser. 


4c N 437 25 || Shapeless letters 
| made by triangular | 
punches | 


| (a) Pellet before and after obv. inscr., 
| cross after rev. inscr. 


‘dd |W 4.37 | 24 | 





Class V 


Emperors hold patriarchal cross 
with terminal pellets; suspended crown 
over Basil’s head. 


Same inser. and type, | Same inser. and type, | 1005(?) 














in each arm of | but different form of 
| cross. cross 

5 A 4.41] 25 4 | 
4c 
4d Whittemore 

W.— R.— 
5 Whittemore 

W.—R.— 
6 The letters on this class are so small, especially on the obverse, that their precise form can 


often not be determined. There is a contemporary forgery in silver (7), with traces of gilding, 
‘amongst the Peirce coins (3.76.,, but pierced), and one in lead, much decayed, in the 
Whittemore Collection. 
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| Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we. 


| sition 
| 





i Class VI 


Emperors hold simple cross, 
| | crescent in each upper quarter of nimbus 





| | Same inser. Same inser. | 1005- 
Same type, but arms | Same type, with | 1025 
of cross have serified | suspended cross, but 
ends, erescent in emperors hold plain 

| | each upper quarter | cross. Triple border 
of nimbus. Triple of dots 
border of dots: 


| (a) Nothing on shaft of cross 





‘oul | 4.43 | 26 | | 
pierced 
6a.2 |N 4.43) 27 | | 
6a3 |N 442/25 4 | 
6a4 | 441/26 4 
pierced | 
aS |W 441 | 26 7 
6a6 |X 441] 24 4 | 
60.7 |N 440) 25 || 
“a8 |N 439| 27 | 
69 |X 439/27 / 
pierced 
6at0 |N 4.39) 27 7 | 
6atl |X 4.23) 27 7) 


pierced 


| (b) Globule on shaft of cross | 


sot [a 4.40/24 
|_ Plugged 

6a.1 Whittemore 
W. 12-13, R. 1944-5 

6a.2 Peirce 1948 from St, Louis Coin Co. vi. 28 

a3 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

Ga4-11 Whittemore 

6.1 Whittemore 
W.—,R— 
‘This Variety is extremely rare, in contrast to 6a. 
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¥*6b.2 








| Size 
Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| We | sition 
= | = | = f 
| | 
| | | } | 
439 | 244 | | 1005(2)~ 
| | 1025 
TETARTERON 


*8b 


*8g 


6.2 
8-15 


8b 


clipped | Same die as 2g.1 





| Class I of Histamenon Nomisma 


| Inser. and type as No. 1 above \ 977 
| (emperors holding patriarchal cross, | 
Basil wearing modified loros) 





4.06 | 19 | (W.4) 


Class IT of Histamenon Nomisma 


| Inscr. and type as No. 2 above 977(2)- 
(emperors holding patriarchal cross, 989(2) 
Basil wearing normal loros) 


| (b) Two pellets in each arm of cross 
N 397 | 23° | -HROXIREXREPNAN | +bASIL'CCONSTANT 


Tihm vr’ 
| Double struck 


| 
| | (g) Wedge in each arm of cross, 
| 4 on shaft of patriarchal cross 





N 3.64) 20 | Begins +1hdNIS | Same die as 2g.1 


Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
‘The class numbering of the histamena has been retained for the tetartera which correspond 
to the types of these. Classes A-E are experimental types rather than classes; the only 
tetartera struck in quantity are those of Class F (Il). The order in the catalogue is approxi- 
mately chronological, but no firm dates can be suggested. 

Whittemore 

W.— R= 

Whittemore 

W.1, RR. 

Although this has been clipped, it can never have been the weight of a full nomisma, 
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| Size | 
Die Po- | 
sition | | 





Obverse Reverse Date 





(j) © in each arm of cross, — on shaft 
of patriarchal cross 


(w. 2) | 


977(2)- 
989(?) 

(8) 4.06 | 22 
Class IV of Histamenon Nomisma 


Inscr. and type as No. 4 above 
(emperors hold patriarchal cross crosslet, 
suspended crown above Basil's head) 


(¢) Cross after rev. inser. 


"0 |W 4.03 | 24 


Type A 
Emperors hold labarum 


*10 





HhSXISREXRESNAN 

| Thm 

| Bust of Christ 

| Pantocrator (Type 
VIIIb) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
nimbus having one 
pellet in each arm, 
wearing tunic and 

| himation; r. hand 
raised in blessing in 

| sling of himation, 1. 

| clasps book to breast. 

| IC and xc 

iN 4.06) 21 4 | 











+bASIL-C-CONSTAN 
TID'R 

Two busts facing, 
Basil to L., bearded, 
Constantine tor., | 
beardless, each j 
wearing robes of || 
elaborate pattern 

and crown with cross. | 
‘They hold by their r. | 


97 





| hands a labarum 


with cross on shaft 





9e 


10 


‘Whittemore 
W.—,R— 


‘The cross after the rev. inscription is very faint, but is certainly there. I know of no 
corresponding histamenon, though presumably one exists, 
10-15 For Types A-F, which are proper to the tetartera, I have not thought it necessary to adhere 


to the numbering of my article of 1967. 


‘Miinzen und Medaillen A. G. Basel, Sale XXXV, 16. vi. 67, lot 238 


W.—R— 
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Size 
Die Po- 
sition 


Metal 
We. 


Obverse 


Reverse Date 





iL 


N 413/19 4 











Type B 


Emperors hold patriarchal cross 


with crescent on shaft 


Same inscription 
Same type, but 
nimbus cross has a 
bar in each lateral 
arm, a pellet in the 
upper one 


M for M 


+bASILCCONSTAN | 980 
TIbRe | 

Two busts facing, | 

Basil to L, bearded, | 
wearing loros and 

crown with cross, 
Constantine to r., 

beardless, wearing 

chlamys and crown | 

with cross, holding 
by their r. hands a 
patriarchal cross 
with crescent on 
shaft 


Type C | 


Emperors hold patriarchal cross | 
surmounted by globule 


‘Same inscription 
Same type, but 
nimbus cross has 

2 pellets in each arm 





Same inscription | 977- 
Same type, but 989(?) 
patriarchal cross | 
(without crescent) is 
surmounted by large | 
globule | 





1" 


Basil's robe resembles a modified loros, with a pattern of squares, but these are larger than 
usual and the two upper ones have in them pear-shaped objects instead of pellets. Con- 
stantine’s robe is shown as an inverted triangle, each side bordered by a row of pellets, with 
a trefoil inside. It is presumably intended as the same as that on Type F below. For a 
discussion of the type and date see above, p. 608, 


Malter 7. vii. 67 
WR 
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: Metal verse 
No. We. Obverse ‘Re Date 
*(12) |X 3.91 | 21 (Private coll. in 977- 
Athens) 989(2) 
| Type D 
Emperors hold patriarchal cross erosslet 
| | Same inscription ‘Same inscription 989(2)— 
Same type, but Similar type, but 1001(?) 
nimbus with double | Basil wears chlamys 
rim and Constantine an 
| ornamented robe. 
Basil holds with 1. 
hand and Con- 
| stantine with r. a 
patriarchal cross 
crosslet having a 
large globule on shaft 
+13) a 20 (R. 1943) 
| Type E 
| Emperors hold patriarchal cross, 
| | Constantine wears chlamys 
| Same inscription Same inscription .1001— 
Same type, but Similar type, but_—_| ¢.1005 
| nimbus with single Basil wears loros and 
| rim Constantine chlamys, 
their crowns have 
| | pendilia with trefoil 
| | | ends, and the 
| patriarchal cross is 
| _t normal 
(12) Another specimen in Hess sale 25. iii. 29, lot 1044 
(13) The nimbus with double rim is like that of Class I1Th and ITH of the histamenon, but it 


is not there associated with two pellets in the cross. The patriarchal cross crosslet of the 
reverse type is basically that of Class III, though the arrangement of the pellets at the end 
of the arms makes these resemble trefoils rather than crosslets. Basil wears a chlamys fastened 
by a fibula in front instead of at the right shoulder. Constantine's robe has a narrow square- 
and-pellet pattern down the center and one of wavy lines and pellets down each side. 
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1 Size 
No, | Metal Die Po- Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
we sition | 
| ~ Re | 
14 [a 4.24/20 4 ¢.1000- 
6.1005 
| | Type F 
| | Emperors hold patriarchal cross, 
Constantine wears ornamented robe 
Same inscription Same inscription 1005— 
Same type, but cross | Similar type, but 1025 
has serifs where it | Constantine has | 
joins the edge of the | ornamented robe; 
nimbus crowns with trefoil | 
pendilia | 
| | (i) Nothing on shaft of cross 
(15a) | 4.08 | 20 4 | (Miinzen und 
Medaillen A. G. 
Basel, Sale XXV, 
17. xi. 62, lot 716) 
| (ii) X on shaft of cross | 
sb |Y 4.24) 21 | Ends b’R | 
with ring 
*15b.2 | 4.22) 19 /| dforS 
*15b3 [4 4.20] 21 4 | | 
*15b.4 |N 4.18/21 4) dforS 
14 Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler viii. 27 
WR 
15 The V-shaped pattern at the neck of Constantine's robe on this class is quite characteristic. 
Presumably it is the same as that shown on Type A, but its smaller size has led to the replace- 
ment of the trefoil ornament within the V by a pellet. A similar robe is worn by Nicephorus IIL 
in a famous miniature at Paris (D. Talbot Rice, The Art of Byzantium [New York, 1959], 
PI, 163). 
15b.1-2 Whittemore 
W. 5-6, R. 1940 
15b.3 Schindler 1960 
15b.4 Whittemore 


BASIL Il — CONSTANTINOPLE ~ MILIARESION 627 




















] Size | ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse | Date 
* | sition | 
| 
| | | 
| MILIARESION 
| Class 1 
Patriarchal cross crosslet 
HhS4SXRI_STYSNICA) 977 
| | +DASIL’ Patriarchal cross 
| | cconstan crosslet on five steps. 
| TIORFVROG’ Three borders of 
| | MIST VMAS’ dots, the middle one 
| RWMAIW ornamented with 
eight globules 
| Three borders of 
dots, the center one | 
| ornamented with | 
eight globules 
“16 IR 2.17 | 25 \ | | + and XRI illegible | 
pierced 
and | 
broken | | 








16-20 The numbering of these classes follows that of my article alluded to above, p. $99 note 3, 
16 Swiss Collection 
Ww. Rk 
‘There is a second specimen of this rare coin, in better condition than ours and weighing 
2.37 g., in a private collection in Athens. 
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| Size ] 
| ote 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
We | ‘sition | | 





| | Class IT A 


Patriarchal cross crosslet between | 
| two busts; MISTOI in inser. 


| ENTOVTWNICAT’ | +bASILY 977-989 
i | | basieiccummsz’ | ccuwnstAnY 
| Cross crosslet, with TIORFVROS) 
X at intersection, on | FISTOIbAS’ 
| base, globus, and | ROSMAN’ 


four steps. In field 1, | with ornament above 
facing bust of Basil, | and beneath. Triple 

| bearded, wearing linear border 

| Joros and crown with 

| cross and pendilia. In | 

field r., facing bust 

of Constantine, 

beardless, wearing 

chlamys and crown 

with cross and 

pendilia. Triple 

| linear border 








— above and beneath inser. | 


17.1 |R 2.98 | 23 7 Abbrev. marks to r. 














| | clipped away 
‘172 |R 2.79/23 +) 
pierced | | 
*17a3 |R_ 2.62| 21 | =. 
17 Coins of Class IT A are almost always found clipped. This is true of all those catalogued here, 


s0 it has not been specifically noted against the weights. The only ones here which are not 
clipped are counterfeits of the period, struck in copper, weighing respectively 3.35 g. (Whitte- 
more), 3.12. (Peirce), and 2.27 g. (Whittemore, broken). They are all of good style and 
fabric, and give the effect of having been struck with genuine dies. They are quite different 
in appearance from the South Russian imitations referred to above, p. 612. How they are to 
be explained T do not know. 

Tat Schindler 1960 
W. —, R. 1950 (reading —! 

17a.2-3 Whittemore 


incorrectly in text) 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
"174 |R 233/23 4 977-989 
1725 |R 2.16/23 + 
+ — above and beneath inscr. 
*17b1 |R 3.01] 24 + 
*17b.2 |R 2.53] 24 4 
173 |R 2.35/23 \ 
*17b4 |R 2.21)22 \ 
pierced 
*17b5 |R 2.17] 22 t| NICA broken away 
(3) —-# — above and beneath inser. 
‘7c |R 247 | 24 4 | 
| pierced | 
(4) —* — above and beneath inser. 
(17d) R 24 (Kress Cat. 144, 
22. vii. 68, lot 992) 
(5) + * + above and beneath inser. 
(17e) | 2.66 | 21 (Vella 57) 
(6): #+ above and beneath inser. 
(17) | 2.28 | 21 (Vella 61) 
(7) — + — above and beneath inser. 
(17) | 2.55 | 21 (Vella 62) 
17a.4 Swiss Collection 1956 
17.5 Whittemore 
This “rings” badly, but apparently as a result of a fault in the flan. It seems to be authentic, 
17b.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 16-19, R.— 
172 Whittemore 
17.3. Peirce 1948 from Schulman 
17b.4-5 Whittemore 
17¢ Schindler 1960 


w 






R— 


(17e}-(17g) For the Vella Hoard, see above, p. 610, note 19. 
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ae] ] 
No. Motal Die Po- | Obverse 4 
wt, sition 
| Class IE B | 
Patriarchal cross crosslet between | 
‘two busts; TISTV in inser: 
Same inser. and type | +DASIL’ | 977-989 
CCUNSTAN 
TORFVROS 
| TISTVDAS’ 
| | RWMAIO 
with ornament above 
| and beneath. Triple 
linear border | 
(1) —#— above and beneath inser. 
“182.1 | 299| 27 + | Noabbreviation | BAS for BAS 
marks | 
“180.2 | 211) 21 + SCUNST for CCuNST 
clipped | | 
| Q) = above and beneath inser. 
*(18b) | 22 | (R.1949) | 
clipped | | | 
| 
(3) + — above and beneath inscr. 
(18) | 3.02 26 | (Vella 79) | 
| (4) + — above and beneath inser. | 
“180.1 |R 2.95 | 27 || Reads Els-Cwnst 
“180.2 |R 2.80 | 27 + | walt 
18 Coins of Class IT B are generally unclipped. 
18a.1 Grierson 1956 from Miinzen und Medaillen A. G. Basel sale, 19. iii, 51 
W.—, R. 1947 
183.2 Whittemore 
18d.1 Schindler 1960 
W.—, R. 1948 
‘The use of triangular headed punches for the obverse lettering is very obvious on this coin 
and the next. 
184.2 Whittemore 
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| Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
| we. | sition 
| =| | eee je 
(3) 4 above and beneath inser. 977-989 
“18e | 2.37/26 4| Noabbreviation — | 
| pierced marks | 
Class IIT 
| Bust of the Virgin Nikopoios 
| @CeB,©,TOIS HERA 989 
bASIL|S, | Deomasm 
Bust of the Virgin Oeis-seeL 
facing, nimbate, | nizwnoy | 
| wearing tunic and CANOt,x, | 
maphorion, holding | aoe 
medallion with head | Triple linear border 
of the infant Jesus, 
| wearing tunic, with 
cross behind. In 
j | field, to L, I to r., 
OV Triple linear | 
border. | 
+191 |B 2.94/30 4) 
119.2 |R 285/29 | 
193 |R 2.83/28 \) 
“194 |R 237/27 || Ends bASILS 
| clipped 
| and | 
| broken 
18 Whittemore 
w.—,R.— 
19 Yor the attribution of this coin to Basil II's reign, and not to that of John Zimisces, see 
above, p. 611. The obverse inscription is to be interpreted Georéxe Bofi®e1 Tols BaciAetor, 
“‘O Virgin aid the emperors,” and that of the reverse Mijrep Ozol SeSofaoutmn 6 cls ot 
enigwov ooK éworuyxével, “Mother of God, full of glory, he who putteth his trust in thee 
will never fail in his undertakings,” 
19.1-2 Whittemore 
W. John Zimisces 7, R. — 
19.3 Grierson 1956 from E. L. Jonas Sale (Glendining 18. i. 49), lot 206 
19.4 Peirce 1948 from Prince Philipp Sale (Hamburger 20. ii. 28), lot 660 
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] | Size 
Metal | pie po. 


| 7 sition 


No. 





¥20. | 2.53. | 29 +t 

*20b |R 2.47/30 $ 
pierced 

"200.1 | 2.63 29 | 
pierced | 

*20c.2 |R 2.28 | 30 + 

*20d |R 2.54 | 30 


*20e [R268 | 30 4 

















Obverse Reverse | Date 
Class IV 
Same inser. and type -o- 989-1025 
as Class IT B (with +DASIL’ 
MISTV), but base of ccunstan 
cross ornamented TIORFVROS’ 
| TISTVbAS 
RUMAIU" 
-O- 
Triple linear border 
Base T | 
Base “* 
| Base Y 
Base Y | 
Base 4% | 
No abbreviation | | 
marks | 
Base &5 | T for 4, Ends | 
No abbreviation | Pys' J RUMVIU' 
marks (ie. band A | 
| upside down) | 
| 
Gherson 
(BACIAIOV) (A€CNOTOV) | 977-989 
Border of Border of 
dots dots 





20a Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. 1929 


W.—, R. 1946 
20b Peirce 1948 
W.—, R.— 
20c.1 Peirce 1948, 
W. 14, R.— 


20c.2 Whittemore 
20d Whittemore 
W. 15, R.— 
20e Whittemore 
WR. 
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| Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po. Obverse 
We sition 








i 1 1 

| | 

sata |B 252/17 > | 

*21b.1 E  3.54| 18 }| Monogram reversed 
*21b.2 |B 270| 18 4| Same 








21a Schindler 1960 
W. 41-42, R, 1966, Oreshnikov 59 

21b.1 Schindler 1960 
W. 43, R. 1967, Oreshnikov 60 

21b.2 Swiss Collection 1956 from Ratto sale 9. xii, 30, lot 1967 


THE ANONYMOUS FOLLES, 970-1092 


The copper coinage of the Empire, between the accession of John I in 969 and the great 
monetary reform of Alexius I in 1092, is differentiated from that of earlier centuries in 
two important respects. One is that all the coins have on them an effigy of Christ, a 
feature hitherto reserved for the gold. The other is that most of them were not struck 
in the name of any particular emperor. No folles exist in the names of John I, Basil II, 
Constantine VIII, Romanus III, Michael IV, Michael V, Zoe, Constantine IX, Theodora, 
Michael VI, or Isaac I, a sequence of eleven rulers covering the space of ninety years 
(969-1059). Although the minting of signed folles was revived by Constantine X and 
continued under his successors, the issue of new types of anonymous coins did not cease 
and the evidence of hoards shows the two kinds of follis to have circulated side by side, 
presumably on an equal footing. The anonymous series was christened the Anonymous 
Bronze Coinage by Mr. Bellinger, but Anonymous Folles would be preferable, since the 
coins are of copper, not bronze, and are all of a single denomination. Dr. Metcalf prefers 
to call them the Rex Regnantium Coinage, but while the inscription IhS4S XRISTYS 
bASILEY bASILE, cither in this form or with the first two words abbreviated to IS XS, 
appears on the reverses of most of the early classes, it is absent from the later ones. Nor 
is it clear whether it was intended to represent Rex Regnantium or Rex Regum, for 
although Rex Regnantium had been used on the gold, the historian Scylitzes, who wrote 
in the mid-cleventh century and can be assumed to represent the views of the time, 
interpreted the inscription on the copper as BaoiAels Baoikéeov.? 

‘The origin of this anonymous coinage presents no problem, for the literary sources 
bear out the numismatic evidence in ascribing its introduction to John Zimisces. No 
copper coins bearing his name exist, and the earliest anonymous ones are normally over- 
struck on those of Nicephorus II or Constantine VII. Cedrenus, who copies Scylitzes 
verbally, described the innovation as follows: “And he ordered also the image of the 
Savior to be engraved on the nomisma and the obol [i.c., follis}, which had not been 
done before this. And Greek letters were engraved on the other side to about this effect 
Jesus Christ, King of Kings. And the emperors who succeeded him did likewise. This 
statement is not exact in one important point, for John issued no “anonymous” 
gold coins and the nomisma had long borne an image of Christ,‘ but so far as the follis 





2 The miliaresion of Alexander (PI. xxxv. 3) is only an apparent exception, for the bust of Christ 
on its reverse is no more than a subordinate element in the type, not the type itself. 

2 The phrase PaoiAels BaoiMev occurs twice in the Apocalypse (17:14, 19:16), 6 Baorheds av 
Paorteudyreov in I Tim. 6:15. Each is rendered by rex regum in the Vulgate. 

* Cedrenus, Bonn ed., IT. 413-14. 

4 Tt has been suggested by A. N. Oikonomides, “John Skylitzes on Anonymous Byzantine Bronze 
Coinage,” The Turlle: North American Journat of Numismatics, 6 (1), Jan. 1967, 15-17, that 
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is concerned it is quite correct. The new coinage must date from the very beginning of 
the reign, i.e., the opening months of 970.8 Scylitzes gives John's piety as the motive, 
and in view of his deeply religious nature this may well be correct, though one would like 
to think it was in part an act of contrition for the atrocious murder of his predecessor. 
The continuation, if not the origin, of the series involved a probably conscious element of 
religious propaganda, since the Saracen wars of Nicephorus and John showed some 
aspects of a Crusade and the follis was the denomination that would circulate most widely 
amongst the common people in the conquered provinces. 

‘The Anonymous Folles have so many features in common that they are best discussed 
asa group. The “signed” folles struck from 1059 onward are dealt with in the introductions 
to each reign, but where they affect the chronology and mint attributions of the anonymous 
series they will be covered here. The metrology has been discussed in the Introduction, 
p71. 


Crasses, TYPES, AND CHRONOLOGY 


The Anonymous Folles can be divided into fifteen classes, which except in the case of 
the first two are distinguished from each other by changes in type. Except for the last 
three classes their order of issue is now certain, but to avoid confusion with earlier 
terminology they are now customarily referred to by letters instead of by a numerical 
sequence, 

The elucidation of the series can be very briefly described. Sabatier attributed to 
John Zimisces the coins of what would now be termed Classes A, B, C, D, G, and K, 
ignoring the need to provide any for his successors; Classes H, I, J, L, M, and N he gave 
to the Latin emperors after 1204, since no coins of these were otherwise known. Wroth 
accepted the same broad division of classes but distributed them differently. The first 
group he divided between the emperors from John Zimisces to Constantine X inclusive; 
the later ones, on the strength of Schlumberger’s quite unfounded assertion that they 
were commonly found in Syria and rarely elsewhere, he transferred to the crusaders in 
Syria at the time of the First Crusade.” Wroth’s attributions' of the first group to particular 


Codirenus may have miscopied Scylitzes by inserting a xal, the nomismata of the original text having 
been intended for “coinage” in general, not gold coins in particular (Tpootroge 6 xai év + voployern: 
2Ey 16 eBOAG ... “He ordered also concerning the coinage: On the obol ...”). The Madrid MS of 
Soylitzes, however, of which I have consulted a microfilm, contains the offending al, and I think that 
the historian simply made a slip. 

* Wroth followed Sabatier in dating the introduction of the Anonymous coinage to 972, since 
Scylitzes refers to it immediately after describing John’s Bulgarian triumph. But it is clear that the 
placing of the entry has no specific chronological significance, and since there exist no copper coins 
bearing John’s name, Bellinger is surely right in dating them from the beginning of the reign. 

© Sabatier, II. 142-4, Nos. 5-12 (PI. xtvm. 2-9); 235-6, Nos. 1-7 (Pls. vu. 15-19, 11x. 1-2). 

7 Wroth, II. 554. Schlumberger ascribed some of them to the counts of Edessa, an error which 
has taken some time in dying. R. A. G. Carson, Coins (London, 1962), 223, still gives this attribution 
for one of them. In view of the common belief that some types of the Anonymous Folles were connected 
with the First Crusade, it should be emphasized that they had nothing to do with each other. The 
latest issues had ceased to be normal currency in the Empire before the crusaders crossed its frontiers. 

* Wroth, II. 480-3, where the grounds for his classification are set out. 
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emperors were based partly on the overstriking of one type by another and partly on the 
assumption that when the same ornaments appear on both gold and copper they are 
likely to have been in use simultaneously, a view which subsequent research has not 
endorsed. It was left for Bellinger, basing himself on the great numbers of overstruck 
coins found in the Corinth excavations, to bring together virtually all the anonymous 
classes and propose a new classification, extending from the reign of John Zimisces to 
early in that of Alexius I This classification has been modified on points of detail by 
‘Whitting and Piper in the light of overstrikes in their respective collections in England! 
and by Margaret Thompson on the basis of vast numbers of overstruck anonymous coins 
from the Agora excavations at Athens." Even apart from the need to revise some of its 
details Bellinger's scheme was awkward to use, since his plates and his text were differently 
numbered and both employed Roman numerals, leading to easy confusion with the similar 
system of Wroth. Miss Thompson replaced these by the system of alphabetical references 
which is in general use today.!? 

The types, numbering, and attributions of the fifteen classes are set out on the ac- 
companying table, and the coins are illustrated on Pls. XLVIMI-LV, LX, LXI, LXVIII, 
and Lxx. The types require little comment. Of the effigies of Christ on the obverses, one 
can certainly and another very probably be identified with that of a well-known icon in 
the capital. The certain identification is that of the half-figure of Class C, which is that of 
Christ Antiphonetes, an icon held in particular veneration by the Empress Zoe. The 
probable identification is the bust of Classes A, B, E, H, I, K, L, and N, where the Gospel 
Book is supported from beneath, in contrast to the clasping gesture of the typical Panto- 
crator bust, and Christ’s right hand is held to the side of His body in the sling of the 
cloak. This is probably the gesture of the standing Christ of Chalke, greatly venerated 
by John Zimisces, which would explain its introduction on his coins." Of the reverse 
types, those of Classes A-F, with the exception of that of Class C interpolated into the 
series to gratify Zoe's religious predilections, are all variants of the IhS4S XRISTHS 


° A. R. Bellinger, The Anonymous Byzantine Bronze Coinage (NNM, No. 35 [New York, 1928)) 

1 P. D. Whiting and C. H. Piper, in a series of notes in Seaby’s Coin and Medal Bulletin (1949-52) 
They are as follows: (1) “The Anonymous Byzantine Bronze" (1949), 328-9; (2) “Another Byzantine 
Anonymous” (1950), 162-3; (3) ‘“Re-arranging Some Byzantine Anonymous Types” (1951), 143-5; 
(4) “Dating Byzantine Anonymous Issues” (1951), 192-3; (5) “A Common Byzantine Anonymous 
Overstrike’” (1951), 359-61; (6) “‘Overstrikes in the Byzantine Anonymous Bronze Series” (1951), 
377-81. 

1 The Coins, 73-4, with detailed discussion on 109-115. 

28 A convenient summary will be found in P. D, Whitting, “The Anonymous Byzantine Bronze,” 
NGS, 15 (1955), 89-99. 

3 Adapted from Whitting, art. cit, 99. I follow him in suppressing Bellinger's Class XII (= Saba- 
tier, Pl. tvmt. 16), which was evidently a badly struck specimen of Class I. I have also corrected his, 
description of Class L in the light of Sabatier, Pl. tvitt. 18, and other specimens, and add Classes M 
and N to include Sabatier, Pl. 11x. 1, 2, or, rather, amended versions of these. Class N is seriously out 
of place—the size of the dies used (Pl. Lxx, N. 1) suggests that it would be about contemporary with 
Class H—but it would be inconvenient to disturb the accepted lettering, and since the coin represents 
no more than a rare provincial issue the error is not serious. 

¥ Above, p. 173. 

% Above, pp. 160-2. 
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BASILEY bASILE formula, while the later ones are either a bust of the Virgin or some 
variety of cross, elaborately decorated or flanked by the IC XC NIKA formula already 
used on Zoe's coins, The leaved base to the crosses on Classes H and I and the crescent 
beneath that on Class J suggest a possible connection between these types and the designs 
of mid-cleventh-century imperial ornaments, since a cross with a leaved base forms the 
head of the scepter held by Constantine IX on Class I of his histamena and a rare variety 
of the same coin shows a crescent beneath the cross of the emperor's globus cruciger,* 
but a cross with leaved base is too common in religious art!” for much stress to be laid 
on this. Miss Thompson's suggestion that the type of Class I might be intended to 
symbolize the Christian cross triumphing over the Muslim crescent! is unacceptable, 
since the crescent was a Turkish rather than a Muslim symbol and was not adopted 
by the Ottomans until after their capture of Constantinople, Nor can it have to do 
with the lunar crescent later employed to symbolize the Virgin, for this is peculiar to 
Western art—it does not occur in Byzantium—and is not known before the late fifteenth 
century. 

From 1059 onward the attribution of most Anonymous Folles to the reigns of particular 
emperors can be considered certain, since they are found overstruck on or by coins of 
Constantine X and his successors. The pattern is carefully analyzed by Miss Thompson, 
and there is no need to go over her evidence in detail. Only on one important point have 
her conclusions had to be modified. The earliest anonymous coin known to her which 
was overstruck on a signed follis of Constantine X belonged to Class F. She therefore 
attributed Class F to Constantine X’s reign and gave Class E to Isaac I. A specimen of 
Class E overstruck on Constantine X has since come to light, so Class E must go to Con- 
stantine X also.” It is surprising that this emperor should have issued two anonymous 
types, since his successors down to Nicephorus III issued only one each, but he also issued 
‘two signed classes while other emperors issued only one, so that some parallelism between 
signed and unsigned classes may have existed. The attribution of Classes E and F to 
Constantine X may also explain why they are rather rare, for if they are added together 
as issues of the same emperor, they fall well into line with the others. The attribution 
of the anonymous coins to the reigns of specific emperors must in any case be regarded 
as no more than approximate, for while overstriking shows in which reign a particular 
class was being minted, it does not show that the coin's issue coincided with the reign’s 
beginning and end, and since the coins lack any specific imperial reference the usual 
reasons for changing their type on an emperor's accession would not operate. Although 
Miss Thompson, Dr. Metcalf, and others have assumed that each issue was formally 
withdrawn and replaced by another, there is no reason to believe that anything so definite 
ever took place. It is contradicted by the wide diversity of overstriking that in fact 
ocenrs—systematic withdrawal would have virtually limited overstriking to the imme- 
diately preceding type—and by the mixed character of hoards, which show that coins 


PL nant, 1b. 

1 Above, p. 176. 

38 Thompson, Coins, 115. 

» L, Réau, Ieonographie de Vart chrétien, UL. 2 (Paris, 1957), 79-83, 617. 

% A. F. Johnson, ““A New Anonymous Bronze of Constantine X," MN, 15 (1969), 97-9. 
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struck years and even decades earlier remained freely in circulation. The overstriking 
‘was a result of mint practice, not of government policy. 

‘The transfer of Class E to Constantine X raises problems regarding the earlier 
chronology for which no fully satisfactory solution can be offered. Miss Thompson assumed 
that Class Al was struck by John I, that Class A2 covered the reigns of Basil IT and Con- 
stantine VIII, and that thereafter, between 1028 and 1055, each reign, with the exception 
of the very short ones of Michael V (1041-2) and Zoe and Theodora (1042), had a new 
type. Romanus III (1028-34) had Class B, Michael IV (1034-41) had Class C, and Con- 
stantine IX (1042-55) had Class D. With Class E this system broke down, for three reigns 
filled the years 1055-9 and there was no very good reason for ascribing it to Isaac II 
(1057-9) rather than to Theodora (1055-6) or Michael VI (1056-7). The transfer of Class E 
to Constantine X makes the situation worse, and it is now apparent that the notion of 
“one ruler, one type” in this early period must be abandoned. We have no grounds for 
supposing that Class A2 ended in 1028, and our only firm date is provided by the type of 
Class C, with the effigy of Christ Antiphonetes. Although Zoe was empress, in turn, of 
Romanus III and Michael IV, its introduction can best be attributed to 1042, for Michael V 
would certainly have deferred to her wishes in such a matter and her subsequent position 
would have secured the retention of the type during the 1040's. Class D can be better 
ascribed to the 1050's rather than pinned down to a particular reign—if we could identify 
the seated Christ of the obverse type we might be able to date it better—while Class B 
may well have started under Michael IV (1034~41) and not as early as 1028. In the present 
state of our knowledge we cannot go further. If the privy marks on Class A2 eventually 
turn out to be chronological in character future scholars may be able to give more precise 
dates for these classes, or at least for the transition from Class A2 to Class B. 

A minor problem exists for Classes L, M, and N, the last three in the anonymous series. 
They differ from all the earlier ones in their extreme rarity, being absent or virtually 
absent from the major excavations and recorded in less than half a dozen specimens 
apiece. The only overstrikes known to me amongst them occur in what is here termed 
Class N, one of the two known specimens of which is overstruck on Class F and the 
other overstruck by Nicephorus III. The types and fabric of coins of Classes L and N 
associate them clearly with the Anonymous sequence. Those of Class M are thinner and 
lighter, and Mr. Hendy believes they are later, so that he has not included them under 
the coinage of Alexius I. I find it difficult to separate them from the others. The weights 
and module of both Classes L and M place them near the end of the series, and though 
which came first remains uncertain, Class N is certainly earlier than either; if it is con- 
temporary with Class H, as its size suggests, it would belong to the late 1070's. I am 
inclined to suppose that all three were struck by the pretenders with whom Nicephorus IIT 
had to contend at the beginning and end of his reign, and that a provincial origin accounts 
for both the rarity of actual specimens and for the fact that only one of them has been 
identified amongst the undertypes of imperial issues. 

21 E.g., a hoard of nineteen coins found at Sparta in 1949 which included Classes A2 (2 specimens), 
B (8), C (1), D (2), G (1), J (1), and K (1), and one specimen each of signed coins of Constantine X and 
‘Nicephorus IIT and of the type ascribed here to Nicephorus Bryennius (R. V. Nicholls in Annual of 


the British School at Athens, 45 [1950), 294-5). 
® DOC, II, 218-19. 
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Mints 


Sabatier and Wroth assumed without question that the Anonymous Folles were all 
struck at Constantinople, but Whitting’s work on them led him to believe that a number 
of mints were involved. Many difficulties could be explained on such a hypothesis, One 
is the rarity of Classes E and F—to which D can also be added—and the uncertainty 
that formerly existed over their order of issue, since evidence of overstrikes seemed 
contradictory. They all have essentially the same reverse type—I8 XS || BASILE || BASIL. 
with an ornament above and below—and the situation would be simplified if one could 
envisage them as a single issue, with three mints interpreting differently a general 
instruction to use a figure of Christ as an obverse type. Similarly, one could avoid the 
difficulty numismatists have felt over admitting the apparently simultaneous issue of 
signed and anonymous coins in the same mint, with the dies for one being used indis- 
criminately to overstrike specimens of the other. The coins could be attributed to different 
mints, or at least one could assume enough leeway between the time-tables of difierent 
mints to explain why there exist, say, coins of Class G overstruck on signed coins of 
Romanus IV and also coins of Romanus IV overstruck on ones of Class G. If signed and 
Anonymous Folles were being struck together in a single mint, one would expect accidental 
muling of types to have occasionally occurred, but no instance of such has been reported. 
‘A number of mints are likely, on a priori grounds, to have been opened to cope with 
Class A2, since the increase in weight would probably—though not necessarily*— 
imply a general recoinage, although the same consideration would not apply to later 
classes. 

Class A2 differs from the others in its extraordinary variety of ornamentation, and its 
problems will be discussed separately below. The mint attributions of the other classes 
can be considered at two levels. Are there divergences in style, weight, fabric, or design 
within a class which, when linked with irregularities in distribution, would justify 
our attributing the coins to a number of mints? Or are there grounds for assigning 
entire classes to separate mints, as has been suggested above as a possibility for Classes D, 
E, and F? 

The only serious attempt which has been made to examine the question of mints has 
been that of D. M. Metcalf, which he did on the basis of a comparison between the propor- 
tions of different classes found in various excavations, particularly those of Athens, 
Corinth, and Antioch. While he has brought to light many points of considerable 
significance, the main question remains unsolved. If the copper coinage between 970 and 
1092, both signed and unsigned, be taken as a whole, the proportions between the different 


Not necessarily, for a change in the valuation of the follis might have allowed the older and 
ighter ones to be left in circulation at a lower figure, as seems to have been done when very heavy 
folles were introduced in earlier centuries, under Anastasius I and Constantine IV. But a general 
recoinage seems more likely. 

% “Provincial Issues among the Byzantine Bronze Coinage of the Eleventh Century,” HBN, 15 
(1961), 25-32; Coinage in the Balkans 820-1355 (Thessalonica, 1965), 41-7, 51-3; “Interpretation of 
the Byzantine ‘Rex Regnantium’ Folles of Class ‘A’, c. 970-1030,"” NC", 10 (1970), 199-219. The last 
of these articles was published after this section was written, and I have not taken it into account in 
the revision. 
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classes at Athens and Corinth are with few exceptions very close indeed, while those of 
‘Antioch are in some respects very different. This is partly a consequence of the troubles 
that beset Asia Minor and Syria in the 1070's—the proportion of coins of Michael VII 
and all later classes at Antioch is very low, 9.4 percent of the total as against 54.4 percent 
at Athens and 38.0 percent at Corinth—but there are also big discrepancies in the period 
of Constantine X; Antioch has 11.6 percent signed coins of this emperor as against 
1.0 percent at Athens and 0.9 percent at Corinth, while it has no coins at all of Class F 
as against 2.5 percent at both of the Greek sites. Some of these discrepancies are borne 
out by material from elsewhere, and Metcalf concludes that, as between Constantine X 
and Nicephorus III, the former's coins were primarily those of the metropolitan region 
while the latter’s were a provincial issue, and that the coins of Classes E and F were 
struck in Greece, possibly at Thessalonica, and not in any quantity elsewhere. 

Whether further research will endorse these conclusions remains to be seen, for 
alternative explanations of some of the discrepancies can easily be envisaged. A difference 
of 9 percent in the proportions of signed coins of Nicephorus III between Athens and 
Corinth may be due to the civil wars of his reign having affected the even distribution of 
coin. Antioch had not simply a higher percentage of signed coins of Constantine X than 
had Athens and Corinth; it had a higher proportion of signed coins of Constantine X, 
Romanus IV, and even Michael VII. Since there can be no question of the coins of Con- 
stantine X being actually struck at Antioch—they play a prominent role in Rumanian 
hoards—one might argue that special effort was made to push the circulation of coins 
bearing the name and effigy of the reigning emperor in peripheral parts of the Empire, 
while the Anonymous types were left to find their way into the provinces by the slower 
processes of commerce. Class F may have been absent from Antioch, but it circulated 
sufficiently widely in Asia Minor’ for me to be sceptical of the claim that is was 
predominantly Greek in origin. We know so little about the factors governing the 
distribution of coin that we must proceed cautiously about using small inequalities in 
site finds as evidence of local minting. 

A related problem is that of the mints of the “signed” coinages of 1059-92, Wroth 
ascribed these folles to Constantinople without discussion, while Hendy has recently 
argued that they should be attributed to Thessalonica.% A large proportion of the copper 
tetarteron coins of Alexius I of the post-reform period seem to come from this mint, and 
since many of these are marked by a cross or by an imperial monogram, or by both, it 
is not unreasonable to make a similar attribution for coins of the years 1059-92, which in 
many cases display the same characteristics. In one particular case Hendy holds the attribu- 
tion to be a certainty. The rare folles with CBNB in the angles of a cross,” which some 
years ago I tentatively attributed to the usurper Nicephorus Bryennius (1077-8), he 
transfers to another would-be usurper, Nicephorus Basilacius (1078), who is known to 


* Metcalf’s table shows specimens found at Sardis and Priene, five specimens in Mr. George Bates's 
collection were acquired in Istanbul, and I know of specimens bearing Arabic countermarks. The latter 
proves their circulation far into the interior. 

“MF. Hendy, Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire 1081-1261, Dumbarton Oaks Studies, 
XII (Washington, D.C., 1969), 77-80. 

* Below, pp. 836-8. 


642 ANONYMOUS FOLLES 


have been in possession of Thessalonica immediately prior to his overthrow by the future 
emperor Alexius Comnenus. 

The attribution of these “signed” coins to a provincial mint or mints is obviously an 
attractive theory, but their specific ascription to Thessalonica involves a number of 
difficulties. It is not borne out by what we know of their distribution, imperfect as this 
knowledge is, and in the specific case of the CBNB coins Hendy’s argument is a circular 
one: the coins were struck at Thessalonica because this city was held by Basilacius, and 
they were struck by Basilacius rather than Bryennius because Basilacius is known to 
have occupied Thessalonica. It is argued later that they were not struck by Basilacius, 
and that they certainly cannot have been struck at Thessalonica if this was an already 
flourishing mint. 

Any mint attributions of the “signed’” folles of the later eleventh century must take 
their distribution and the pattern of their overstriking into account. Table 23 includes 
figures for the number of specimens in three major collections (Dumbarton Oaks, the 
British Museum, and the Bibliothéque Nationale}, to give an impression of their relative 
rarity, together with those from three important excavations and from the Georgian 
National Museum.% Although the coins at Tiflis are not excavation material in the strict 


TABLE 23 
DIsTRIBUTION oF SIGNED Fortes, 1059-92 


Under Alexius I, my Class 1 is Hendy’s Pre-reform Type A of Thessalonica, my Class 2 is 
an amalgamation of his Pre-reform Type B and his Post-reform “Third Coinage," since the 
types of these were similar and they are not differentiated in the excavation reports, and my 
Class 3 is the one which he gives (p. 76) doubtfully to either an “Eastern Mint” or Thessalonica, 























— as 

Ruler | BM | BN | DO | Athens Corinth | Antioen eat 
Constantine X TC | ] \ 

Class 1 14 | 2 | 32 | 17 | 5 | @ | 8 

Class 2 6 12 17 | 1 | 4) 8 4 
Romanus IV 5 3 5 
Michal VQ | 7 3 4 
Nicephorus [1 10 1 + 
Alexius I | | | 
(Thessalonica) | | 

Class 1 1 ti 2 8 4 = 

Class 2 7 9 | 2 | 2, 372 | 7 1 

Class 3 [3 3 | 4 Bali A vlc 





TT, Ya. Abramishvili, Vizantiishie moneti Gosudarstennogo Muzeya Gruzii (Tbilisi, 1965), 88ff. 


PROBLEMS OF MINT ATTRIBUTION 643 


sense, they are mainly if not entirely of local provenance and can be used as evidence of 
the circulating medium of the region. 


If all the signed folles had been struck at a single provincial mint, one would expect 
some degree of uniformity in their local distribution. Irregularities in the small figures 
count for little, since the element of chance is so great. The exceptionally high figure of 
forty-nine specimens of Constantine X’s Class 1 at Antioch is a warning against overhasty 
conclusions, for if one had no comparative material outside that given here one might 
fairly assume that they were minted in the city, which was certainly not the case. But 
the discrepancy between the small numbers of signed coins of Constantine X, Romanus IV, 
and Michael VIL found at Antioch and Corinth and the huge numbers of Nicephorus IIT 
and of Alexius I’s (Thessalonican) Class 2 from the same sites cannot be passed over so 
easily. If the later coins were minted at Thessalonica, and the numbers found give a fair 
picture of those reaching the two cities, why do not we find comparably large numbers 
of the early issues as well? 

Mr. Hendy, in discussing the matter with me, has argued that the discrepancy resulted 
from a change in arrangements for coin distribution. Under Nicephorus it was decided 
that Thessalonica should supply Greece with coin, which it had not been specially engaged 
in doing before, and large quantities of his folles were in consequence sent to the provincial 
capitals. But if Thessalonica were now supplying Greece one would expect a decline in 
imports of Anonymous Folles from Constantinople, for which there is no evidence at 
all,” and the difficulty of assigning the folles of Nicephorus III to the same provincial 
mint as those of his predecessors is reinforced by the evidence of their overstriking. Coins 
from a single provincial mint would tend to be fairly frequently overstruck on each other, 
since there would be higher proportions of such signed coins in local circulation. As 
between the coins of Constantine X, Romanus IV, and Michael VII such overstriking 
is in fact common, though the proportions are not so high as to prove them products of 
a single mint With Nicephorus ITI, however, we find the astonishing fact that none of 
those in the major collections are overstruck on earlier signed coins. What the explanation 
of this anomaly may be we do not know—it was certainly not a question of weight, since 
Nicephorus’ signed coins are frequently overstruck on anonymous onest—but it seems 
to dispose completely of the idea that all pre-Alexian signed coins come from a single 
provincial mint. It is equally clear that the signed coins of Nicephorus IIT stand apart 
from the rest, though whether they should be attributed to Thessalonica, or perhaps 
even to a local mint at Athens, is for the future to decide. In the present state of our 
knowledge I see no satisfactory alternative to cataloguing them all under Constan- 
tinople. 





® Athens finds included 359, 77, and 234 of Classes I, J, and K respectively, while for Corinth the 
figures were 185, 59, and 146. 

% Constantine X's Class 2 is found overstruck on his Class 1 (3 out of 11 identifiable overstrikes 
at Athens, 3 out of 6 coins in the BM), Romanus IV on Constantine X (2 out of 20 coins at DO), 
‘Michael VII on Romanus IV (1 out of 7 overstrikes at Athens, 8 out of 19 coins at DO, 2 out of 7 in 
the BM). 

51 264 out of 677 Athens, 4 out of 20 DO, 4 out of 10 BM. 
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Ornaments on Class A2, Class A2 differs from the other classes of Anonymous Folles 
in the great variety of ornaments found on the coins that belong to it. The variations 
occur on both the obverse and reverse, on the obverse in the ornaments of the arms of 
the cross in Christ's nimbus and on the cover of the Gospel Book, on the reverse in those 
above and below the four lines of inscription. Other classes are remarkably uniform in 
these particulars; stylistic differences apart, I know of only isolated variants in Classes D 
and E (cf. Pls. tx. Da, txt. Ea), and for the rest there seem to be none at all. But for 
Class A2 between fifty and sixty variants are known. The basic listing of them is that of 
Bellinger, on the basis of the material found at Corinth. Subsequent research has found 
little to add to it, but since some of those he recorded, often from poorly preserved speci- 
mens and with reservations over details, have not been confirmed, the precise total 
cannot be given with certainty. An amended table is given on p. 645. It preserves 
his basic numbering, since the time has not yet come to revise it, and new varieties have 
been interpolated into the list (as 1a, 14a, 14b, etc.) at what seem the most suitable places. 
The table is not wholly satisfactory, since Bellinger’s list was constructed as a convenient 
index rather than scientifically, so that it takes no account of the sizes or general appearance 
of the coins on which the ornaments are found. It is this that in large measure explains 
the confused effect given by the reproductions of the coins on Pls. xtvit-u1v, with 
large and smalll coins indiscriminately mixed together. 


How should these ornaments be interpreted? There clearly must have been a purpose 
behind them; it cannot be supposed that the die-sinkers devised them for themselves and 
used them at random. Equally, however, they represent details of a kind which no central 
government bureau would concern itself with; the mint must have received instructions 
to differentiate between its coins in some way, it being left to the mint authorities to 
decide how best to do it. Further, the folles on which the ornaments occur correspond, 
at least in large measure, to the reign of Basil II, and it cannot be an accident that similar 
though not always identical ornaments occur on his nomismata and miliaresia, in thenimbus 
of Christ and on the shaft of the cross in the first case, and above and below the inscriptions 
in the other. It seems evident that at the beginning of his reign, and presumably in 97, 
the mint was instructed to mark its products, in all metals, in some fashion, and devised 
such ornaments to do so. 

From this point we can only argue by analogy. The ornaments are far too numerous 
to indicate mints or officinae, and wherever large numbers of similar ornaments occur in 
numismatics, the explanation for them is almost always chronological in character. They 
may separate the periods of time for which individual officials were responsible for mint 
ontput, whether these periods were regular and precise, like the six-monthly sequence 
‘of magistrates’ marks one finds on the late mediaeval coins of Florence, or irregular, 
like those identifying the output of particular massavi at the mint of Venice. Or they may 
‘be dissociated from individuals and simply mark periods of time, being chosen and 
changed at regular intervals by the mint authorities, just as the dates had been changed 
annually on coins of the sixth and seventh centuries. 


Some such scheme, I would suggest, was in operation during Basil’s reign. It has been 
argued above that there is some reason to believe that the ornaments on his signed coinage 
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NOTES TO TABLE 24 


‘The scroll ornament has been redrawn, Bellinger’s design being not quite correct. 
Inserted from DO specimen, and recorded by Miss Edwards from Corinth. 

Three specimens recorded by Miss Edwards from Corinth and two by Metcalf from Athens 
(Nos. 455-6). 

‘There are two pear-shaped objects outside the nimbus of Christ on the obverse, as on some 
cleventh-century silver coins (e.g., Pl. Lx1v. 6) 

Existence very doubtful. Bellinger took this from W. p. 478, No. 25, where the form of the 
reverse ornament is given as uncertain, and which is in fact a badly preserved example of 
No. 11. One specimen from Corinth is noted by Miss Edwards, but I suspect a confusion 
with No. 11. 

Bellinger prints the reverse design as 
in the table here. 

Bellinger makes these two separate varieties, No. 12 having % and No. 13 1 as the central 
element in the ornaments on the reverse, They are really the same, the pellets not always 
being completely joined to each other. Bellinger gives the central ornament on the book of 
No. 13 (one or two pellets) as uncertain, but it is in fact one pellet. 

The ® of No. 14a, of which there is a specimen at DO, is quite distinct from the of No. 14, 
Specimen in the BN. 


, but the pellets are normally joined, as shown 





15a, 16a Listed by Miss Edwards from Corinth as distinct from those with — A — and —-A.— 


19 


19a 
2 
24a 


24D 


25-28 
(28) 


29 


31, 32 
32a, 
33 
33a, 


35 
(37) 


38 
40, 40a. 





No. 16a is confirmed from DO. 
Not confirmed, and Miss Edwards does not list a specimen at Corinth. Bellinger gives the 
symbol on the book as uncertain, and so had presumably seen a specimen, 

Inserted from DO specimen, 

No specimen listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth, and perhaps an error for No. 14 

Inserted from DO specimens. The book ornament has an outer border of pellets but the inner 
part is uncertain, perhaps four pellets in angles of a cross. 

‘The DO specimen has only the pellet beneath the inscription visible, but one in the Corinth 
hoard of 1936 has both (Metcalf in Ann. Brit. School at Athens, 60 [1965], Pl. 1. 29). 

Bellinger follows Wroth in simplifying the design on the book to, but itis really BI. 
Bellinger makes Var. 28, with *-:'+ above the inscription, distinct from 27, but I believe it 
to be only a badly formed *+""+, The design is often flattened owing to lack of space. It is in 
any case difficult to distinguish between 26 and 27. The middle pellets can overlap each 
other, so that it is not always apparent how many were intended. 

‘Not confirmed, and not listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth. Perhaps an error for 41 or 42b. 
From W., p. 479, No. 37. The three pellets are clear on the coin; otherwise one would suspect 
it was an error for 16a. 

‘The cross ornament has often the form *. 

Inserted from DO specimen 

Not confirmed, and not listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth. 

Specimen in the BN (BNC, 11.598, No. 64). Mme Morrisson numbers it 52 in her table on 
p. 587. 

‘Two listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth. 

Not confirmed, and not listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth, 

Bellinger 37, from W., p. 489, No. 36, which is alleged to have — e — above the inscription 
and —[ — beneath it, has been deleted. The upper ornament, damaged on the die, was 
misinterpreted by Wroth and is certainly another —[ —, as Var. 36. 

Not confirmed, and not listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth, 

‘Wroth and Bell (Sardis, No. 935) both noted a difference between ‘~? and ‘+! in the nimbus cross. 
Bellinger made no distinction between them, but it seems to me safer to insert 40a, with 
‘lin the nimbus cross, and 40b, with ‘=: both in nimbus cross and on book, as separate 
varieties. 
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41 Bellinger gives a single pellet as the ornament on the book, not 3K, but as with part of his 
42 there is a typographical error—the ink on the printer's block has failed to “‘take’”—and 
T have corrected accordingly. All specimens I have seen which have in the nimbus cross 
and —© — on the reverse have 3K on the book. 

42 Not confirmed, and not listed by Miss Edwards for Corinth. There is a printing error in the 
design of the nimbus ornament in Bellinger’s table. 

42a Inserted from DO specimen. 

42b Inserted from ANS specimen. 

43. Bellinger followed Wroth in simplifying the ormament on the book to. 

(44) Deleted as a duplication of No. 47. Bellinger gives the cross crnament as X (?), which I take 
to be a misreading for L]. In poorly preserved specimens, the prominent corners of the 
square ornament could easily be mistaken for the ends of cross-arms, 

45 Bellinger followed Wroth in giving the central part of the reverse ornament as an alpha (A), 
It is really a leaf, with a pellet, usually joined to the outer tendril, to each side of the stem. 

(46) Deleted as probably identical with Var. 45. Bellinger gave the reverse ornament (from W. 
p. 493, Nos. 12-13) as ——, and Miss Edwards records this form from Corinth, But 
Wroth’s Nos. 10, 12, and 13 are identical, despite the distinction made in his text, and the 
upper ornament of No. 11—the lower one is illegible—is essentially the same, though slightly 
more pointed at the top. 











47 The ornament in the book is blurred in Bellinger’s text. 
49 The pellets in the upper limb of the cross are usually joined (X not ‘+ 
51 Bellinger gives the cross and book ornaments as uncertain, but Miss Edwards records five 


specimens from Corinth with ++ in cross and fF on book. Its place in the table ought there- 
fore to be after Nos, 2-19, but in order not to create confusion over numbering I have left 
it where it is. 


H. Longuet listed in NZ, 77 (1957), 39, Nos. 225-38, some variants to Wroth—he did 
not know Bellinger’s publication—but the details are too incomplete to allow of their use 
and the Hollschek collection, from which most of them were taken, is now dispersed. 

Ratto 1932 is described as having +++ above the inscription, but since no details of the orna- 
ments on the nimbus and book are given, and the reading may possibly have been an error 
for Var. 8, it has not been included. 


were changed at yearly intervals, with twenty-four marks covering Classes II and III 
of his nomismata, issued between 977 and 1001, and about twelve those of Class II of 
his miliaresia, datable with fair certainty to 977-89. Class A2 of the copper, however, 
began in 977 and ended some years before 1042, since Class C was either introduced or 
already being struck in that year and Class B has to be fitted in before it. The period of 
issue of Class A2 may thus correspond to Basil II’s reign, or it may have run on through 
those of Constantine VIII and possibly Romanus III as well, but it is not likely to have 
gone on longer. The periods of time involved would be forty-nine years, or fifty-two years, 
or fifty-seven years, figures corresponding very well to the number of ornaments known 
for Class A2. There are obvious difficulties in such an interpretation, the chief one being 
the great variety of weights found associated with some of the commoner marks, for while 
one weight change in a year is acceptable, the occurrence of several seems unlikely. Much 
of the material available for study comes from excavations and can throw little light on 
the matter; what is needed is hoard material which may indicate how the coins are 
grouped together in time. The problem, in any case, is one for extended research, to which 
the material here published may make some contribution. 
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‘This group is characterized by its small size, the absence of ornament above or below 
the inscription, and by being frequently overstruck. The obverse inscription and parts 
of the reverse inscription are normally illegible, as are the details of Christ's costume 
and of the Gospel Book, partly because of the poor preservation of the coins and partly 
because of their being either overstruck or struck on flans too small for the dies. 

Classes Al and A2 show considerable variation in lettering, notably in the form of 
the A, which may be A, A, A, M, or ®. The precise forms have been noted where legible, 
since they may have some significance for classification. The abbreviation mark after 
the words BASILEY’ and BASILE’ is sometimes a pellet, sometimes omitted altogether. 
Since this detail seems unimportant, and, owing to the poor state of the coins or careless 
centering, often cannot be seen at all, I have followed Wroth’s example in ignoring its 
presence, or its form, in the descriptions. 

Whittemore 

W. (John 1) 31-6, R.— 
Schindler 1960 

Swiss Collection 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASSES Al, A2 649 


























7 = 
Size 
No, Metal | Die Po- Obverse: | Reverse Date 
| We | sition | 
| 
ee ones | 
*Al4 |B 3.99] 21 | beA for b A 970- 
*A1S = |E 3.82] 22 5 [A 976(?) 
{b) Overstruck on Nicephorus II 
*ALG = E917 | 26 A 
*Al7 |B 854] 29 4 A 
AIS -B 7.06 | 23 5 Form of A obscure 
ALS -B 6.67 | 23 4 A 
"A110 (|B 5.45/25 4 1A 
Ald = la 5.37] 23 + | Form of A obscure 
ALI2 B 4.94] 26 LA 
A113 |B 4.58] 23 7 LA 
(c) Overstruck on Constantine VIL | 
and Romanus II 
*AL14 6.69 | 26 +| Central pellet on | Form of A obscure 
book clear 
Class A2 
Same inser. and type, | Same inscr., 976(?)- 
but with variations | usually with | «1030/35 
in nimbus cross and | ornament above 
4 Gospel Book and beneath _ 
A145 Swiss Collection 1956 
These two coins are struck on small irregular flans, so that much of the inscriptions are 
absent 
AL6-14 The overstriking on these coins was done very perfunctorily, so that a large part of the 
inscription and type belong to the earlier impression, The flans were in some cases much 
cut down before the operation. 
AL Schindler 1960 
ALT Whittemore 
A18-9 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
A110 Schindler 1960 
A1.11-12 Swiss Collection 1956 


AL13-14 


Schindler 1960 


650 ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 1-2) 




















Size | 
Metal : 
No. we | De Obverse Reverse Date 
Var. 1 
Nimbus cross with one pellet, 976(2)- 
book with #, inscr. with — ava — 1030/35 
above and beneath 
*azid |B 2458/37 4 a | 
pierced | 
A212 |B 18.47) 35 a 
A213 |B 13.01/30 4 a 
worn 
Azi4 ja 1057 | 32 | a 
worn | | 
| | Var. la | 
Nimbus cross with one pellet, 
book with fi, inscr. with <=> 
above and beneath 
*azta | 8.66] 27 4 a 
| Var. 2 | 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with ff, nothing above or | 
beneath inser. | 
A224 a 1673 | 32 4 Form of A obscure | 








A21-50 These differ from Class A1 in being generally much larger in size and by having in the 
‘majority of cases varying ornaments in the nimbus cross, on the Gospel Book, and above 
and beneath the reverse inscription. They are given here in the order of Bellinger's 
classification (above, pp. 645-7), the numbering being the same, As with Class At, 
the inscriptions are rarely entirely legible, but since they show little variation the 
omission of particular letters is not usually noted. 


AQAA Schindler 1960 from Dorotheum 12. x. 54 
W. (John 1) 8-9, R. 1922 

AQA2 Whittemore 

A213 Schindler 1960 

A214 Whittemore 

A2la Schindler 1960 
W.— R.— 

AQ24 Peirce 1948 from Platt ii. 26 


W.—R. 1920-1 





























ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 2-3) 651 
7 | Size 
Metal | py 
‘No. Die Po- Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
Wt | ‘sition 
= | 
A222 |a 14.28| 31 4 A 976(2)- 
A223 | 14.18] 31 4 A €.1030/35 
"A224 | 12.03] 30 | A 
A225 HB 1145 | 31 7 A 
*A2.2.6 |B 1112) 29 A 
A227 FB 9.63 29 / Form of A obscure 
worn 
Var. 3 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
| book with #8 inscr. with pellet beneath 
A231 | 17.78) 34 4) A 
A232 |B 14.95 | 33 lA 
A233 |B 14.93/30 4 Form of A obscure 
"A234 |B 14,76] 33 | Form of A obscure 
AQ3S |E 1423/32 4 A 
A236 |B 1411/33 4 Form of A obscure 
*A23.7 |B 13.28/32 | A 
A238 |£ 13.12| 32 A 
423.9 |B 1283/30 4 Form of A obscure 
A230 lz 12.72/34 7 Form of A obscure 
A23.11 |B 12.45 | 30 | A 
Schindler 1960 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 
Schindler 1960 





‘Swiss Collection 1956 from Ratto sale 9. xii, 30, lot 1920 


Schindler 1960 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 





‘Whittemore 


Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest ii, 32 


Whittemore 
‘Swiss Collection 
Peirce 1948 acq. x. 27 
Schindler 1960 

Peirce 1948 
‘Whittemore 


























652 ANONYMOUS POLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 3-6) 
YT wen | ,2, | > im 
No, Metal | Die Fo- Obverse | Reverse Date 
sition | 
"423.12 |B 9.84/26 | |A 976(?)- 
A2313 |B 8.72] 28 4 A £.1030/35 
Var. 4 i} 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with 8, inscr. with pellet above 
24 |B 1498/31 4 | ja 
| Var. 5 
| ‘Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
| | book with 8 inser. with pellet | 
| above and beneath. | 
| il 
A251 |E 16.23) 31 4) | Form of A obscure | 
A252 |B 15.64/31 || | Formof A obscure, | 
| | | | upper pellet very 
| faint 
A253 |B 14.03) 33 | A 
A254 | 12.46/32 4 A 
A255 |# 12.07/31 4 A 
A256 |B 10.28/30 \ A 
Var. 6 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
| | book with Fi, inscr. with — 
| above and beneath 
*A26 |B 11.78) 33 4 [a es 
(A23.12 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
‘A23.13 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 28 
A24 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
W.—, R— 
A251 Peirce 1948 
W. (John I) 22-24, R. 1931 
A25.2 Schindler 1960 
‘A253-4 Whittemore 
‘A25.5 Swiss Collection 1956 
A256 Schindler 1960 
26 Schindler 1960 


W. (John 1) 21, R. 1930 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 62-8) 653 








Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
Wt. | sition | | 
| | | 
| Var. 6a | 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976(2)- 
book with B, inser. with —— 1030/35 
above and beneath 
(A26a) |B (Miss Edwards, from 


Corinth) 


| Var. 7 


| i Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with Bf, inser. with —*— 
above and beneath 

















*a27.1 as 19.02 | 33 \.| Book obscure ja 
A272 | 11.27/30 \ | Double struck and 
worn | | obscure 
A273 |B 9.21/34 \ ja | 
worn 
A274 |B 840] 29 4 | my 
worn | 
Var. 8 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with #, inser. with ~ 
above and beneath 
*A28 | 14.61 | 29 \.| Cross and book A 
obscure 
A271 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (John I) 20, R.— 
A272 Swiss Collection 1956 
A273 Whittemore 
A274 Schindler 1960 
A28 Schindler 1960 


W. (John I) 26, R. 1953 

‘Though the details of the nimbus cross and the book are here obscure, they are noted 
as two pellets and one pellet respectively by Bellinger and are clear on a specimen in 
the Museum of the ANS. 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 9-11) 
































Metal 
No. We Obverse Reverse Date 
| ie 3 . 
Var. 9 | 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976(2)- 
book with #, inscr. with — £.1030/35 
above and beneath, pear-shaped 
ornaments outside nimbus 
*A29 |B 14.26 | 35 7 & 
| Var. 10 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 
| book with ff, inscr. with #(2) i 
above and beneath 
(A210) Ja 14.94 | 33 (W. [John I] 25) | 
| 
Var. 11 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with FR, inscr. with Bé 
above and beneath j 
Agta |B 17.90 | 33 7 A 
¥a2.1.2 |B 15.60/33 | A 
A213 |B 14.81 | 34 7 A 
arid |B 14.04 | 32 4 A 
A29 Schindler 1960 
W.—, R. 1955 
(A210) Probably identical with No. 11; see note above, p. 646. 
AQAA Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (John 1) —, R. 1936 
‘A211.2 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 


AQ1L3-4 


‘Schindler 1960 





























ANONYMOUS FOLLES — CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 12~14a) 655, 
7 Sie | | 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
We, 
sition 
| Var. 12 (and 13) | 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976(2)- 
| book with FF, inser. with — > — 1030/35 
| | above and beneath | 
A21241 |a 16.36 | 33 \ | [a 
*A212.2 |B 9.90 | 32 \.| A 
| | Var. 14 | 
| | ‘Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 
| book with #, inscr. with — © — | 
| above and beneath 
A2141 a 19.75 36 4 Form of A obscure 
A2142 |B 1883/36 4 Form of A obscure 
*A214.3 |B 15.06 | 32 \.) | a 
*A2144 |B 11.22/28 | Form of A obscure 
Var. 14a 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with FR, inser. with — — 
above and beneath 
*AQI4a | 17.10 | 33 4 | [A 
A212.1 Schindler 1960 
W. (John 1) 18, R. 1918 (given as %) 
T have amalgamated Bellinger’s 12 (with ——) and 13 (with —:—), since they 
seem to me identical. The strokes connecting the terminal pellets are not always very 
visible. 
A2.12.2 Schindler 1960 
A2141 Peirce 1948 
W. (John 1) 19, R. 1929 
A2.14.2-3 Schindler 1960 
A214.4 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
A214 Shaw 1947 


WR. 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES — CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 14-16) 
Size | 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
ye sition 
| | 
| Var. 14b 
| 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976(2)— 
book with #8, inscr. with ==> €.1030/35 
above and beneath 
(A2.14b) | 8.52) 28 | | (BNC, Pl. Lxxx.12) 
Var. 15 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with FR, inscr. with — + A+ — 
above and beneath 
(A215) |B (Bellinger 15, from 
Corinth) 
Var. 15a 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with F, inser. with — A — 
above and beneath 
(A2.15a) [AB | | (Miss Edwards, from 
| Corinth) 
Var. 16 | 
| ‘Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 
' book with #8, inser. with — A — 
| above and beneath 
*A21641 |B 17.94] 32 \ A 
A216.2 |B 17.79| 34 4 A | 
A216.3 |B 15.60| 34 | Inser. blurred by | 
double striking | - 
216.1 Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi. 25 
'W. (John I) 13-14, R. — 
A216.2 Schindler 1960 


A2.16.3 


Whittemore 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 16a~19) 
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Size 
wa | meat [pete] omen | Reve | mae 
We sition | 
| Var. 16a 
| 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976(2)- 
book with , inser. with —-A+— | ¢.1030/35 
| above and beneath | 
A216a1 | 16.84 | 35 4 A | 
*A216a.2 |B 14.17 | 32 \ 1A | 
Var. 17 | 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 
book with 8, inscr. with —h — 
| above and beneath 
*A217 |B 13.82] 32 | | 
| Var. 18 
| ‘Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
| book with #8, inscr. with —R — 
| above and beneath 
A218. |B 14.50/32 4) a 
*A218.2 |e 13.81 | 34 \ | a 
| Var. 19 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 
| book with &, inscr. with — P — 
| above and beneath 
(A219) (Bellinger 19, source 
|_not given) | 
A2.16a.1._ Whittemore 
W. (John I) 37 (?; see Var. 30 below), R. 1935, 
A2.16a.2 Schindler 1960 
A217 Schindler 1960 
W. (John 1) 15, R. 1926 
The sign above the inscription could be an R, but is different from the R of Var. 18, 
while the one below resembles A, which the upper sign certainly is not. The identification 
of this coin with Bellinger's Var. 17 is consequently not certain. 
A218.1 Swiss Collection 1956 


A218.2 


W. (John I) 16-17, R. 1927 
Schindler 1960 


658 ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 19a~23) 





























Size 
No. | Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
wt. sition 
Var. 19a 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976(2)~ 
book with FA, inscr. with —v — £.1030)35 
| above and beneath 
+A2192 |B 19.82/34 4) Form of A obscure 
| 
| | Var. 20 
| ‘Nimbuscross with two pellets, book with #8, 
| inser. with nothing above, pellet beneath 
0220 |B 1232/32 4) A 
| | 
Var. 21 
| | Nimbuscrosswith two pellets, book with #, 
| inscr. with ~ # — above and beneath 
ana |B 9.44) 27 \ A 
| | 
| 
Var. 22 | 
| | | Nimbus crosswith two pellets, book with I, | 
| inser. with — © — above and beneath 
(A2.22) |B (Bellinger 22, source 
| not given) | 
| Var. 23 | 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, book with, | 
inser. with — © — above and beneath 
4223.1 |B 12.36 | 33 4, A _ 
(A2.19a Schindler 1960 
Ww. 
A2.20 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 1947 
Ww. Re 
A221 Swiss Collection 1956 
W.—,R.— 





2.23.1 Schindler 1960 
‘W. (John 1) 10, R, 1923, 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 23-24) 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po Obverse Reverse Date 
| we sition | 
| | 
A2232 |B 11.91/33 4 A | 976(2)- 
42233 | 1173/32 4 A €.1030/35 

| Var. 24 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, book with F, 

inser. with ==> above and beneath 

A2241 |B 12.64] 28 [A 
A2242 |B 12.34] 29 4 A 
*A2263 |B 11.75 | 29 7 A 

A2244 |B 11.44| 29 4 A | 

A2.24.5 |= 10.91 | 29 \ A i 
A2246 |& 10.67| 29 4 A 
A224.7 \E 1062| 29 4 A 
A2248 |E 10.35 | 30 \ [A 
A2249 | 1033] 32 4 a 
A224.10 |B 10.27 | 25 \ a 
A224.11 | 10.27 | 28 \ | Ja 
A2.24.12 | 10.25 | 28 ,/ | A 
A2.24.13 |B 10.11 | 28 \ la 
A2.24.14 | 9.53 | 28 A 








2.23.2 Whittemore 


2.23.3 Peirce 1948 from Egger vii. 24 
‘A2.24.1-28 The b's in the reverse inscription have normally the form of a vertical stroke only slightly 
thickened in its lower part, with no loop at all. Cf. also Var. 41 below. 


A2.24.1 Whittemore 


W. (John I) 11-12, R. 1924-5 
2.24.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
A224.3 Schindler 1960 
2.24.4 Swiss Collection 1956 


A2.24.5 Whittemore 


A2.24.6 Swiss Collection 1956 


A2.24.7 Whittemore 


A224.8 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii, 32 
A224.9 Peirce 1948 
224.10 Swiss Collection 1956 
A224.11 Schindler 1960 
A2.24.12 Swiss Collection 1956 


42.24.13 Whittemore 


A2.24.14 Swiss Collection 1956 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETY 24) 








Size 
Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
sition | 





A2.24.15 
A2.24.16 
A2.24.17 
A224.18 
A2.24.19 
A2.24.20 
*A2,24.21 
A2.24.22 
A2.24.23 
A2.24.24 
*A2.24.25 


A2.24.26 
A224.27 
A2.24.28 





9.13 | 27 
8.82 | 26 
8.49 | 27 
8.39 | 27 
8.26 | 26 
8,26 | 27 
8.24 
8.11 
7.67 
7.52 
71 


976(2)- 
| 1030/35 


orm of A obscure 


A> >> 


‘orm of A obscure 
| 


| 
| Three dots in upper | 
arm of cross | 


BRRN 
BSSss 


671 
6.66 
4.18 


RR 
RS 





DD> PUSS E >> 





Bae BRRRRRRRaaS 
Lee Ne NeeReceNe 





A2.246.15 
2.24.16 
2.24.17 
A224.18 
A2.24.19 
42.24.20 
A2.24.21-3, 
A2.24.24 
A2.24.25 


2.24.26 
2.24.27 
A2.24.28 


Whittemore 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 

Swiss Collection 1956 

Peirce 1948 from Egger 

Swiss Collection 1956 

Peirce 1948 from Ciani x. 25 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 

‘Whittemore 

Whittemore 

‘The three dots in the upper arm of the cross probably result from a die-sinker's error, 
and are not enough to make this a separate group. The coin may be a contemporary 
imitation, despite the good style of the bust, since the letters on the reverse are badly 
formed and those on the obverse barely present at all 

‘Schindler 1960 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 

Whittemore 

This has been ent down to the form of a kind of medallion showing only the nimbus 
and head of Christ. 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 242-25) 661 





























Size 
No. Metal Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
wt sition 
Var. 24a | 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 976(2)- 
book ornament obscure, inser. with | .1030/35 
atx above and “4¥ beneath | 
*A224a1 |B 15.12 | 30 / | A | 
A2.24a.2 | 11.38 | 25 | | a 
A224a.3 |B 9.40 | 26 \ a | 
*A22404 |B 8.66 | 27 | | a | 
Var. 24b 
| | Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
| | | book with @8, inscr. with pellet 
| above and beneath 
*a224> |e 16.90| 32 /| Form of A obscure. 
Pellet above 
inscr. illegible 
Var. 25 
‘Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 
| book with @, insor. with — | 
| | above and beneath 
*A2.25.1 |B 22.10/35 4 A 
442252 EB 1442/31 | Form of A obscure 
A225.3 |B 12.40] 33 4 Form of A obscure 
A224a The book has an outer border of pellets, but the interior ornament cannot be made out 
on any of these specimens. On A2.24a.1 it seems to be four pellets around a cross, but 
this does not correspond to anything used elsewhere. On the other coins it is completely 
obscure. 
A224a.1 Schindler 1960 
W.—,R.— 
A2.240,2-3 Schindler 1960 
‘A224a.4 Swiss Collection 1956 
A224 Swiss Collection 1956 
W.—, R.— 
A2251 Schindler 1960 
W. (John 1) 27-28, R. 1933 
A225.2 Schindler 1960 
A2.25.3 Whittemore 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 26-29) 


























| Size ] 
vo | Meat [DER] ene reves | Date 
} We sition | 
j-—- —| 
| | 
| Var. 26 | 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, | 976(2)- 
book with @, inscr. with + €.1030/35 
| above and beneath 
*A2261 BE 19.29/33 4) A | 
A226.2 | 17.9533 | AC?) | 
A2263 |a 1770/33 4 Form of A obscure | 
A226.4 |# 15.58) 35 | A(?) | 
A226.5 | 13,39) 36 4 a | 
*A2.266 |B 12.90/32 4) a 
Var. 27 (and 28) | 
| Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
| book with , inser. with ++ 
above and beneath 
A2271 18.50 | 33 | Form of A obscure 
*A2272 |B 15.34 | 32 \, a | 
Var. 29 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with %, inser. with - © 
| | | above and beneath | 
(A2.29) | (Bellinger 29, source | 
not given) | : 
A2.26.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
'W. (John I) 29-30, R. 1934 
A2.26.2 Schindler 1960 
‘8226.3 Peirce 1948 acq, Boston 10. vi. 39 
2.26.4 Peirce 1948 
A226.5 Schindler 1960 
‘8226.6 Peirce 1948 from Plate ili, 24 
‘A227 T have suppressed Bellinger’s No. 28, with «*t"+ above the reverse inscription, since it 
is probably no more than a badly designed version of his No. 27. 
A227.1 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii. 28 


A2.27.2 


w.— R.— 
Schindler 1960 


























ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 30-32) 663 
] Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| We | sition | 
Var. 30 
Nimbus cross with three pellets, 976(?)- 
book with FR, inser. with = +*— 1030/35 
above and beneath 
(A230) |B 19.39 | 34 (W. [John 1] 37) | 
| Var. 31 
Nimbus cross with +, book with F, 
inser. with + # + above and beneath 
*a23id la 1741/33 4 A 
A231.2 | 13.96 | 34 tA 
| Var. 32 
| Nimbus cross with +, book with +, 
inscr. with # above and beneath 
*A232.1 | 13.00] 32 4 | a 
A232.2 |B 12.90/30 4 a 
A232.3 |B 11.08 | 29 | la 
A2324 |B 1087/29 4 la 
A2325 |# 10.39/29 J a 
A232.6 |B 10.23| 31 \ a 
A232.7 |B 9.83 | 30 a 
A232.8 |B 9,20) 29 \ a 
A232.9 |B 8.54| 28 \ a _ 
(A2.30) This variety may be identical with 15a, the three pellets on the cross being a die-sinker's 
error. 
A231. Schindler 1960 
W. (Basil TI) 21, R. 1951 
A2.31.2 Schindler 1960 
A232.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (Basil I1) 22-23, R, 1952 
A2.32.2-3 Swiss Collection 1956 
A2.32.4 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 
A2.32.5-6 Schindler 1960 
A232.7 Swiss Collection 1960 


A2328 


Schindler 1960 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 32-34) 











Size 
No | Metall | pie Po. vas a Date 
| Ate. sition | 
*A232.10 |B 7.75 | 26 | a 976(?)— 
A23211 |B 7.09| 28 || 4 | €.1030/35 
| 
Var. 32a 
| ‘Nimbus cross with *, book ornament 
| | obscure, inser. with — > — 
| | above and beneath 
YA232a BE 6.26/27 7 Mand ® | 
| | Upper ornament 
off flan 
| Var. 33 | 
‘Nimbus cross with “:, book with #, | 
inser. with = above and beneath 
(A2.33) | (Bellinger 33, source | 
| not stated) | 
| | | 
| Var. 33a 
| Nimbus cross with -?, book with 
ornament with * © + above and beneath 
(A2.33a) |B 18.00 | 27 (BNC, II. 598, No. 64) | 
i 
| book ornament 
uncertain, inscr. with — %® — 
| above and beneath 
(A234) |e | | (Bellinger 34, from 
| | Corinth) | 





A2.32.9-11 Swiss Collection 1956 


A232a 


Whittemore 
W.—R.— 














ANONYMOUS FOLLES — CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 35-39) 665 









































Size ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition 
Var. 35 
Nimbus cross with 2, book with #B, | 976(2)}- 
| inser. with -— above and beneath | ¢.1030/35 
(A235) |B (Bellinger 35, source | 
not stated) | 
Var. 36 (and 37) | 
Nimbus cross with *!, book with FB, 
inser. with —[ — above and beneath | 
¥A2.36.1 | 16.41/35 4 Form of A 
obscure | 
+A2.36.2 | 15.04| 34 | Form of A | 
obscure 
42363 |@ 1439/33 4 A | 
| 
Var. 38 | 
Nimbus cross with 1, book ornament | 
uncertain, inser. with > X ¢ — 
above and beneath 
| 
(A238) |E (Bellinger 38, source 
not stated) 
| Var. 39 | 
Nimbus cross with 2, book with | 
| inser. with #m& above 
and <4" beneath, 
A239.1 | 11.58 | 28 || Head of Christ very | A 
_ | [large res | = 
A236 Bellinger's Var. 37, with —e— above and —[ — beneath the inscription does not 
exist, the upper — [ — having been misread as — o —. 
A2.36.1 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 
w.—,R.— 
A2.36.2-3 Schindler 1960 
‘A239. Peirce 1948 


W. (Basil II) 26-29, R, 1956-7 
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a re ca 
| | 
| | | | 
239.2 |® 10.90] 29 4 iA | 278(2)- 
A2393 |& 1031| 29 4 A 1030/35 
*A2.39.4 | 10.08 | 28 | | A | 
A239.5 |B 8.74] 26 \ iA | 
¥A239.6 | 8.11/27 | la 
| Var. 40 | 
| Nimbus cross with *, book with 1, | 
inser. with am above 
and “4 beneath 
A240.1 |B 19.90] 33 4 | a 
A240.2 |B 13.59/31 | im 
A240.3 |B 13,39] 28 7 A 
A240.4 | 13.31/34 A 
A240.5 |AE 12.72] 28 4 A 
A240.6 |B 12.25/28 | | A | 
*A2.40.7 |# 11.98 | 29 | a 
A240.8 |B 11.69| 29 | a 
A2.40.9 | 11.41 | 28 || Book obscure A 
A2.40.10 | 10.68 | 28 | a 
A240.11 |B 9.77 | 28 7 a 
A2.40.12 |B 9.63 | 28 // | Book obscure a 





‘4239.2 Schindler 1960 

‘4239.3 Peirce 1948 acq. xi. 25 

4239.4 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30, lot 1957 

A239.5 Whittemore 

‘4239.6 Swiss Collection 1956 

A2.40-40 _Bellinger’s No. 40 has been divided according to the form of the central element (pellet 
or square jewel) of the ornament (‘+! or 24) in the cross or book. 

A240.1 Peirce 1948 
W. (Basil II) 30-35, R. 1958-60 

4240.2 Schindler 1960 

A240.3 Peirce 1948. 

8240.45 Whittemore 

240.6 Peirce 1948 gift from Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 

A240.7 Schindler 1960 

A2.40.8-9 Swiss Collection 1956 

42.40.10 Whittemore 

‘A2.40.11 Whittemore 

‘§2.40.12 Swiss Collection 1956 
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‘Obverse Reverse Date 
| i 
A240.13 |B 9.51) 31} a 976(?)- 
A240.14 |B 8.79 | 25 y A 1030/35 

A2.40.15 | 8.71 | 27 | | Book obscure a 
42.40.16 |B 8.23 | 28} ry 

A240.17 | 8.16 | 26 \ a | 
42.40.18 |B 8.06 | 27 \ a 
42.40.19 |B 7.39 | 29 4 | Book obscure a 

A2.40.20 7.35 | 28 | a | 

A240.21 |B 7.3025 4 a | 

42.40.22 | 7.13 | 25 || Book obscure a | 

| very worn i 
A2.40.23 | 6.27 | 28 sal | a 
Var. 40a 
Nimbus cross with ‘1, book with i, 
| inser. with ata above 

and “4 beneath | 

*A2.40a1 E + a | 
+*A2.40a.2 |B t a 

A240a.3 |B 4 a | 
A240a4 |B 4 a 

A2.40a.5 |B 4 a | 

















A240.13 Peirce 1948 
A2.40.14 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 
A2.40.15-17 Swiss Collection 1956 
A2.40.18 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii, 28 
A2.40.19-20 Swiss Collection 1956 
A2.40.21-2 Whittemore 
A2.40.23 Schindler 1960 
A2.40a.1 Peirce 1948 
W. (Basil 1) 32, R.— 
A2.40a.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28, 
A2.40a.3_ Schindler 1960 
A240a.4 Peirce 1948. 
A2.40a,5 Swiss Collection 1956 
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] | Size | 
No, | Métal | Die Pox Sires, | Repti «|S 
* | sition | 
ca —— 7 } 
| | 
| | 
| | :, book with @, | 976(2)- 
inscr. with <® above | 6:1030/35 
| | and “4 beneath | 
*A2.40b1 |B 11.86] 28 | | a 
*A2.40b2 |B 10.47 | 28 | a | 
A240b3|E 6.32 | 25 4 im | 
| 
| Var. 41 
| | Nimbus cross with , book with 5, 
| inser. with — © — above and beneath 
A2414 | 13.01 | 30 il a 
A241.2 |B 1233 | 28 1 | A 
A243 | 11.86 | 29 \| A 
*A2414 HE 11.63 | 30 \ a 
*A2415 |B 11.52 | 30 \ ry | 
A246 B 11.31/30 4 im 
A2ALT EB 11.05) 27 | | a 
A2418 |B 11.00 | 27 \ Form of A obscure | 
A2419 |B 10.92) 30 4 A 
AZALA0 |B 10.74/28 a 
A2A111 |e 10.56 | 28 \. | im 
A240b.1 Schindler 1960 
W, (Basil 11) —, R.— 
A2.40b.2, Whittemore 
‘A2.50b.3. Swiss Collection 1956 
‘A241 The b (of BASILEY” DASILE’) in this group usually approximates the form of a 
vertical stroke thickened in its lower part, as with Var. 24. 
A241 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (Basil TT) 38-40, R. 1964-5 
A241.2 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
A241.3 Whittemore 
2414 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1. vii. 28 
A2.41.5-6 Swiss Collection 1956 
A241.7-8 Schindler 1960 





AQALI-UL 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition 
A241.12 | 10.55 | 27 ,/| Letters blundered —_| Letters blundered; | 976(?)- 
(HE+NNO O IMI) | last Tine reads 6.1030/35 
| baILe 
A241.13 |B 10.18 | 28 4 lA 
A24i.14 |B 10.17] 27 \ | fs HhS4 |) 
XRISTY (without 
| terminal S's) 
A241.15 |B 10.00] 27 \ A 
A241.16 EB 9.99] 27 \ ry 
A241.17 EB 9.41 | 30 \ a 
A241.18 |B 9.31 | 28 \ a 
AZALI9 E882] 28 | a 
A241.20 |B 8.75 | 26 7 ry 
A2ai2i la 8.71 | 26 4 a 
42.41.22 |a 8.67 | 29 | ry 
A241.23 |B 8.63 | 28 | & 
A241.24 |B 8.13] 27 \ Form of A obscure 
A241.25 |B 6.86 | 25 | A 
A241.26 |B 6.07 | 25 \ A 
Var. 42 
Nimbus cross with 3, book ornament 
uncertain, inser. with — A — 
above and beneath 
(A242) |B (Bellinger 42, source | 
not stated) | 
A241.12 Whittemore 
The style of this coin is good, but the letters are so badly formed that it ean scarcely be 
the product of a regular mint 
A241.13 Schindler 1960 
24114 Whittemore 
‘A241.15 Peirce 1948 from Platt x. 28 
‘A241.16 Swiss Collection 1956 
AZAIA7 — Peirce 1948 
‘241.18 Swiss Collection 1956 
‘241.19 Whittemore 
‘A241.20-1 Schindler 1960 


A2.41.22-6 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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No. ty Obverse Reverse Date 
i= {| 
Var. 42a 
Nimbus cross with %, book with 3, | 976(2)- 
| inser. with => above and beneath | ¢.1030/35 
a2422 |B 1010/27 | +CIIOANOVHA | A 
| 
Var. 42b 
| | Nimbus cross with 3, book with %, 
inscr. with —® — above and beneath 
(A242) | (ANS) | | 
i 
Var. 43 i 
| Nimbus eross with x, book with &, 
| | | inser. with — C — above (?) and i 
| beneath ! 
i | 
A243.1 | 12.03) 31 4 | a 
*A243.2 |B 1139 | 28 4 | ‘a 
A243.3 |as 10.82} 29 4 (4 
A243.4 |B 10.55 | 28 | im) 
42.435 | 10.11 | 26 \ a 
*A2.43.6 | 9.19/30 4 a | 
Var. 44 | 
(Omitted; probably identical | 
| | with Var. 47) 
A242 Whittemore 
W.— 


Despite the blundering of EMMA on the obverse, this has every appearence of being & 
regular coin, The metal seems from its color to be brass rather than copper 

2.43.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (Basil I) 37, R. 1962 

A243.2 Schindler 1960 

243.3 Whittemore 

243.4 Schindler 1960 

243.5 Whittemore 

‘243.6 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
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Size 
No. | Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt. | sition } 
| | 
Var. 45 
| Nimbus cross with crescent, book with 976(2)- 
| | inser. with @ above and beneath 1030/35 
A245.1 |B 15.39 | 32 7 [a 
*42.45.2 |B 13.80] 30 | la | 
A245.3 1145) 32 7 [la | 
A245.4 \& 10.59 | 31 4 A | 
42455 |@ 10.23] 30 4 | A 
A245.6 |B 9.30 | aon fk 
A245.7 |B 8.11) 29 | A 
A245.8 |B 6.85) 27 |! A 
[very worn] | | 
| | | 
| | Var. 46 
(A246) a 9.43 | 29 (Probably identical 
| | with Var. 45) 
| 
| | Var. 47 
| Nimbus cross with [1, book with 
| | inser. with Hl above and beneath = 
A24TA |B 18.01) 34 | im | 
A2472 | 15.68 | 31 \ | im 








A245.1 Schindler 1960 

W. (ConstantineVITI) 10-11, R. — 
A245.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
245.3 Swiss Collection 1956 
A244 Peirce 1948 acq. x. 27 
245.5 Peirce 1948 acq. 11. vi. 26 
2.45.6 Swiss Collection 1956 
A245.7 Schindler 1960 
A245.8 Swiss Collection 1956 
(A246) W. (Constantine VIII) 12-13, R. 1961 
A247.1 Swiss Collection 1956 

W. (Romanus ITI) 4-6, R. 1974 
A247.2 Schindler 1960 
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Size | 
A sition 
| | 
| 
| | 
A2473 |B 13.29| 29 | a 976(?)- 
A2474 |B 1292] 30 4 | Form of A obscure | ¢.1030/35 
A24TS |as 12.78 | 32 \ | a 
A247.6 |B 12.24/30 | a | 
A2477 |a 12.17/28 | a | 
*A2AT8 |B 11.65/31 || im) 
A247.9 |B 1157/27 4 a 
247.10 |B 1144| 28 4 | \ | 
*A24711 |B 11.13 | 29 || a 
A24712 |B 11.10] 28 | # | 
A2.47.13 |B 10.88 | 28 | a 
A247.14 |B 10.48 | 26 | a 
A247.15 |B 10.41 | 30 \ a | 
A247.16 |B 9.91] 29 1, a | 
4247.17 |B 9.90 | 29 4 a 
24738 |B 9.77) 27 | | Form of A obscure 
worn 
4247.19 |B 9.39 | 29 a 
42.47.20 | 9.28 | 28 ja 
A247.21 |B 8.93 | 26 / 7 
A247.22 |B 8.13 | 27 | | o | 
A247.23 |B 7.93] 25 4 | a 
A2.47.3-4 Swiss Collection 1956 
A2475 Peirce 1948 acq. x. 27 
‘247.6 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
‘A247.7 Swiss Collection 1956 
‘A2.47,8-9 — Schindler 1960 
‘A2.47.10-12 Swiss Collection 1956 
‘AZ47.13 Peirce 1948 acq. 11. vi. 26 
‘A2.47.14 Swiss Collection 1956 
AZ4715 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
‘82.47.16 Whittemore 
A2.47.17-19 Swiss Collection 1956 
‘82.47.20 Schindler 1960 
‘2.47.21 Swiss Collection 1956 
2.47.22 Schindler 1960 
‘42.47.23 Whittemore 
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Size ] 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse ate 
Wt | ‘sition | 
| Var. 48 | 
| Nimbus cross with *! in upright 976(?)- 
limb and two pellets in 1030/35 
| lateral limbs, book with #8, 
inser. with —- — above and beneath 
A248.1 |B 19.34) 34 | Form of A obscure 
"4248.2 |B 17.93| 33 | A | 
A248.3 |B 16.18) 31 4 | Form of A obscure | 
4248.4 |£ 1430/33 | | Form of A obscure 
worn 
| | Var. 49 
| As Var. 48, but with pellet to 1. and r. 
| of upright limb of nimbus cross 
A249.1 A 15.06 | 32 || Form of A obscure 
¥A2492 (E 13.75/34 | a 
A249.3 |B 12.52] 32 4 A 
| | Var. 50 
| | Nimbus cross with crescent in 
upright limb and two pellets in 
| lateral limbs, book with FB, 
| inser. with — ww — above and beneath 
\B 17.22 | 34 5 | Form of A obscure 


A2.50.1 


A248 





AZAR 
A24B.2 
A2AB3-4 
A249.1 
A249.2 


A249.3 
2.50.1 








‘Bellinger gives the ornament in the upright limb of the cross as 
are normally joined to the central one, w 


Swiss Collection 1956 
W.— Rk 
Schindler 1960 











is square in shape. 


but the corner pellets 


The central pellet of the ornament in the upright limb of the cross is perhaps circular, 


not square. 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 
Schindler 1960 


W. (Basil IT) 24-25, R. 1954 


Schindler 1960 
Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 
W.—, R. 1963 
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Size | ] ] 
No. Merl | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
; sition 











4250.2 |a@ 1661 | 32 7 Form of A obscure | 976(?)~ 
*A2503 |B 15.79/35 $| Form of A obscure | ¢.1030/35 
A250.4 |a 15.06) 31 \ Form of A obscure 
02505 |B 13.34] 31 / A 
pieroed | 
Var. 51 
| ‘Nimbus cross with two pellets, book with FB, 
inser. with — + — above and beneath 
(A251) (Bellinger 51, from | 
i | Corinth) | 
| Contemporary Imitations 
Same inser. Same inser. 
| | (blundered) and | (blundered), with 
type, with varying | varying ornaments 
| ornaments | 
*A2521 | 1145 28 \ €M4EIM | FlhShn|[hRUITY | 
| Nimbus cross with | BASILE||bAILE, | 
, book obscure with Wy 
| | ornaments 








A2.50.2 Swiss Collection 1956 

‘2.50.3. Schindler 1960 

‘A2.50.4 Swiss Collection 1956 

‘A2.50.5 Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi. 25 

(A251) Bellinger gives the ornaments on the cross and book as uncertain, but Miss Edwards, 
who had subsequently discovered material to work with, gives them as two pellets and 
cone pellet respectively. 

A252 Contemporary counterfeits have not generally been included in this Catalogue, save 
occasionally in footnotes, but it seems desirable to publish such imitations of Class A as 
are available at Dumbarton Oaks, since they evidently formed an important element, 
if possibly a localized one, in the circulating medium. Bellinger has published a plate 
of contemporary imitations, and Gerassimov has recorded the finding of an entire hoard 
of counterfeits in Bulgaria (‘“Fausses monnaies antiques de Vempereur byzantin Jean 
Zimisces,” Bull, de U'Tnstitut archéologique bulgare, 17 [1950], 313-15). There is no hard 
and fast way of distinguishing between the categories of regular issues and imitations; 
blundered inscriptions, defective letter forms, and mixtures of ormaments or types are 
the only real criteria. Some imitations may well have been included in the regular issues 
catalogued above, o.g., A2.41.12, 

2.52.1 Whittemore 
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sition | 
| | 
*A2.52.2 |AL 8.76 | 24 | | Inscr. illegible. Inscr. retrograde | 976(?)- 
Nimbus cross with | and blundered, | ¢.1030/35 
<*, book obscure | ornaments off flan | 
*A252.3 8.20 | 24 || XEMMANOVHA | Inscr. correct but | 
Nimbus cross with | lettering crude, 
two pellets, book» — 0 ~ [above 
| with and] beneath 
A2524 |B 7.76 | 25 | Inscr. illegible. Inscr. correct but 
Nimbus cross with x, | lettering crude, 
book obscure — [above 
i | and] beneath 
0252.5 | 7.54] 25 4] INNV[ Inscr. correct, 
| Nimbus cross with _| ornaments off flan 
i two pellets, book 
j with i | 
*A2.52.6 + | Inser. off flan. Inscr. correct but | 
Nimbus cross with | lettering crude, 
book obscure | atm above | 
[and | 
beneath) 
A252.2-4 Swiss Collection 1956 
‘4252.5 Whittemore 


4252.6 


‘Swiss Collection 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po-| | Reverse | Date 
sition 
ae = eee ee eae 
Class B 
| +emmaNOVHA | BS €.1030/35- 
Bust of Christ 7 DAS ILE | 1042(?) 
| (Type VIIb) facing, | bAS ILE | 
| bearded, with cross | Crosson base and | 
| nimbus having Hin | two steps, pellet at 
| each arm and pellet in| each end of upper 
each upper quarter, | arms 
wearing tunic and 
| himation; r. hand j 
| raised in blessing | 
in sling of cloak, 1. H 
holds book, with * on | 
cover, from beneath. 
In field, IC XC | 
B1 | 18.04/32 7) | 
B2 |# 17.70/35 4| | 
B3 |@ 17.07) 33 4} | Overstruck on rev. 
| | | of Class A2.1 | 
B4 |B 1653/30 4 | 
BS |E 1638/30 /| | 
BO (B 16.11/34 7) | 





B.I-44 The obverse type of Class 1B is identical with that of Class A, the {+} on the Gospel Book 
being found on several varieties of this. Its ornaments represent a fusion of those of Va- 
rieties 47 (0! on book, [1 in cross) and 49 (pellets in upper quarters of cross). The obverse 
inscription is rarely legible in its entirety, but details have not been noted since it seems 
to be invariable, The fact of overstriking has becn noted in whichever column (obv. oF rev.) 
there shows the clearer impression of the earlier type. The b’s in the reverse inscription have 
the form of an upright stroke thickened in its lower part, with scarcely any loop visible, as 
had been the case with some varieties of Class A2. 

B.1— Whittemore 
'W. (Michael IV) 6-15, R. 1977-81 

B2 Whittemore 











B3 Swiss Collection 1956 
B4 Schindler 1960 
1948 acq. vi. 26 
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“Sie 


























No. ai Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
F | sition 

| | 

B7 |B 15.71/34 4) | 6.1030/35- 

“Bg jm 14.62/30 || | 1042(?) 

B9 | 13.28 | 30 \,| Overstruck on rev. | 
| of Class A2 | 

Bio |B 1313/28 4) 

Blt |B 1291) 30 4) | 

Bi2 | 1287/30 | | 

BAZ |B 12.73 | 32 / | 

Bl4 | 12.60] 30 1 | 

BAS |# 1250/30 4) 

Bio | 12.48/28 | 

BA? | 12.47 | 32 \ 

Bas | 1242/31 4 

B19 |# 12.41/30 || Double struck 

B20 |B 1197| 30 \ 

Bll |# 1193/35 4 | 

B22 | 11.91|29 4 | 

B23 |e 11.91/28 | | 

B24 |B 11.64/29 4 | | 

B25 [a 11.50| 32 | 

B26 |B 11.26] 31 | | 

B.27 |B 11.25 | 32 /| | Overstruck on | 
| Class A2 

B28 |@ 11.19| 29 4 

Bs Peirce 1948 acq. x. 27 

B9-10 Schindler 1960 

B.11-12 Whittemore 

B13 Peirce 1948 from Fejer 

B.14-15 Whittemore 

B16 Schindler 1960 

B17 Peirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 

B18 Peirce 1948 

Bag Peirce 1948 acq. iii. 26 

B20 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

B21-22 Whittemore 

B23 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 

B.24-25 Whittemore 

B26 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

B27 — Whittemore 


B28 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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] | Size ] 
wo. | Métal | pie Po- obverse 
sition 
| eee 
B29 [aw 1.15 | 27 \ | ¢.1030/35~ 
B30 | 11.05) 27 7 | 1042(2) 
Bat |B 10.98 | 28 "| j 
B32 | 10.94/31 4 Overstruck on | 
| Class A241 
B33 | 1082| 29 1 
B34 | 10.81 | 27 | 
B3s |# 10.77|29 4 | 
B36 |B 10.75) 28 | | 
B37 |m 1054| 30 | | 
B38 | 10.49/30 \! Overstruck on. 
| | | Class 2 
B39 |B 1034/30 4 | 
*B40 | 10.28) 30 | i 
B41 | 10.21 | 30 \, 
B42 |# 10.19/31 1 Overstruck on 
| | Class A2 
B43 |AB 10.08 | 29 4 | 
B44 | 10.07 | 29 | | 
BAS ie 10.00 | 31 4) | Overstruck on 
Class A 
B46 |B 9.95 | 29 | 
Ba |B 9.93| 29 | 
BAS (E 9.86 | 28 / 





B29 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 
B30 Peirce 1948 

B31 Whittemore 

B.32 Schindler 1960 

B33 Whittemore 

B.34 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

B,35-36 Whittemore 

B37 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. xii. 30 

B.38-40 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

B41 Schindler 1960 

B.42-43. Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

B44 Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 28 

B45 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

B46 Schindler 1960 

B47 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 
B48 Peirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 
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Size | 
No, | Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
sition 





jee 
| 


BA9 lie 9.60 | 27 








1 | €.1030/35~ 
BSO |B 958 28 | 1042(?) 
BSt |E 9.54/29 4 | 
B52 E 9.45 | 29 | 
B53 £ 9.34/30 4) Overstruck on 
Class A 
BS4 |£ 9.11/33 4| | 
B55 z 910 | 29 4 | 
B56 |B 851/28 | 
BST |E a8 | 30 4 Overstruck on 
Class A | 
B58 7.99/25 4. | | 
B59 7.49/29 4 | 
B60 674 | 31 4 | 
pierced | 
BGl EB 662) 24 4 
flan much j 
cut down | 
B62 EB 615/29 4) | 
B63 4 513/27 |) Very thin flan Overstruck on | 
Class A 


| 
“B64 7.82 | 30 | | Countermarked a | 
very worn} | 





B49 Whittemore 

B.50 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 
B51 Schindler 1960 

B52 Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 29 

B53 Whittemore 

B.54 Peirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 

B.55-57 Whittemore 

B58 Schindler 1960 

B.59-62 Whittemore 

B63 Schindler 1960 

B.64 Schindler 1960 from Weidling 21. vii. 53 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
We | sition | 
| Eleventh Century Imitations | 
| | (a) With normal ornaments 6.1090 
*Ba | 9.14 | 25 | | Inscr.illegible.Xto | [ JMASIINNIAS IE | 
1, C tor, 


| | (b) With no oby. inser. and 2! in the 
| | nimbus cross, details of book illegible 


*BbA |B 9.87) 25 4 | tol, Xillegible. | [ WAS ICJMAS LE | 
| Overstruck on rev. | Part of nimbus and | 
| of Class H, with 1. | head of Christ, and 

| | part of patriarchal | {C and ornament on 
| cross and floral | book, visible from 
ornament visible | obv. of Class H j 
*Bb.2 | 6.73 | 28 4 | IC XL Overstruck on [J IAS IIE|’AS He 





i Class G, of which | Nimbus of Virgin | 
| the border of large from Class G visible 

| i pellets is visible to r. | above 
*Bb3 |E 5.85/25 t| Coffflan, XC with IS XIlAS [JAS] 





| 
} pellet above to r. | Right side of bust of | 
Overstruck on rev. Christ, with IC and | 

| of Class K, with pellet border, visible 


| | halflength figure of | (inverted) to r. 
| | the Virgin with 
| | raised hands just | 
visible | 











Ba _Swiss Collection 1956 
W.—,R.— 

“The blundering of the inscription and the crude style of both the design and lettering condemn 
this as a forgery. 

Bb.1-§ This group of imitations is very strange. The coins are all alike in having no obverse 
inscriptions other than {C XC, nimbus ornaments ‘+ instead of [, and several regularly 
recurring errors on the reverse (b either reduced to | or ” or dropped entirely, S for §, I for L). 
One is overstruck on Class H and two on Class K, so they are evidently much later in date 
than the original issue of Class B. Two, Bb.1 and Bb.2, are clearly the work of a single 
die-sinker of some artistic competence, while the dies for Bb.5 were made by someone with 
no competence at all. The existence of so many specimens may suggest that a variety of 
Class B having ‘-| in the nimbus cross may have been briefly struck in a regular mint, but 
even the best of ‘the specimens here (Bb.4) seems to me an imitation. Since the series is 
clearly deserving of study the coins, although imitations, have been included here. 

Bb.1 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30, lot 1984 
W.—, R. 1982-4 

Bb.2-3 Swiss Collection 1956 
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wo. | Met | piePo) obverse Reverse Date 
‘we sition 
Bb4 £ 5.09| 25 || X visible tor. | CHAS IE JIAS HIE] | ¢.1090 
| | Traces of illegible 
| overstriking above 
*BbS |E 3.16/25 || tol, XCillegible. | JS XCi[]AS 
Overstruck on rev. | jf JAS Ile 
| | of Class K, of which 
the large pellets of | 
| the border are | 
visible bottom r. | | 
| 
Class C | 
+emmanovia = | KE 1042(?)- 
‘Three-quarter-length | in angles of jeweled | 1050 
figure of Christ Anti | cross with pellet at 
phonetes (Type IVc) | end of each arm 
facing, bearded, with | 
cross nimbus having | 
| pellet in each arm, 
| wearing tunic and 
| himation; r. hand 
raised in blessing 
in front of body; | | 
| 1. holds book with # 
on cover (usually 
obscure). In field, | 
| xe 
C1 (B 13.05 | 33 5 NIKA 
*C.2 |B 1252133 4 NIRA 
| pierced 
‘Bb.4-5 Swiss Collection 1956 
C.1-47 The obverse type represents the icon of Christ Antiphonetes, to which the Empress Zoe 
was particularly devoted and whose employment as a coin type permits its dating. A number 
of specimens have an uncalled-for abbreviation mark above NI KA. The number of pellets in 
the central panel of the book is sometimes three, not two, but this detail is usually obscure. 
C1 Swiss Collection 1956 


C2 


W. (Theodora) 6-16, R. 1998-2000 
Schindler 1960 
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ie ] 
No. aie | Sis: | Obverse i} Reverse Date 
Wt sition | 
[| | | 
c3 34 | NIRA | 1042(?)- 
CA 33} | Overstruck on | NIKA | «1050 
| Class A2 i 
CS 33. || Overstruck on 
Class B ' 
C6 | 33. 4 | Overstruck on | NIRA 
| Class A2 
C7 32 4) | NIRA 
C8 31 | | Overstruck on 
Class A2 or B i 
*C.9 |B 10.74 | 31 ,/ | 3 pellets in book 
C10 | 10.49 | 29 +] Overstruck on 
| | Class A2 | 
CA1 |B 10.46 | 32 |) Overstruck on | 
| | | Class B 
C12 | 10.22 | 27 4 Overstruck on 
| Class B 
c13 |e 10.08 | 26 4 | NRA i 
C4 | 10.07 | 31 | | Overstruck on 
Class B 
C15 A 10.03 31 | | Overstruck on 
| | Class B 
*c16 | 9.96 | 30 4 | 
C17 |B 9.95} 29 4) | NTRA 
C18 | 9.86) 28 | | Overstruck on 


| Class B 
C19 |B 9.65 | 28 | 
€3-5 Whittemore 





C6 Swiss Collection 1956 
©.7 Whittemore 

C8 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
€.9 Peirce 1948 from Ciani 15. i. 24 


C10 Whittemore 
C11 Swiss Collection 1956 
C12 Schindler 1960 
C.13-14 Whittemore 

C1516 Swiss Collection 1956 
C17 Whittemore 

C18 Schindler 1960 

C19 Peirce 1948 aca. vi. 26 
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Size | 
No, | Metal | pie Po- | Obverse | Reverse | Date 
We | ‘sition | 

| | 
C20 |B 9.23/28 4 1042(?)— 
cai lz 919/28 5 ©1050 
C22 |B 9.18) 30 
C23 |B 943) 30 \ 
C24 |B 9.09| 27 y | | 
C25 |B 9.06} 30 y | 
"C26 E 9.03| 31} | NIRA 
C27 |B 888) 30 || Overstruck on | 

| Class A2 
C28 |e 866] 27 |} 
*c29 |B 8.60/28 || 
C30 (ER 857/28 
C31 |B 8.57 | 28 \, | Overstruck on 
Class B 

C32 |B 8.14/28 4) Overstruck on 

| | Class B | 
C33 | 807) 28 y | 
C34 ja 7.85 | 29 || 3 pellets in book 
C35 |B 7.80) 29 | 
C36 |B 7.71, 30 4 
C37 |B 755/29 4 | 
C38 B 7.30/30 4 
*C.39 | 7.06 | 28 | | Overstruck on 

| Class B | 
20 Whittemore 
21-24 Whittemore 
©.25 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 


C.26-27 
C28 
c.29 
€.30-31 
c.32 
C33 
C34 
C35 
C36 
€.37-38 
C39 


‘Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 

Peirce 1948 from Boston 10. vi. 39 
‘Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from Lincoln via Schulman vi, 32 
‘Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 

Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 

Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 
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Size | 





























No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse If Reverse | pate 
Wt | sition | | 
iZ \ 
C40 EB 7.06] 30 4 Overstruck on 1042(?)- 
Class B 1050 
CAL |B 6.83 | 28 | | Overstruck on 
| Class A or B 
ca2 |B 651/28 4 NIKA 
C43 6.45/29 || Overstruck on 
| Class B | 
C44 |B 613/30 | } 
C45 \B 5.91| 32 || Overstruck on 
| Class A or B 
“C46 |B 8.47/30 4 Double struck. 
| | Countermarked 4 
CAT A 3.46) 25 || Only lower part of Only IC X[ and 
cut down | | standing figure on | upper part of cross 
| | fan on fian 
C48 |B 3.18) 23 4 | 
| worn and) | 
pierced | | 
C.40-43 Whittemore 
C44 Peirce 1948 
C45 Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler 25. xii. 27 
C46 Schindler 1960 from Graf 30. i. 44 
R, 2000 is another countermarleed specimen of this class. 
CATH, Weller 2. vii, 69 


C48 


‘This has been cut down, and the edges bevelled, apparently at the time. Possibly the cutting 
was done to make a half follis. 
Whittemore 
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Size 
No. | Meal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition 
| Class D 
| No inscription -+- €.1050- 
| | Christ seated on Isxs | «1060 
| | square-backed throne bASILE | 
(Type IIb) facing, bASIL | 
| bearded, with cross mu 
nimbus having pellet | 
in each arm, wearing | 
tunic and himation; 
| . hand raised in 
blessing in sling of | 
cloak; 1. holds book, 
with 2 on cover, 
| by spine on knee 
In field, CXC 
pa |e 1285 | 27 \| 
D2 |B 1266/31 4 Overstruck on 
| Class C 
D3 |B 11.96/30 4 
D4 (A 1032/32 J) Overstruck on 
Class B 
DS # 10.25| 30 \ 
D6 £ 10.11/28 4 





D.1-34 The obverse type of Christ probably represents a definite icon, as does that of Class C, but 
no identification has yet been made. The two b’s in the reverse inscription have the form 
of an upright stroke thickened in its lower part, as is the case with Class B. There is normally 
a distinction in form between the two strokes above the inscription, which are abbreviation 
marks and definite bars, and those below, which are thicker at the ends than in the middle 
and part of the — V — ornament. 

Dl Peirce 1948 
W. (Constantine X) 10-17, R. 2015-17 

D.2 Whittemore 

D.3 Peirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 

D4 — Schindler 1960 

D.5 Peirce 1948 from Raymond v. 28 

D.6 Whittemore 
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| Size 














No, | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
as sition 
| | 
p7 |B 1005/30 4 | Overstruck on | ¢.1050- 
| Class B ¢.1060 
D8 |£ 989/29 \| 
D9 |#& 970/31 4 
D10 | 9.59/28 | | 
Dil |# 9.50/29 ¥ | 
paz |e 922/27 4 | 
DA | 8.85. | 30 7 
DA4 |B 876 | 28 \ | | 
pis |e 868/29 | | Overstruck on | 
| Class C | 
D16 | 8.66 | 30 
DAT |B 858/25 \ 
D18 |B 85326 Y 
pao |e 842/31 4 | Overstruck on 
| | | Class B (?) 
“D.20 |B 8.29/30 4 
pai |z 823/33 4 
D.22 |B 8.08 | 29 || | 
p.23 |B 7.87/29 || Overstruck on 
Class | 
"D.24 |B 7.86 | 27 4 | 
D25 | 7.79/30 4) Overstruck on 
| Class C 








D.7 Peirce 1948 from Raymond v. 28 


D.8-9 Whittemore 
D.10 Schindler 1960 
D.11-12 Whittemore 


D3 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 


D.14— Whittemore 
DiS Peirce 1948 
D.16 Whittemore 


D.17 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii. 28 


D.18 Whittemore 


D.19 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii, 32 


D.20 Schindler 1960 
D.21 Swiss Collection 1956 
D.22 Whittemore 
D.23 Swiss Collection 1956 
D.24-27 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse itive Date 
| sition | 
p26 |g 7.79| 29 \ .1050- 
Dat |e 73827 \ 6.1060 
D2 EF 7.46 | 30 7 
p29 |B 7.03 | 29 \ | 
D.30 |B 6.93 | 33 || Overstruck on 
| Class | 
D31l # 656] 30 | 
D322 E 631/32 4 Overstruck on 
Class C 
D33 |B 6.26 | 29 4| No XC Large, badly formed 
| | lettering 
*D34 |B 671] 27 || Countermarked 
Class Da 
Same type Same inser., but 
— — above and 
—w — beneath | 
*Da | E 11.68 | 32. § | Overstruck on | 


D.28 
D.29 
D.30 
D.3t 
D.32 
D.33 


D.34 














Class C 





Peirce 1948 

Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 

‘Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 

‘Whittemore 

Perhaps a contemporary imitation 

Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler xi. 32 

The countermark is badly formed, but intended for 4, 

Schindler 1960 

W.—, R.— 

‘The obverse die of Class D made little impression on the flan of this specimen, though the 
faint outline of the seated Christ can be made out when the coin is held at the correct angle. 
It is not clear that the throne has a back, especially since the IC XC are on either side of 
the nimbus, instead of to either side of the throne. 

‘The reverse is almost entirely this unusual variant of the reverse of Class D, though part of 
the standing figure of Class C is just visible. Mr. Bellinger believes the coin to be a contem- 
porary imitation, but its style and general appearence point to its being the product of an 
imperial mint, though presumably struck with an early, experimental die. 
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Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we sition 
Class E 
| No inscription | -+- 1060 
| | Bust of Christ, | Is xs 
(Type VID) facing, bASILE 
bearded, with cross BASIL’ 
| nimbus having one -u- | 
pellet in upright arm 
and two in each j 
lateral arm, wearing 
| tunic and himation; 
r. hand raised in 
i blessing in sling of | 
| cloak, I. holds book, | 
| with % on cover, from 
beneath. In field 
exe | 
E1 |B 949/28 4 | 
E2 |B 9.21/27 4 
“E3 | 9.17 | 28 \.| Overstruck by | 
reverse of Class G__| | 
E.1-8 This obverse type is the same as that of Classes A and B, but with a variant in the nimbus 
omaments and no inscription, The reverse inscription and ornaments continue those of 
Class D. The overstrike recorded by Johnson (above, p. 637 note 20) shows that the class 
was issued during the reign of Constantine X. 
E1 Schindler 1960 





W. (Isaac I) 5-6, R. 2009 
Swiss Collection 1956 

‘Schindler 1960 

This coin technically belongs to Class G, not Class E, but the impression of Class G is so 
faint—it is limited to the lower part of the bust of the Virgin and her raised hands, which 
are visible to the upper left of the obverse of the coin—that it is better classified with 
Class E. It caused Mr. Bellinger much difficulty, since he assumed that the clearer impression 
‘was necessarily the later one and that Class E was consequently here overstruck on Class G, 
though all other evidence points to Class G being the later issue. The part of the flan with 
the impression of Class G, however, is thinner than the rest of the coin, which shows that it 
represents the later strike, the blow being a glancing one and the impression not ‘‘taking"” 
‘elsewhere on the surface. 
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Size 
No. ies Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
+ | sition 
*E4 |B 885/27 / 6.1060 
*E5 |B 7.21| 28 || Overstruck by | 
| Class G | | 
lz 5.90) 29 || | 
E 5.86 | 25 \, | | 
worn j 
ES |B 5.80/27 4 | 
worn | 
| Class E Var. 
Same type, but one | Same inser. and 
pellet in each arm of | ornaments 
cross and | 
book | 
“Ea |B 8.53. 27 \ 
E4 Swiss Collection 1956 
E5 Schindler 1960 
All that has “taken” of Class G is part of the conspicuous pellet border, which has eliminated 
the first letter to the left of each line of the reverse inscription 
E.6 Swiss Collection 1956 
ET Schindler 1960 
E8 — Whittemore 
Ea Peirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 





WwW. R— 


‘The ornament on the Gospel Book could conceivably be three rows of three pellets, but what 





appear to be pellets in the corners are probably corrosion marks and only those of 
certain, 


are 
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Size | 
No, | Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we sition 
| Class F | 
No inscription | -+- | e.1060- 
| Christ seated on | Is xs | 6.1065 
| backless throne (Type bASILE j 
| II) facing, bearded, bASIL* | 
| | with cross nimbus + | 
| | having pellet in each | 
arm, wearing tunic } 
| and himation; r. | 
hand raised to side in | 
| blessing, 1. hand holds 
| book, with 2 on 
| | cover, by spineon | 
knee, In field, (C XC 
*F.1  11.07| 28 4 | Pellet in each arm of | 
nimbus cross. Over~ 
| | struck on ClassE | 
j | and overstruck by | 
| Class G 
F2 |B 1034) 29 /| Corroded and Overstruck on rev. | 
illegible of Class C | 
F3 |B 877/29 4| Overstruck on 
| Class E, nimbus cross 
visible 
F.1-15 Our specimens of this class are in exceptionally poor condition, and it is only on a few of 
them that all the details can be made out. 
Fl Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 29 
W. (Michael VI) 3-7, R. 2005 
This coin, like E.3, technically belongs to Class G, but since the main impression is that of 
Class Fit is placed here, All that is stil visible of Class E is, on the obverse, part of the nimbus 
of Christ, The presence of one pellet in the upright and two in the left arm of the cross 
identities the class for certain. These two strikings flattened most of the surface, and it was 
only on still thick portions of the edge that the die of Class G made any mark, with FP in 
the lower left and part of the pellet border in the lower right part of the obverse. 
F.2 Swiss Collection 1956 


F3 


Schindler 1960 
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| Size 
No. diet Die Po- Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
We. 
| sition 
| | a ee 
| | 
Fa |e 8727 4 €.1060- 
worn c.1065 
FS |B 846/28 4 
FO | 8.36 26 4 
7 |a& 7.66 | 28 
FS |a@& 7.60| 28 
F9 |B 7.56} 29 || Overstruck on 
| Class E 
Fio |@ 7.35/26 \ 
Flt |B 6.72/26 
“P12 |B 660/27 / 
F132 E 641/26 + 
Fld |E 603/28 4 
Fis |B 5.40] 26 4 
Fa ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
F5 Schindler 1960 
F.6-7 — Swiss Collection 1956 
FB 
Fd ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
F.10 Whittemore 
Fat Peirce 1948 from St. Lonis Coin Co. vi. 29 
F.12 Schindler 1960 
F.13_ Whittemore 
‘This is the only specimen on which the fingers of Christ’s left hand, holding the Gospel Bool: 
by its outer edge, are clear. 
F.14 Whittemore 


FAs 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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| Size | 
No, | Métal | is Po- obverse ce. \f inet 
+ | sition 
| 
| Class G 
| No inscription No inscription .1065- 
Bust of Christ | Bust of the Virgin | .1070 
(Type IXa) facing, | facing, nimbate, | 
bearded, with cross | orans, wearing tunic | 
nimbus, wearing and maphorion. In| 
| tunic and himation; | field, FP OV. Border | 
| r, hand blessing of large pellets | 
inwards in sling of 
| cloak, scroll held in 1 | 
| In field, (€ XC. Border 
| | of large pellets 
JB 11.87/28 4 | | | 
JB 11.80| 28 | | 
IZ 11.10/29 4 H 
10.20/28 4 | | 
IB 9.791 29 | | 
IB 9,75 | 29 4 | i 
IE 9.06 | 28 \ | 
E 8.34) 27 4) | 
IE 830/28 4 | Double struck 

















G.1-28 Class G has a novel bust of Christ, with a scroll instead of a book, and is the first copper coin 
to bear a representation of the Virgin. Although specimens are usually overstruck, both 
images are generally sharp, as if special pains were taken over them. Since they occur both 
under and over signed coins of Romanus IV they must be dated to his reign. Bellinger 
considers that they may have been struck at some mint different from both that responsible 
for Classes E and F and that of the signed coins, partly because of the complications involved 
in their overstriking and partly because of their notable change in type and their border of 
large pellets. He may well be correct, but in the absence of positive evidence I prefer to leave 
‘them to Constantinople. 

GA Schindler 1960 
W. (Constantine IX) 19-25, R. 1991-3 

G.2-4 Whittemore 

G5 Schindler 1960 

G6 Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 29 

G7 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 

G.8-9 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. Metal |Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We: sition 
*G.10 | 8.20/27 | Double struck ©.1065— 
Git | 7.92] 28 4) Overstruck on | 1070 
| Class F | 
"G12 la 7.92 28 || Countermarked Jie 
worn | | 
G13 | 7.36| 27 4 | Overstruck | 
G14 |B 7.36/27 4 | 
Gis |#& 7.23/26 || Double struck | Double struck 
G16 |B 7.21/28 4) | 
*G.17 |B 7.00] 27 || | 
G18 |B 659/28 | | Overstruck on obv. 
| of Constantine X, 
| | Class 2 
G19 AB 655) 26 4| | 
G20 |B 6.50/26 || Overstruck on obv. 
| | of Constantine X, 
| Class 2 
Ga |B 635/27 \ | 
| very worn | | 
G22 |m 6.48 | 27 | Double struck | 
G23 |B 616) 27 y | 
G24 |B 6.05) 26 ¥ | 
G25 [aw 5.69/28 | Overstruck on Con- 
| stantine X, Class 1 
| (FKOIN and €VAK 
| |_ visible) | 
G.10-11 Schindler 1960 
GA2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
G13 Whittemore 
G.14 Peirce 1948 from Leblane (Boston) 10. vi. 39 
G5 Schindler 1960 
G.16 Peirce 1948, 
G7 Schindler 1960 
G18 Whittemore 
G19 Peirce 1948 from Ciani x. 25 
G.20 Schindler 1960 
G21 Whittemore 
G.22 Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 29 
G23 Schindler 1960 
G.24 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 


6.25 


Peirce 1948 
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Size 





| Metal 
No. Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition | | 
G26 \# 5.43| 27 4| Overstruck | 6.1065- 
G27 | 3.93 | 26 || Overstruck on | 6.1070 
eeyaworn | Class F | 
G28 |B 3.79/30 \.) Overstruck; very | 
| | thin flan | 
| Class H 
| No inscription No inscription ¢.1070- 
Bust of Christ Patriarchal cross 6.1075 


| (Type VIIb) facing, | with one large pellet 


| Dearded, with crosss | and two small 
| nimbus having X in | pellets at each 
| arm, wearing tunic extremity and floral 
and himation; r.hand | ornament to I. and r. 
blessing inwards in _at base 


| | sling of cloak, 1. holds | 
| book, with ‘+ on. 

| cover from beneath. | 
| In field, (C XC 








HA B 867 | 29 || Overstruck on 
| Class F. Little of 
‘upper type visible 
H2 |B 7.76|27 4) 











G.26 Schindler 1960 

G27 Whittemore 

G.28 Peirce 1948 from Ciani x. 25 

HL1-19 The obverse of this class marks a retum to the more usual representation of Christ, but with 
a different ornament in the nimbus. The reverse type, that of a patriarchal cross on leaved 
base, is new on the coinage. It is discussed in the Introduction, p. 176. Specimens of Class H 
are frequently found overstruck by signed coins of Nicephorus III, which gives their 
approximate date. The coins at Dumbarton Oaks are all in poor condition, much worn and 
corroded, as seems to be normal for the surviving small change of the 1070's and 1080's. 

H.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. —, R. 2497-8 (as Edessa) 

H.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 
se | Nest |piBo.| oben seo | oad 
} We | sition | 
| | 
H3 |# 7.46/27 || Overstruck on rev. €.1070- 
of Class D, E, or F ©1075 
H4 |# 7.44/28 4 | 
*HS | 7.34| 29 “| Overstruck on Con- 
stantine X, Class 1 
H6 |B 7.23/26 4 | 
“HT |B 7.14/26 4 
HS EB 6.90 | 28 
HO |# 632/27 4 | | 
HAO |B 6.21/25 4 | | 
HA1 |# 617/31 4} Double struck 
pierced | 
HA2 |B 616| 26 4 
H.13 | 6.02 | 26 | | Overstruck on rev. | | 
| of Class D, E, or F | 
H.14 |B 5,72) 27 || Overstruck on rev. 
| of Class D or E | 
HAS |& 5.62| 28 4 | | 
H16 |E 5.31/25 4 | | 
HiT |& 5.30/24 7 
H18 |B 5.13/28 4 
H19 |B 485 | 25 \ | 
H.3-4 Schindler 1960 from ‘rinks 1898 
H.5 Swiss Collection 1956 
H6 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
HT ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
H8 Peirce 1948 
H.9-10 Whittemore 
H.l1 Whittemore 
Peculiar double striking on elongated flan 
12-13 Si Collection 1956 
H14 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
TAS Swiss Collection 1956 
H.16 Schindler 1960 
HAT Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
H.18 Swiss Collection 1956 
H.19 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
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Size 
eee eral est > ete ae 
we ‘ 
Class I 
| No inscription No inscription 1075- 
| Bust of Christ Latin cross with one | .1080 
| | (Type VID) facing, | large and two small 
having long, slightly | pellets at each 
| forked beard and extremity, small 
| cross nimbus with cross at intersection, 
| one pellet in each and pellet with floral 
| arm of cross, ornaments to 1. and 
| wearing tunic and rat base. Above, | 
himation; r. hand | crescents to I. and r. 
| blessing inwards in 
| sling of cloak, 1. holds | | 
| | book, with ‘+ on | | 
| | cover, from beneath. i 
In field, (© XC | | 
Il |B 7.27/26 | Double struck i 
“12 |B 7.04/27 4 Overstruck on | 
Class G | 
13 | 7.03 | 28 || Overstruck on i 
Class H | 
14 |# 6.90| 28 4 | Beard not forked Overstruck on 
Class C | 
1.1-64 This class has the same general appearance as Class H, with bust of Christ and leaved cross, 
but differs in detail. The bust of Christ (Type VIIb) has a longer beard, the nimbus ornament 
is different, and the book is held at a slight angle instead of horizontally. The cross on the 
reverse is @ simple instead of a patriarchal one and has a small cross at the intersection and 
two crescents in the upper quarters. The latter are peculiar, for one would expect to find 
the star and crescent (i.c., sun and moon) that in Early Christian and Byzantine art 
frequently accompany representations of the Crucifixion, but they are evidently of some 
significance, since on Class K a erescent was to be introduced even more conspicuously to 
replace the leaved base of the cross, The coins are dated by being fairly frequently overstruck 
cn signed folles of Michael VIT. The lighter specimens are usually struck on very thin flans. 
Ld ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W. —, R. 2493-6 (as Edessa) 
12 Schindler 1960 
13 Swiss Collection 1956 


La 


‘Whittemore 
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| | Size 
No, Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt. sition 

15 |B 6.6827 4 1075— 
16 |B 653/26 4 1080 
17 |m@ 682/27 4 

18 |B 648/27 4 

19 |B 6.43 | 28 || Double struck 

110 |B 640/23 | 

111 |B 610/23 4 

Liz |#& 5.98) 27 | 

113 | 5.87 | 26 || Overstruck on 

| Michael VIL 
114 |B 5.86 | 25 4 | 
“115 |B 5.86 | 25 \| Overstruck on 
| Michael VIL 

116 | 5.78 | 24 | i | 
Li7 |Z 569/25 /” | | 
1.18 |B 5.66 | 28 ,/| Double struck | 
*L19 |B 5.55/25 4 | 
120 |E 5.48] 24 | 
121 |B 5.34/25 | \ | 
122 |B 532/25 4 | | 
123) | 5.30/22 4! | | 
124 |B 5.29/25 | 

125 |B 5.25/25 | 
126 |B 5.19) 25 | 
15-9 Swiss Collection 1956 
110-12 Whittemore 
113 Schindler 1960 

114 Whittemore 
115 Friend 1957 

116 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 
I.17 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
118 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
1.19 Schindler 1960 from Trinks 1898, 
1.20 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii, 29 
1.21 Swiss Collection 1956 
1.22 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
1.23 Peirce 1948 
1.24 Swiss Collection 1956 
1.25 ‘Whittemore 


1.26-28 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS I 























Size | 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
we sition | 
| | | 
127 |B 5.18/24 4 | e.1075~ 
128 | 5.08] 23 4} | c.1080 
129 |B 5.06 | 28 \ | 
130 |B 495 | 27 || Overstruck on | 
| Michael VII 
131 BB 495/24 4 | 
132 |B 4.84/24 \,| Double struck | 
133 # 481 | 25 | Double struck 
134 |B 4.75 | 24 | Double struck 
135 # 474) 23 4 | Double struck 
136 |B 4.63) 24 + | | 
137 |B 462/23 4 
1.38 | 4.47/25 || Overstruck on Con- 
| stantine X and 
| | Eudocia i 
139 |B 437|24 4 
140 B 436/25 || Double struck 
141 |B 430/26 4 
142 |B 4.21| 24 \.| Overstruck on 
| Constantine X 
414 B 415/22 4] 
144 B 4.10) 23 \ 
145 |B 407/25 4 | 
146 |B 3.94/23 | | 
1.29 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
130 Whittemore 
131 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
1.32 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
1.33-34 Swiss Collection 1956 
1.35 Schindler 1960 
1.36 Peirce 1948 from Prince Philipp Sale 
137 Schindler 1960 
1.38 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
139 Swiss Collection 1956 
1.40 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
I-41 Swiss Collection 1956 
142 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
143 Whittemore 


1.4446, 


Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
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| Size 
No, | Métal | Die Po- owvene | Reverse Date 
+ | sition | 
147 |B 3.89/25 4 1075- 
148 |B 3.83/23 / 1080 
149 |E 3.83] 23 \ 
150 |B 3.79/27 4 | | 
“151 |B 3.78 | 26 7 \ 
152 |B 3.65] 21 4 | 
very worn | | 
153 |B 359/23 || 
154 |B 3.41/25 \ 
very worn 
155 |B 3.40/26 \ 
156 |# 3.13 26 \,| Thin flan | 
157 | 3.04 | 25 \,| Double struck 
“158 |B 3.02/27 \ 
159 |B 287/22 4 | | 
160 |B 2.85| 25 \ | 
161 |& 2.74/26 4 
eee | 
1.62 |# 2.72] 24 | | Overstruck on | 
| Michael VII | | 
163 |B 2.64/25 4 | 
164 | 142/24 | | 
1.47-48 Swiss Collection 1956 
149 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
1.50-51 Swiss Collection 1956 
152 Whittemore 
153 Swiss Collection 1956 
1.54 Whittemore 
155 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
156 Whittemore 
1.37 Swiss Collection 1956 
158 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
1.59 Swiss Collection 1956 
1.60 Whittemore 
1.61 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
1.62 Schindler 1960 from Trinks 1898 
1.63-64 Swiss Collection 1956 


ANONYMOUS FOLLBS ~ CLASS J 














| Size 
No. | we Die Po- Obverse | Reverse | Date 
| sition 
Class J 
No inscription No inscription | ¢.1080- 
| Bust of Christ Panto- | Latin cross with | ¢.1085 
crator (Type VIIle) | large pellet and two 
| facing, bearded, with | small pellets at each 
| cross behind head | extremity. Beneath 
| having “on each the cross, large 
arm, wearing tunic crescent. To I. and 
and himation; r. r., above and below, 
hand raised in large pellets 
blessing in sling of surrounded by small 
cloak, 1. clasps book _ pellets 
| to breast. In upper 
| angles of cross, two 
| crescents. In field, 
IC XC 
JA |B 7.48 | 26 | | Overstruck on rev. 


of Nicephorus III 
whose type makes 
Class J hardly 

visible 





J.1-14 The Pantocrator bust without nimbus is unusual, but in its main features this type does not 


ya 


greatly differ from the one preceding it. The significance of the large crescent, replacing the 
leaved base of the cross in Classes H and I and doubled by the two smaller crescents on the 
obverse, is unexplained, Some of the coins (¢.g., J.11, 12, 14) are on larger and thinner flans 
than the others, these being presumably coins of earlier classes hammered flat before 
restriking. No details of the cover of the Gospel Book are visible on the majority of the 
specimens at D.O., but on J.2, 3, 4, and probably 9 it has the row of outer pellets, and one 
or two pellets in the field on either side of the thumb or first finger, characteristic of the 
Pantocrator bust (above, p. 168). On J.10, however, the book is decorated X and is held 
from beneath, so the bust is not a true Pantocrator one, and the same may be true of others 
on which the details are invisible. 

‘Miss Thompson assigns Classes J-L to 1081-1118, since they belong to the reign of 
Alexius I, but their issue ended with the monetary reform of 1092. 
Swiss Collection 1956 
W.—, R. 2499 





ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASS J 701 








Size ] ] 
No, | Metal | pie Po Obverse | Reverse | Date 
Aiks sition 
| 
J2 |B 7.25 | 26 4| Pellets on book } ¢.1080- 
| | visible 1085 
*J3 |B 699 | 25 || Pellets on book 
visible 
J4 |B 6.46 | 24 4) Pellets on book 
| visible 


J5 (|B 641 | 25° || Overstruck on 
Class I, with trace of | 
Class C beneath 
J6 | 615] 23 \| | 
J7 | 5,90] 26 || Overstruck on 

| | Class H (?) 
js EB 5.75 | 25 \ | Overstruck on 

| Class I 
*J.9 |B 5.56/23 | Outline of pelletted 

| | | edge of cover visible 
Jao | 5.45 23 || Book x 

| pierced 
Jat |B 539/27 4 
Jaz |B 419 25 | Overstruck on | 
| | Class H, with trace of 
E or F beneath | 











Jaa |B 416 | 23 
JA4 |B 3.75) 27N 











J.2 Whittemore 
J.3 Swiss Collection 1956 
lustrated in Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 2.18 


Grierson 1960 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 

Schindler 1960 from Dr, Ehrendort 26. iv. 54 
Schindler 1960 from Trinks 1898 

Illustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 2.19 
10 Schindler 1960 from Trinks 1898 

1 Schindler 1960 

12-14. Swiss Collection 1956 





J. 
J. 
J. 
J. 
1 
J. 
J. 
J 
J. 
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Size | 
No. Metal | pie Do. | Obverse Reverse | Date 
we | ee | 
(ia | 7 a to __| 
| | Class K 
|_ No inseription | No inscription 61085- 
| Bust of Christ Half-length figure of | ¢.1092 
| (Type ViIb) facing, | the Virgin facing, 
with cross nimbus | nimbate, orans, 
| having one pellet in | wearing tunic and 
| | each arm of cross, maphorion. To 1, 
| wearing tunic and M; tor, OV 
| | himation; r. hand Border of large 
| raised in blessing in | pellets 
| | sling of cloak, 1. | | 
| holds book, with =| | 
| on cover, from | 
| beneath. In field, | 
| IC XC. Border of | 
| large pellets 
KA | 8.80) 25. ? | Overstruck on 
Class J 
K2 |B 8.22/31 ? | Overstruck on Countermarked "5" i 
| | Class J, with trace of | 
| earlier class beneath | 
K3 |B 7.82/25 4 
K4 |B 7.29] 28 \.| Overstruck on 
Class J | | 
K5 |# 7.29| 26 4 | Overstruck on | 
| Class J 
K.1-26 This type has a superficial resemblance to that of Class G, but the bust of Christ is of a 
more usual type, holding book instead of scroll, and the reverse shows the half-length figure 
of the Virgin, not simply her bust. The globules in the border are also much larger in size. 
A high proportion of specimens are overstruck, often very perfunetorily, on Class J. On three 
coins, K.1, 2, and 11, so little of the obverse has “taken” that the die axes cannot be made out. 
K.1__ Swiss Collection 1956 
W.—, R. 1994-5 
K.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
This coin was evidently flattened before restriking. ‘The letters of the countermark seem to 
represent mr, and their meaning is obscure. 
K3 Whittemore 
K4 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 29 


K5-6 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
F sition 
K6 |B 6.76/25 | Overstruck on €.1085~ 
Class J 1092 
K7 |B 653|24\ 
K8 | 650) 25 \| Overstruck on 
| Class J 
K9 |B 6.30) 28 4 | Overstruck on 
| Class I 
*K.10 |Z 5.94) 25 4] 
Kl A 5.90] 25?) Overstruck on 
| | Class J 
K12 |B 5.79) 23 7 
K13 | 5.69 | 27 || Countermarked jaa | Overstruck on 
| Class J 
K.14 | 5.65| 26 4) Overstruck on 
i] Class D 
Ks |B 5.46 | 28 || Overstruck on 
| | Class J 
K16 |B 5.21/24 ¢) Overstruck on 
| Class J 
*K17 |B 5.20/22 | 
K18 |B 5.03) 21 \) 
K19 |z 483/21 4) 
K20 |E 4.79 | 26 $| Overstruck on 
| | Class E 
K.21 |B 4.68 25 |) Overstruck on 
| | Class J 
K.7_— Whittemore 
K-89 Swiss Collection 1956 
K.10 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
Illustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 2.21 
Kilt Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
K.A2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 
K.13-15 Swiss Collection 1956 
K16 Schindler 1960 
Illustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 2.20 
KA7 Schindler 1960 
KA18 Swiss Collection 1956 
K419 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
20 Whittemore 


K.21-22 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES ~ CLASSES K, L 























Size | 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
we sition i 
| 
*K.22 |B 4.63) 25 7 ©.1085~ 
K23 | 4.50 | 22 \, 1092 
worn 
K24 | 439 | 22. 
worn | | 
K.25 |B 3.75/25 4 | | 
K.26 | 208/25 | Very thin flan | 
| | 
Class L 
No inscription No inscription €.1080(?) 
| Bust of Christ (Type | Latin cross flanked 
IV) facing, with by IC (above) XC 
| | cross nimbus having | (beneath) NI (to 1.) 
| | one pellet in each KA (to r.) | 
arm, wearing tunic 
and himation. Details | 
of hands and book | 
obscure. In field, IC XC 
*L1 |B 3.87 | 22 7 | XC illegible N41 for NI 
| A illegible 
K.23 Peirce 1948 
K.24 Swiss Collection 1956 
K25 Whittemore 
K.26 Swiss Collection 
L-N Since the sequence A-K is now so well established for purposes of reference that it would 
be inconvenient to disturb it, and Classes L and M are referred to by Mme Morrisson in 
BNC, I have added Class N at the end. It was probably struck, however, at about the same 
time as Class H, and both Classes L and M may have preceded K or even J. 
LAD. Winfield 6. ii, 68 from Trebizond 


W.—R— 

Mlustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 2. 22. The illustration of this type in Sabatier 
(Pl. xvnrr, 18; Il. 235, No. 4) is borrowed without acknowledgment from a specimen 
offered for sale by the Italian scholar-dealer Carlo Kunz, Secondo Catalogo (1855), No. 398, 
Pl. 11. 16. Neither it, nor the D.O. specimen, nor that published by Bellinger (Pl. r. 9), is 
clear in the details of the bust. There is a large central pellet in a square beneath the neck- 
line of the colobium, and Bellinger’s specimen has two vertical rows of pellets to the right 
which may be part of the cover of the Gospel Book. But how this is held, and the gesture of 
the right hand, are quite obscure, and I have seen no further specimen which would clarify 
the matter. 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po-| Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt sition | 
| Class M 
| | No inscription | No inscription .1080(?) 
| Christ seated on | Latin cross, jeweled, 
square-backed throne | having one large 
(Type Id) facing, pellet and two small 
bearded, with cross | pellets at end of each 
nimbus having pellet | upper arm and large 
in each arm, wearing | crescent at base of 
tunic and himation. | lower one. Large 
| Details of r. hand pellet in each upper 
| and Gospel Book quarter of cross 
| obscure. In field, [C XC 
“MA |= 2.79| 25 | 
| | Class N 
| j No inscription | Patriarchal cross on | .1075(?) 
| Bust of Christ base; in field above, 
| (Type IVf?) facing, | IC XC; below, NIRA 
| bearded, with cross 
| nimbus having 
| nothing in each arm, 
i} wearing tunic and 
himation; r.hand | 
held in front of body | 
in blessing 1. holds 
book, with 3 on 
| cover. In field, CXC | 
MA Grierson 5.x.70 


w.—,R.— 
Sabatier’s illustration of this type (PL. xix. 





II. 236, No. 6) is also borrowed from 


Kunz’s Secondo Catalogo (1855), No. 397, Pl. 11. 15. The three specimens known to me—the 
other two are in Paris (BNC, Pl. rxxxt. 200) and Berlin—are in poor condition. The obverse 
type revives that of Class D, while the reverse has affinities with that of Class J, though the 
crescent is much flatter and the whole design more crudely conceived and executed. The 
coins are very thin, but this is fairly common with Classes H—J and is no good reason for 
attributing the type to any other period. The fact that Kunz had at the same time for sale 
one specimen each of Classes L and M, both of extreme rarity and unpublished up to that 
time, suggests that they had been found together. 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES — CLASS N 














T 
Size | 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse | Reverse Date 
Wt | sition | 
j | yo _ 
| | | | 
*N.1 [a 7.43) 30 4 | Overstruck on rev. KA obscure. Trace of | ¢.1075(?) 
| of Class F nimbus visible from 
i | earlier striking 
N.l Swiss Collection 1960 


W.—, R.— 

Illustrated on Pl.Lxx. The strokes over the NI and KA are uncalled for, as the word is 
not abbreviated, but it had also sometimes occurred in Classs C. Sabatier’s illustration of 
this type (PL. 1x. 2; II. 236, No. 7) is mainly that of the follis of Nicephorus III by which it 
was overstruck; all that isretained of ClassiN in his illustration is the severely plain patriarchal 
cross. The specimen published here gives the relevant obverse type and the letters in the re- 
verse field, which were presumably illegible on his coin. The size of the dies and type. as 
well as the evidence of the overstrike, shows that the Class must belong to the late 1070’ 
its closeness to the folles of Nicephorus Bryennius being evident from Pl. uxx. One would 
‘expect other overstrikes on it to have been recorded, but evidently, like Classes L and M, 
it represents a tiny issue, probably struck by one or another of the pretenders of the period. 
‘The obverse type differs from Type Vi in having a short beard. 








CONSTANTINE VIII 
15 December 1025 - 12 November 1028 
Titular Emperor from 962 (probably 30 March) 


Constantine VIII had been Augustus since 962, and his co-emperorship had been 
punetiliously acknowledged on the coinage of Basil II, but not until the latter's death 
on 15 December 1025 did he become effectively emperor. His reign was as uneventful as 
it was brief. He fell seriously ill on 9 November 1028, hastily regulated the succession by 
marrying his second daughter Zoe to Romanus Argyrus, an elderly and undistinguished 
nobleman, and died three days afterward on the 12th.t 

Wroth’s account of the gold coinage of the reign, which is common, is seriously astray, 
since he has not separated histamena and tetartera and has attributed to Constantine VIII 
one group of coins belonging to Constantine IX. His Type 3 (below, pp. 740-1, Nos. 3.1-18; 
Pl, LVIIL.3) has a quite different portrait from the others, with a short beard instead of 
a flowing, divided one, and its reduced fineness indicates a later date.*It must be transferred 
back to Constantine IX, to whom it had been given by Sabatier. This reattribution is 
confirmed by the Akcakoca hoard (1953), in which many specimens of this type were 
found with others of Constantine IX, but none of Constantine VIIL® There remain to 
Constantine VIII one type of histamenon and two of tetartera. It may be conjectured 
that the tetarteron having a type corresponding to that of the histamenon is the earlier 
of the two, the type being subsequently altered in order to reduce the possibility of 
confusion between the two denominations. 

No silver coins are known which can be assigned. to Constantine VIII. Wroth (p. 492, 
note 1) cited very doubtfully a specimen attributed to him in the Moustier catalogue 
(No. 4091, wrongly numbered 4157 on Pl. v1), pointing out that the portrait is that of 
Constantine VII. It is in fact a pattern solidus of this emperor that was never struck 
(above, p. 550). There is at Dumbarton Oaks a one-third miliaresion which Bellinger and 
Loriginally attributed to Constantine VIII, but since the emperor's name is spelled KUN, 
while Constantine VIII is invariably and Constantine IX almost invariably spelled CWN, 
Thave now no doubt that it belongs to Constantine X (below, p. 765, and p.773, No. 7b). 

There is no copper coinage in Constantine's name, the mint presumably continuing 
to strike Class A2 of the Anonymous Folles in use under Basil IT. 


2 Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 484-5. 
2 Grierson, ““The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century,”” BZ, 47 (1954), 383. 
* Goodacre, Handbook (2nd ed., 1957), 5. This hoard, which also contained the few known specimens 
of nomismata of Zoe and Theodora, was unfortunately dispersed, and little is known of its precise 
contents. See below, p. 731. 
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CONSTANTINE VIII ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ HISTAMENON 

















Size 
No. ‘Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition | 
| 
| | Constantinople 
| | NOMISMA 
| HISTAMENON 
| FInSXISREXRESNAN | +CWNSTANTINDAS | 1025-1028 
| Tam | lbersrom 
Bust of Christ Bust of emperor 
| | | Pantocrator (Type | facing, bearded, 
| VIIIc) facing, | wearing collar piece, 
| | bearded, with cross | modified Toros, 
nimbus having | and crown with cross 
» and in upper and pendilia. In r. 
| quarters, wearing hand, labarum 
| tunic and himation; | surmounted by cross; 
x hand raised in in 1, akakia. Triple 
| blessing in sling of —__border of dots 
| cloak, 1. clasps book 
| to breast. Triple 
| Dorder of dots 
a) No pellet on shaft of labarum 
Md 4.42 26 | | 
2 (NW 441 | 26 | | Serifs on nimbus cross 
13 | 440/26 | 
| pierced 
14 lw 439/26 
15 |W 436/27 7 
| pierced | | 
16 A 4.31/27 ,/| Serifs on nimbus cross] 
| pierced 
14 Whittemore 
W. 35, R. 1969 
Many of the very large group of Whittemore coins of the reigns of Constantine VIII 
Theodora are presumably from a hoard, though since some of them are pierced and have 
been used as jewelry this can scarcely be true of them all. In addition to the specimens 
listed here, there is also a cast in base silver (2.60 g. | Peirce 1948 from Andronicus), probably 
of the period. 
12 Schindler 1960 
13-8 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. ‘Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
ANE | sition 
17 |N 4.21 | 25 ,/| Serifs on nimbus cross) 1025-1028 
pierced i} 
“18 ly 3.95/25 4 | 
cracked 
and worn | 
| | (b) Pellet on shaft of labarum 
Same. Cross in | 
nimbus has serifs | 
“24 | 4.42/25 | 
22 ja 441/26 4 
23 |# 441/25 4 
24 |W 440/25 4 
| | TETARTERON 
| | | Class I 
Same inser. and type, | Same inscr. and type, 
but in each arm of but no pellet on 
| cross, two pellets. No | shaft of labarum. 
| | crescents in nimbus, | Single border of dots 
| the cross of which 
| | has serifs. Single 
| | | border of dots 
3 | 4.09 | 21 7) | 
2a Peirce 1948 from Ars Classica Sale XV, 30. vi. 30, lot 2121 
Ww. R.— 
2.2 Peirce 1948 from Platt i. 24 
23 Whittemore 
24 Peirce 1948 


Peirce 1948 from Fiirstenberg Sale, lot 1700 (Cahn Cat. 75, 30. v. 32) 


W.2,R.— 


710 CONSTANTINE VII ~ CONSTANTINOPLE — TETARTERON 





] 
Obverse Reverse Date 








Class IT 


| Same inscr. and type | Same inscr. and type, 1025-1028 
| but in raised r. 
hand, gl. er. instead 
| of labarum. 
| +cwnstat JsiLers 
| Room 


+41 la 407 19 NI 


42 |W 4.07/20 4| 








41 Peirce 1948 from Fiirstenberg Sale, lot 1699 (Cahn Cat. 75, 30. v. 32) 
W. 1, R. 1968 
4.2 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii, 30, lot 1968 


ROMANUS III Argyrus 
12 November 1028 - 11 April 1034 


Romanus III's reign dated in theory from his coronation on 9 or 10 November 1028, 
but in practice from Constantine VIII's death on 12 November. He was murdered by his 
successor Michael IV on Holy Thursday, 11 April 1034.1 

The Emperor's gold and silver coinage is marked throughout by his devotion to the 
Virgin, which was commented upon, in not entirely approving terms, by Psellus. He 
founded and magnificently endowed the church and monastery of St. Mary Peribleptos,? 
in the southwestern quarter of the city near the Psamathia gate in the seawall, and in 
1080 his restoration work in the church of Blachernae was rewarded by the discovery 
of a splendid icon of the Virgin suckling the Infant Jesus which was believed to have been 
plastered over in iconoclastic times and remained hidden for three hundred years.* The 
Virgin is represented in one form or another on all his coins. 

coup comace The histamenon, having on the obverse a seated Christ and on the 
reverse a representation of the Virgin crowning the emperor, requires no discussion. 
The fact that it is flat, not concave, and the good quality of its gold make it impossible 
that it should belong to Romanus IV. The type and inscription represent a return to 
those of John Zimisces, though there are various small differences: both figures are shown 
full length, the emperor holds a globus cruciger instead of a long cross, and there is no 
Manus Dei above his head. No altogether satisfactory arrangement of the coins, which 
vary among themselves in many small details, can be devised. The Virgin is sometimes 
nimbate and sometimes not; her title may be rendered M © or M°@; the two figures, 
particularly that of the Virgin, may be tall and slender or short and squat; the number of 
pellets in the hanging end of the loros varies from four to eight, and there is sometimes 
a pellet attached to its outer tip; Christ's hair sometimes follows closely the lines of his 
head and sometimes is fuller and curlier. The reign is so short that any breakdown into 
groups can have little chronological significance, and the details are not in themselves 
very consistent, since they seem to represent nothing more than the work of different 
die-sinkers and do not serve as evidence of mint organization. Bellinger divided the whole 
coinage into only two categories, based on the form of the M © abbreviation, but some of 
the other details seem to me of greater consequence. I would suggest that the variety 
having the Virgin without nimbus is amongst the earliest coins; that there follow the coins 


*Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 505, gives Holy Thursday, 15 April, dates which do not agree, since 
Easter fell on the 14th. MS Coislin 136 gives the 11th, which is evidently correct. 

* Cedrenus, II. 497; Michael Glycas, Bonn ed., p. 583; Psellus, Chron., iv. 14-16 (ed. Renauld, 
I, 41-44), The monastery no longer survives, its site being partly occupied by the Armenian church of 
St. George (Sulu Manastir). 

* Cedrenus, loc. cit. 
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with slender figures and six to eight pellets on the loros; that the variety with five pellets 
forms a transitional group; and finally that the coinage of the later years has four pellets 
and squat figures. I have therefore arranged the coins on these lines, though I do not feel 
that too much significance should be attached to the details. The coinage must have been 
extensive, since despite the large number of specimens at Dumbarton Oaks I have 
noticed only one die-link. 

‘The tetarteron of Romanus III is one commonly attributed to Romanus IV, but the 
high quality of its gold shows that it belongs to the early decades of the century, before 
debasement had begun< Its extreme rarity, coupled with the fact that Romanus’ successor 
Michael IV struck no tetartera at all, suggests that the issue was limited to the very 
beginning of the reign. 

SILVER COINAGE The only silver coin attributable to Romanus III is a large and very 
beautiful miliaresion more or less medallic in character, like that of Basil II with the image 
of the Virgin Nikopoios. The obverse shows the Virgin of the type known as Hodegetria, 
standing on a footstool, and holding on her left arm the Infant Jesus. The reverse has the 
emperor standing on a cushion holding a long patriarchal cross and a globus also sur- 
mounted by a patriarchal cross. The inscription is a hexameter line reading from one 
side of the coin to the other: TlapOéve oor roAGawve 8s AArTuKN WévTa KoTopOOT, i-e., “He 
who places his hope on thee, O Virgin all-glorious, will prosper in all he does.” Each side 
has a triple border of dots broken by eight larger pellets, a feature copied ultimately from 
the Abbasid dirhem. Specimens of the coin are usually 26-28 mm. in diameter and have 
the figures of the Virgin and the emperor abnormally elongated and slender, but there 
exists a smaller variety of c. 24mm. diameter on which the normal proportions of the 
figures are preserved > 

‘When Count de Salis first published® what is now the British Museum specimen of 
this coin, he attributed it to Romanus IV. This attribution was followed by subsequent 
scholars,? though Hauberg pointed out in 1900 that it could not be correct.* The type, 
which is quite characteristic, is imitated on Danish pennies of the mint of Lund which 





4 Grierson, ““The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century,” BZ, 47 (1954), 383; below, 
P. 718, Nos. 2.1-2. 

# There was a specimen in Miinzen und Medaillen A. G. Basel, Auction XXV, 17. xi. 62, lot 728, 
which is now in the Museum of the American Numismatic Society. See J. Fagerlie, “A Miliaresion, 
of Romanus III and a Nomisma of Michael IV,” MN, 11 (1964), 227-36, who notes some other 
specimens of small module. Sabatier illustrates one which he describes as being of gold (Description, 
M1172, No. 6, Plt. 14 = Iconographie, Pl. byz. suppl., Xx1V. 32), but it was probably of silver gilt, 
as is one of the specimens here. 

In RN? 4 (1859), 448. Sabatier had originally published a specimen of the coin as being one of 
John II (Iconographie, Pl. byz. suppl., Xx1V. 33) but subsequently accepted Count de Salis’ opinion 
(Description, I. 28; 1. 172, No. 7). De Sauley had described (but not illustrated) a specimen in the 
hands of a Paris dealer in 1836 (Essai, 246-7). He attributed it to John Zimisces. 

7 J, Friedlander in Berliner Blatter f. Minzkunde, 2 (1865), 179 (Santangelo collection, now in 
Naples Museum), and Z/N, 4 (1877), 21 (spec. at Berlin); Wroth, p. 525; Goodacre, 253. 

*P. Hauberg, “De Vinfluence byzantine sur les monnaies de Danemark au Xle sitcle,”” Mémoires 
du Congrés international de numismatigue, Paris, 1900 (Paris, 1900), 335-45, esp. 339-41. See also 
Fagerlie, art. cit., and my article, “Harold Hardrada and Byzantine Coin Types in Denmark,” 
Byzantinische Forschungen, 1 (1966), 124-38, esp. 132-3. 
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were struck by Sven Estrithsson during the civil war between himself and his predecessor 
Magnus the Good (1042-7). The dating of the Danish coins is based on abundant hoard 
evidence and cannot possibly be overthrown, and it is out of the question that the 
Byzantine coin could have been imitated from the Danish ones. The anonymous coin 
must therefore be attributed to some Byzantine emperor who reigned not too long before 
the middle 1040's. Constantine VIII can be eliminated, since his portrait with its long, 
divided beard is easily recognizable, and we have to choose between Romanus IIT (1028-34) 
and Michael IV (1034-41). 

As between these two, no reasonable doubt is possible. Romanus III combined an 
intense devotion to the Virgin with delusions of military grandeur, fancying himself 
reliving the career of Alexander or Trajan and forcing war upon his Arab neighbors for 
no other reason than the gratification of his personal vanity. The associations of the 
Hodegetria were of a military character. It was the custom, as early as the ninth century, 
for a general leaving on a campaign to visit the icon on the eve of his departure and pray 
for success. When Romanus set out on his unlucky Syrian campaign of 1030 he must 
have performed such a ceremony, and in view of his peculiar temperament and combination 
of interests it is highly likely that he would have issued coins to mark the occasion. The 
hypothesis that he did so seems the only one which satisfactorily explains the type and 
inscription of the coin, and justifies us in ascribing it to the year 1030. 

I was formerly of the opinion that a one-third miliaresion, catalogued below (p. 795, 
No. 7) under Romanus IV, was also a coin of Romanus III, but Romanus IV now seems 
to me more likely. The obverse type is a bust of the Virgin orans accompanied by the 
letters OR RO (i.e., 8cordxe Poriéei),!# while the reverse is a bust of the emperor holding 
a patriarchal cross and a globus cruciger, with PWM as inscription and four A’s in the 
outer margin. The “portraiture” of the emperor does not help either way, but in favor of 
Romanus III are his holding a patriarchal cross, like Romanus III on the miliaresion 
just discussed, and the fact that the Petes hoard of 1832 from Gotland contained only 
two Byzantine coins, a miliaresion of Basil II and a specimen of this one-third miliaresion, 
which might be presumed to be close together in date. This evidence is not conclusive, 


© Hauberg, art. cit., Pl. xxvt. 5, 6, 7; Myntforhold og udmyntninger i Danmark indtil 1146 (Copen- 
hagen, 1900), Pl. vit. 1, 4, 9. 

¥ Cf, Psellus, Ciron., ili, 7-11 (ed. Renauld, T. 36-40) 

1 We first hear of this custom on the occasion of the departure of Caesar Bardas on his Cretan 
expedition of 866 (Theoph. Cont., Bonn ed, 204). Miss Fagerlie points out that one of the icons of 
the Virgin in the monastery of St. Clement at Ochrid, which is of the Hodegetria type, is labelled 
“Peribleptos.” 

1 Wroth misread the inscription as CKPA, and taking the K as the equivalent of R (= B) he 
interpreted it as CVPIE ROHOE! PHMANW AECNOTH. The correct reading was given by G. Zacos 
and A. Veglery, “C for 3 on Coins of the Eleventh Century,” N.Cire., 68 (1960), 154-5, who pointed 
out that an invocation to the Lord could scarcely accompany a representation of the Virgin. 

® This point is made by C. Morrisson, '‘Une monnaie d'argent de Romain IIT Argyre (1028-1034),”” 
Bull, de ta Socitté francaise de numsismatique, 21 (1966), 53-4, who attributed the coin to Romanus III. 
The presence of the coin in the Petes hoard is noted by T. J. Arne, “‘Binige Aufzeichnungen iber in 
Schweden gefundene byzantinische Silbermlinzen,” in Studien su vorgeschichilichen Archdologie 
Alfred Gitze ... dargebracht, ed. H. Motefindt (Leipzig, 1925), 223. It is omitted in the notice of the 
hoard in Mosser’s Bibliography of Byzantine Coin Hoards (1935), 66. 








714 ROMANUS III 


however, for the hoard contains a large number of non-Byzantine coins appreciably 
later in date—the burial can be placed c.1075-80—and three considerations point strongly 
in the other direction. One is the denomination: the one-third miliaresion is otherwise 
recorded only for Constantine X and Michael VII, i.e., for Romanns IV's predecessor 
and successor. The second is the formula OK RO for Gcotéxe Por\Get, continued by the 
RUM AA on the other face of the coin, which is closely parallel to the C RP A (for Zroupe 
Borie ‘Paowoves Acomérn) of Romanus IV's follis but has no counterpart early in the 
century. The third is the four A’s in the margin, which could be thought of as referring 
to Romanus IV's family name of Diogenes as well as including the word despotes, The 
balance of probability is therefore in favor of attributing the coin to Romanus LV. 

COPPER COINAGE There is no copper coinage bearing the name of Romanus III, but 
Class A2 of the Anonymous Folles was probably still being issued during his reign. 
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Size | | 


No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse | Date 
We | ‘sition 





NoMISMA 
HISTAMENON 
| FInSXISREX RESNA | OCEbOHO’ RMA | 1028-1034 
| NTIAM | nw | 
| Christ seated on | To L., emperor 
| square-backed throne | standing facing, | 
| (Type Ia) facing, | wearing modified 


bearded, with cross | loros and crown with 

nimbus, wearing tunic) cross and pendilia, 

and himation; r.hand | holding r. hand to 

| raised in blessing in | breast and gl. cr. in 

sling of cloak, 1. holds | To r., Virgin standing 

book by upper edge | facing, nimbate, 

on knee. Double wearing tunic and 

| border of dots maphorion, crowning 

| | emperor with r. and 
holding 1, hand on 

| breast. Between 

heads, M 6. Double 

border of dots 


(a) Virgin without nimbus; 
| 6 pellets in loros end 


fat |W 4.41] 22 y | | 
“a2 |W 4.18] 23 | 




















1 The classification is discussed above, pp. 711-12. In addition to the coins catalogued below, 
there are three forgeries in the collection. One is a thin, uniface piece of silvered copper, 
broken and pierced, only the reverse being reproduced; it was probably made to serve as 
an ornament. The second is a contemporary forgery in silver (?). The third is a thick copper 
cast, pierced, and probably modern. It is from the Swiss Collection and perhaps identical 
with R. 1975, which Ratto absurdly attributed to Cherson, 

Ja.1-2 Whittemore 
W.—R— 

‘The two coins of group 1a are of smaller module than the rest and have the figure of the 
Virgin tall and slender, the cross on the globus cruciger +, and Christ with hair close to his 
head. 
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db. 
*1b.2 
*1b3 
1b4 
1b5 
1b6 
1b7 
1b.8 
*1b9 


1b.10 





tb 


tbA-2 
1b3 
1b4-8 


1b9 
1b.10 


tel 


102-5 

















wit [DER omer | ev bese 
we |e 
S ———s : == 
| | | 
(b) Virgin with nimbus; | 1028-1034 
6-8 pellets in loros end | 
N 443) 24 4. | 7 pellets | 
ly 442] 24 7 | 7 pellets 
N 4.42) 25 7 8 pellets 
N 441] 25 7 7 pellets 
Ny 4a} 25 7 7 pellets 
N 441/24 7 6 pellets 
N 440) 25 7 T pellets — 
| 4.40/25 7/ 7 pellets MO 
JN 437) 26 7 | 6 pellets M for M; 
| we 
N 436] 25 | 6 pellets MO. 
| (©) Virgin with nimbus; 
| | 5 pellets in loros end | 
| 441 | 24 ,/| Slightly concave M, W for M, W 
A for A 
(NY 436 | 24 4 FormofAobscure | Cross-+ 
|N 436/25 || FormofA obscure | m, W form, W 
| worn | | 
N 432) 23 || Slightly concave | * at loros end 
A for A | 








(On coins of this group the figure of the Virgin is usually tall and slender, but nimbate, the 
cross is “, and Christ's hair is close to his head. 

‘Whittemore 

W. 1-3, R. 1973 

Peirce 1948 from Schulman x. 31 

Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. 

Whittemore 

The coins of this group differ from those of the preceding one in that there are five pellets 
in the loros end. The figure of the Virgin is usually shorter, and M and W tend to become 
M and W. 

Friend 1957 

w.—R.— 

Whittemore 
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Size | 
No. oot Die Po- Obverse ‘Reverse Date 
We sition 
poe ea Vina — == ss 
| | 
tc5 [A 4.16 | 25 ,/| Form of A obscure | 1028-1034 
pierced | 
(@) Virgin with nimbus; 
| 4 pellets in loros end 
Mat |W 443 24 Cross +, at lores | 
| end, “++ on skirt of 
Virgin 
1d2 |S 4.42/25 7 M,W for M, W, MO 
143 |N 4.42 | 24 7 | m for m 
Same die as 14.4 | 
144 | 4.40| 25 || Slightly concave M for M 
Same die a 14.3 
145 8 440/23 7 M for m, me 
14.6 | 4.40) 24 | m, W for m, W, MO 
14.7 |4 4.40 | 25 || Slightly concave, | M, W for m, W 
| double struck | 
a8 |W 439/23 4! M,W for m, W, 
| + at loros end, “> “ 
on skirt of Virgin 
149 |W 438] 24 + at loros end, «2 “* 
| on skirt of Virgin 
1a10 |W 438/24 4) |, U for m, W 
Matt |W 437] 24 4 to 
1412 | 431) 24 4) M, W for m, W 
pierced | + at loros end, “ 
| | | on skirt of Virgin 
1a13 |W 431) 24 4 | 
pierced | | 
qatd | 4.24) 25 7 | @ for m 
pierced | | 
1415 | 4.14) 24 M for m 
worn | 
14 On coins of this group the figure of the Virgin is always rather squat, and the A on the obverse 
has always the form A where it is legible, Christ's hair is thicker and more curled than on the 
other groups. 


1d.1-15 Whittemore 
W.—, R. 1972 
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] Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| |_ sition 
| 
14.16 |W 3.80/21 4 M, W for m, W, mM | 1028-1034 
clipped | 
| ‘TETARTERON | 
| +@KC ROHO PWMAN’ AECrOT 
| Bust of the Virgin | Bust of emperor 
| facing, wearing tunic | facing, wearing | 
and maphorion, modified loros and 
holding on her breast | crown with cross and 
a medallion of the | pendilia. In r. hand, 
| Infant Christ with | gl. er.; in 1, labarum 
| cross nimbus. To Single border of dots, 
| | L, WF To r., OV 
| Single border of dots | 
24 |N 4.09/20 4 Same dieas2.2 | 
22 |v 4.09/19 | | Same die as 2.1 





14.16 Peirce 1948 from Glendining sale 9. iii. 31, lot 649 

21 Peirce 1948 from Fiirstenberg Sale, lot 1717 
W. p. 525 Type 3 (Romanus IV), R. — 
‘This specimen, when in the Firstenberg collection, was published by Pfafienhoffen in RN*, 
10 (1865), 288, No. 4. Wroth published the BN specimen (ex Racine sale 23. i. 79, lot 2053, 
ex Penon, who first published it in RBN®, 2 [1858], 150). The coin is extremely rare. I know 
of no other specimens than the two here and the one in Paris, which is from a different pair 
of dies. 

2.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 26 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition 








MILIARESION 
+MAPGENE COINO | OCHANIKENAN 1030(?) 

| AVAINE TAKATOPEO! 

| Virgin nimbate, Emperor bearded, 

| wearing tunic and wearing modified 

j maphorion, standing loros and crown with 
on dais and turned | cross and pendilia, | 
slightly to the r. Her standing facing on 
r.handisonher | round cushion. In r. 


| breast; on her 1. arm | hand, long j 
she holds the Christ- | patriarchal cross; in 
| child, raising r.hand | 1., globe surmounted 


in benediction and | by patriarchal cross. 
holding scroll in 1. | Triple linear border 
ToL, MTor.,8 with eight globules 


| Triple linear border as on obverse 
| | with eight globules | 
on middle line | 


| | (a) Large module 
a1 |R 217/26 4 | 
clipped 
3a2 |R 258| 28 4 
broken | | 
a3 |R 2.44/ 28 | | 
badly 
chipped | | 
a4 \R 232/26 v | 
pierced | 
and gilded | 








| (b) Small module 
(Gb.1) |R_2.91 | 23 | (ANS) 


3a.1 Whittemore 
‘W. (Romanus IV) 7, R. — 

3a.2 Peirce 1948 

3.3 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus, 

3a.4 Whittemore 

(3b.1) See above, p. 712 note 5, There is amongst the Whittemore coins a cast forgery of this 
variety in base silver, plugged, probably made as an ornament (3.20 g. |). 














MICHAEL IV the Paphlagonian 
11 April 1034 - 10 December 1041 


Michael IV's family was one of no consequence, and his rise to power was effected 
through the agency of his brother John the Orphanotrophos, who was apparently known 
to Romanus III while the latter was a private citizen and subsequently became one of 
his most trusted advisers. Michael's good looks were outstanding, and when he was 
introduced at court the middle-aged Zoe became infatuated with him, Romanus felt no 
affection for the woman he had been forced to marry and treated the intrigue with in- 
difference, even when it became evident that Zoe intended Michael as his successor. 
Michael was duly crowned and enthroned on the evening of the day of Romanus’ murder, 
and his public acclamation took place the day following? 

Michael was in many respects a good ruler, despite his inauspicious beginnings and 
his weakness in promoting other members of his family to high offices for which, with the 
exception of John, they were clearly unfitted and in the exercise of which they made 
themselves extremely unpopular. But he had the misfortune to be an epileptic and to 
suffer from dropsy, so that it soon became clear that his reign would be short. Since he 
could not expect children by Zoe and his only surviving brothers were eunuchs, he and 
John agreed that his successor should be his nephew Michael Calaphates, son of his sister 
Maria. The younger Michael was duly adopted by Zoe as her son and given the title of 
Caesar. The emperor himself, though still quite a young man, died on 10 December 1041, 
after assuming the monastic habit in the great church of the Anargyroi which he had 
founded? 

GOLD COINAGE. The gold coins of the eleventh-century Michaels, who were four in 
number, form two groups, one without any distinguishing family name or other indication 
of exact attribution, the other with the name of Michael accompanied either by the family 
name of Ducas or the name of the Empress Maria. Coins of the second group must all 
belong to Michael VII Ducas (1071-8), either alone or in association with his wife, the 
‘Alan princess Maria. The remaining coins have to be divided between Michael IV (1034-41), 
Michael V (1041-2), if he minted at all, and Michael VI (1056-7). The attributions of 
Sabatier and Wroth are traditional and based, where they are based on anything, on the 
supposition that the coin types of successive emperors are likely to resemble each other. 
This is sometimes a good argument, but here, where the period of time involved is short 
and the die-sinkers had a fairly limited repertory of recognized iconographic types from 
which to choose, it can by itself carry little weight. 

Six criteria are helpful in working out the attributions. They are: (1) the comparative 
length of the three reigns—Michael V only four months and Michael VI exactly a year as, 


1 Psellus, Chvon., iv. 1-3 (ed. Renauld, I. 53-5); for the date, see above, p. 711 note 1 
* Cedrenus, Bonn ed., IT, 533-4; Psellus, iv. 52-4 (ed. Renauld, 1. 83-5). 
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against Michael IV's seven years eight months; (2) the fineness of the coins, for debasement 
had only just begun in the reigns of Michael IV and V but was appreciably further 
advanced by that of Michael VI;? (3) the evidence of Scandinavian coin hoards dating 
from the 1040's, since Danish pennies of this decade sometimes imitate Byzantine coin 
types and obviously could not imitate those of Michael VI # (4) the titles (basileus, despotes, 
autocrator) given to the emperors on the coins; (5) the literary evidence for the restrictions 
placed upon Michael V when he was granted the imperial title, since these render it doubtful 
if he could have minted at all; and (6) typological considerations, for one of the disputed 
coins provided a model for Thessalonican issues of the Emperor Alexius I. The criterion 
of portraiture is of no serious value. 

With these considerations in mind, one can make attributions as follows: 

HISTAMENA. Two types can be dealt with briefly. Coins with a facing bust and the 
title basileus belong to Michael IV. They were correctly attributed to him by Sabatier 
and Wroth, and are too common to belong to either of the short reigns. The rather rare 
coins showing the emperor being crowned by the Virgin are best assigned to Michael VI. 
Wroth attributed them to Michael V on the ground that Michael VI was already supplied 
with coins, but this now turns out to be incorrect. They give the emperor the title of 
autocrator, which occurs on tetartera that can be assigned to Michael VI with certainty, 
and they are not amongst the Byzantine coin types copied in Denmark, which is a strong 
argument against their attribution to Michael V. Unfortunately, no figures for fineness 
are available. 

The real problem is that of the exceedingly rare histamenon showing the Archangel 
Michael handing a labarum to the emperor. The type is most unusual, for the emperor 
stands on the right instead of on the left, and the Archangel, while remaining facing, 
has to stretch his arm across his body in order to hold the labarum with his right hand. 
Sabatier attributed the coin to Michael VI, and was followed by Wroth. This is certainly 
wrong, as Hauberg pointed out, for the type was already being copied in Denmark in 
the late 1040's. The choice is between Michael IV and Michael V, and since another type 
exists for Michael IV, it is natural to attribute them to Michael V, as I have done in earlier 
studies. Two scholars would prefer to make of them a minor issue of Michael IV, leaving 
Michael V with no nomismata at all. Miss Fagerlie’s argument’ that St. Michael was much 
venerated as a healer, and that Michael IV was a chronic invalid, cannot be said to carry 
much weight, since the emperor's special devotion was directed not to St. Michael but 
to SS. Cosmas and Damian, the Anargyroi, the “moneyless” saints who did not charge 
for their services. Hendy's arguments are more substantial. He would attribute the coins 
to Thessalonica on the ground that an almost identical type, but with St. Demetrius 





® Grierson, “The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century,” BZ, 47 (1954), 379-94, 
in part corrected in ‘Notes on the Fineness of the Byzantine Solidus,”” BZ, $4 (1961), 92-7. 

«P, Hauberg, "De influence byzantine sur les monnaies de Danemark au Xle sitcle,” Mémoires 
du Congrés international de numismatique, Paris, 1900 (Paris, 1900), 335-45; P. Grierson, “Harold 
Hardrada and Byzantine Coin Types in Denmark,” Byzantinische Forschungen, 1 (1966), 124-38; 
M. F. Hendy, “Michael IV and Harold Hardrada,” NC?, 10 (1970), 187-97. 

# J. M. Fagerlie, “A Miliaresion of Romanus ITI and a Nomisma of Michael IV,” MN, 11 (1964), 
234-6. 
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instead of St. Michael, was struck there by Alexius I in the course of the first Norman 
war. The fact that the coins come from a provincial mint would account for both their 
rarity and their use of an imperial title different from that of the histamena of Constan- 
tinople. The opening of a mint at Thessalonica would be explained by this city being 
Michael IV's headquarters for the Bulgarian campaign, during the last year of his life, 
and since Harold Hardrada took part in that campaign he would have been particularly 
well placed to secure large quantities of such rare coins and bring them subsequently to 
Denmark. That this would leave Michael V without a gold coinage is not sufficient reason 
against it, for Michael—or his uncles on his behalf—had promised Zoe that he would 
be emperor in name only, and he might therefore have been expected not to mint. 

Although no absolute certainty is possible, I have been convinced by Hendy’s reasoning 
and transferred the coins to Michael IV. The most cogent arguments are not the incidence 
of Scandinavian imitations; Harold Hardrada would have been just as well placed to 
import Michael V's histamena, if they existed, as he would those of Michael IV. They 
are the existence of Alexius I's derivative coins and the implications of Psellus’ account 
of Michael V's constitutional position. It is highly unlikely that a Thessalonican mint 
in the 1080's would have selected as its model a quite unimportant coinage, struck forty 
years previously and of such rarity that only four specimens are known today, unless 
this had some special connection with the city. As for Michael V, the few days of uncertain 
authority which he enjoyed in April 1042 after his emancipation from Zoe would not 
have been sufficient for an autonomous coinage, and during the previous four months, 
if he had minted at all, he could have done so only in association with the empress, who 
would have taken precedence over him on the coins.? We have in fact a pattern histamenon 
and a pattern tetarteron of Zoe belonging to this period, and they make no allusion to 
Michael V at all. 

TETARTERA. Only one type of tetarteron is known that can be earlier than Michael VII. 
It has on the obverse the bust of the Virgin, on the reverse a standing figure of the emperor. 
Sabatier and Wroth attributed it correctly to Michael VI. Since it is fairly common one 
might assume that it belonged to Michael IV, but the fineness (16-17 carats)® shows that 
it comes after the reign of Constantine IX. It was also only from 1042 onward that tetartera 
began to be struck in quantity? 

Michael IV’s gold coinage thus consists of one type of histamenon struck at Con- 
stantinople and another, exceedingly rare, struck in the last months of the reign at 
Thessalonica. The module of the Constantinopolitan coins is nearly always larger than 
that of the histamena of Romanns III, and the coins are thin and often slightly concave, 
or at least not quite flat. As yet this was no more than a defect in striking, and not, as 
it later became, a formal indication of debasement,}° though they are in some cases of 
poor quality gold. His reign, however, marks the beginning of the great debasement of 


“Hendy, Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire 1081-1261, 41-5, 71-2 (Plt, 9-12). These 
coins were assigned by Wroth to Alexius III (Wroth, Pl. rxut. 4-6) 
7 As her name took precedence over Michael’s in proclamations (Psellus, iv. 17 (ed. Renauld, 1. 96)). 
* "Notes on the Fineness of the Byzantine Solidus,” (above, p. 721 note 3), 95-6. 
® Above, p. 28. 
¥ Above, P. 6. 
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the eleventh century. The design of the coins is very uniform. The emperor's appearance 
does not conform at all closely to Psellus’ description of the youthful good looks that 
captured Zoe’s heart, but a beard was customary in eleventh-century Byzantium. The 
only noteworthy variations are in the design of the labarum, of which there are six 
varieties differing in the form of the central ornament (pellet, pellet in a circle, diamond, 
saltire and four pellets) and in the ornament above (cross of four pellets, triangle of three 
pellets, single pellet). It is not clear that these represent anything more than the vagaries 
of die-sinkers; they do not seem to mark distinctive issues of varying fineness corresponding 





to the degree of concavity of the coins. I am inclined to date the form & earlier than 
others, both because it is the traditional design and because some of the specimens in 
the group are of relatively small module, not very difierent from the histamena of Ro- 
manus III, Coins with &, which are also sometimes small, perhaps come next. The only 
specimen I have seen with 6, which is rare, is poor in color and debased in appearance- 

The only other coin attributable specifically to Michael IV is the histamenon of the 
mint of Thessalonica described below, No.2. Apart from the “facing angel” on reverses 
of sixth- and early seventh-century solidi it is the first representation of an angel in the 
Byzantine series. It is also the first representation of a saint other than the Virgin, apart 
from the brief appearance of St. Alexander on the coins of the Emperor Alexander 
(912-13). Its extreme rarity—only four specimens are known to me!\—is to be explained 
by the brevity and the exceptional circumstances of its issue. 

‘These histamena make up all the identifiable coinage of Michael IV. He has no known 
silver coins. The Anonymous Folles of Class C (above, pp. 681-4) have been attributed to 
him by recent scholars, in place of those of Class B which were assigned to him by Wroth. 
My own view is that Class B may have been struck during his reign, but the dating is at 
best only approximate in character. 





™ Above, pp. 43-4. 
2» Above, p. 145. 
% They are: (1) the specimen illustrated by Sabatier, Pl. xt1x. 16, who does not give its where- 
abouts; (2) Hermitage, ex Photiadés 494; (3) ANS, ex Gautier collection, published by Miss Fagerlie; 
and (4) DO. 
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Metal Sine 
No. We Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
| 
Constantinople 
| NOMISMA 
| | HISTAMENON 
FInSXISREXRESNAN | +MIX AH LbASILE | 1034-1041 
Tihm 4sRm 
Bust of Christ Bust of the emperor, 
| (ype V/VIII) facing, | facing, bearded, 
with long beard and | wearing collar piece 
nimbus cross having | modified loros and 
| Sin each arm, crown with cross 
wearing tunic and and pendilia. In r. 
himation; r. hand hand, labarum; in 1., 
| raised in blessing in | gl. cr. On, above, | 
front of body, 1. Manus Dei. Triple 
clasps book to breast. | border of dots 
Triple border of dots i 
i 
(a) Labarum with @ | 
Jal |A 442] 26 4) | 
a2 |W 4.40) 26 4 | 
a3 |W 439/25 | Breaks Ml XA | 
a4 |W 438/27 4 A for A 
chipped | 
‘105 |M 437/25 4 | 
ta6 | 4.33 | 24 7 Breaks Ml XA 
| Ends RM’ 
1 In the obv. inscription, XPS has invariably the form XIS and the final 4 of Regnantium is 
always inverted. It is impossible to indicate in print the variations in shape of the §, which 
is usually an § but can become something like a J. 
ta.1-2 Whittemore 
W. 1-5 (labarum forms not differentiated), R, — 
1a.3 Peirce 1948 from Bourgey ii 


tad6 


Whittemore 
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Size 
No. | Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| Wt. sition 
= 7 
| | (b) Labarum with & Ends RM’ | 1034-41041 
tht ly 4.80\ 26 4) 
with | | 
mount | 
*tb2 |  4.42| 27 | Same die as 1b3 Same die as 1b.3, 
1b3 | 4.41 | 26 7 | Same die as 1b.2 Same die as 1b.2 
th4 |y 4.41] 26 4 | 
*1b5 la 440/26 4 rf 
1b6 |y 439/26 4 | 
1b7 |w 3.83] 25 
clipped 
() Labarum with i 
ted 4.44 | 28 || Slightly concave. 
Double struck 
te2 | 4.40 | 28 || A for A 
*1c3 |W 4.36/27 4| Slightly concave Double struck 
| (@) Labarum with & 
“Id1|A4’ 4.46 | 28 \, | Slightly concave | 
1d2 [Vy 441] 24 4 
1d3 ja 441 | 29 y 
| pierced | 
“ld4 |v 440/26 \ 
1b.1-2 Whittemore 
13 Whittemore 
Slightly crumpled. Specific gravity 18.9, so fineness 23} carats 
1.4 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 29 
‘Specific gravity 17.8, so fineness 21} carats 
1b.5. Whittemore 
1.6 Whittemore 
Specific gravity 17.3, so fineness 20} carats 
1c.1-3 Whittemore 
id Peirce 1948 
‘R. 1976 
Specific gravity 18.1, so fineness 22 carats 
1d.2-3| Whittemore 
144 Whittemore 


Specific gravity 16.7, so fineness 19 carats 
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(f) Labarum with & 
“uf |’ 4.41 27. 4 | Double struck 


Size | 
No. ‘Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wi sition | | 
| | 
| (c) Labarum with 3 | 1034-1041 
tet |w 440] 27 | ' 
te2 |W 439/28 || Slightly concave Breaks OXAHL | 
| 
| 


Thessalonica 
NOMISMA | 
| MISTAMENON 
| 
| | +IhSXISREX RESNAN | +MI XAHL AESMOT | 
Tihm On 1, the archangel 
| Christ seated on Michael, winged, 
backless throne standing, wearing 
(Type IIT) facing, chlamys, the border 


bearded, with cross | of which he holds in 
nimbus, wearing tunic | 1. On r., emperor 
and himation; r.hand | standing facing, 


| raised to side in bearded, wearing 
blessing, I. holds book | modified loros and 
(by spine) on knee. | crown with pendilia, 


| Triple border of dots | holding 1. hand open | 
on breast. Between 
them, by their r. 

| hands, they hold | 
Jabarum, In upper 1, 
Manus Dei crowns 
emperor. Triple 
border of dots 








*2 NM 437/25 \ 


Jet Gans 1946 
1e.2 Peirce 1948 
if Peirce 1948 from Raymond xii. 29 
‘This coin is of paler gold than the others and has the ragged edge often found on electrum 
coins later in the century. 
2 ‘A. H. Baldwin 13. xi. 59 
‘W. p. 509 Type 2 (Michael VI), R. — 











ZOE and MICHAEL V Calaphates 
Zoe alone: 10-13 December 1041 
Zoe and Michael V: 13 December 1041 - 21 April 10421 


The death of Michael IV left Zoe as Augusta, and after three days of consideration she 
decided to fulfil his plans and those of his family, and Michael V was acclaimed and 
crowned by the patriarch.? His reign was a brief one. As soon as he felt able to do so he 
disgraced his uncle John the Orphanotrophos, who had raised him to power, and in 
April 1042 attempted to set aside Zoe also, sending her to the Princes Islands. He was 
promptly overthrown by a popular uprising. Zoe was restored to power, but with an 
unwelcome colleague, for her sister Theodora was unwillingly drawn out of seclusion in 
her convent and acclaimed Augusta as well (20 April). The next day Michael was blinded 
at Theodora’s orders and confined in a monastery.* Nothing is known of his subsequent fate. 

It has been argued above, in the Introduction to Michael IV's reign, that there are no 
known coins of Michael V, and that none are likely to have been struck. Coins previously 
attributed to him belong partly to Michael IV, partly to Michael VI. There are, however, 
what appear to be copper patterns for a histamenon and a tetarteron of Zoe alone which 
must have been prepared early in 1042, although, so far as we know, no corresponding 
gold coins were struck. 

‘The pattern histamenon, known in a unique specimen in the numismatic collection 
of the Archeological Museum at Istanbul, was brought to my attention some years ago 
by Mr. Hendy. The obverse type is the half-length facing figure of the icon of Christ 
known as the Antiphonetest in the Church of the Virgin of the Chalkoprateia and 
recognizable by the curious gesture of benediction of Christ's right hand. This is held 
upright in front of the body, with the palm facing the spectator and only the third finger, 
instead of the third and fourth fingers, bent across the palm to touch the thumb. This 
icon, which is identified by the inscription on the pattern coin (O|AN{T|I O[@|NHIT,, 
i.e., *Avrigesynttis) and also known from a mosaic formerly at Nicaea, was an object of 
special veneration to Zoe, who had a copy of it made for her private devotions and founded 
a church in its honor in which she was eventually buried. The reverse of the pattern shows 








* Strictly speaking, the joint reign might be considered as ending on the night of 18 April, the 
Sunday after Easter, when Zoe was sent into exile; or on the nineteenth, when Michael informed the 
Senate of what he had done, but the tumults of the nineteenth to twenty-first do not allow us to credit 
‘Michael with a subsequent sole ‘reign.”” There is a careful discussion of the chronology in H. Midler, 
Theodora, Michael Stratiotikos, Isaak Komnenos (Leipzig diss. Plauen i. V., 1894), 2-3. 

* Cedrenus, Bonn ed., IT, 534-5: on the third day after Michael IV's death. Psellus, Chron, v. 5 
(ed. Renauld, I. 88), refers to the ceremonies, but as usual ignores the chronology. 

* Cedrenus, IT, 540. 

« For what follows, see further in the Introduction, pp. 162-4. 
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the bust of the empress, splendidly robed and holding a scepter and globus surmounted 
by a trefoil, with the simple inscription +ZWHA VT OVCTH. 

What its size suggests must be a pattern for a tetarteron is a small copper “coin” at 
Dumbarton Oaks having on one side the bust of an empress whom I would identify as, 
Zoe and on the other the very characteristic bearded face of her father Constantine VIII. 
There is no inscription on the side with the bust of Constantine. The inscription surrounding 
the bust of the empress is partly illegible as the result of wear, and the letters still legible 
have defied all my efforts, and those of other scholars whom I have consulted, to make 
sense of them. The best reconstruction at which I can arrive is the following: 
JINOACWNENIAATOIL. There are perhaps one or two letters missing at the beginning; 
the first four proposed are ambiguous, for the N might be H—it is a square letter with 
an upright stroke on the right—the O is a circular blob, the A might be A, and the C 
could be €, but this is unlikely before (). The letters WN are clear, the next one could be C, 
and NIAATO—one would expect it to continue (ATO)VCTH—are clear. These letters 
cannot be made to fit the name of Constantine's wife Helena, and though they equally 
do not fit that of Zoe, it is to her, since she was his daughter and reigned in her own right, 
that I believe the “coin” belongs. Although the design would make it into a kind of 
memorial issue, it has obvious analogies with the pattern tetarteron of Romanus IV and 
Eudocia at Paris (below, p. 792, No. 4). Even if my attribution turns out eventually 
to be unjustified, its iconographical interest justifies its publication here. 

What might be a pattern for another class of histamenon, but is more likely to be a 
pattern for a miliaresion, was found at Antioch and was apparently in the collection of 
‘A. Toselli, a civil engineer there, when it was published by Victor Chabot in 1905.5 
Since its present whereabouts is unknown, it is published here from the sketch in this 
author's article. A “coin” 34 mm. in diameter must have been intended for either a 








histamenon or a miliaresion, and the fact of the obverse type being a bust of the Virgin 
makes the latter more likely. The bust of Zoe on the reverse shows the empress wearing 
a crown and robes corresponding closely to those of the later four-solidus gold bulla of 
Theodora, but she holds a trifid scepter instead of a labarum and a globus cruciger in- 
stead of a globus with a trefoil ornament. 


* “Antiquités de Syrie,"” Revue des études anciennes, 6 (1904), 35-6. 
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Size 
No, | Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
WE sition | 
| | | 
| Constantinople | 
OMIA | 


PATTERN HISTAMENON 


| ‘Three-quarter-length | +ZWHA VT OVCTH | 1041/2 
| figure of Christ Anti- | Bust of empress 
phonetes (Type IVc) | facing, wearing 
facing, bearded, with | ornate costume with 
cross nimbus having | collar piece and 

| two pellets in each | crown with cross, 
arm, wearing tunic | pinnacles, and 

| and himation; r.hand | pendilia, holding in 

| raised in blessing in| r. hand a beaded 
front of body, holds | scepter surmounted 
| | book by lower inner by trefoil; in La 





| corner. globus surmounted 
| Tol, Q, Tor, © | by trefoil ornament | 
| T NH 
i Ty 
above which, IC and | 
x 











*(1) [817.79 | 26 4 | (Istanbul) | i 








(1) The empress’ costume has a high pearl choker shown as two rows of pellets, below this two 
rows of globules (jewels) extending from shoulder to shoulder, and in front a square panel 
‘with @ in the center, a pellet above and below and at each side, and a pear-shaped ornament 
in cach angle. The scepter is similar to that held by Constantine IX on Class I of his tetartera, 
while Theodora holds a globus with trefoil ornament on her four-solidus bulla, See Introdue- 
tion, pp. 141, 132. 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
Wt, sition 
| JINOACWNENIAA | No inscription | 1041/2 
Tol Bust facing with 
| | Bust of empress Jong beard, wearing 
| | facing, wearing modified loros and 
| | omate costume and | crown with cross 
crown with pinnacles | and pendilia, holding | 
and pendilia, holding | inl. handa globus | 
inr.handa globus | with patriarchal | 
with patriarchal eres. Border of large | 
cross and in 1. a globules 
| beaded scepter ! 
"2 |B 357/18 4 | 
| PATTER: MILIAKESION 
| OKE B,9, -+FIWHAY Foust 
\ | Bust of the Virgin | Bust of empress 
| | orans, nimbate, facing, wearing modi- | 
| | wearing tunic and fied loros with high 
maphorion. In field, | pearlcollar and crown 
| MP and OV with pinnacles and 
| | pendilia, holding in r. 
hand a trifd scepter, 
| | in L, gl. cr. 
| 34 4 | (Former Toselli coll.) | 











Sotheby 16. x. 68, lot 468 (from H. Weller) 


‘The empress’ costume differs from that of the preceding coin in being without a choker and 
having instead a more elaborate and much deeper collar hanging low on the breast with only 
a narrow panel, two pellets broad, hanging down the front of her body. 


ZOE and THEODORA 
Joint effective rule: 20 April - 11 June 1042 
(Titular rule: Zoe 1028-50, Theodora 1042-56) 


Zoe had been promoted to the rank of Augusta two days before Constantine VIII's 
death in 10281 but a well-established Byzantine custom, which only a few strong-minded 
empresses managed to disregard, had relegated her to second place during the reigns of 
her successive husbands or protegés. Theodora, after having been accorded a slightly 
inferior rank more or less corresponding to that of Caesar at the beginning of Romanus III's 
reign, had as a result of Zoe’s enmity been confined in a convent since the early 1030's* 
and emerged only on 20 April 1042 to be hailed by the Senate and people as Augusta. 
‘The joint reign of Zoe and Theodora without a male colleague lasted for less than two 
months. Neither of them, in Psellus’ blunt judgment, was in the least fitted to rule, but 
the fate of Michael V made ministers unwontedly cautious over appearing to trespass 
on their prerogatives. In the end it was Zoe who took the initiative. She married Con- 
stantine Monomachus on 11 June 10423 and his coronation as emperor compelled the 
sisters to take second place again in the imperial hierarchy. Zoe died in 1050,¢ but Theodora 
survived to become sole ruler in 1055-6. 

‘A few histamena of the brief joint reign first came to light in the Akcacoca hoard. of 
1953.5 The hoard must have been buried in the reign of Constantine IX, since it also 
contained some of his coins, but its exact size, and how many coins of Zoe and Theodora 
were in it,? are unknown. The obverse type has the bust of the Virgin orans with a 
medallion of Christ on her breast, the inscription being +OKEROTACRACIAICIC, i.e., 
Gcoréxe Border 78s BootAiors (sic, for BasiAiooas). The reverse shows the crowned busts 
of the two empresses facing and holding between them a labarum, the legend continuing 
that of the obverse as -+ZWHNSOEOAU’, i.e., Zohv xal OcoBspv. The empresses wear 
jewelled robes with deep collars and the traditional crowns with triangular plaques, but 
the prependulia are unusually short, ending above the level of the shoulder. 

‘No other coins of the reign are known, and whether any were struck must be considered 
doubtful. The nomisma would for reasons of prestige be given precedence over the rest. 

1 See above, p. 707 

2 Poellus, Chivon., v. 34-5 (ed. Renauld, 1. 106-8) 

2 Below, p. 733. 

4 Lupus Protospatharius, a, 1050 (MGH, SS, V. 59), gives her “reign” in association with her three 
husbands as twenty-two years. 

* Goodacre, Handbook (1957 ed.), 4-5. 

“There seem to have been at least eight, but the problem is complicated by the existence of a 
number of forgeries which reached the market at almost the same time as the genuine coins. The 
forgeries are fairly skilfully made, but there is careless work in, e.g., the nimbus of Christ, which is 
not circular and has the lines of the cross arms touching neither Christ's head nor the circumference 
of the nimbus on either side. 
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| Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
WE sition- | If 
Constantinople 
NOMISMA 
HISTAMENON, | 
+OKEROTACRACI | +ZWHN Socoaw’ | 1042 
AICCIC Busts of Zoe and 
Bust of the Virgin | Theodora facing, 
orans, nimbate, wearing crowns with 
| wearing tunic and pendilia and 
maphorion with “on | alternating triangular | 
each shoulder and on | plaques and pinnacles. 
‘brow. On her breast, | They hold labarum | 
medallion of the | between them. 
infant Christ with | Double border of dots 
| cross nimbus. In field, | 
| MP GY Double | 
| border of dots | 
1 lw 441 | 25 4 i 








Hecht 1956 
W.= R— 


CONSTANTINE IX Monomachus 
11 Jue 1042 - 11 January 1055 


BACKGROUND AND CHRONOLOGY 


Constantine Monomachus, unlike the two Michaels, was a member of one of the great 
families of the city, and had married, as his second wife, a niece of Romanus III. His 
good looks, affable manners, and easygoing disposition made him popular at court, and 
he was viewed as a possible successor to Romanus. Michael IV, regarding him asa potential 
rival, promptly exiled him to Mitylene, where he was still living, as a middle-aged widower, 
in 1042, Zoe, with the approval of the Senate, recalled him to court and married him on 
11 June. Since there were canonical difficulties over a third marriage the coronation could 
not take place at the same time; the marriage was blessed by a priest of the Nea, and the 
coronation by the patriarch followed the next day. Zoe continued to play a fairly prom- 
inent role in afiairs until her death in 1050, Theodora, while retaining her imperial title, 
seems gradually to have gone again into retirement, but when Constantine died on 
11 January 1055? without having satisfactorily settled the succession, it was to her that 
the throne naturally reverted. 

Constantine was in many ways fortunate, for two serious revolts against him came to 
nothing, a major attack on Constantinople by the Russians was beaten off, and he was 
able to enjoy the charms of two successive mistresses without any serious hindrance from 
Zoe. He played a beneficent role in the culture of the capital, patronizing scholars and 
refounding the university of Constantinople. But he took no interest in government, 
neglected the army, and wasted on senseless extravagance the great treasure of Basil IT. 
His reign, as Psellus admits, was a disaster for the Empire, and marks a turning point 
in its fortunes in the eleventh century. 


Comnace: Mary Features 


Constantine's coinage is more complicated than that of his immediate predecessors. 
‘This was in part due to the greater length of his reign, in part to his revival of the tetarteron, 
and in part to continued debasement. The tetarteron was now for the first time struck 
in great quantities, so that it must have played a role in currency comparable to that of 
the histamenon itself. The coins vary in fineness between twenty-two and nineteen 
carats,? the tendency being naturally for them to decline, and the poor quality of the gold 
is often visible to the eye. Classes II-IV of his histamena are markedly concave, as are 
also his miliaresia. A novelty was the introduction of military types, most conspicnously 


? Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 542; cf. Psellus, vi. 20 (ed. Renauld, 1. 127). 
* Cedrenus, II. 610. 
* Above, p. 40. 
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on the silver but also on Class IV of the gold. Although Constantine celebrated triumphs 
after the suppression of the revolts of Maniaces and Tornikes, he was quite unwatlike by 
nature and never led an army in the field. 

GOLD COINAGE. Four classes of histamena and two of tetartera were struck during the 
reign, but the accepted list of attributions requires some revision. One of his issues of 
histamena was attributed to Constantine VIII by Wroth,‘ but the portraiture shows it to 
belong to Constantine IX, as can also be inferred by the fact of its being slightly debased. 
‘Three other types sometimes given to him must on the contrary be disallowed. One of 
Sabatier’s attributions is really a solidus of Constantine VII;* another, cited by Wroth, 
with some hesitation, from the Photiadés catalogue (no. 483), is evidently a misread piece 
of John II Comnenus. The third is apparently a mistake of Sabatier, or rather of the 
artist who illustrated his work, for it is a badly designed histamenon of Constantine VIIL 

‘The main characteristics of the varying types of nomismata are set out in Table 25, 
and little comment on them is required. The portraiture is extremely uniform, and no 
obvious significance can be attached to the changes in imperial costume. The use of the 
traditional loros on Classes I and II of the histamenon was a curious revival of the past; 
it was the last time that this was to appear on Byzantine gold nomismata. The crown on 
coins of Class IV is more elaborate than usual, and it is surprising to see the emperor 
wearing a chlamys and at the same time grasping a sword. The varieties of scepter borne 
by the emperor are discussed elsewhere. Class III of the histamenon revives the Christ 
type of the last coinage of Basil II and that of Constantine VIII, with the two half- 
moons in the upper quarters of the cross nimbus. The histamenon types are very uniform, 
but some varieties are found in the tetartera. The details are noted in the text of the 
catalogue, though they do not seem to be of any great significance. 

The order of issue is clear, the evidence of declining fineness coinciding with the natural 
evolution of types and the increasing concavity of the coins. Precise dating, on the other 
hand, is impossible. The first three classes of histamena and both classes of tetartera are 
common; only the histamena of Class IV, which because of the stars in the reverse field 
were termed sfellati in Italy, are rather rare. Hendy has suggested to me that this very 
conspicuous and unusual feature of Class IV was suggested by one of the most outstanding 
celestial events in recorded history, the appearance of a supernova in the constellation 
Taurus on 4 July 1054, Recent research has shown that this immense stellar explosion, 
which gave rise to the Crab Nebula, probably eclipsed in brilliance even Brahe’s supernova 


4 Wroth, II, 492, Type 3 (PL. tv. 9-10). He was perhaps influenced by the obverse type, for the 
crescents in the upper quarters of the nimbus of Christ also occur on histamena of Constantine VIII 
and the later years of Basil's reign, Sabatier attributed the coin correctly. 

© See my article, “The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century,” BZ, 47 (1954), 383- 
392, where the reattribution is made. 

Sabatier, II, 158, No, 6 (Pl. xu1x. 9). 

+ Wroth, p. 502, note 1; it is evidently a specimen of Wroth, Pl. zxvr, 12. 

* Sabatier, II. 158, No. 4 (Pl. xt1x. 7), from his Iconographie, Pl. byz. suppl, xxtut. 16. I formerly 
accepted it as an otherwise unrecorded type (art. cit., 384, No. 5), but have now come round to Bel- 
linger’s view that it is a badly designed coin of Constantine VIII, the labarum held by the emperor 
having been inadvertently replaced by a cross. 

* Above, p. 59. 





CLASSIFICATION OF THE GOLD COINAGE. 735, 


TABLE 25 


Nomismata or Constantine IX, 











Finenesses 
Class (milligmes) | Obverse Reverse 
| Histamena 
BS 945, 905, 900 Seated Christ Bust of emperor, wearing 
} traditional loros, holding 
scepter w. leaved cross 
and gl. cr. w. 
patriarchal cross 
Ir 900, 830 Same Similar, but emp. holds 
labarum and gl. ct. w. 
plain cross 
Ill 865, 860, 855 Bust of Christ, two Similar, but emp. wears 
| crescents in nimbus, modified loros and holds 
| book clasped w. scepter w. plain cross 
| outspread hand and gl. cr. 


Iv 820, 815, 765 Same, but no crescents in Similar, but emp. wears 

i nimbus modified chlamys and 
holds gl. er. and sword; 

stars on either side of 











head 
| Tetartera 
1 | 865 Bust of Christ, plain Similar, but emp. holds 
nimbus, book clasped w. trefoil scepter and gl. cr. 
outspread hand 
Il 725, 700 Same, but book held Same, but labarum instead 
from beneath of trefoil scepter 





of 1572 and Kepler's of 1604; the new “guest-star,” as the Chinese astronomers termed 
it, could be seen in broad daylight, and did not disappear till April 1056. Though it is 
primarily known to us through Chinese astronomical records, and certainly did not make 
the profound impression on the general public that Halley's comet was to do twelve 
years later, it could not have escaped the attention of any person interested in astro- 


¥ Cf. J. J. L. Duyvendak, N. U. Mayall, and J. H. Oort, “Further Data Bearing on the Identifica- 
tion of the Crab Nebula with the Supernova of 1054 a.p.,"" Publications of the Astronomical Society 
of the Pacific, 54 (1942), 91-104, where the original texts are translated and discussed. The literature 
on the subject is considerable. 
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nomical phenomena”! and may conceivably have found its way onto the coins. The dates, 
at all events, seem to agree. 

SILVER COINAGE. Two denominations of silver coins were struck during the reign, the 
full miliaresion of ¢.3.g. and the two-thirds of ¢.2g. The full miliaresion has on the 
obverse the standing figure of the Virgin and on the reverse that of the emperor. The 
two-thirds miliaresion has a bust of the Virgin and on the reverse an inscription in six 
lines across the field. The inscriptions on both denominations include the emperor's 
family name Monomachus, so their attribution is not in doubt. 

The full miliaresia belong to the rather restricted group of Byzantine coins which 
have inscriptions running from one side of the coin to the other, AECTIOINA CWZOIC || 
EVCEBH MONOMAXON, Aéorrowa adfors evoepi) Movoudyov, “O Lady, preserve the 
pious Monomachus.’* The general types were evidently suggested by the large silver 
coins of Romanus III, but the emperor here wears military costume—scale armor and a 
military cloak which is fastened at the throat by a circular brooch and hangs to halfway 
down the leg—and holds a long cross and the hilt of a sheathed sword, which rests with 
the point of the scabbard on the ground. They may perhaps have been struck when the 
rebel Leo Tornikes appeared before the walls of Constantinople in September 1047, but 
there were too many other occasions in the reign when Constantine must have felt the 
desirability of the Virgin’s protection for this to be more than a conjecture. 

There are two varieties of this miliaresion, one only slightly concave, frequently 
fattened, and large in flan, about 30 mm. at its largest or 24 mm. within the inner circle, 
the other more strongly concave and smaller, about 25 mm. diameter or 20 mm. within 
the inner circle. The letters of the obverse inscription on the smaller series are widely 
spaced, so that they extend above the level of the Virgin’s outstretched arms and almost 
reach her nimbus. The distinction is most easily seen in the left field, where on the large 
series her hand almost touches the | of the word AECMOI, while on the small ones it 
touches the [1. The distinction is not absolute, for there are specimens whose precise 
class is not easy to determine, but it seems to have meant something and been recognized 
by the public. The best evidence of this comes from the Oxarve hoard, found in Sweden, 
which included what appears to have originally formed a single payment of one hundred 
of these miliaresia in proportions of exactly half and half, there being forty-nine specimens 
of one group and forty-eight of the other. Since gold payments in this period were 





4 Pyellus himself wrote on astronomy, but relied on ancient authors and, so far as T can see, does 
not mention either the supernova of 1054 or the comet of 1066. 

48 Wroth, p. 502, note 2, cites another variety of this coin from the Photiades sale catalogue, lot 489, 
where the inscription is given as HOKE ROHOEl TU) CW AOVAW | KWNCTANTL ] RACILD. Tt 
is probably a coin of Michael VII, Class IT (below, p. 811, No.7), with +MIXAHL misread as 
KWNCTANT. The type and the rest of the inscription are identical 

4 Wroth, p. 502, no. 17, describes a specimen of the smaller series as showing the emperor holding 
a patriarchal cross. This is incorrect. The series are to some extent different stylistically, with the 
standing figures on the large series very tall and that of the Virgin very slender, but they are identical 
in their iconographical details 

4 The description of the hoard by Ame does not mention this feature, which I discovered when 
examining the coins at Stockholm some years ago. Cf. T. J. Ame, “Einige Aufzcichnungen iiber in 
Schweden gefundene byzantinische Silbermiinzen,” in Siudien zur vorgeschichllichen Archdologie, 
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sometimes made half and half in tetartera (flat) and histamena (concave),}5 it looks as if 
the same were being done here, which if correct would carry with it the implication that 
there must have been a slight difference in value between the two varieties. Unfortunately 
the coins have usually survived in too damaged a condition for one to be sure of their 
weights, and the brittle state of the silver, coupled with the concave fabric, suggests that 
they may be somewhat debased. No clear deductions regarding their values can 
consequently be drawn. 

The two-thirds miliaresia, which are rather rarer than the full miliaresia, are all flat 
coins. They form two groups. On one there are no ornaments in the obverse field, while 
the inscription on the reverse is surmounted by ~—~, the middle stroke being an 
abbreviation mark, and has the terminal X’ (of MONOMAX’) flanked by = and =. On 
the other the head of the Virgin is flanked by two pear-shaped objects of uncertain 
significance—they occur also on other series!\—and the inscription is surmounted by 
and the X’ flanked by“ “t, i.e., crosses made with pellets. The meaning of these 
differences is unknown, 

Sabatier cites a further silver coin on the authority of Tanini.*” It is described as having 
on the obverse a standing emperor holding a long cross and a globus cruciger, with the 
inscription ]MONOMAX, and on the obverse a seated Christ. It is probably a misread coin 
of some kind, but I am at a loss for a precise identification 

COPPER COINAGE. There are no copper coins bearing the name of Constantine IX. The 
Anonymous Folles of Classes C and D were probably being struck during his reign, but 
no precise dating is possible. Wroth attributed to him the Anonymous Folles of Classes G 
and K, which Miss Thompson subsequently transferred to the periods of Romanus IV 
and Alexius I. 





Alfred Gotze 21 seinem 60. Geburtstage dargebracht, ed. H. Motefindt (Leipzig, 1925), 220-4, and my 
“Harold Hardrada and Byzantine Coin Types in Denmark,” Byzantinische Forschungen, 1 (1966), 130. 

+ Above, p. 39. 

¥ See Index III, s.v. ‘Virgin’ 

# Sabatier, II. 159, no, 10, from H, Tanini, Numismatum imperatorum Romanorwm ... supplemen- 
tum (1791), p. 429, whence also Mionnet, De la rareté et du prix des médailles romaines, 2nd ed. (Paris, 
1827), 11, 511. 
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*1a2 
1a.3 
lad 
tas 




















124 
15 


| Size 
ag | Die Po- | Obverse | Reverse Date 
| sition | | 
if 
Constantinople 
NoMISMA 
HISTAMENON 
| Class I 
| | +IhSXISREX RESNA | +CUNSTA TITh bASI | 1042-1055 
| NTIhm LEURM 
| Christ seated on wide | Bust of emperor | 
| lyre-backed throne | facing, wearing loros 
| (Type 14) facing, of traditional pattern 
| bearded, wearing and crown with cross 
| tunic and himation; | and pendilia, holding 
|r hand turned } in r. hand beaded 
| inwards in blessing, | scepter surmounted 
in sling of cloak, 1. | by leaved cross; in L., 
holds book by upper | globus surmounted | 
edge on knee. Triple | by cross. Triple 
| border of dots border of dots 
| | 
| (a) Patriarchal cross on 
| emperor's globus 
4 444/29 4! Concave | 
A 44230 4 
A 441/28 || AforA Ends €4SRM, 
AN 436/30 \.| Afor A Flattened | Starts -+CWNST NTh 
A 436 | 29 | AforA rae | 
Coins of Class I are normally either fat or flattened; only a few are clearly concave. 
Whittemore 
W. 8-11, R. 1987 
Whittemore 


Peirce 1948 from Hirsch via Baldwin vii. 30 
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Size 
Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition 





(b) Simple cross, having pelleted ends to. | 1042-1055 
limbs and resting on crescent, 
on emperor's globus 

















(lb) |A’ 4.48/27 \,| (Hess-Bank Leusale | Ends €4SRM 
12. iv. 62, lot 597) | 
Class IT (concave) 
Same inscr. and type | +CWNST ANTh bAS 
| Le4sRm 
| | Similar, but emperor 
| | holds in r. labarum, 
in L, gl. or. 
(a) Labarum & 
a1 (|N  4.42| 28 \.| ViorN 
2a2 8 440] 28 4 Ends bASIL[ 
2a30 | 4.39/27 4 A for A 
*2a4 |N 438) 28 | IAS for bAS 
2a5 |N 436 | 29 \ 
2a.6 | 428/28 \,| Flattened and double | IAS for bAS 
struck. Many details 
of throne omitted | 
2a.7 |A 3.79| 29 || Flattened IAS for bAS | 
(1b) ‘There was another specimen of this rare variant in the second Apostolo Zeno Sale, lot 2550, 
2 Coins of Class II are normally concave, but occasionally flattened. The lettering, especially 
‘on the reverse, is notably careless. The coins with unusual forms of labarum, here classed as 
varieties (b) and (c), were probably struck very early, before the design had become fixed 
2a.1-3 Whittemore 
'W. 12-15, R. 1988 
a4 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. ii. 29 
225-6 Whittemore 
2.7 Whittemore 


Though there is nothing abnormal about the style or fabric, and the coin is certainly of the 
period, it may be a contemporary counterfeit. The weight is low and there is some discolora- 
tion on the reverse to suggest that it may be plated copper. 
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Size 
No. | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 





(b) Labarum & 1042-1055, 
“21 |N 4.35 | 26 | AIS for IhS | 
2b2 |N 4.34 | a7 y) 
| | | (©) Labarum ti 


*2c N 439 | 25 \. | Ihl for IhS | Breaks STA NTh 
| 


| Class III (concave) 
| +IncXICRCXRCSMA | +CWNST ANT bASI | 


nth Le4sRM | 
| Bust of Christ | Bust of emperor | 
| Pantocrator (Type | facing, bearded, 
| VIIIc) facing, wearing simplified 
| bearded, with cross loros, collar-piece, | 
| nimbus having and crown with cross 


crescent in each upper| and pendilia, 

| quarter, wearing tunic| holding in r. hand 
and himation; r. scepter surmounted | 
hand raised in | by cross, in L., gl. cr. 
blessing, in sling of | Triple border of dots 
cloak, 1. clasps book 
to breast. Triple 
border of dots 

S18 453 | 28 S| Pforc ATT for ANT 
with loop | 
| attached 












Peirce 1948 fi 
w.—R.— 
2b.2 Whittemore 
2c + Whittemore 
Ww. R— 
3 The letters are tiny and always badly formed, especially on the obverse. It is impossible to 


reproduce all their simplifications and vagaries in print. Some die-sinkers evidently preferred 
Constantinos Bas Rm to Constant Basileus Rm for the reverse inscription, but this variant 
does not seem important enough to justify a separate heading, ATh is commoner than the 
correct form ANT in CONST ANT. 

34 ‘Whittemore 
W. (Constantine VIII) 6-9, R. 1970-1 
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Size | 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
‘We sition 
932 | 443) 27 \.| Lforh ATh for ANT 1042-1055 
33 8 442/27 J | Reads AThI NOSbA | 
pierced sem 
34 jar 441] 27 | HhCXLIUIXncr =| AThI for ANT | 
| nAnTIhm | 
35 [A 4.41 | 27 \ | Letter forms illegible | ATh for ANT 
36 ja 440/29 | +CUNS ATh IASI 
| LeliRn 
37 |x 4.40/27 4] Reads ANTI IAS 
38 [ar 4.40/28 \ | or b, C for € 
39 |x 439/27 4! ANTI NOSbASRM 
310 |x 4.39/27 \j ATh for ANT 
311 la 439/27 || Flattened | ACh for ant 
312 [a 439/27 4 +CU NS ATh IASIL 
{ cvvAn | 
3.13 | 4.38/28 || Flattened ACh | for ANT b 
3.14 N 437) 27 4) | ATh for ANT 
313 | 436/28 4) Th for ANT 
316 [a 436/27 \ ATh for ANT 
9317 |W 434) 28 \ ATh for ANT 
318 | 4.32 27 || Flattened TS ATh for STANT | 
32 Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler (Athens) vill. 27 
33-5 Whittemore 
3.6 Peirce 1948 from Raymond ii. 30 
37 Whittemore 
3.8 Swiss Collection 1956 
39 Whittemore 
3.10 Peirce 1948 from Platt ili, 24 
341 Friend 1957 
3.12-13 Whittemore 
3.14 Peirce 1948 from Platt xii. 26 


3.15-18 


Whittemore 
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| Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse | Date 
© | sition | 





| 
Class IV (mainly concave) 


| Same inscr. and type, | +CWNSTANT NOSb | 1054(2)- 

| but no crescents in. | ASILEHSRM 1055, 

nimbus | Bust of emperor | 
facing, bearded, 
wearing jeweled 
chlamys with collar- 

| piece and crown with 
cross and pendilia, 

| holding in r, hand, 
gl.cr., in, sword. 

| | Tol and r., 3% | 

| | Triple border of dots 


(a) Large module, concave 


“dal ja 4.43 | 27 
*4a.2 |A 4.40 | 26 
*4a3 |M 4.40 | 27 


| | (b) Small module, flat 


4b | 4.40 | 22 | Gospel Book held 
pierced | from beneath 





(c) Mule of (b) and (a) 


4c N 434) 26 4 | Small die, book held | Large die 
| pierced | from beneat i 


4 There are two main groups. Coins of (a) have larger dies and are concave; the Gospel Book 
is held in the usual Pantocrator gesture, with the thumb and fingers separated and pellets 
showing only on the upper edge and foredge. Coins of (b) have smaller dies and are fat; 
the book is held from below, with pellets showing on three of its edges. Mules of the two 
groups occur, so presumably some dies for (a) were made flat. A decision to abandon the 
concave form may have been made just before Constantine's death, since the histamena of 
the next reign are flat. 

41 Peirce 1948 
WR 

4.2 Peirce 1948 from Spink xi, 27 

4.3 Peirce 1948 from Spink xii. 36 














4 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W.7, R.— 
4c Whittemore 


W.6,R.— 
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| Size 
No. Maer oa Obverse Reverse Date 
* | sition 
| 
| TETARTERON 
Class T 
IhSXISREX RESNA | +CLONST ANTh bASI | 1042-1055 
NTIhM LeusRm 
| Same type, Gospel Bust of emperor 
Book held with | facing, bearded, 
| outspread hand. wearing jeweled 
Single border chlamys (without 
of dots collar) and crown 
with cross and 
pendilia, holding in r. 
hand beaded scepter 
| surmounted by 
| trefoil, in 1., gl. er. 
| Single border of dots 
| i (a) Broken obv. inser. 
Sal |M 409/19 || €X omitted IA for bA 
Sa2 |4 408/19 | IMC for €4S 
*5a3 | 4.05/20 | 
*Sa4 | 4.04/17 \.| Reads ISEX REN 
a5 | 4.04/19 \ | 
5a6 [a4 402] 19 || DCXDEforREXRE | -+CUINS for +CWNST 
a7 |W 4.02/19 4 
5a8 |W 402/19 4 
*5a.9 |# 3.99] 18 \,| €X omitted, ends 
Thm 
5a.10 Es 3.70 | 18 | | RESN off flan | $CUNSTANT IASIL | 
| [ear 





Sat 


5a.2 
5a3 
5a4 
5a5-9 
5a.10 


‘The letters are more clearly made than those of the histamena, but are often blurred either 


because of the thickness of the coi 
‘Whittemore 

W. 1-2, R. 1985 

Peirce 1948 

Peirce 1948 from Spink xi. 27 
Peirce 1948 from Hirsch vii. 30 
‘Whittemore 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 


ins or through the use of worn dies. 
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| Size ] 
wo, | Metal | pe to. Obverse Reverse Date 
“e sition 
(b) Unbroken oby. inser. 
*5b.1 | 4.03 | 19 \,| RESIN for RESN +Cuons ANT hSIAL | 1042-1055 
| Cross-arms without | €4S 
serifs, pellet in each | Cross linear instead 
of being formed from | 
| | 5 pellets | 
*5b.2 |N  4.02/ 18 4) -HhTXIPRCXBCC +CUNS ANTh IASIL 
| NANTIhA e4SRM 
| 
Class 1 
| Similar inscr.and | Similar inser. and | 
type, but Gospel type, but chlamys 
| | Book held from has collar and 
| beneath | emperor holds 
| | labarum instead of 
| | scepter with trefoil 
61 |X 407/19 4 +CUN ANT hOlIL 
| | €om 
"6.2 |N 407/18 |) +HASXISOCxDCI | +CUON TANT hOSIL 
| NANTIhn eR 
63 |x 406) 18 4 +CuN ANE ROUL 
im 
v4 |w 404) 18 4 +CUN TANT hOVIL, 
ERM 
65 |N 4.03] 18 4) +eSxISRCXRES +CWN ANT hOSIL 
NAN thm en 
5b.1 Whittemore 
W.3,R.— 
$2 Whittemore 
6 ‘The inscriptions on Class II are much more carelessly rendered than are those of Class I, 


and can be only approximately reproduced in print. The final syllable of CWN[ST]JANT INOS 
is normally intended to be present, but the OS has displaced the bA of basileus. 

61 Whittemore 
W. 4-5, R. 1986 

62-3 Whittemore 

64 Peirce 1948 aeq, ii. 31 

65-6 Whittemore 
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] 
Size ] 
No, Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition | 
ens Seer eae 
| | 
66 A 403/18 {| IIRILIRENDCSNAN | +CN ANT hOIILE— | 1042-1055 
m 
6.7 8 403) 18 || HLUSXIRCXDYINAN | +CWN ANT hOSIL 
| Thm em 
68 4 402] 20 |) HUILXICRCN[ hm | +CWN ANT hOSIL 
—m 
69 | 401/17 4 | HWIXICRCXRCCNAM | +CUT ANT hOsICL 
Thm | 
610 4 400] 18 4) HILXICRCXDCCNA | +CUA ANT NOILem 
NTIAM 
641 | 4.00] 18 \.| Inscr. illegible | +CUN TANT hOSOLL 
612 A 3.99] 17 || HeSXISREXRESNAN | +CWN ANT hOSILEM 
| Tih 
613 4 3.97] 18 || +LISXIIREXREINAN | +CW) ANT BASILE 
Thm 
614 ay 3.96 | 19 7) HISXIREXRGLNAN | +CWA ART hOSILL 
| Tim 
(Concave) | 
+AECMOI NACWZ | EVCERH MONOMA 
oie XON 
The Virgin standing | Emperor standing, 
on dais, facing, facing, wearing scale 
orans, nimbate, armor, cloak, and 
wearing tunic and_—_| crown with cross and 
maphorion. To L., pendilia. In r. hand, 
IF ; to r., GV. Double | long cross with pellet 
linear border at end of each arm; 
1. hand on hilt of 
sheathed sword 
resting with point on 
the ground. Double 
| __| linear border | 
6.7 Peirce 1948 from Ratto xi. 29 
68-9 Whittemore 
610 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 


611-14 Whittemore 
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Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- | Obverse Reverse | Date 
we sition | 
(a) Large module | 1042-1055 
' 
*Ja1 R 283) 31 || Nodais 
7a2 IR 249/29 
pierced | 
*7a3 |\R 2.49 | 30 \,| Flattened Cloak of emperos 
pierced | | omitted 
Ta4 |R 2.33/29 4) 
cracked 
*7a5 |R 215/27 | 
chipped | 
Ta6 | 241|29 |) ZO broken away | MAX broken away 
broken, 
Ja7 |R 2.09 | 28 
| (b) Small module 
7b. |B 2.86 | 29 \, | Flattened 
© broken 
and 
| epaired 
*7b.2 |B 2.30/26 | 
pierced 
*7b.3 





Tad 


Tad 
a3 
Taa-5 
a6 
Tat 
Tol 


1b.2-3 








| 
R192 | 26 4 | JA€CMOI NE 








Whittemore 
W. 16, R.— 

Peirce 1948 from Vogel Sale 25 iii, 29, lot 1048 

Schindler 1960 from Egger 1912 from collection of Fenerly Bey 

Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler vi. 26 

Whittemore 

W. 17, R. 1989 

This coin, which, besides having been mounted, is badly cracked and discolored, is pethaps 
a contemporary forgery of plated copper. 

‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 
wo, | Metal | pie Pe: Obverse Reverse Date 
| We. sition 
| TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
(Flat) 
HRAAXEP NITICA --- | 1042-1055 
Bust of the Virgin | oKeR,o, 
orans, nimbate, | KONCTAN 
wearing tunic and TINWAEC 
maphorion. To 1., FP MOTHTW 
To r., BV Double MONOMA 
| linear border | =X | 
| | | Double linear border 
| | (a) No ornaments beside nimbus; 
| | no crosses on rev. 
Bal R 207/24 4 | 
pierced 
82 |R 2.05 | 24 \,| Ends NIL | 
pierced 
823 |R 2.03/23 | Last letters of lines 
broken | 1-3 broken away 
vea4 | 203/24 | 
broken | 
gas |R 1.70/24 4 
broken 
| (b) Two pear-shaped objects beside nimbus; 
rev. inscr. starts “+ — 
and ends“ X! 
(>) jm 149] 20 4| cw.18) 
clipped 
fa.1 Friend 1957 
W. —, R. 1990 
82.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
82.3 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
Bad Schindler 1960 from Egger 1917 
a5 Whittemore 
(8b) This variety seems to be rarer than 8a. There is a second specimen in the BN (1.67 g., worn), 


and I saw a third one (2.10 g.) in trade in 1962. 


THEODORA 
Sole ruler 11 January 1055 - 31 August 1056 
(Augusta 1042-1056) 


Theodora’s sole reign dated from the death of Constantine IX on 11 January 1055. 
Since she was now seventy-four years of age it was generally expected that she would 
take a husband and again retire into the background. But she had learned from her 
sister’s experience that emperors acquiring the throne by marriage were commonly 
ungrateful, and court and populace alike were somewhat dismayed when they saw her 
assuming the full responsibilities of government, appointing officials, hearing cases, and 
issuing edicts as if she were a man. She proved, in fact, a more capable sovereign than 
many others of her century, and her nineteen months of rule were relatively free from 
trouble, But in the summer of 1056 she fell seriously ill, and was persuaded by her advisors 
to crown as co-emperor an elderly noble, Michael Bringas, or at least to designate him as 
her successor. She died on the last day of August 1056, on the eve of the opening of a new 
indiction 

Gold was minted in abundance during Theodora’s reign, despite her reputation for 
parsimony, and her coins are surprisingly common. Her claim that she had always been 
rightfully empress allowed her to avoid the usual accession donatives, which must have 
been a considerable advantage to the treasury. She struck only one type each of histamenon 
and tetarteron, the histamenon showing some small variations in design which are noted 
in the text of the catalogue. The careful delineation of the details of the imperial robes 
on both the nomisma and the tetarteron is worthy of note. The former shows very clearly 
the curious shieldlike fold of the simplified loros bearing a cross which frequently occurs 
in the costume of empresses in the second half of the eleventh century.* Dumbarton Oaks 
possesses a very fine four-solidus gold bulla of Theodora on which she wears a simplified 
loros, with high pearl collar as on her tetartera, and holds a labarum and a globus 
surmounted by a trefoil. 

There is only one type of silver coin, showing the bust of the Virgin orans (labelled 
Blachernitissa) on the obverse and an inscription in the field on the reverse. It continues 
the last issue of Constantine IX and was to be continued by Michael VI. Specimens are 
very rare; the only ones known to me are those in the Bibliothéque Nationale and at 
Dumbarton Oaks, Schlumberger and Dieudonné, who at various times published the 
Paris specimen, both attributed it to the reign of Constantine IX, regarding it as a 


2 Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 611-12. 

See above, p. 125. It was wrongly identified by Ebersolt with the ®epéoaov. 

* Grierson, “Byzantine Gold Bullae, with a Catalogue of Those at Dumbarton Oaks,” DOP, 20 
(1966), 249-50, No, 3 (with illustrated enlargement). 
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companion piece to the coin of this emperor with the Blachernitissa inscription. The 
discovery of a similar coin of Michael VI has reduced the force of this argument, and 
Wroth is surely correct in ascribing the piece to the reign of Theodora alone. The silver 
coins give her the title despoina, while on the gold she is styled augousta, but at this time 
no distinction was made between them. 

There are no copper coins bearing Theodora’s name, but Class D or E of the Anonymous 
Folles was being produced by the mint at about this period. Class C was attributed to 
her by Wroth, but it is much earlier, belonging to the 1040's. 


4G. Schlumberger, “Une monnaie inédite de V'imperatrice Theodora,” RN®, 13 (1895), 88-90 
(= his Mélanges d'archéologie byzantine, 1. 311-13); A. Dieudonné in RN‘, 3 (1899), 197-8 (Pl. 11. 17); 
Wroth, pp. 506-7 (PL. tx. 5). 
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| Size | 
No. | Metal | pie Po. | obve vers 2 
we | Si | erse Reverse Dat 
| 
| Constantinople | 
| NoMISMA | 
HISTAMENON | 
+IhSXISDCX RCSN | +@€OAWPA AVTO | 1055-1056 
| ANTIhM VCTA 
| Christ standing on | Tol, Theodora 
| | square souppedion _| standing, facing, 
| (Type IVb) facing, | wearing crown with 
| bearded, with cross | pinnacles and 
| nimbus, wearing pendilia, divitision, 
| tunic and himation; | and loros with collar- 
| r. hand raised in piece and shield-like 
| blessing in sling of | ornament; r. hand | 
| | | cloak, |. holds book, | on breast. To r., the | 
| with “on cover, by | Virgin standing, | 
| lower edge. Double | facing, nimbate, 
| border of dots | wearing tunic and 
| maphorion and hold- 
ing 1. hand up before 
| body. To L. of her 
| head, M To r., © 
Between them they 
| hold abarum on shaft, 
| with pellet below. 
| | Double border of dots) 
1 The great majority of the histamena have a pellet on the labarum shaft, the labarum design 


&, and pellets in the nimbus of Christ. There are much rarer varieties with either no pellet 
or a pellet and a wedge on the labarum shaft, or with labarum E3, or with no pellets in the 
nimbus. That these represent something more than a die-sinker’s vagaries is suggested by 
‘he fact that all specimens with El have also no pellets in the nimbus. I have therefore made 
of them separate groups, though they may represent no more than uncertainty over details 
when the design was first introduced. The lettering is very poor, with R approximating to D, 
the € nearly always C, and M usually rendered J. It is a clear M, however, on coins of 
groups (c) and (d), which supports the view of their being early in date. 
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Size | ] 
No. uel | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
i sition | 
= == | | = 
(a) Labarum 68, pellet on shaft; 1055-1056 
| pellets in nimbus of Christ 
tat |N 4.46/26 \ OP for WPA 
| A for A later 
ta2 |4 4.46| 24 || Letters blurred 
through double 
striking 
ta3 |N 4.45 | 24 4 | Begins IhIXIIDCX IA for PA 
*1a4 N 4.44/24 | | +IhCXICDCX DCIN IA for PA 
| ANTIhO 
*1a5 |N 442/24 || Ends Tim 
1a.6 AN 440) 26 | | Letters blurred * for O 
ta? |W 438/24 4 
pierced 
| and | 
| plugged 
a8 |N 4.38| 24 + for © 
tad |A 4.36| 25 4 ATV for AVE 
pierced | 
Jato | 4.34/26 4 | MA for PA 
| pierced 
Jatt |W 408/25 4 
| pierced | 
and | 
plugged | 
| (b) As last, but « beneath pellet on shaft | 
*ab) [a 25 | (R199) 
tat Peirce 1948, 
W.45,R— 
1a.2-3. Whittemore 
ta4 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vi. 28, 
1a.5-6 Whittemore 
ta? Friend 1957 
1a.8-11 Whittemore 
(1b) Ratto 1997, now at Milan, had previously appeared in the Bement Sale, lot 1736. 
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Size 
sition | 
(c) Labarum @8, pellet on shaft; 1055-1056 
no pellets in nimbus 
‘ict |A 443) 26 |) +Inxnenesx nes | | 
Thm | 
to2 |ar 4.40] 26 || HnSXISREX DOIN | | 
ANTIhM | 
tc3 |¥ 4.39/25 ,/| EndsDCSNANThM | IA for PA | 
(a) As last, but no pellet on shaft | 
“ia ay 433 | 24 \ | | 
pierced | | 
‘TETARTERON 
No inscription | +OcOAW P AVrov 
Bust of Christ Bust of Theodora 
(Type V6) facing, facing, wearing 
with long pointed | crown with cross and 
beard and cross pendilia, loros of 
nimbus having ++ in | modified type, with | 
arms, wearing tunic | central ornamental 
and himation;r. hand | strip, and high pearl 
raised before breast | collar. In r. hand, 
in blessing, 1. holds _| scepter with pellets, 
| book from beneath. | in L, gl. er. Single 
Tol, (CTor., XC | border of dots 
Single border of dots 
lel ‘Whittemore 
W.—R— 
1.2 Peirce 1948 from Spink vii, 28 
1c.3 Whittemore 
1d Whittemore 
WR 
2 The difficulty of forming the tiny letters necessary for the tetarteron has now caused the 


abandonment of any obverse inscription, but one for the reverse was still required. The 
letters are, as usual, very badly formed; the initial © of Theodora's name is almost invariably 
an O and the P is usually either an | or omitted. 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | ‘sition 
21 | 407/19 4 +OEOAWII AVFOV | 1055-1056 
22 |W 404/19 | | for P 
23 | 4.04/18 \ Ends OVC 
424 N 403) 18 \ 
25 | 403/18 4 | +0€0A A Avrovc 
26 | 402) 20 \ | +€0NW Avrve 
27 |W 4.02/20 \ | P omitted 
28 [MN 401) 20 4 P omitted; ends 
| AVroc 
29 ja 4.00 | 18 \ | Ends OVC 
210 | 4.00] 20 4 P omitted 
ai ja 3.98/19 4 P omitted; ends OVC 
2.12 N 3.97)18 \ | for P Ends OVC 
213 |W 3.95/17 4 P omitted 
214 |W 3.87/18 4 | +O€OAWD AVTOVCT] 
| 
‘TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
| HRAAXeP NITICA +0RE 
| Bust of the Virgin ROHOE! 
| orans, nimbate, OcOAWPA 
| wearing tunic and ‘AECNOINH 
maphorion. Tol, | THMOPOV 
WP To r., OV POrENN | 
-Tw - | 
| Double linear border | Double linear border 
3 |R 1Mlat 4 
pierced | 
21-3. Whittemore 
W. 1-3, R. 1996 
24 Whittemore 
‘The color of the metal of this coin is poorer than usual, 
25 Peirce 1948 from Spink xii. 36 
26 Peirce 1948 from Ciani i, 24 
27-8 Whittemore 
29 Peirce 1948 
210-11 Whittemore 
212 Friend 1957 
2.13 Whittemore 
2.14 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vi. 28 
3 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 


W. pp. 506-7, R. — 


MICHAEL VI Stratioticust 
31 August 1056 - 30 August 1057 


Though Psellus tells us that Michael VI was crowned emperor while Theodora was 
still alive,? it was not till 31 August, after her death, that his accession was proclaimed in 
the city. He was elderly and incompetent, and his tactless treatment of a number of high 
military officials provoked a rebellion in Asia Minor in the summer of 1057, Isaac Comnenus 
being proclaimed emperor at Gunaria near Kastamouni on 8 June.‘ After negotiations 
in which the historian Psellus played a leading role, Isaac agreed to accept the lesser 
office of Caesar and a promise of the succession, but Michael's position in the capital had 
already been undermined and on 30 August he abdicated, assuming as was customary 
the monastic habit. Isaac entered the capital on the evening of the 31st and was crowned 
the next day. Michael died early in the new reign.* 

The histamenon of Michael VI is one first satisfactorily published by Wroth? but 
ascribed by him to Michael V. The obverse type is a bust of Christ ; the reverse shows the 
coronation of Michael by the Virgin, like the coins of Romanus III. Two varieties are 
known, one with pellets and the other with square jewels in the arms of the cross in 
Christ's nimbus. The attribution has been discussed already. The transfer to Michael V 
of the histamenon formerly ascribed to Michael VI makes it reasonable to give the one 
with the emperor and the Virgin to Michael VI in exchange. The coin is surprisingly rare 
for a reign that lasted as long as a year. 

Michael VI's tetartera are on the other hand fairly common. The obverse shows the 
bust of the Virgin orans, without inscription, this feature being carried on from Class II 
of Theodora’s tetartera; the reverse shows the emperor standing. The coins give him the 
title of autocrator, which he also bears on his histamena; it is rare on the coins of the 
period, but it helped to differentiate his issues from those of Michael IV and Michael V, 
and it has been argued that he used the title because, unlike the two preceding Michaels, 


 Michael’s family name was Bringas (Bplyyos), but he is generally known by the nickname Stratio- 
ticns. Psellus calls him Michael the Aged. 

2 Psellus, vi (Theodora), 21 (ed. Renauld, II. 82) 

*Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 612. It is possible, in view of the nature of Theodora’s sudden illness, 
that she associated Michael with her on the 31st and died later in the day, 

4 [hid., 11. 622-3. 

* [bid., 11. 636-8. 

¢ Psellus, Chron., vii (Michael V1), 43 (ed. Renauld, II. 110) 

7 Wroth, p. 498, No. 1 (Pl. :vur. 5); a misread specimen had been earlier attributed to Michael VII 
(Banduri, Numismat. imperat. Roman., IL. 751 = Mionnet. IT. 525 = Sabatier, IT. 175, no. 3). Wroth’s 
conjecture (p. 498, note 1) that Banduri’s AVKOC was a misreading for AVTOC(PAC) is entirely 
convincing, 

* Above, p. 721 
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he did not have to share power with a princess of the Macedonian dynasty. The tetartera 
are of only 16/17 carat gold, their poor quality being very evident to the eye.” 

The only known silver coin of Michael VI is a two-thirds miliaresion, now at Dumbarton 
Oaks, which was first published by Bertelé.2° It is of the same type as the two-thirds 
miliaresia of Constantine IX and of Theodora, having on the obverse a bust of the Virgin 
orans and on the other an inscription in several lines running across the field. Although 
this gives the emperor no titles other than those of orthodoxos and despotes, its close 
resemblance to the other two coins, and in particular its use of the epithet Blachernitissa 
with the bust of the Virgin, justifies our ascribing it to Michael VI. 

The coin is remarkable in its use of the title orthodoxos. This otherwise occurs only 
once in Byzantine numismatics, on the similar silver coin of Michael VI's successor 
Isaac I, Bertelé has argued that it was in some sort a reflection of the schism of 1054: 
a firm affirmation of his orthodoxy by the Byzantine emperor in the face of Roman 
pretensions. Laurent would see in it not so much an affirmation of the emperor's orthodoxy 
as an appeal devised by the ambitious Patriarch Michael Cerularius that the emperor 
should show himself orthodoxy personified? Although the epithet formed part of the 
coronation /audes and might be used by any emperor—it is applied to Alexander, for 
example, on his mosaic portrait in Saint Sophia and to Romanus II on a small silver 
cross in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection—its use on coins by two successive emperors in 
the decade following 1054 must surely have some significance, and Bertelé’s interpretation 
seems to me an acceptable one. 

There are no copper coins bearing Michael VI's name. Wroth assigned to him the 
Anonymous Folles of Class F, which Miss Thompson would transfer to Constantine X. 
Either Classes E or F may in fact have been struck while Michael was on the throne, 
though they cannot be limited to any particular reign. 


* Grierson, “Notes on the Fineness of the Byzantine Solidus,"” BZ, 54 (1961), 95-6. This low figure 
proves that the coins belong to Michael VI, not, as their commonness might suggest, to Michael IV. 
WT, Bertele, “Un rif_esso numismatico dello scisma d’oriente,” EPANOZ. Raccolia di soritti in 
‘onore del Prof. Casimivo Adami (Verona, 1941), 218-21. 
1 V, Laurent, “Le titre d’empereur orthodoxe et le sens de son emploi dans la numismatique,”” 
Cronica munismaticd si arheologicd, 19 (1945), 35-41. 
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Size 











ies | _ | i Pos Obverse Reverse Date 
Constantinople 
| Nomaswa 
| HISTAMENON i 
| | HALIXIIRCXRESN | +MIXAHLAYNOCR | 1056-1057 
| | ANTIAM AN | 
| Bust of Christ Tol, half figure of | 
| | Pantocrator (Type | emperor facing, | 
| | VIII) facing, bearded, wearing 
| bearded, with cross | jeweled chlamys, 
| | nimbus having + or | with end draped 
' | win arms, wearing | over. arm, and 
| tunic and himation; | crown with cross and 
| | x. hand raised in pendilia, holding r. 
blessing, in sling of hand to breast and 
! | cloak, 1. clasps book | gl. cr. inl. To r., 
| | to breast. Double | half-figure of the 
border of dots | Virgin facing, 
| \ wearing tunic and 
maphorion, holding 1 
| hand before her and 
| | crowning emperor 
| with r. Between 
i | their heads, if © | 
| Double border of dots| 
| (a) + in arms of cross; | 
| no fringe to hem of chlamys 
tat |W 445/24 4 Ends CRN; 0 for © | 
a2 |W 442/25 7 
4 ‘The letters are badly formed, and can be only approximately reproduced in print, 
tad Peirce 1948 from Cahn 


ta2 


w.—R.— 
‘Whittemore 
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xo, | Metal | pie Po. obverse Reverse Date 
we sition 
(b) min arms of cross; fringe of three 1056-1057 
| tassels to hem of chlamys 
tb1 [a 444/26 || Ends thim OD for 5 
tb2 |¥ 440/25 || DforR +MXA HAY TOCRE 
—M for MO 
“ibs [AN 434/25 4 
TETARTERON 
No inscription +MIXAHA AVSOC 
Bust of the Virgin | RAN’ 
orans, nimbate, | Emperor standing 
wearing tunic and | facing on cushion, 
maphorion. To 1., FP | wearing loros of 
To r., BV Single modified type and 
| border of dots crown with cross and 
| pendilia, holding in 
| r. hand long cross, 
| in L, akakia, Single 
border 
21 |W 4.03/20 4| Samedieas 2.3 Same die as 2.3 
22 |W 400| 20 Lfor A 
23 |M 389/19 || Same die as 2.1 Same die as 2.1 
124 |W 3.28/18 4 L for A 
1b.1-3 Whittemore 
W. (Michael V) 1, R.— 
24 Friend 1957 
W. 1-2, R. 2004 
22 Whittemore 
2.3 Peirce 1948 from Ratto 9. xii. 30, lot 2004 ex Vogel 1050 ex Horsky 4887 This coin 
24 Peirce 1948 from Glendining sale 9. ii. 31, lot 660 
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No. 


MICHAEL VI ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ FRACTIONAL 


Size 
Metal 2 
‘al | Die Po: 


| sition | 











#3: 














Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
WR 


| [HRAAXEP] NITICA 
| Bust of the Virgin 

| orans, nimbate, 
wearing tunic and 

| maphorion, ToL, FP 
To r., GV Double 
linear border 


TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
+OKE 
ROHOEl 
MIXAH[A 
oPpeoa[o 
ZWAEC 
NOTH 


1056-1057 


| Double linear border 


ISAAC I Comnenus 
1 September 1057 - 22 November 1059 


Isaac was acclaimed emperor in June 1057, but he no doubt dated his reign from his 
occupation of Constantinople and his coronation by the patriarch on 1 September He 
was a vigorous reformer, and soon made himself unpopular by abolishing useless offices 
at court, cancelling alienations from the imperial domain, curtailing the incomes of the 
monks, and finally deposing that most arrogant of Byzantine clerics, Michael Cerularius. 
But he was no longer a young man, and a narrow escape from death in September 1059 
when a tree, against which he had been leaning a few minutes before, was struck by 
lightning, seems to have shaken his nerve. A critical illness almost immediately afterward 
forced him to take thought for the future. His son Manuel had died before him and his 
brother John refused the throne, whereupon he passed over his other relations and chose 
Constantine Ducas as his successor, though without formally naming him emperor or 
abdicating himself. This created an extremely awkward situation, and after much hesita~ 
tion Constantine was persuaded to clothe himself in the imperial vestments and was 
accepted as emperor by the Senate. Isaac thereupon abdicated and retired to the monastery 
of Studion, where he died exactly a year later.* The date of the abdication is not recorded 
by any of our major authorities, but a recently discovered chronological note in MS 
Athenensis graecus 1429, fol. 43, gives it precisely as Monday, 22 November, in the 
thirteenth indiction, i.e., in 1059.4 There is no authority for the date 25 December 
given in most modern works. 

The gold coinage of Isaac was unfavorably commented upon by contemporaries 
because of its ostentatiously military character. There are two types of histamenon. 
On one (Class I) the emperor holds a labarum with his right hand and rests his left hand on 
the hilt of his sheathed sword, while on the other (Class Il) there is no labarum and he 
holds his drawn sword over his right shoulder. The first type corresponds fairly closely to 
that used by Constantine IX for his large silver coins, but the second type, with a naked 


* Cedrenus, Bonn ed., TT. 637. 

* Psellus, vii (Constantine X), 9-13 (ed. Renauld, II. 143-4), a vivid account of events in which 
the historian played a leading role, The account of the actual abdication is on pp. 129ff., but as usual 
there are no dates. 

* Nicephorus Bryennius, i. 5 (Bonn ed., p. 23). 

« P, Gautier, “Monodie inédite de Michel Psellos sur le basileus Andronic Doucas,”” REB, 24 (1966), 
156-7. This date had been arrived at by Muralt on quite other grounds, and is preferable to that of 
24 November proposed by Polemis. Cf. D. I. Polemis, ‘Notes on Eleventh Century Chronology 
(1059-1081),"” Bz, 58 (1965), 61 

* Seylitzes Cont., in Bonn ed. of Cedrenus, II. 641; Zonaras, xviii. 4.2 (Bonn ed., IIT. 665-6). 
Similarly Matthew of Edessa, ii. 79 (Chronique de Mathieu d'Edesse (962-1136), trans. E, Dulaurier 
(Paris, 1858), 104-5). 
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sword, was wholly new. It was this which particularly caused offense, for it seemed to 
imply that the emperor believed he owed his throne to his military qualities, not to divine 
decree. 

‘There is no definite evidence to determine the order of issue. Wroth rather tentatively 
put Class I after Class IJ, on the ground that its reverse type might have suggested that 
of one issue of Constantine X. It could also be reasonably argued that the type with the 
drawn sword would have come first, the other being introduced later as a concession to 
public feeling. One detail of the obverse type, however, points strongly the other way. 
Both classes have what is essentially the same representation of a seated Christ, but on 
coins of Class I the Gospel Book held by Christ is invariably, at least as far as my records 
g0, decorated 3, while on Class II it is normally decorated &. Some coins of Class II, 
however, have &, and the simplest way of accounting for them is to assume that when 
this class was introduced, the mint decided to use up old dies with & before going over to 
those approved for the new one. To this argument may be added the fact that the inscrip- 
tions on Class I are usually a little more correct than those on Class IT. Although these 
considerations are not decisive, and may perhaps be outweighed by other evidence (e.g.., 
that of hoards) still to be discovered, they seem for the present to justify a reversal of 
the accepted order. 

‘There was only a single issue of tetartera, showing the emperor holding a globus 
cruciger and sheathed sword. Specimens are rather rare, perhaps in consequence of the 
large issues under Theodora and Michael VI. 

The silver is extremely rare; only two specimens at Paris and the one at Dumbarton 
Oaks seem to be known. It is of the usual module for a two-thirds miliaresion, and has 
on the obverse the facing bust of Christ and on the reverse an inscription in six lines 
across the field. Like the similar coin of Michael VI, it is remarkable in that it gives the 
emperor the title “orthodox.” 

No copper coinage bearing Isaac’s name is known. The rather rare Anonymous Folles 
of Class E were assigned to his reign by both Wroth and Miss Thompson, but the subsequent 
discovery of a specimen overstruck on a signed coin of Constantine X puts them a few 
years later. 

© One was published by Wroth, p. 513 (PL Lx. 14), and previously by Schlumberger, “Monnaies, 
bulle et bague byzantine inédites,’” RN, 7 (1889), 261-2 (= his Mélanges d'archéologie byzantine, 
1. 61-2). 
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No. Metal ae Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
| 2 : a Ee 
| 
| 
| Constantinople 
HISTAMENON (concave) 
| | Class 
| Emperor with sheathed sword 
IdSXISNCX RCNA | -HCAAKIOC RACIAE | 1051-1059 
| | NTIAM, vePum | 
| | Christ seated on Emperor standing 
| | backless throne facing, bearded, | 
(Type 111) facing, wearing scale armor, 
| bearded, with cross | cloak, and crown with| 
| nimbus, wearing cross and pendilia. 
| | tunic and himation; In r. hand, labarum; 
| | | r hand raised to side | 1. hand on hilt of 
| H in blessing, 1. holds _| sheathed sword 
| book, with 8 on resting with point on 
| cover, by spine on _the ground. Double 
knee. Double border | border of dots 
of dots 
11 | 441/28 || 2forS Flattened RAIA for RACIA | 
Same die as 1.3 | 
1.20 |W 439/28} HACXICREX MEIN | RIE Jw 
| ANTIhM | 
1.30 |8 439/26 | +[ JXISRCX MIChN | RAIA for RACIA 
| ANTInM | Same die as 1.1 | 
14 [A 438) 26 4 | 
1.1 Peirce 1948 from Vogel Sale, lot 1051 
W. 4, R. 2008 
1.2 Peirce 1948 from Schulman ii, 28 
1.3 Peirce 1948 
1.4 Whittemore 
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Size | 
No. | beeiag Die Po Reverse Date 
| sition | 
a= = —_ 
| | 
| | Class IL 
| Emperor with drawn sword 
| | Same inser. and type, | -HCAAKIOCRA 1057-1059 
| but Gospel Book | CIAEVCPWUM’ 
| ornamented @ Emperor standing 
| | facing, as before, but 
| | | grasps scabbard with 
| i i ! 1. hand and holds 
i i | sword in r. on his r. 
| shoulder. Double 
| | border of dots 
"24 |N 4.47 | 27 ,/| Begins +1 
22 Ja 443/27 4] 
23 N 441) 24 4 
24 |S 4.37126 | | HAIXICRCX RIINA 
| | Nam 
| | Book with @ 
"25 # 4.37 | 25 4 | AforA A for A 
26 8 436] 25 || 2for$ Flattened A for A 


27 iV 433) 27 \ 
28 i” 425 | 27 || @for$ Book with @ 
| P 








21 Whittemore 
W. 2-3, R. 2007 

2.2 Friend 1957 

23 Shaw 1947 

24-6 Whittemore 

27 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 28 

28 Whittemore 


34 
bes 
433 
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| Size 
Die Po- Obverse 
sition | 


Metal 





| Hdsxisrex RCSNA 
NTIhm 


| VIld) facing, bearded, 
with cross nimbus 
having pellet in each 
arm, wearing tunic 
and himation; r. hand 
raised in blessing in 
sling of cloal 
book from beneath. 
Single border of dots 











N 401) 19 \} 
N 397} 20%. 
N 3.94/19 | Aford 


| TWO-THIRDS 








Bust of Christ (ype | 


holds | 








Reverse 


TETARTERON 


HICAAKIO C RACIA 
€VCPM 

As Class I of 
histamenon, but 
emperor holds gl. cr. 
instead of labarum. 
Single border of dots | 





1057-1059 








MILIARESION | 
No inscription | t+ 
Bust of Christ | KEPOHO, 
| facing, as on ICAAKIO) 
| tetarteron, but two opeorAjonw 
pellets in each arm of AECNOT[H 
cross and in field 1., TWKOM[NH 
[C In field r., XC [-Nw=] 
Double linear border | Double linear border 
#4 (R 186] 23 4 
| encrusted 
3.1 Whittemore 
W. 1, R. 2006 
3.2. Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
a Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii. 30 
4 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 


W. p. $13, R,— 


‘The inscription is partly obscured by adhering metal, probably from another coin, and there 
is partial doubling of letters and of the-+ above, so that the top line seems to read = + —=, 


owing to double striking. 


CONSTANTINE X Ducast 
23 November 1059 - 23 May 1067 


Constantine X’s reign began on 23 November 1059, the day after Isaac’s abdication, 
when he was formally crowned. He was a man of very mediocre capacity, and his reign 
lasted as long as it did more through the absence of any serious competitors than as a 
result of any natural talents of his own. Even Psellus, who was deeply attached to him 
and praises his modesty, kindliness, and fair-mindedness, admits that his military 
economies were ill timed and largely responsible for serious reverses during Constantine's 
own reign and major disasters under his successors. He relied greatly for support on his 
brother John, whom he created Caesar and who was to play a prominent role in public 
afiairs till his death in the late 1080's. When the emperor fell seriously ill in October 1066 
it was John Ducas who exercised the regency in association with the Patriarch John 
Xiphilinus. Before the end of 1066 Constantine recovered sufficiently to resume power, 
but early in 1067 he fell ill again and died on 23 May,* while still in his early sixties. 

Soon after his accession Constantine conferred the rank of Augusta on his masterful 
wife Eudocia Macrembolitissa, niece of the Patriarch Michael Cerularius, and she is 
associated with him on some of his silver and copper coins. He also associated his sons 
Constantius and Michael (VII) with him as Augusti, but since they do not appear on his 
coins the constitutional complications that resulted can be left for discussion till the next 
reign. 

GOLD COINAGE. Constantine's gold coinage presents few problems of identification, 
since his personal name is almost always accompanied by that of his family (KON RACIA 
0 AOUK, i.c., Kevorovtives Basihels 6 Aotxas, or variant). Two types of histamenon’ 
were struck, Class I showing on the obverse Christ seated on a square-backed throne and 
on the reverse a standing figure of Constantine, Class II showing Christ seated on a lyre- 
backed throne and a representation of the Virgin crowning the emperor. Class I forms 
two groups, Class I(b) difiering from Class I(a) in the presence of a large pellet on the staff 
of the labarum held by the emperor. The order of striking of the two main classes cannot 


2 See D. I. Polemis, The Doukai: A Contribution to Byzantine Prosopography (London, 1968), 28-34. 

2 The day is given by a chronological note in MS Athenensis graecus 1429, fol. 45 (P. Gautier, 
“‘Monodie inédite de Michel Pselios sur Ie basileus Andronic Doucas,”” REB, 24 (1966), 156-7). 

+ Polemis, op. cit, 34-41; B. Leib, ‘'Jean Doukas, césar et moine: son jeu politique & Byzance de 
1067 & 1081," Analecta Boliandiana, 68 (1950), 163-79. 

* Gautier, art. cit., 156-7. The positive statement of the note cited by Gautier is to be preferred 
to the 2ist (traditionally accepted) or 22nd (proposed by Polemis, “Notes on Eleventh Century 
Chronology,” BZ, $8 [1965], 62-3). 

5 Sabatier, IT. 165-6, Nos. 1, 6 (Plu. 2, 6), has seriously muddled Constantine's gold coinage, 
interchanging the obverses and reverses of the two types of histamena and making one of them a 
silver instead of a gold coin 
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be fixed with certainty, since there is no satisfactory hoard evidence and that of fineness 
is inconclusive. Wroth put Class I first, on the ground that the standing figure of the 
emperor might have been suggested by that of Isaac’s coinage. Bellinger reversed this 
order on the ground that the obverse of Eudocia’s histamena continued that of Class I, 
with Christ seated on a square-backed throne. I have, though not without hesitation, 
reverted to Wroth’s arrangement. The lettering on Class I is bolder and clearer than 
that on Class II, if not noticeably more correct. On coins of Class II the emperor is some- 
times shown as an older man, with a much longer beard, and the distinct clement of 
characterized portraiture on such coins is not a feature one can neglect. Finally, Bellinger's 
typological reasoning is not really valid, for Eudocia’s “Christ on square-backed throne” 
is different iconographically from that of Constantine X, since Christ raises his right 
hand in front of his body instead of having it in the sling of his cloak, and he holds the 
Gospel Book by its spine instead of by its top. 

The tetarteron is surprisingly rare for so long a reign. The reverse type shows the 
emperor wearing a loros and holding in his right hand a globus cruciger, while with the 
left he grasps a rather indistinct object which Wroth described as “sheath of sword (or 
mappa).” The same object is shown on one of his two types of follis. It differs from the 
sword-hilt held by Constantine IX on his miliaresia, however, in that there is no cross- 
piece, and I doubt if a sword would be held by an emperor wearing a loros. It is therefore 
here described as an akakia. 

SILVER COINAGE. Constantine X’s silver coins are also easy to identify. The full 
miliaresion, which is very rare,” is modelled on those of Basil II and Constantine VIII, 
with Eudocia Macrembolitissa’s name and bust replacing those of Constantine VIII. 
The two-thirds miliaresia, which bear his family name, are all of the same type, with 
the Virgin standing and an inscription in five lines, but they form two main groups 
according to their obverse inscription, -+€OTOK’ ROHO[ or +OKE ROHO’, and several 
smaller ones according to the symbols beside the Virgin's head or above the inscription 
on the reverse. The one-third miliaresion exists in two varieties, one with an inscription 
including his family name and the other attributable to Constantine X because it spells 
his name KWN, the form used on all his other coins, instead of CUN, the form used under 
Constantine VIII and Constantine IX. The substitution of Greek for Latin letters in coin 
inscriptions after the middle years of the eleventh century is a phenomenon whose 
importance has been noted by Veglery and Zacos# 

COPPER COINAGE. Constantine X’s reign saw the revival, after some eighty years of 
purely anonymous issues, of a copper coinage bearing the name and effigy of the emperor. 
Two types were struck, Class 1 having the standing figures of Constantine and Eudocia, 
Class2 the bust of Constantine alone. The order of issue is certain, for specimens of Class 2 


* The coins are of about 17} to 18} carats fine (Grierson, “The Debasement of the Bezant in the 
Eleventh Century,” BZ, 47 [1954], 385, 393). 

7 I know of only four specimens: (1) that published below, p. 771, No. 4; (2) one in the BN (2.39); 
(3) one formerly in the Holischek collection at Vienna and published by H. Longuet in NZ, 77 (1957), 
47, No, 288, Pl. 1v. 288; (4) one in the G. Hirsch (Munich) sale No. XIT, 25. iv. 57, lot 654. There is 
a further specimen in the BN of doubtful authenticity. 

* See Introduction, p. 184. 
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are sometimes found overstruck on those of Class 1. It is presumably to Eudocia’s influence 
that the breach with tradition must be ascribed, since the fact that she also appears on 
Constantine X's miliaresion and was in due course to issue histamena in 1067 and to figure 
on much of the coinage of Romanus IV’s reign are all evidence of her anxiety to be brought, 
before public attention in this way. Hendy’s proposal to attribute the signed coins to a 
mint at Thessalonica, with which I do not agree, and the apparent anomaly in the order 
‘of precedence in Class 1, with Eudocia instead of her husband occupying the place of 
honor, have been discussed elsewhere.* 

Wroth attributed to Constantine X the Anonymous Folles of Class D. Miss Thompson 
assigned to him Class F, but this is too rare a type for so long a reign. It has been argued 
abovel® that Classes C-F belong to the 1040's and 1050's, but that their sequence did not 
coincide with the changes in sovereigns over those decades. 


» Above, pp. 641-3, 110. 
8 Above, pp. 639. 
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Size 
No, | Metal | Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
tl t. sition 
| 
| Constantinople 
HISTAMENON (concave) 
| Class I 
Christ seated on square-backed throne 
| FIdSXISRCX RCSN | +KWNRACA OAOU | 1059-1067 
| ANTIhO | KAc 
Christ seated on | Emperor standing on 
| i square-backed throne | cushion, facing, 
(Type Ia) facing, | bearded, wearing 
bearded, with cross modified loros and 
nimbus, wearing —_|_crown with cross and 
| tunic and himation; —_pendilia. In r. hand, 
r. hand raised in labarum; in 1, gl. er 
j blessing in sling of | Double border of dots 
| cloak, 1. holds book, 
by upper edge, on | 
| knee, Double border 
| | of dots 
(a) No pellet on shaft of labarum 
“lat | 4.46/28 | | Begins HelXiJ, | RAC,A, for RACA 
A for A 
ta2 ja 4.42 | 26 \| Tfor Sand¢ RAC,A, 

1 On coins of Class I, Constantine's beard is usually short and rather pointed, and the portrait, 
has only a limited degree of characterization. The cross on the globus cruciger is normally 
formed by four pellets (“*). The letters are carelessly formed, and the variants impossible to 
reproduce in print. The § and § of the obverse inscription are often no more than vertical 
strokes, sometimes with an attached bar or hook (F, I, J, ete.). 

In addition to the coins listed in the text, there are three forgeries in the Collection: 
(1) a contemporary counterfeit of Class Ia in copper (3.90 g. \ Peirce 1948 from Raymond 
iii, 28); (2) a modern cast in copper of Class Ia, flattened and pierced, of poor workmanship 
and probably intended for cheap jewelry (2.68 g. | Schindler 1960 from T. Bertelé 20. vi. 49) ; 
and (3) a gilt copper counterfeit, probably contemporary, of Class Ib (3.59 g. | Peirce 1948). 

tat ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W.3, R. 2010 

1a.2 Whittemore 
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‘Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
WE: | sition | 
| | 
| 
Ja3 |N 4.39/25 4 | Heexiercx[ JT! | RAC'A’ 1059-1067 
hm 
“a4 [M437 / 26 4 RAC,A, 
Ja5 (A 4.34) 27 || -HASIXIFRCX RCIN | 
ete. | 
*1a6 A 4.34) 29 || CforS,AforA + on globus 
| flattened 
*ta7 | 4.33/26 |) Tfors RAC,A,, * on globus, 
| emperor with longer 
beard 
ta8 |N 427/27 || CforS,Ifors | 
pierced 
ta9 lav 2.62 20 || I for $ 
cut down | 
to border | 
(b) Pellet on shaft of labarum 
‘bt |W 437126 4) 2@fors 
tb2 |¥ 435] 26 4 
*Ib3 |N 4.29] 26 \.) +HIHIXIITRIX RCIN 
| ANTIb 
“1b4 | 4.26] 27 4 
pear-shaped object 
| | suspended from hand | 
tb5 |A’ 1.90] 18 || +h2IXCRCX RCL ——_-JNRACA ete. | 
| cut down Cross on globus | 
to border | | 
1a.3 Peirce 1948 from Cahn 1928 
1a.4 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vi. 28 
ta5 Peirce 1948 
1a.6 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vi. 28 
1a.7-8 Whittemore 
1a.9 Schindler 1960 
1b.1 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. 1928 
W. 1-2, R.— 
1b.2 Peirce 1948 from Bourgey iii. 24 
1b.3 Peirce 1948 from Platt i. 24 
1b.4 Peirce 1948 from Platt it. 24 


1b.5 


‘Whittemore 
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Metal 


es Wt. 


Size | 
Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
sition | 





934. N 4.42 
22 8 439 
i N 4.38 

124 |W 4.38 


25 | 434 





28 
27 
28 
27 


27 


a 


Class II 
Christ seated on lyre-backed throne 


Same inscription 
Similar type, but 
Christ seated on To 1., emperor 

lyre-backed throne | standing, facing, 


| +KUNRACA OAOUK | 1059-1067 
(Type Id) | bearded, wearing 
| 
| 


Ac 


‘modified loros and 
crown with cross and 
pendilia, holding r. 
hand to breast and 
gl.cr. in. To r., the 

| Virgin standing, 

| facing, nimbate, 

| wearing tunic and 

| maphorion, holding 1. 

| 





hand before her and 
crowning emperor 
with r. Between 
heads, M To r. of 
her head, 8 Double 
border of dots 


+EICXICRX OC[ —__-RACh for RACA 
jhim | 

“HASIXSCX DORAN 
TInt | 


Ha for +145 


RAC for RACA, 
O ford 
|_RAC,A, for RACA 








2 ‘The letters are more carelessly formed than on coins of Class I, and owing to the concave 
form of the coins the details are often impossible to decipher. The emperor's beard is sometimes 
long, and shows an effort at characterized portraiture. 


2.1 Whittemore 


W. 47, R. 2011 


2.2-4 Whittemore 


2.5 Peirce 1948 from Spink xi. 27 
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Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
WE sition 
26 |M 433/26 4 RAC for RACA, | 1059-1067 
| | O for | 
27 | 433) 25 4 | 
28 |N 424/26 | RAC,A, for RACA, 
| 
| TETARTERON 
No inscription KWN RACIAOABK | 
| Bust of the Virgin | Bust of emperor 
| facing, nimbate, facing, bearded, 
| | orans, wearing tunic | wearing modified 
and maphorion. To 1., | loros and crown with | 
WP To r., OV cross and pendilia. | 
| Single border of dots. | In r. hand, gl.er.; | 
j in L, akakia. | 
| Single border of dots 
| {a) With no symbol in obv. field 
3a1 |v 403] 19 
3a.2 [A 3.99/19 || Pin ffP has the 
plugged form R 
3a3 | 3.98) 20 4 | 
a4 Jay 3.92] 20 4] | 
(b) With pellet to 1. and r. in obv. field | 
3p [av 4.04] 21 NV RACA for RACIA. | 
2.6 Whittemore 
2.7 Shaw 1947 
2.8 Swiss Collection 1956 
Bal Friend 1957 
W. 8, R. 2012 
3a.2 Whittemore 
3a.3. Peirce 1948 from Furstenberg Sale, lot 1713 
Bad Peirce 1948 from Platt 15. i, 24 
3b.1. Whittemore 
Ww. E— 


This variety with two pellets in the obverse field seems to be rarer than the other, but T 


have seen several specimens (e. 





Foreign Ambassador Sale, lot 666). 
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Size 
Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition } 


Metal 


No. “ 








MILIARESION, 
| --- ENTOVTUNIKATE — | 1059-1067 
| +KWN KWNKAIEVAKIAN 
SEVAOKIA Cross crosslet on 
MICTOIRA base and three steps 
| CIAEICPU with X at inter- 
MAIWN section, w on shaft, 
se and pellet at end of 


‘Triple linear border | each arm, all 
between busts of the 
emperor and empress. 
Triple linear border 





“4 |R 253 27 4 


‘TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 

















Class I 
Long obv. inser. 
| +O€OTOKI ROHOE! --- | 
Virgin standing +OKERO 
facing on souppedion, HOEIKWN 
| nimbate, orans, C,TANTINUI 
wearing tunic and AecnoTH 
| maphorion. To L., PP TWAUKA 
To r., GV, with ate 
1. and r. of head. Single border of dots 
Single border of dots 
“5 | 154) 21 || le for el 
4 Swiss Collection 1956 
W.— R— 


‘This coin is extremely rare. A poorly preserved specimen in the former Hollschek collection 
was published by Longuet in NZ, 77 (1957), 47, No. 288 (Pl. 1v). There is another in the 
Balvin collection (ex G. Hirsch, Auktion XII, 25. iv. 57, lot 654), and a fourth in the BN 
(2.39 g. clipped). 

5 Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii, 30, lot 2014 This coin 
W.—, R. 2014 
Coins of this class are very rare. The only others known to me are in Paris (BNC, TI. 644/03) 
and Oslo (with no ornaments beside the head of the Virgin and the correct ending €l to the 
obverse inscription). 
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Size | t _ 
No. | Metal | pie Po. Sova Reverse Date 
Ne sition 
Class 1 
Short obv. inser. 
| | HOKE ROHO Same inser., but, 1059-1067 
| | Same type, but CTANTINW without 
| various ornaments abbreviation marks 
| beside head | 
| | 
(a) Head between + and + | 
ot |R 171| 21 4| Endso’ 
622 |R 158] 22 4/ 
chipped 
6a3 |R 143/21 4) 
pierced | | 
| (b) Same, but =*= above rev. inser. | 
oot lm 1.66/23 4 | 
*6b2 |R 132} 21 4 | 
clipped | 
i} (c) Head between «+ and“ 
too JR 1.29] 20 7 | 
| | (a) Head between #* and ‘# j 
“od =|R 142/19 | 
pierced | | 
Gai Peirce 1948 from Ratto sale 9. xii. 30, lot 2013 This coin 
W.9, R. 2013 
6a.2-3 Whittemore 
6b1 Peirce 1948 
W.— R.— 
6b.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 27 
‘The symbol above the reverse inscription is almost off flan through clipping. Tt looks as if 
it might be = + © altered on the die to —¥ =. 
6c Peirce 1948 from Glendining sale 9. iii, 31, lot 669 
W.—, R— 
6d Whittemore 


WwW. R 
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] Size 
No, | Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
ee sition 
| (¢) Head between + and ~ 1059-1067 
*6e R142 | 21 \\| Pellet infield tol. | + —+ instead of | 
| and r. | + => above inser. 
| ONE-THIRD MILIARESION 
No inscription ORER,O, 
| Bust of the Virgin KGNAEC 
| facing, orans, NOTHTW 
| nimbate, wearing AOVKA 
| tunic and maphorion. | Border of large 
| | Tol, MP Tor, GV | pellets 
| | | Border of large | 
pellets | | 
| | 
| | (a) Long inscr., + + + beneath 
(a) | 17 | (Private coll.) | 
pierced 
(b) Short inscr., nothing beneath | 
“7m  |R oO77/ 17 \ +ORE |R,O,KWN | 
pierced A€CnO |—TH — 
The lower ornaments beside the head are not very clear on either this specimen or the one 
illustrated in the Hess-Bank Leu sale of 2. iv. 58, lot 442, but they seem to be rosettes rather 
than large globules. 
be Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W.—R.— 
7 ‘These two varieties of the one-third miliaresion perhaps correspond to Classes I and IT of 
the two-thirds coin. 
T> Peirce 1948 from Hirsch vii, 30 


Ww. R.— 
There is another specimen of this rare coin (0.70 g., pierced), of rather smaller module (14 mm.) 
in a private collection at Athens. 
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| Size if 
wo. | Métal | pie Po. Obvere Revere Date 
sition 
| | FOLLIS 
| Class 1 
| | ‘Two standing figures 
| +€MMA NOVHA +KUNTAK (on 1.) | 1059-1067 
| Christ standing EVAKAVTO (on 1.) 
| on square souppedion | To 1., Eudocia | 
| (ype IVb) facing, | standing, facing, | 
bearded, with cross | wearing modified 
| nimbus having pellet loros with kite- 
| | in each arm, wearing | shaped lower panel 
| tunic and himation; and crown with cross 
| r. hand raised in and pendilia. To r., 
blessing in sling of |_| Constantine standing, 
cloak, 1. holds book | facing, wearing 
| by lower edge. In modified loros and 
| | field, IC and XC | crown with cross and 
| i | pendilia. They hold 
| | between them 
| | labarum, with cross- | 
| | | piece on shaft, 
| standing on base and 
| three steps, and each 
| places one hand on | 
| | | heart | 
81 (B 15.82/33 4 Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class B, 
| | | itself overstruck on 
| Class A 
8 The mint of these coins is discussed in the Introduction, pp. 76, 641-3. Eudocia occupies what 





was traditionally regarded as the place of honor, on the spectator's left, but her hand is placed 
beneath that of her husband on the shaft of the labarum; see above, pp. 110, 113. The 

are all overstruck, and lower types are identified here where possible. ‘The reverses, which 
took the impression of the upper die, are usually in better condition than the obverses, but 
the inscriptions are rarely altogether legible. Details are given only when there seems 
special reason to do so. 

Schindler 1960 

W. 18-31, R. 2021-4 
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Size | 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we sition 
] | 
8.2 & 15.77/30 4 1059-1067 
8.3 JE 11.94 | 35 4 | Overstruck on Ends AVE 
Anonymous Class E 
8.4 4B 10.44 28 4| 
8.5 4 10.13 | 30 4 AK omitted 
8.6 BE 9.82 | 29 
87 |B 9.58 | 32 | Overstruck on | 
Anonymous Class C 
8.8 ME 9.54) 31 4 | 
8.9 2B 9.51 | 27 “| AK omitted 
*810 |B 9.16 | 28 \.| 
811 |B 885/31 4 A’K’ for AK 
812 |B 8.85 | 32 t Overstruck on 
| Anonymous Class B 
8.13 |= 8.47 | 2774 | | Ends ATO 
8.14 # 847 | 32 || Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class B | 
815 |B 846) 25 ~ Reads EVAKTO | 
8.16 \E 8.42 | 29 + 
8.17 | 830) 29\ | Overstruck on A’K, for AK 
Anonymous Class E | 
818 |B 825/31 \) T,A,K, for TAK, 
ATO for AVTO 
*819 |B 7.99| 27 4 | 
8.2 ‘Schindler 1960 
83 Shaw 1947 
84 Peirce 1948 from Istanbul bazar x, 27 
85 Whittemore 
86 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
B87 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
8.8-9 Schindler 1960 
8.10 Peirce 1948 
8.11 Whittemore 
812 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. xi. 29 
8.13 ‘Whittemore 
8.14-15 Peirce 1948 from Spink vi. 29 
816 Peirce 1948 from Raymond vii, 28 
8.17 Shaw 1947 
818 Whittemore 
8.19 Peirce 1948 
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No. Obverse Reverse Date 
820 | 7.79 | 28 | | 1059-1067 
8.21 7.54) 31 || Overstruck on | | 
pierced | | Anonymous Class D | j 
8.22 | 7.45 | 30 \ | | | 
8.23 | 7.15/29 || Overstruck on +KWNTA €[ 
| Anonymous Class D 
824 |B 6.92) 28 Ends AV 
8.25 |B 6.92 | 32 \ 
8.26 | 6.29 | 29 | | Overstruck on | 
| Anonymous Class E 
8.27 |B 6.27 | 29 4 | Overstruck on | 
| | Anonymous Class D | 
8.28 |B 6.11 | 29 7) Overstruck on i | 
| | Anonymous Class D 
8.29 |a 6.11| 30 4 Overstruck on 
| Anonymous Class C 
8.30 |B 5.89] 30 | 
831 | 5.77 | 29 \.| Overstruck on | 
Anonymous Class C | | 
832 |B 5.74] 30 4) AK omitted I 
8.20 Peirce 1948 from Glendining 
8.21-2 Schindler 1960 
823 Whittemore 
8.24 Peirce 1948. 
8.25-6 Swiss Collection 1956 
827 Whittemore 
8.28 Schindler 1960 
8.29 Peirce 1948 from Glendining 9. ii 31, lot 669 
830-1. Whittemore 


8.32 


Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
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m } 
Size ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
We | sition | 
fs | 
| Class 2 | 
Bust of Constantine X | 
| +EMMA NOVHA +KWNRACI AEVCO | 1059-1967 
| | Bust of Christ AOVK 
| | (ype V1) facing, with) Bust of emperor 
| | ong beard and cross | facing, bearded, | 
| nimbus having pellet | wearing modified | 
_ imeach arm, wearing | loros and crown with | 
| tunic and himation; | cross and pendilia, | 
r. hand raised before | Inr. hand, cross | 
| breast in blessing, 1. | held vertically; in 1., 
holds book, with ** | akakia | 
| on cover, from 
| beneath. To L, iC | 
| | Tor, XC 
491 EB 1165/26 4 
9.2 | 10.74 +] 
93 | 10.00/30 | | 
94 |B 9.85/28 || Ends AK 
95 |B 950] 29 \,| 
96 | 9.03 + 
97 |B 8.49) 31 4 | Overstruck on 
Lo Anonymous Class D 
9 ‘Coins of this class, like those of the preceding one, are all overstruck. Though it has been 
rather more carefully done, so that in only a few cases (e.g., Nos. 9.7, 9. 17) does the earlier 
type predominate, the inscriptions are never complete and the details of the bust of Christ, 
which would have been on the lower die, are never clear. Inscriptions are only noted when 
they involve some visible departure from the norm. 
94 Peirce 1948 acq. x. 27 
W. 32-7, R. 2018-19 
9.2 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
9.3 Whittemore 
94 Schindler 1960 
95 Whittemore 
9.6 Peirce 1948 


97 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 


778 





49.8 


99 

9.10 
OA 

*9.12 
913 
9.14 
9.15 


9.16 


917 


9.8 
99 
9.10 
91 
9.42 
913-15, 
9.16 
9.17 














CONSTANTINE X ~ CONSTANTINOPLE — FOLLIS. 
Size | 7 | 7 | 
Metal | Die Po- | Obverse | Reverse Date 
sition 
| 
| | 
|B 7.83 31 | | Overstruck on ACVC for AEVE | 1059-1067 
i Anonymous Class D | | 
|B 757/29 4 
E734) 28 | 
E 7.08 | 29 \,| Tinned 
IE 6.92 | 28 \ Begins KUN 
EB 6.73 | 28 7 Begins K WN 
lB 661) 29 \| Begins +K UN 
E616 | 28 || Overstruck on 
| Anonymous Class D, 
| | and double struck 
B 5.59) 28 || Overstruck on 
worn | Anonymous Class C 
IB 5.54) 29 || Overstruck on | 
| Anonymous Class C 
Schindler 1960 
Swiss Collection 1956 
Whittemore 
Schindler 1960 
Swiss Collection 1956 
Schindler 1960 
Swiss Collection 1956 


Schindler 1960 


EUDOCIA Macrembolitissat 
Augusta 1059 (?) - October 1071 


(a) With Constantine X, 1059 - 22 May 1067 
(b) With Michael (VII) and Constantius, May - 31 Dee. 1067 
(c) With Romanns IV, Michael VII, Andronicus, and Constantius, 
1 Jan. 1068 - late Sept. 1071 
(4) With Michael VII, Andronicus, and Constantius, late Sept. - late Oct. 1071 


BACKGROUND AND CHRONOLOGY 


The constitutional complications of the years 1067-71 arose in part out of Constan- 
tine X’s provisions for the succession, in part out of the ambitions of his widow Eudocia. 
The emperor had four sons—Michael (VII), a boy whose name is unknown and who died 
young, Andronicus, and Constantius or Constantine—the first three being born before his 
accession and only the last being a Porphyrogenitus? Eudocia was probably created 
Augusta on the first convenient occasion after Constantine X’s own accession, i.e., in 
1059. Constantius was created Augustus shortly after his birth in 1060, Michael a little 
later.8 One might expect Constantius to have been the senior in dignity, since he was both 
born in the purple and the first to be crowned, but in the text of Eudocia’s oath of 
1067 and in the dating clauses of South Italian charters of Eudocia's regency Michael is 
always named before his brother, and it is probable that he was formally promoted to 
the senior position when he was crowned. The third brother, Andronicus, was associated 
co-emperor by Romanus IV, probably at the time of his accession, since he appears on 
all the histamena of the reign. The fact that he ever held the imperial dignity at all is 
pointedly and no doubt deliberately ignored by Psellus, but the evidence of Scylitzes and 
Attaleiates,¢ of charters,® and of the coins is on this point quite clear. 


+ For Endocia’s career one can most usefully consult N. Oikonomidés, ‘Le serment de l'impératrice 
Enudocie (1067). Un épisode de l'histoire dynastique de Byzance,” REB, 21 (1963), 101-28. 

* Psellus, vii (Constantine X), chaps. 20-21 (ed. Renauld, If. 147-8). The fourth son’s name appears 
in the two forms Constantius and Constantine, but there can be no serious doubt that Constantius 
is the correct one and that Constantine, which occurs in some contemporary works and was used in 
most modern ones until recently, is an error. See Oikonomidés, art. cit., 116-17, and Polemis, The 
Dowkai, 48. 

* Psellus, vii (Constantine X), chap. 21 (p. 148), no dates being given. 

+ Scylitzes Cont. p. 670; Attaleiates, p. 106. Scylitzes had earlier said (p. 670) that it was Con- 
stantine X who created Andronicus co-emperor, but the sentence is loosely constructed and evidently 
intended no more than to say that Andronicus attained this rank. Cf. Polemis, The Doukai, 47. 

* E.g., Quarto anno regnante domino Romano qui et Dioghenio et cum co regnantibus domino Michaele 
et domino Constantino porphirogenito, quam et domino Andronico gloriosissimis imperatoribus nastris 
(G. B. Beltrani, Documenti longobardi e greci per la storia delt'Ttalia meridionale (Rome, 1877), no. 18, 
P. 27). But he is sometimes omitted; cf. quarto anno imperié domini Romano Diogeni et cum eo regnante 
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The death of Constantine X in May 1067 left Eudocia as Augusta in her own right 
and regent on behalf of her sons. This situation lasted for seven months, till it became 
evident that circumstances required someone more competent than either Michael or her 
advisors in charge of affairs. In December, despite her solemn promise to her late husband 
that she would not marry again, she resolved to marry Romanus Diogenes, a distinguished 
soldier many years younger than herself, and on 1 January 1068 Romanus IV became 
emperor as Eudocia’s husband.’ Although he undertook to respect the rights of her 
children and his constitutional inferiority is to some extent reflected in his coins, he was 
effectively ruler till his defeat and capture at Manzikert on 26 August 1071. When the 
first confused news of this disaster reached Constantinople it was agreed that Eudocia 
and her sons should exercise power jointly,? and when the further news of Romanus’ 
release arrived it was resolved, on the advice of the Caesar John Ducas, to resist his attempt 
to recover his position. Letters were sent out to the provinces instructing them on no 
account to recognize the defeated emperor. But Michael was as little prepared to tolerate 
the control of his mother as he was that of his stepfather, and after a month of joint rule, 
from late September to late October, he was proclaimed aufocrator, and Endocia. was 
dispatched to a monastery and compelled to take vows of religion. Romanus maintained 
the unequal struggle against Michael until the spring of 1072, when he was forced to 
surrender, and was blinded with such cruelty that he died shortly afterward (4 August).1" 





ComacE 


The two periods in which Eudocia could conceivably have occupied the leading position 
on the coins are therefore the months May - December 1067 and September ~ October 1071, 


domino Michail et domina Evdokya et domino Constantino porfirogenito (Cod. dipl. barese, IV, no. 45, 
. 89). 

Pyles Cont, p. 659, The text of he oaths published and minutely discussed by Oikonomiaes, 

art, cit. 

* Scylitzes Cont., p. 666. 

* Several sources date the battle to a Friday in late August, and for long it was assumed that this, 
was the 26th, but recent works have tended to follow the thirteenth-century historian al-Makin and 
place it a week earlier, on Friday the 19th (cf. J. Laurent, Byzance ef les Turcs seljoucides dans I'Asie 
occidentale jusqu'en 1081 (Nancy, 1913], 43, note 10). But a note in MS Athenensis graccus 1429, 
fol. 45, dates it firmly to the 26th (Gautier, art. cit. [above, p. 764 note 2), 156-7) 

® Psellus, vii (Romanus IV), chaps. 25, 27 (pp. 163-4). Bryennius (i, 18; Bonn ed., pp. 43-4) says 
that only Eudocia and Michael were to be sovereigns, but Psellus’ account is more probable 

¥ Psellus, vii (Romanus IV), chaps. 28-30 (pp. 165-6); Bryennius, i. 20 (pp. 45-6). I follow the 
dating proposed by D. I. Polemis, “Notes on Eleventh-Century Chronology,” BZ, 58 (1965), 63-5. 
‘Muralt’s dating of the joint rule of Eudocia and Michael to the month 24 Sept. - 24 Oct. is unjustifiably 
precise, For the activities of John Ducas, see B. Leib, Jean Doukas, eésar et moine. Son jeu politique 
& Byzance de 1067 & 1081,” Mélanges Paul Peeters, Il (Brussels, 1950) (—Analecta Bollandianc, 58), 
163-80. 

1 Attaleiates (pp. 168-79) gives the fullest account of Romanus’ history after Manzikert, but it 
is difficult to arrive at an exact chronology. The Catalogus sepulchrorum gives him a ‘‘reign’” of four 
years and three months, which would imply his defeat and capture in about April (Grierson, ‘The 
Tombs and Obits of the Byzantine Emperors,” DOP, 16 [1962], 60), and the dates of his blinding 
and death are given as 29 June and 4 August respectively by glosses in MSS of Attaleiates (Polemis, 
art. cit., 65, note 35, and Addendum on p. 76) 
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though coins of the latter period would be unlikely in view of its brevity and the un- 
certainty of the constitutional situation. One well-known group of histamena exists in 
which she takes precedence of two of her children, and there is also a tetarteron on which 
she is associated with Michael VII and takes precedence of him. 

The first coins are those histamena having on the obverse a seated figure of Christ and 
on the reverse the figure of Eudocia standing on a cushion between her two sons Michael 
and Constantius. According to regular imperial protocol, when three co-emperors are 
shown standing together and the one in the middle is a woman, precedence as between 
the two others belongs to the one on the spectator’s left, and so, in this case, to Michael 
as against Constantius.* De Saulcy was of the opinion that the coins should be ascribed 
to the period after Manzikert, while Wroth attributed them to the regency of 1067.° 
There can be no doubt that this is correct. The coins are too common for an issue lasting 
barely a month, and in September 1067 it would have been difficult to ignore the fact 
that Andronicus was technically a co-emperor with his brothers. The fineness of such 
specimens as have been tested is also about 1714 carats, which would correspond better 
to 1067 than to 1071.4 

A detail of particular interest in the design of these histamena is the first appearance 
of what Hendy terms a loros-waist, a decorated panel on the front of the wearer's body 
where the fold of the loros passes across in front of his body to hang over his outstretched 
arm, It occurs only on the effigies of the two youthful figures on the reverse and the 
decoration is a quite simple one of five pellets, intended as H, but with the pellets 
irregularly placed, since the panel is flattened and highly angular, and has not yet assumed 
the almost square shape it was to acquire in the future. Up to this time the fold of the 
loros had not been differentiated from the rest of the garment, and this new way of treating 
it, in the form of a distinctively designed panel, was to play an important role in twelfth 
century coinage. Also very conspicuous, but not quite a novelty, is the kite-shaped 
panel on the lower part of Eudocia’s loros which forms a notable feature of eleventh- 
century female costume. 

The tetarteron is known from a single specimen in the former Prince Cantacuzene 
collection, sold in London in 1922.” Its present whereabouts is unknown to me, but the 
coin is fortunately illustrated and there is no reason to doubt its authenticity. The obverse 
is a bust of the Virgin, in all respects like that of the tetartera of Romanus IV and 
Michael VII. The reverse is basically the same as that of Class I of Michael VIL, with two 
facing busts, but their positions are reversed, the one on the left being female and that 
on the right male and beardless, while the inscription is +€VA[OKJIA SMIXAHARC, i.e., 
EvBoxia nai MixarijA Baoidels. The sale catalogue dated it 1071 and Goodacre! believed 

1 Above, pp. 111-12. 

1 F, de Sauley, Essai de classification des suites monétaires byzantines, 298-300; Wroth, p. 522, 
note 1. Sabatier (II. 169) supposed the coins to have been struck over the whole period 1067-71, which 
is out of the question. 

¥ Grierson, “Notes on the Fineness of the Byzantine Solidus,” BZ, 54 (1961), 95-6. 

Cf, Hendy, Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire 1081-1261, 165ff,, and above, p. 122. 

1 Above, pp. 124-5. 

¥ Foreign Prince Sale (Glendining 8. ii, 22), lot 209. 

** Handbook of the Coinage of the Byzantine Empire (1957), 255. 
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it to have been struck in the month following Manzikert. This would fit in well with the 
sequence of types, but there was a very marked decline in the quality of lettering on the 
tetartera of this period, and the high standard occurring on this coin, as well as the 
greater length of time involved, makes me prefer the earlier date. It would be very 
surprising if Eudocia’s issue of tetartera in 1067 were unaccompanied by a corresponding 
one of histamena, and the difference in type from the histamena of 1067—and the omission 
of Constantius—would be natural consequences of the smaller size of the flan. 

Mr. Whitting published in 1949 another rather similar tetarteron in his collection in 
which the positions of the male and female figures had also been reversed, and queried 
whether it might not belong to 1071. This is out of the question. The type corresponds 
to that of Michael VII's Class III, which belongs to the late 1070's, and Mr. Whitting 
failed to note that the inscription and not merely the type had also been reversed from 
left to right, so that it reads, backward, +MIXAHA CM[. The coin belongs, in fact, to a 
class of faults produced when a die-sinker has inadvertently copied a coin directly for 
his die instead of making the necessary inversion of inscription and type. This kind of 
error occurs from time to time in all coin series, and does not merit any particular attention. 

‘The question has been raised by Oikonomidés™ as to whether Endocia was formally 
autocrator during her regency, or whether she merely acted in this capacity without 
actually holding the title. That she did the latter, while being careful to associate her sons 
in all that she did, is admitted by all, but in his view she was never fully autocrator. To 
the arguments he adduces one may add that of the order of precedence on her histamena 
if she had been fully audocrator, one might expect to see Michael, as next in rank, on the 
right, and Constantius on the left. Against it is the clear title on the tetarteron just 
discussed and its order of precedence, for on coins of previous regencies—Irene for Con- 
stantine VI, Zoe for Irene—the regent had taken second place to her son.*! Against it 
also are the dating clauses of South Italian charters, where Eudocia’s name always takes 
precedence over those of her children and she is often the only one to receive the imperial 
title While I suspect that he may be formally correct, the distinction is one that would 
have passed unnoticed by most of her subjects and probably by most of her court. She 
was as nearly emperor as made no matter. 


» P.D. Whitting, “An XIth Century Solidus,” N.Circ., 57 (1949), 217-18. I am grateful to 
Mr. Whitting for allowing me to examine the coin, There was another specimen, with blundered 
inscription, in the Hess-Bank Leu sale of 7. vi. 60, lot 448 

2 Art. cit, 123-4 

21 Above, pp. 108-9. Oikonomides (p. 127, note 126) follows Goodacre in assigning this coin to 
1071. 

2B. g., a Terlizzi charter of January 1068 dated primo anno imperatricis domine Ebdukya cum 
filius suis Michail et Constantino Porfirogenito (Cod. dipl. barese, III. 23), Oikonomidés does not take 
‘these dating clauses into consideration at all. Although they are often carelessly or incompletely 
drafted, they are very relevant to the point at issue. 
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14-6 Whittemore 


In addition to the coins listed above, there is in the Whittemore Collection a contemporary 
counterfeit in gilded copper (3.56 g. |). 


ROMANUS IV Diogenes 
1 January 1068 ~ September 1071 
(Deposed; died 4 August 1072) 
Colleagues: Eudocia Macrembolitissa, Michael IV, Andronicus, and Constantius 


The reign of Romanus IV dated from his marriage to Eudocia and his coronation on 
1 January 1068.1 It ended effectively with his defeat at Manzikert on 26 August 1071, 
though the mint of Constantinople probably continued to strike coins in his name during 
September and perhaps even October, while Romanus must have regarded himself as 
emperor until his surrender and abdication in the spring of 1072. His position as emperor 
was, as his coinage shows, an ambiguous one, for while his age and experience inevitably 
gave him first place in the government and his name precedes those of his colleagues in 
official acts, Eudocia and Michael took the view that he was only regent on behalf of the 
children of Constantine X. The empress was anxious to guard against what had occurred 
during the reigns of Nicephorus Phocas and John Zimisces exactly a century before, 
when Basil and Constantine, the rightful emperors, were pushed completely into the 
background and, if either Nicephorus or John had had children, would have been in 
serious danger of being eliminated entirely from the succession. Her task was simplified 
by Romanus’ talent for making himself unpopular. He followed, with only indifferent 
success, the policies of Isaac I. Further, he lacked the patience, organizing ability, and 
authority to carry through the necessary military reforms, and in the end it was his rash 
leadership of inadequately trained forces that resulted in the greatest disaster sustained 
by any Roman army since the battle of Adrianople. 

Romanus inherited as colleagues two of the sons of Constantine X, and added to them, 
for reasons that are unknown, their brother Andronicus. The date clauses of Italian 
charters place Andronicus’ name, when they insert it at all, after that of Constantius, 
but in fact he was given rank above the latter. This is apparent from the order of precedence 
on the histamena of Romanus IV's reign (Pl. LXV 1, 2) and is confirmed by the order 
in which the three brothers signed the marriage contract between Michael’s son Constan- 


+ For this, and what follows, see above, p. 780ff. 

* Above, p. 782 note 22. This is probably due to the scribes having simply adapted a formula to 
which they were accustomed by adding the name of Andronicus at the end. From the practical point 
of view, the relative rank of younger brothers would have been of little consequence. 

® See above, p. 781. The order used on the coin is misunderstood by Oikonomides, avt, cit. (above, 
p-779, note 1), p. 118, note 61, and Polemis (Tie Dowkai, p. 49 and note 7), who suppose that it gives 
precedence to Constantius and proves that, for a time at least, he was treated as senior to Andronicus. 
Im reality, all histamena issued during Romanus IV's reign make Andronicus senior to his brother. 
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tine and Helena, daughter of Robert Guiscard, in 1074.4 The influence of Constantine X’s 
family dominates the whole of Romanus’ coinage in gold. His histamena, indeed, are 
technically not his at all, but ones of Michael and his brothers, for it is they who occupy 
the obverse—the convex face—and the representation of Christ blessing Romanus’ 
marriage to Eudocia is simply the reverse type. His tetartera, both those actually struck 
and a second type of which a pattern is known, are shared with Eudocia. Only the silver 
and copper are struck in his name alone. 

Two classes of histamena were struck during the reign, differing so slightly between 
themselves that it is difficult to imagine why one was replaced by the other. One is naturally 
tempted to assign them to separate mints, on the assumption that the instructions 
regarding the type were differently understood by two minting authorities, but stylistically 
they are very uniform. Both belong, so far as type is concerned, to the class of marriage 
solidi, a form of coin that had not been seen since the end of the fifth century, though 
examples of that period had been ceremonial issues struck in minute quantities while 
their eleventh-century counterpart formed the main coinage of Romanus IV’s reign. 
Since the coins depict a total of six figures, three on one side and three on the other, they 
were nicknamed “six-headers” by contemporaries.* 

The obverse of the histamenon shows the standing figures of Michael VII and his 
brothers, Michael in the center, Andronicus on the right, and Constantius on the left, 
the order of precedence implied being Michael, Andronicus, Constantius. The reverse 
shows Christ blessing the union of Romanus and Eudocia. Christ stands on a square 
footstool, represented as a parallelogram delineated by dotted lines, but there is nothing 
beneath the feet of the emperor and empress, presumably because they are in the presence 
of Christ. On the obverse of Class I the three children stand on separate cushions, which 
are shown as linear crescents beneath their feet. These elements in the furniture of the 
imperial court are discussed elsewhere.* On the obverse of Class II the three children 
stand on a single dais, indicated by a row of pellets between two horizontal lines. This 
represents a decorated wooden platform such as we find, for example, supporting the 
Empress Eudocia, wife of Basil I, and her sons Leo (VI) and Alexander in a miniature in 
the late ninth-century manuscript of St. Gregory of Nazianzus in the Biblioth’que 
Nationale.” The costume of the imperial princes reproduces that already used on the 
histamena of Endocia’s regency, with the same early use of the decorated “loros waist.’$ 

‘There are two clues to the order of issue. One is the contents of a small pot hoard, 
found in 1959 in the Dobrudja, which contained nine histamena of Michael VII and was 





« Michael Psellus, Scripta minora, ed. E. Kurtz and F. Drexl, I (Milan, 1936), 334. The authenticity 
of the act, which Dalger suspected might be no more than an exercise in style by Psellus, is vindicated 
by H. Bibicou, “Une page d'histoire diplomatique de Byzance au Xle sicle: Michel VIL Doukas, 
Robert Guiscard et la pension des dignitaires,”” Byzantion, 29-30 (1959-60), 43-75, 

© Above, p. 62. 

© Above, pp. 115-16. This type was also used for a lead seal of which several specimens are known, 
Ch. V. Laurent, Les sceaux byzantins du médailler vatican (Vatican City, 1962), No. 12. 

7H, Omont, Miniatures des plus anciens manuscrits grecs de la Bibliotheque nationale (Paris, 1929), 
Pl. xve 

* Above, pp. 122, 781 
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evidently buried early in his reign.® It also contained six histamena of Romanus IV, all 
of the type showing the three brothers on a dais. This suggests either that these were the 
closest in date to the coins of Michael VII, and therefore the last issue of Romanus’ reign, 
or, alternatively, that the mint which produced the coins with separate cushions was 
different from that which produced those with a dais. The second clue is the design of 
the globus crucigers held by the two youngest emperors and by Romanus and Eudocia. 
‘On coins of Class I the cross on the globus crucigers invariably takes the form of a pyramid 
of three pellets. On coins of Class II this uniformity disappears; the crosses of the two 
junior emperors are often solid and those of Romanus and Eudocia often formed by four 
pellets. On the coins of Eudocia’s regency, however, the crosses are always three pellets, 
and this was evidently the design carried over to Class I of the next reign. These 
considerations seem decisive for the order of issue. 

‘There is only one type of tetarteron known, having on the obverse the bust of the 
Virgin holding a medallion of Christ and on the reverse the half-figures of the emperor 
and empress holding a globus with a long cross. Wroth followed Sabatier in attributing a 
second series to the reign, but these belong to Romanus III.!® A pattern for another type 
exists in the Bibliothéque Nationale. It has on the obverse the facing bust of Eudocia 
holding a labarum and a globus cruciger, with the title of Basil(issa); on the reverse is 
the bust of Romanus, holding an akakia and globus cruciger, with the title of Desp(otes). 
The pattern is of copper, with a large frame giving it a diameter of 32 mm., but there can 
be no doubt that it was intended for a tetarteron.tt 

With regard to the silver, it has been argued elsewhere that Wroth’s Type 1 should 
be assigned to Romanus IIT, but that his Type 4, a one-third miliaresion which Mme 
Morrison wished to transfer to Romanus III, is in fact a coin of Romanus IV." It was for 
the first time correctly published by Zacos and Veglery, Wroth having misread the OK 
RO in the field (i.e., Qcoréxe Bofée:) as CK-PA and failed to notice the four A’s in the 
margin. These continue the Pa)M in the field and in turn carry on from the OK RO 
of the obverse, so that the entire inscription reads Qcoréxe Borde ‘Peowave Atoyévet 
Acoérn, the A's being twice repeated in the margin for the sake of symmetry. There 
remain the two classes of two-thirds miliaresion on which Romanus IV uses his family 
name of Diogenes, so that their attribution is not in doubt. Several minor varieties of 
both exist. Their order of issue is unknown, 


* 1, Barnea, “‘Alt tezaur de monede bizantine de la Dinogetia,” SCN, 3 (1960), 245-54 

® Above, p. 712. 

4 The piece is described and illustrated, not quite correctly, by Sabatier, Description, II. 171, 
No.2, Pl. 1. 13. Sabatier also describes, from Mionnet, what purports to be another specimen of 
slightly different design, and Wroth, p. 527, reproduces both descriptions. The two actually refer 
to one and the same object, the akakia in Romanus’ left hand not being, in fact, very clear. See BNC, 
p. 651 and Pl, xc/12. Sabatier and Wroth both treat the piece as a copper coin, which it certainly is 
not. The type and the module, once the frame is left out of account, are those of a tetarteron, as was 
noted by J. A. Blanchet, ‘“Essais monétaires romains,” RN*, 14 (1896), 239. On such patterns see 
above, p. 98. 

38 Above, p. 713-14, 

® G. Zacos and A. Veglery, “C for 3 on Coins of the Eleventh Century," N.Cire., 68 (1960), 
154-5, 
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Romanus continued Constantine X's practice of issuing signed folles at the same time 
as Anonymous Folles, but his coins are themselves almost anonymous in character. 
Instead of having a bust or a standing figure of himself with an appropriate inscription, 
they have on one face a bust of Christ and on the other a cross, like so many of the Anony- 
mous Follis types, and the personal element goes no further than the letters CRPA, 
replacing a religious formula, in the angles of the cross. That these stand for an invocation, 
on the model of similar formulae used on seals, reliquaries, and the like, is beyond doubt, 
and the final two must stand for either Romanos Diogenes or Romanos Despotes, it 
impossible to say which. The R is the usual eleventh-century form of a B, standing for 
Poriée. On the C there have long been two schools of thought. Marchant interpreted it 
as a sigma, standing for Eravpé, de Sauley as a kappa, standing for Kup. This gave 
two alternative interpretations, either “O Cross, preserve Emperor Romanus” or “O 
Lord, preserve Emperor Romanus.” Sabatier and Wroth'* followed de Saulcy; Svoronos 
revived Marchant’s interpretation, though in a slightly different form ;18 and finally Zacos, 
and Veglery, after a careful study of the inscriptions on eleventh-century coinage, have 
shown that the reading Zravpé is to be preferred.” Though Kyrie, to a person familiar 
with Byzantine inscriptions, seems the more natural interpretation, Latin lettering was 
going out of use very rapidly in the capital in the middle years of the century, and coin 
inscriptions of the period 1042-1118 show that after 1057 C was always used as the 
equivalent of 5, never as that of K. Seal inscriptions also reveal a number of cases in which 
the cross is invoked, the word being spelled out in such a fashion that no doubt is possible 
(CTPE OVAATTE KVPIAKON OI KETHN, “O Cross, protect Cyriacus the servant’ 
CKENOIC ME CTAVPE MANOVHA AIOFENH, ““O Cross, protect me Manuel Diogenes"). 
Although many users of Romanus’ folles would probably interpret the C as Kyrie, there 
can be little doubt that the other meaning was that intended by the mint and that the 
inscription should be understood as Eroupé Borer ‘Paouavé Aconéty. 

Class G of the Anonymous Folles is found overstruck on signed folles of both Con- 
stantine X and Romanus IV, and must have been issued at about this period. Wroth 
attributed it to Constantine IX, which is much too early. 









M Lettres du Baron Marchant, 2nd ed, (1851), 19-22, but reading the R erroneously as a K and 
interpreting it as xorlotoont, “fortify; F.de Sauley, Essai de classification des suites monétaires 
byzantines (1836), 304. 

18 Sabatier, Description, II. 173; Wroth, p. 527, note 1. 

16 J..N. Svoronos, Bufavriant voproverné Entire, JTAN, 2 (1899), 382. His view was that the 
cross of the type represented the first word and that the stood for abv, so that the legend would read 
(Graupl) abv Boffer ‘Payavdy Seonéray. 

1 Zacos and Veglery, art, cil., 155-7. They had included a note to the same effect in the 1957 
reprint of Goodacre's Handbook of the Coinage of the Byzantine Empire, 7, and their article is a reply 
to Laurent’s blunt rejection of the possibility in his review of the book. 
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Size 
No. Meal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition 
Constantinople 
| HISTAMENON (concave) 
| | Class I 
| KWN MX ANA PUMANS EVAUKIA | 1068-1071 
Three figures standing | (often imperfect) 
facing on separate | Three figures standing 
| cushions. In center, | facing. In center, 
Michael VII, large, Christ standing on 
| | wearing modified square footstool, 
loros with loros- nimbate, wearing 
waist and crown tunic and 
! with cross and himation, crowning 
pendilia, holding in| Romanus on 1, and 
| ralabarum-headed | Eudocia on r. 
scepter and in 1., Romanus wears 
akakia. To 1, modified loros and 
similar figure of crown with pendilia, 
Constantius, holding | holds r. hand on 
ghcr.inr. and breast and gl. er. in 
akakia in L; tor. |r. Eudocia wears 
Andronicus, similar, | modified loros with 
but akakia in r. and | kite-shaped panel 
gler.inl. Double | and crown with 
border of dots pinnacles and 
pendilia, holds gl. cr. 
in r. andl. hand on 
| | breast. In upper 
| field, [C XE Double 
| border of dots 
“11 [a 442) 28 4 “HUMANS CVAMKIA 
1 On this class the cross of the globus cruciger held by each co-ruler is normally formed by 
three pellets. The letters of the reverse are so badly formed that they can be only approximately 
reproduced in print. 
1.1 Peirce 1948 from Raymond iv. 32 





W.1R. 
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Size 
| sition 
| 
120 |My 441/27 \ | HUMAN CVAHKIK | 1068-1071 
GI. er. of four 
| | pellets 
130 |W 439/28 4) JeVAAnSN | 
14 |w 438/28 4 +IUMAN’ CvaKiA | 
15 |x 438/26 4 #PUMAN EVATAIIA) 
16 |N 436/26 4 | +IUNANS CVAKPN. | 
pierced | | 
17 |M 436/27 4 +IWMAN evanntm 
18 | 435/27 4 HUMAN [ | 
19) |y 4.35] 27 4] +PUMANY CVAKAIM | 
110 [4 419/26 4 +PWMAN €VAKRIIM | 


pierced | 
| 
| 
| 


| Class IT 


Same inser. and type, | Same inscr. and type 
but the three figures | 
stand on a single dais 





i 
“21 |v 440/27 4 | WMA CVAKIA 
22 | 4.39 27 || Crosses of three HWMANIL CVAKL 
| pellets | 
23 |¥ 438/27 | IWMAN- CVAKAIr 
pierced | 
24 |N 437/26 \| | HUMAN’ [ 
25 | 437 | 28 ‘| | +1-tin EVAKLI 





flattened | | 





1.210 Whittemore 
If their varying color is any guide, these coins are from several different sources, not from a 
single hoard. 

2 On this class the cross of the globus crucigers held by Romanus and by Eudocia is composed 
of four pellets, while those of Constantius and Andronicus are solid unless the contrary is 
indicated, 

21 Whittemore 
W. 2-3, R. 20264. 

2.2-3 Whittemore 

24 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. ii. 28 

25 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
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No. Seta. | pete. | Obverse Reverse Date 
We sition | 
| 
2.6 |N 4.37 | 28 || Crosses of three ] CVAKAIA 1068-1071 
| pellets | | 
27 |N 433 28 || Inscr. illegible +PUMAN EVAKIA 
28 a 433/27 | —1UMll- CVAKTIL 
29 | 431/26 || KWH ] CVAKNIS 
| 
} TETARTERON 
| +OKE ROHO +HIWMANSEVAKRIM 
Bust of the Virgin (or variant, | 
facing, wearing tunic blundered) 
| and maphorion, | Half-figures of 
| holding medallion of | Romanus (on 1.) and 
| the Infant Christ with | Eudocia (on r.) 
cross behind head. | facing, holding 
| In field, MP 6V between them globe 
Single border of dots_| which supports a 
long cross, Romanus 
| wearing modified 
| Joros and crown with | 
cross and pendilia, 
Eudocia modified 
| loros and crown with | 
| pinnacles and 
| pendilia. Single 
| border of dots 
34 A) 4.06 19 4] Same die as 3.4 -HIUMAIC VAKRIMI 
| Same die as 3.2 and 
34 
32 |N 406/19 1 Same die as 3.1 and | 
34 
33 4.05) 19 | Same die as 3.11 HUMANS CVAKRI— | 
Same die as 3.11 | 
2.6 Whittemore 
27 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
2.8-9 Whittemore 
31-3 Whittemore 


W. 5-6, R. 2028 
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34 


35 
3.6 
37 
3.8 
39 
3.10 
3.11 


(4) 


‘Size 

















| Mest |e] ovens even Date 
at — 
| i 
|’ 405 18 J | Same die as 3.1 Same die as 3.1 and | 1068-1071 
32 
ly 404} 19 5 JW MScV AKRIMI | 
y 403/19 4 FIUML JSC VARIN | 
N 401] 19 \ | -FIWNAC SV AK RIM 
x 401] 20 4 -IUMASCVAKRI Ml 
Ny 401/18 | +IUMAN SEVAKAL 
4 401) 20 || (WN UCV AKI RMI | 
N 4.01/20 \.| Samedieas3.3 | Samedieas 3.3 | 
Pattern Tetarteron 
VAO RACIA +PUMAN’ AEcr 
| Bust of Eudocia, Bust of Romanus, 
facing, wearing facing, bearded, 
| | modified loros with | wearing modified 
collar-piece and loras and crown with | 
| crown with pinnacles | cross and pendilia, 
| and pendilia, holding | holding in r., gl cr, | 
| in r., labarum- in, akakia, Similar | 
| | headed scepter, in L, | border to obv. 
| gl. cr. Dotted border | | 
| within broad ringed | j 
| edge 
1B 33.69) 32 | (Paris) | | 
with | with | 


34 
35-6 
37 
38 
39 
3.10 
311 
a 


border | border | 


Friend 1957 
Whittemore 

Friend 1957 

Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from Feuardent iii. 24 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

Whittemore 

1 follow Mme Morrisson in taking the side with Endocia’s name and bust as the obverse, 
since her title BaoiAlgea is superior to Romanus’ Storémms. The pattern is unusual for this 
period in having no religious image or inscription, and it may have been this, combined 
with the prominence accorded to Eudocia, that led to its rejection. 
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Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition 
| | 
‘TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
Class I 
| With bust of the Virgin | 
| No inscription +ORE 1068-1071 
Bust of the Virgin R,0,PUMA | 
facing, nimbate, | NwAecnio 
wearing tunicand = THTWAIO 
| maphorion, holding TeNel 
medallion of the and ornament 
Infant Christ with _| beneath. Single 
| | cross behind head. In | border of dots 
| field, HP GV Single 
| border of dots 
(a) Beneath inser., += 
al (R 148| 22 /| | 
“a2 [R144 + 
| (b) Beneath inser., + ++ 
Sb1 |R 144/19 4) RQ forR, ©, 
sb2 |R 135/19 4 RQ for R, ©, 
5b.3 |R 1.06/19 4 Ornament uncertain, 
worn but probably+ ++ 
Sa.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. p. 526, Type 3 (The Hague), R. — 
This specimen was published in Z/N, 36 (1926), 10, No. 27. 
5a.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
5b.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
‘W. —, R. 2029 
This specimen was published in Z/N, 36 (1926), 10, No. 28. 
5b.2 — Peireo 1948 from Andronicus 


5b.3 


Whittemore 
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] Size | 

















Metal 
No. | ty Die Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
sition | | 
| _- |nibee | a | 
| 
{ 
| | | Class I 
| With bust of Christ | 
| No inscription | Same, but fist line | 1068-1071 
| Bust of Christ, | -+RE with ornament 
(Type VIIb) facing, | to 1, and r. Single 
| bearded, with cross | border of dots 
i | nimbus having pellet | 
| in each arm, wearing | 
i tunic and himation; 
r. hand raised in 
blessing in sling of 
cloak, 1. holds book 
| from beneath. 
| In field, XC 
Single border of dots 
(a) Book cover with *, 
ornament beneath inscr., =* = 
a eae ++KE, RO forR, ©, 
| pierced 
(b) Book cover with 3%, | 
| ornament beneath inser, — X — i 
6b |R 1.43 | 21 \ | =+Ke-,R@for | 
ful Se SS ae R, ©, sed 
6a Swiss Collection 1956 


W. p. 526 Type 2 var. (Sabatier coll), R. — 
‘This coin differs from Sabatier’s illustration (Pl. 1. 1) in the absence of pear-shaped ornaments 
to the left and right of Christ's nimbus. 

6b Bank Leu 31. x. 60 
W.—R.— 
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i] | Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
| we sition | 
| | | | 
| | j 
i ONE-THIRD MILIARESION 
| No inscription Pum | 1068-1071 
Bust of the Virgin Bust of 
| | facing, nimbate, Romanus facing, 
| | orans, wearing tunic | bearded, wearing 
| and maphorion. To 1., | modified loros and 
| Mover OK Tor, | crown with cross and 
over RO Triple pendilia. In r. hand, 
| linear border patriarchal cross; in 
1, gl er. Triple 
| | | linear border 
| ornamented with 
| four A's 
+71 |R 0.86/18 + | 
+72 |B 0.83) 18 }| 
73 R 0.72/15 4 
clipped 
74 |R 0.72/16 4 
clipped 
and 
pierced 
75 |R Ost| 14 7 
clipped 
76 | 027) 9 7 
clipped | 
TA Shaw 1947 
W.8, R.— 
For the attribution and the meaning of the inscription, see above, p. 787. 
72 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
73-4 Whittemore 
1S Peirce 1948 
7.6 Whittemore 


‘This is not an ordinary case of clipping. The fian has been cut down so that only the two 


heads are visible. 
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Size 
| Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse 
c sition | 





FOLLIS 

| No inscription | CR Latin cross, 
Bust of Christ, PA with Xat 
(Type VIIb var.) intersection and one 


| 

| | facing, bearded, with | large and two small 

i} dotted cross behind | pellets at end of each 

head, wearing tunic | arm. Tol. and r. of 

| and himation ; r.hand | pellets at base, 

| raised in blessing in | + and = 

sling of cloak, 1. holds, 
book, with 

| cover, from beneath. 

| In field, © and XC 

over NI and KA 























1068-1071 





81 #1137 | 20 | Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class C, 
in turn overstruck on 
| Class A2 

82 |B 11.26| 26 4 ++ for == 

83 |B 8.75 | 31 \. | Overstruck Base ornament not 

clear 

84 |B 8.72| 28 || 

85 | 842/25 | Overstruck on Base ornament not 
Constantine X, clear 
| Class 1 

86 |B 807/25 4 

87 |B 780/26 4 

88 |B 7.67/29 \ ++ instead of == 

B41 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 

W. 9-13, R. 2030 

8.2 Peirce 1948 

8.3 Whittemore 

8.4-5 Schindler 1960 

86 Whittemore 

8.7 Peirce 1948 from Platt vi. 26 


88 


‘Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 
no. | Métal | Die Po. Obverse Reverse Date 
* | sition 
89 ja 7.60| 27 “| Overstruck on 1068-1071 
| Anonymous Class G 
a0 |B 7.17/27 \ | 
811 |& 6.90 | 27 ,/| Overstruck on 
| | Anonymous Class G 
812 |B 6.76 | 26 \) 
8.13 |B 6.26 | 28 4 | Overstruck 
aia | 552/26 | 
815 | 5.49/30 || Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class G 
8.16 | 5.14 25 || Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class G 
8.17 |B 492] 24 4 | Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class G 
8.18 | 4.34/27 4 | Overstruck 
a9 jz 373/25 | Double struck 
worn 
89 Schindler 1960 
8.10 Peirce 1948 from the Furstenberg Sale, lot 1718 
Ilustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 47.2 
8.11 Peirce 1948 
8.12 Whittemore 
8.13 Shaw 1947 
8.14-15 Schindler 1960 
8.16 Peirce 1948 from Egger 
8.17 Schindler 1960 
B18 Swiss Collection 1956 
8.19 Whittemore 


MICHAEL VII Ducas 
October 1071 - 31 March 1078 
(Augustus from ¢.1060) 


Colleagues: Andronicus (to 1074/77) and. Constantius, his brothers, and Constantine 
(from 1074), his son 


BACKGROUND AND CHRONOLOGY 


Michael's early career has already been described He was associated Augustus with 
his father and younger brother in or soon after 1060 and was given the place of honor 
on the histamena struck by his stepfather Romanus IV between 1067 and 1071. In 
October 1071 he despatched his mother Eudocia to a monastery and seized supreme 
power. 

Psellus has little but praise for the good qualities of his erstwhile pupil, but in every 
respect Michael's reign was a disaster. He was incapable of dealing with the military 
problems that beset the Empire, and the reputation which gave him the nickname of 
Parapinaces, ““Peckfilcher,”* coupled with the debasement of the coinage during his reign, 
throws light on his own contribution to its economic troubles. After six years of reign he 
was faced with revolts in both east and west. In October 1077 Nicephorus Botaniates, 
an elderly general, revolted in Asia Minor, to be followed almost immediately by Nice- 
phorus Bryennius in Thrace. Bryennius laid siege to Constantinople without success in 
December, and in the New Year the initiative passed to Botaniates. By 7 January he had 
obtained sufficient support in the capital for part of the congregation in Saint Sophia 
to create a disturbance in his favor. In March he occupied Nicaea, where on the Feast of 
the Annunciation (25 March) he was proclaimed emperor in the presence of the patriarch 
of Antioch and other notables.t Michael had no heart for resistance. On 31 March 1078 
he abdicated in favor of his brother the Porphyrogenitus Constantius and retired first 
to Blachernae and then to Studion, where he assumed the monastic habit. Constantius 
refused to accept the throne and in company with Alexius Comnenus, another possible 


1 Above, pp. 7794. See, in general, D. I. Polemis, The Dowkai (1968), 42-6. 

* Scylitzes Cont., p. 714; Zonaras xviii.16.35-6 (Bonn ed., IIT. 712). The explanation was given by 
Délger in his review of the second (German) edition of Ostrogorsky in the Deutsche Literatur-Zeitung, 
74 (1953), 598. Owing to the rise in prices, a nomisma would buy only a medimnus of bread less a 
quarter (apé wivaxiou). 

® Scylitzes Cont., p. 726. 

« Attaleiates, pp. 256, 269-70. 

* Bryennius, ii, 21 (pp. 123-4); Zonaras, xviii. 18, 12-13 (tii. 719-20): the day on which the Church 
celebrates the resurrection of Lazarus, i.e., the day before Palm Sunday, which in 1078 fell on 1 April. 
Michael subsequently became metropolitan of Ephesus (Zonaras, xviii. 19. 14; pp. 722-3). 
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candidate for supreme office, made his submission to Botaniates, who crossed the Bospho- 
rus and entered the capital on the Tuesday of Holy Week, 3 April 1078.¢ He was 
immediately crowned by the Patriarch Cosmas? 


Comvace: MAIN Features 


Michael VII did not, at least in theory, rule alone. His brothers Andronicus and Con- 
stantius were co-emperors from the start, Andronicus down to his death sometime between 
1074 and 1077, Constantius throughout the reign, while his son Constantine was raised 
to the imperial dignity shortly after his birth in 1074. None of them was recognized in 
the coinage, despite the fact that Constantius had figured on histamena since 1067 and 
‘Andronicus since 1068. Michael’s wife Maria of Alania (Georgia) appears on his tetartera 
and on one type of his miliaresion. This ran contrary to the tradition of recent centuries 
which gave no such right to the consorts of Byzantine emperors, and does not fit in with 
what Psellus tells us of her shy and retiring disposition,*® but in his exclusion of co- 
emperors and admission of his wife Michael was doing no more than following the example 
of his father, who had associated his wife but not his children with him on the coins. In 
each case the histamenon was reserved for the aufocrator alone. 

Michael VII, like Louis XVI of France, was a ruler of practical interests, but, instead 
of repairing clocks, he occupied himself with the work of the mint. Psellus praises him 
for his specialized knowledge of this institution. “He had an understanding of the whole 
system of government expenses and revenue, both of payments from the public funds to 
individuals and of contributions by the public to the treasury. He knew all about the 
making of coins, the equilibrium of the balance and how much they should weigh, what 
was their permissible remedy, how the alloy was manufactured and what proportion of 
gold the coins should contain.”! His experience in such matters presumably played a 
role in the fate of the coinage, although the misfortunes of his reign, with constant 
military revolts, the Seljuq devastation of Asia Minor in the years after Manzikert, the 
loss of Byzantine Italy, and the Norman advance across the Adriatic into the Balkans, 


« Bryennius, iii, 23 (p. 125); Attaleiates, pp. 272-3. There was thus an interregnum of three days, 
Attaleiates (p. 275) refers to largesses distributed by Botaniates on Palm Sunday, but, as Polemis 
notes, this must have been done at Nicaea. 

7 Attaleiates, p. 273; Scylitzes Cont., p. 735. Attaleiates elsewhere (p. 215) dates his coronation 
2 July 1078. Muralt assumes an error of an indiction and takes this as the date of his initial revolt; 
Polemis (art. cit., 71) assumes that June was miscopied as July and argues for a recrowning on 2 June, 
the feast of the emperor's patron, St. Nicephorus. 

* Andronicus was still alive at the date of the marriage treaty with Guiscard of 1074 (above, 
. 786), but had died before November 1077 (P. Gautier, “Monodie inédite de Miche! Psellos sur le 
asileus Andronic Doucas,” REB, 24 [1966], 158). For what little is known about him, see Gautier, 
art, cit., 153-70, and Polemis, The Doukai, 46-8. The latter dates his death too late (after 1081) 

* He was seven years old in 1081, and in the marriage treaty with Guiscard is formally described 
as Pavite’s; 50 he was presumably nominated emperor immediately after his birth, He ceased to be 
recognized as basileus during the reign of Nicephorus III, was re-instated by Alexius I, demoted 
again c.1088, and died c.1095. See Polemis, The Doukai, 60-3, and B. Leib, ““Un basileus ignoré 
Constantin Doucas (v. 1074-94),”” Byzantinoslavica, 17 (1956), 341-59. 

1 Psellus, vii (Michael VIN), chap. 9 (ed. Renauld, I. 177) 

¥ [bid,, chap. 2 (IT. 173). 
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must all have contributed to the difficulties of the treasury. Michael inherited a nomisma 
about sixteen carats fine. It was in the course of a few years reduced to about twelve 
carats in the case of the histamenon, and ten carats or less in that of the tetarteron.!? 
Specimens of Class III of the latter are of such poor metal that Dieudonné published one 
in the Bibliothéque Nationale as being of silver." 

GOLD COINAGE. The nomismata of Michael VII are recognizable both by their concave 
form and by the poor quality of their gold, which separates them from the coins of earlier 
Michaels, and by the fact that the obverse legend normally ends OA, i.e., & Aovxos. 
They form two classes. Both have the same reverse, a facing bust of the emperor with 
scepter and globus cruciger, but different obverses: either Christ seated or a bust of 
Christ. Class I, with the seated Christ, is of noticeably better gold than the other,4* but 
is extremely rare, which may account for the absence of any specimens in a small hoard 
from the Dobrudja that bridges the two reigns of Romanus IV and Michael VIL2* On 
Class IT Wroth called attention to two varieties in the decoration of the cover of the 
Gospel Book held by Christ, but the pattern of variations is in fact more complicated: 

i #218 or 3 on the Gospel Book, 
on the labarum, and the shaft of the labarum with or without a pellet. It is clear 
that the main division is that between the plain and the pelleted labarum shaft, for 
the plain shaft is normally associated with % on the book and the pelletted shaft 
invariably, at least so far as my records go, with #. The normal nimbus and labarum 
ornament in both groups is ‘*;, :~ occurring only rarely. These differences have been 
used to distinguish subdivisions of Class II in the catalogue, but their meaning is unknown. 
The minor one, between ‘*! and :!, may well have none at all. 

The tetartera of Michael VII form three classes. All are essentially of the same type: 
on the obverse a bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ, on the reverse the facing 
busts of the emperor and empress, Michael and Maria, holding between them a cross. 
But they differ in detail: 




















I. Obv. +OKE BOHO Virgin without nimbus. Pellet in limbs of cross in nimbus of 
infant Christ. 
Rev. Shaft of cross without ornaments. 
IL. Obv. As before, but no pellet in nimbus of Christ. 
Rev. Shaft of cross ornamented with X. 





18 For figures, see my two articles, “The Debasement of the Bezant 
BZ, 47 (1954), 385-6, 391-3, and "Notes on the Fineness of the Byzantine Solidus,” BZ, 54 (1961), 
95-7. 

2 RNS, 3 (1899), 198, No. 43. 

4 “Debasement,” p. 393, Nos. 72-7. It is not very safe to argue from only a single figure for 
Class I, but it is borne out by the color of such specimens as I have seen. 

3 Above, p. 787 note 9. The other possibility is that the coins of Class I are from a mint other 
‘than Constantinople, but this seems to me unlikely. 

36 There are sometimes four instead of three pellets in the horizontal rows, but this is due to double 
striking and the slipping of the die sideways between the blows. It is always associated with a doubling 
of some of the lines in the design of the pallium. This point was not noted by Wroth in describing, 
such a specimen (p. 530, No. 8) 
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III. Obv. +OKEBO HOEI+ Virgin nimbate, with sometimes a pear-shaped object on either 
side of the Virgin’s nimbus. Nimbus of Christ variously designed. 
Rev. As Class II, but © below the X on shaft of cross. 


The changing color of the gold, coupled with the variations in type, shows that this is 
the order of issue, though the differences between Class III and the others, combined with 
the fact that the cross and crescent ornaments on the staff correspond to those on one 
class of the miliaresia, make it possible that this was a parallel issue to the others, but 
of lower value. The poor quality of the gold in all three precludes the possibility of 
transferring any of them to Michael VI, as one scholar suggested and as would seem 
reasonable on general grounds.” The name of Michael VI’s wife is unknown, and it 
could well have been Maria, but it is clear that all the coins belong to Michael VII. The 
existence of blundered specimens of Class III, with the positions of the sovereigns inter- 
changed and Maria on the left, Michael on the right, has been noted and discussed 
already.38 

SILVER COINAGE The silver coinage of Michael VII is of some complexity. The metal 
is always of poor quality, so that even where the exact weight of a coin can be ascertained— 
most specimens are pierced or broken—this throws little light on its value or denomination. 
‘The sizes of the coins, however, suggest that they fit into the established pattern of full, 
two-thirds, and one-third miliaresia. 

The full miliaresia are of two classes, one flat and the other concave. Class I revives a 
type of Constantine X and Eudocia, which in turn had revived that of Basil II and Con- 
stantine VIIT, thus conforming to what one may call the traditional miliaresion pattern, 
Class II revived a type of Constantine IX, itself based on a ceremonial issue of Ro- 
manus IIT, but the coins are now concave in form. Since both Classes I and II are continued 
by Nicephorus IIT they were probably parallel and not successive issues, and the fact 
of one being flat and the other concave suggests a differentiation in value like that suggested 
carlier for coins of Constantine IX. Of each type there are two varieties, those in Class I 
being differentiated by — - — or —+— above the reverse inscription, those in Class II 
by the presence or absence of a conspicuous pellet beneath the right arm of the emperor 
or beside his right leg. 

‘The two-thirds miliaresia form four classes. Two are of the traditional type—a bust 
of the Virgin on the obverse and an inscription in several lines on the reverse—but differ 
in the disposition of the inscription and in the accessory symbols that occur in the field. 
‘The third, of which only a single specimen is known, had a design similar to that of the 
“traditional” miliaresion, which perhaps explains its supersession by a fourth, having 
on the obverse the seated figure of Christ on a backless throne. This type had not 
previously occurred on silver. 


* Baron Marchant, Lettres (1851), pp. 95-7, proposed to attribute all the tetartera with Michael 
and Maria to Michael VI. De Saulcy argued strongly against this (Essai, 99), and Marchant’s reasoning, 
which was largely based on supposed differences in the ages of the emperors represented, will not 
stand up to examination, 

38 Above, p. 782. 

» Above, pp. 736-1. 
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‘There are two types of one-third miliaresion, both here published for the first time. 
They resemble the coins of the same denomination struck under Constantine X and 
Romanus IV, and have either a bust of the Virgin or a bust of Christ as obverse types. 

COPPER COINAGE The normal type of signed follis has on the reverse a bust of the emper- 
or and on the obverse one of Christ, with a cross behind the head and no nimbus, flanked 
by IC XC above the lateral arms of the cross and two stars below them. There is a very rare 
variety with the (© and XC below the arms and the stars above them. There are also a 
number of lesser varieties, the stars often having the form of a flower, with six “petals” 
around a central pellet, instead of that of a true “star,” and the Gospel Book held by Christ 
being sometimes ornamented # instead of 5%. The bust of Romanus sometimes appears 
to be half-right instead of fully facing, but this may be only an illusion produced by double 
striking. The two more definite variations may indicate different mints—Hendy would 
assign the whole coinage to Thessalonica—or different officinae in a single mint, or be no 
more than the varying work of different die-sinkers or of the same die-sinker at different 
times. Such little information as I have been able to collect regarding find-spots does not 
point to any useful conclusion, and in our present state of ignorance I have attributed 
the whole coinage to Constantinople. 

Anovelty in the reign, and indeed in the century, is the existence of what is undoubtedly 
a half follis, published for the first time below (No. 15). It represents a belated reflection 
in the copper of the introduction of fractional silver coins some decades earlier, but 
apparently met with no success and only a single specimen is at present known. 

In addition to the signed coins, Group H of the Anonymous Folles can be assigned 
to Michael VIL, though the dates of its issue may not correspond precisely to those of 
the reign. 
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Size 
No, Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 
Constantinople 
NOMISMA 
| HISTAMENON (concave) 
| Class I 
| | | With Christ seated 
| No inscription +MIX AHA RACIAOA | 1071-1078 
Christ seated on Bust facing, bearded, 
| square-backed throne | wearing modified 
| (Type I1b) facing, | loros with collar- 
bearded, with cross piece and crown with 
| nimbus having pellet_| cross and pendilia. | 
| in each arm, wearing | In r. hand, labarum- 
| | tunic and himation; headed scepter 
j | ¥ hand raised in decorated with ? 
Dlessing in sling of | in 1,, gl. er. with cross 
cloak, 1. holds book, | of four pellets. | 
| with *< on cover, by | Double border of dots | 
spine on knee. To 1., | 
| | Tor, XC | 
| Double border of dots / 
1 w 444] 28 7) | 
120 4 439/27 | +MIX AHA [ | 
13° |N 437) 27 4 | 
“14 |a 412 | 28 | | Double struck | 
At Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler (Athens) viii. 27 
WLR. — 
1.2-3 Whittemore 


14 


Peirce 1948 from Platt 
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no, | Metal | pepe Obverse Reverse | Date 
We, | sition | 
| 
| Class IT 
With bust of Christ | 
i No inscription Same inser. and type, | 1071-1078 
Bust of Christ but the cross of the | 
| (Type Vi) facing, with | gl. er. is solid, the 
| Tong pointed beard | labarum shaft may 
| | and crossnimbus with | have a pellet, and 
| in arms, the labarum is, 
| wearing tunic and _ usually ornamented 
himation; r. hand | 
raised before breast | 
in blessing, 1. holds | | 
book, with % or #2 | | 
on cover, from | 
| beneath. Double | 
| border of dots 
| (a) No pellet on labarum shaft; \ 
| | | 
“at [A 4.43) 28 7 Ends RACIAO A | 
2a2 |W 438) 28 4 | | EndsRAL JOA | 
pierced 
203 |N 437/27 4 
a4 |N 437/29 4 Ends A° 
205 |8 437/29 | 
206 |N 435/29 4 MIX AHA RIL 
a7 |N 431/27 4) 
2a8 |N 4.31/26 4) 
pierced 
2a. Whittemore 
W. 3, R, 2032 
20.2 Mrs. 24, ix. 69 ex W. Tyler collection 
2a3-1 Whittemore 
22.8 Peirce 1948 from Spink ii. 24 
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Size 
No. Motal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We. ; 
sition 
2a9 |W 422/26 4 | | 
2at0 | 4.19) 28 | | MIX AHA RACL 1071-1078 
| | (b) No pellet on labarum shaft; 
| nimbus and labarum “*, book % 
42.1 | 4.33 28 | 
2.2 |W 4.33) 28 4 





| (c) No pellet on labarum shaft; 
| nimbus and labarum %:, book 




















21 |N 441 | 28 || Double struck 
202 |N 440) 28 4 | | 
(@) Pellet on labarum shaft; 
| | nimbus and labarum ‘*:, bool 
2dt ja 442/29 4 
242 |¥ 440/30 4 | 
flattened | 
243 |W 439| 28 4 | 
244 ja 439/28 | | Fx [ ] RAL 
vas lw 439/30 4 
246 438/28 | 
24.7 4 4381 30 \ Double struck 





22.9 Peirce 1948 

22.10 — Whittemore 

2.1 Peirce 1948 from Cahn Auction No. 60, 2. vi. 28, lot 2193 
w. 
‘There is a contemporary cast forgery in copper of this group amongst the Peirce coins, It 
hhas been flattened and weighs only 3.34 g. (J). 

2b.2 Whittemore 

2c.1-2 Whittemore 
W.5-7, R.— 

24.1 Whittemore 
W. 8, R. 2033 

24.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 

243-7 Whittemore 
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Size 
vo | met [pee | ome | ee bate 
Wt | sition | 
248 |W 438/28 4 tee | 1071-1078 
249 |N 437/28 | | 
pierced, | | 
flattened 
2410 |N 437) 30 4 
pierced | 
2dti |v 4.35 | 28 \ | 
2412 |N 435} 30 \| | 
24.13 | 432] 28 4 
2d14 |W 432] 28 | | Ends RACIA€ 
2415 | 432) 30 4 | | 
2d16 |X 4.32 29 4 +MX AH NACIA | 
ting | 
attached | 
2a.i7 |a 431/30 | | 
24.18 JN 4.30] 29 7 Ends RACIA€ 
2419 | 4.26 | 28 5 | 
24.20 |N 4.22] 28 5 | | Ends AY | 
2a21 |¥ 4.21} 29 4/7} | HMIX AHA RE JO 
24.22 |N 413} 29 4 
pierced | | 
(e) Pellet on labarum shaf i 
nimbus *, labarum ‘*:, book | 
| | 
*2e | 434) 29 4) | 





24.8 — Shaw 1947 
‘The A in the inscription is presumably an error for A, s0 that like Nos. 24.14 and 24.18 the 
inscription ended with BaorAe’s, 6 Aotnas being omitted. 

24.9 Whittemore 

24.10 Peirce 1948 

2d.11-22 Whittemore 

2e Peirce 1948 from Bourgey iii. 24 
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| Size 
No. | cad Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
| - sition 
| TETARTERON 
| Class I 
| +0K€ ROHO MIX AHA MAPIA | 1071-1078 
Bust of the Virgin | Half-length figures of 
facing, wearing tunic | Michael (on L.) and 
and maphorion, Maria (on r.), 
holding medallion of | facing, holding 
the Infant Christ between them long 
| with cross behind cross, with terminal 
| | head, pellet in each | pellets to arms, on 
limb. In field, W OV | plain shaft. Michael 
| Single border of dots | wears modified loros 
| | and crown with cross 
| and pendilia, Maria | 
modified loros with | 
| collar-piece and 
| crown with pinnacles 
| | and pendilia. Single | 
| border of dots | 
3.1 |N 407/19 4) No pellet in cross +MIXA HA SMAPIA 
Same die as 3.5 
32 |N 406/19 ” 
33 |a 405/18 4 | 
34 |N 4.04| 20 7 | 
35 |W 4.01/20 4 Same die as 3.1, but | 
coin of much paler 
| gold 
36 |N 401/18 4 

















3.1 Whittemore 
W.—, R. 2046 

3.2-5 Whittemore 

3.6 Peirce 1948 from Spink iii. 29 
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Size 
No. | Mel | DiePo) ——Obverse Revere Date 
sition | 
| Class IT i 
| Same inser. and type, | +MIXAHA SMAPIA | 1071-1078 
but no pellet in cross | Same type, but X on 
| | shaft of cross 
“41 8 404| 20 / | 
42° \N 400) 18 | | EM XAHA Sit PA 
43 |N 399/19 | | Ends SM APIA 
44 |v 398/17 4 | | 
| pierced | | | 
45 |v 382/17 || Ends SMA PIA 
| Class III 
| +OKERO HOEl+ Same inser. and type, 
| | Same type, but butXandoon | 
| Virgin nimbate, with | shaft of cross | 
| sometimes pear- | 
shaped ornament to 
1. and r., nimbus of | 
| Christ variously | 
| | designed 
(a) Nothing beside Virgin's nimbus; 
j | nothing in arms of Christ's cross | 
“Sat | 4.04/19 4 “HDX AHA SIMA PIA | 
“Sa2 |v 403/19 | HINIX AHA SMA PLA 
Sad |A pale | ill X AHA SMA PIA | 
4.1 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W. 11, R.— 
4.2-4 Whittemore 
45 Peirco 1948 from Andronicus 
5 For blundered specimens of Class IIT, with the positions of Michael and Maria interchanged, 
see above, p. 782. 
5a.t ‘Whittemore 
W.12, R— 
5a2 Whittemore 
52.3 Peirce 1948 
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| Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | “sition 
ne | 2: - 
| | 
sa4 |N 3.98| 20 4 +Ml X AHA SMA PIA | 1071-1078 
pierced 
| (b) Nothing beside Virgin's nimbus; 
| pellet in each arm of Christ's cross 
*“Sb1 |N 4.03/19 | +O[  JHOEl+ —| +h XAHA SMA PIA 
*5b.2 |N 3.96/20 / | ML XAHA SMA PIA 
5b.3 ja 386/19 | +MIXAHA SMAPIA 
very base 
(c) Nothing beside Virgin's nimbus; 
| pellets replace arms of Christ’s cross 
Sc AT 3.84 | 20 4 | +OKEROL | AHA JPIA 
(a) Pear-shaped ornaments beside 
Virgin's nimbus; pellets replace arms 
| | of Christ's cross 
"Sal 4 4.00) 23 7 | +MLX AHA SMA PIA 
542 | 325/19 | PIA 
| very base | | 
5a.4 Whittemore 
Sb1 Peirce 1948 
W.— R. 2044 
5b.2 Peirce 1948 from Cahn sale 2. vii. 28, lot 2195 
5b.3 Whittemore 
A coin of base metal, with traces of previous gilding. Perhaps a contemporary forgery. Ci. 
R, 2045, described as ‘faux de I’époque, en bronze doré,"” 
5c Whittemore 
W. 14, R.— 
5d.1 Whittemore 
W. 13, R.— 
There is another specimen of this variety in the BN (BNC, II, 656/16; published by 
Dieudonné in RN, 3 [1899], 198, No. 43, Pl. 111. 28), and there was one in the “Russian 
Nobleman"” Sale, lot 153. 
5d.2 Whittemore 


A coin of base metal, with traces of previous gil 





ing. Perhaps a contemporary forgery. 





MICHAEL VII ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ MILTARESION 
Size | 
Die Po- 





Reverse 


[sition | 


Date 





*6ad 


Gat 





MILIARESION 
| Class I (flat) 
Michael and Maria 





with a pellet at 
either side below, 
with X at the central 
crossing, and © on | 
the shaft. To 1., bust 
of Michael facing, 

i wearing chlamys with | 
| tablion and crown 

| with cross and 

| pendilia; to r., bust 
| of Maria wearing 

| modified loros with 
| 





collar-piece and 
crown with pinnacles 
and pendilia. Triple 
linear border 


| ENTUTWNIKATE Mi MIXAHA, 
XAHASMAPIA KAIMAPIA 
Cross crosslet above | — MICTOIRA 
three steps, each arm ClAeIcPw 
ending in a pellet and | MAIWN 


with varying | 
ornament above. 
Triple linear border 


| (a) — + — above rev. inscr. 





IR 2.46) 26 4 
pieroed | 








Pellet at end of 


inser. 





| 
| 1071-1078 





Wroth describes Michael as wearing “‘jewelled robe,” and at first glance it looks like a loros. 
It is in fact a chlamys, fastened at the emperor's left shoulder for reasons of symmetry, with 
the hem and the outline of the tablion each marked with a row of pellets. One or more pellets 


also decorate the interior of the tablion. 


The word FICTOI in the reverse inscription is often broken by a pellet (MICT-Ol), but 
since this was incidental to the making of the die and does not form part of the inscription 


its presence or absence has not been noted. 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 15-16, R. 2048 






































MICHAEL VII ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ MILIARESION att 
Size | 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | "ston | | 
| eee A eee! : 
| | 
| 
"6.2 WR 1.93 | 24 \.) TOVTWand mIXAHA | 1071-1078 
pierced KAIMAPIA | 
| (b) above rev. inser. i 
*6b.1 | 2.13 | 23. 4 | NIKAT (without €) 
6b.2 |a& 1.96] 24 x | TOVTW and MIXAH 
pierced AKAIMAIIA 
6b3 | 1.87 | 22 \.| TOVTWNIKAT and | RACIAHC for 
pierced | MIXAHAKAIMAPIA RACIAEIC 
and | 
clipped | 
| | (c) Upper ornament illegible 
6 = | 2.06 | 22 +) TOVTWand [MIXJA | RACIAHC for 
| HAKAIMAPIA RACIAEIC 
Class II (concave) 
| Emperor standing 
| 
| | +OKEROHOE! TUC | +MIXAHA RACIA 
| WAOVAU OAKA 
| Virgin standing Michael, bearded, 
| facing, on rectan-___| standing facing, 
| gular footstool, wearing military 
nimbate, orans, dress and crown with 
wearing tunic and | cross and pendilia. 
maphorion. In field, | Inr.hand,long 
iP ov cross; 1. hand rests 
Double linear border | on sword in sheath. 
_ Double linear border 
62.2. Peirce 1948 from Spink xi. 27 
6b.1 Peirce 1948 from Cahn sale, 2. vii. 28, lot 2196 
W. 17, R. 2047 
6b.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
6b3 Schindler 1960 
6c ‘Whittemore 





























812 MICHAEL VII ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ MILIARESION 
7 Size | — 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
sition | 
| 
| (a) No globule in rev. field 1071-1078 
Tal | 248/27 4 +MIXAHA RE A. 
pierced | | 
*Ta2 |R 2.06 | 24 \| H 
chipped | | 
Ta3 |B 1.96 | 23 4} +MIXAHA RAC[ JO | 
clipped | AKL j 
(b) Globule beneath Michael's r. elbow 
*Th1 (R192 25 | M for MP Ends OAUK’ 
7.2 |R 132] 21 4 | +OKEROHOEl [ JO ] RACIAOAID (?) 
pierced | vAU 
and | WP for FP 
dipped | 
(¢) Globule by Michael's 1. leg | 
(7c) |R 1.98 | 25 (W. 18) | 
| pierced | 
and | 
broken | ORG | aera dy ee 
Tal Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 19-20, R. 2035 
Ta.2 — Peirce 1948 from Ars Classica Sale XV, 2 
Ja3 Peirce 1948 from Egger 
Tb. ‘Schindler 1960 
Ww. R, 2036 
7b2 Whittemore 


(Te) 


There is another specimen of this variety, much broken, in Berlin. 
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Metal i 
No. | we | Beer Obverse Reverse | Date 
| | 
| | TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
| Class I 
| Bust of Virgin; last line of rev. 
| inser. TUABKA j 
| No inscription | +OKE 1071-1078 
Bust of Virgin | ROHOE! 
facing, nimbate, MIXAHA 
| wearing tunic and | ‘A€CNOTH 
| maphorion, holding TWAUKA | 
| | medallion of Christ, ae | 
nimbate, with one | all in border of dots 
pellet in each arm | 
of nimbus cross. To | 
L, pellet above WP 
| | | To r., pellet above OV 
| Single border of dots 
81 |R 1.45] 21 \| Last letter of third- 
| | fifth lines illegible 
"8.2 |B 1.33) 20 || M for NP A for A, MIX-AHA 
pierced | 
83 |R 126| 26 || Nopelletsincross | A for A, —*— 
chipped broken away 
84 |R 144/21 \.| M for FP Double struck; the | 
| coin turned over | 
between the dies 
"85 |AL_ 1.05/19 | | MO for FP AKA for AUKA, | 
| chipped | | perhaps due to 
| double striking 
8.1 Swiss Collection 1956 


‘W. 22-23, R. 2037 

8.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
83 Whittemore 

8.4-5 Swiss Collection 1956 
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“94 


92 


+55. 


9A 


9.2 
93 





| Size | | 
| Metal | Die Po Obverse Reverse Date 
te sition | 





Class IE 
| | Bust of Virgin; last line of rev. | 
| | inser. — KA — 


-+- | 1071-1078 
OKER,O j 


Same type, but 
| | variations in detail 


TWAOV 
—KA- 
all in single border 


| | 
AECNOTH 
| Dotted border 


[R 1.25 | 21 \,| Dotted border; no 
pellets in cross of 
| nimbus 
of pellet on either 
| side of Virgin's | 
| nimbus; M for IP | | 
Dotted border; Dotted border; 
nimbus cross —KA - off flan 
obscure; pear-shaped 
| | omaments on either | 
| side of Virgin’s 
| nimbus; Mf for RP 

\R 1.07 | 20 J | Linear border broken | Linear border broken 

| | by four pellets; by four pellets, | 
| | | pellets in nimbus 
| cross; ornaments by 

Virgin’s nimbus 
| | obscure; fF for FP 
‘The coins of Class II, which are rarer than those of Class I, form several varieties, but so 
few are known that I have not tried to make any systematic classification, more especially 
since the condition of many specimens is too bad for all details to be fully visible. The silver 
is manifestly of extremely poor quality. 
‘Swiss Collection 1956 
w.—,R.— 
This specimen was published by Berteld in Z/N, 36 (1926), 11, No. 29. 
Whittemore 
Schindler 1960 acq. in 1917 
One pellet (at top) is visible on the linear border on the obverse, two (to r. and below) on 
that of the reverse, the rest being off flan or too worn for legibility. The full complement of 
four was clearly visible on a specimen I saw in trade some years ago. 





IR 1.20/21 4 














MICHAEL VII — CONSTANTINOPLE — FRACTIONAL & 815, 








Size 

No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
We | “sition 

94 |R& 1.03 19 +) Linear border with | Linear border with | 1071-1078 


four pellets; pellets | four pellets 
in nimbus cross; 
apparently no 
ornaments by 
Virgin's nimbus; 
form of FP obscure 


Class IIT 


Michael and Maria 


| | Same inser. and type | -+- 
as Class I, but one OKER,O, 
dotted border MIXAHA 
instead of triple AECTOTH 
linear one and six TWAOV 





| pellets instead of | -KA- 

| three at base of cross | Single border of dots 
(Former Longuet 

| coll) 




















9.4 Whittemore 
‘The obverse is so worn and corroded that very little can be made out. The bottom pellet 
fn the linear border can just be seen on the obverse, faint traces of all four pellets on the 

(10) Published by H. Longuet, “Notes de numismatique byzantine," RNS, 2 (1938), 7, No. 8, 
PL. 8. This coin was not included in the Longuet sale, and its present whereabouts in 
unknown to me. 
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| Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we sition 
J. = 
Class IV 
Christ seated | 
No inscription -+- 1071-1078 
| | Christ seated on +KER,O, 
| backless throne (Type MIXAHA 
| Ti) facing, bearded, AECMOTH 
with cross nimbus, TWAOVKA 
| wearing tunic and —- 
himation; r. hand (or variant) 
raised to side in | Single border of dots | 
blessing, 1. holds book, | 
with 3 on cover, by 
| spine on knee. In field, 
IC XE sometimes with | 
pearshaped ornaments | 
| above. Single border | 
of dots 
(a) Pear-shaped ornament in field; 
inscr. as given 
“tla |R 145| 19 4 | KC illegible Final A illegible 
(b) No ornament in field; 
inser. differently arranged 
(itp) |R 1.08 | 19 (W. 21) Same inser., but 











begins — * — and 
| ends TWAOV |i 
[aka= 





1a Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 


w.—, R.— 


Another specimen was in Kress Sale 132, 8. 





(11b) Other specimens in Paris (BNC, 11.657/06; first published by Dieudonné in RN‘, 3 (1899), 
198, No, 42) and in the Hess-Bank Leu Sale 19, 12. iv. 62, lot 606 (= Miinzen und Medaillen 
Basel, list 229 [August 1953], No. 42) 


MICHAEL VII ~ CONSTANTINOPLE — FRACTIONAL 
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No. 


Metal 
wt. 


Size 


sition 


T 


Die Po- | 


Obverse i Reverse 


Date 





12 


R033 
clipped 








15 4 





|r. hand raised in 


ONE THIRD MILTARESION 
Class I 
Bust of the Virgin 
No inscription | -+- 
Bust of the Virgin | +OKER,O, 
facing, nimbate, MIXAHA 
orans, wearing tunic A€CTOTH 
and maphorion. | TWAOV 
In field, [FF] 6V =KA- 


Single border of dots | Single border of dots | 
WP illegible 


Class IT 
Bust of Christ 


No inscription 

Bust of Christ 
(Lype VIIb) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
nimbus, wearing 
tunic and himation; | 


| Similar inscription 


blessing in sling of 
cloak, 1. holds book, 
witl on cover, 
from beneath. In 
field, IC XC Single 











border of dots 





12 


Whittemore 
W.—R.— 


1071-1078 
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1 | Sie ] 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse | Date 
ie sition 








a |R 061/15 4 — += instead of 1071-1078 
| ere 
135 |R 053 | 15 ¢ | XC off flan — instead of —+— 
ends “KA + 
| rows | 
No inscription +ifIX AHA RACIOA 
Bust of Christ Bust facing, bearded, | 
(Type Ve) facing, | wearing modified 


bearded, with cross | loros with collar- | 
behind head, wearing | piece and crown with | 


| tunic and himation; | cross and pendilia, 
| | xhand raised before | holding in r. hand 
breast in blessing, | labarum, in 1, gl. er. 


1. holds book from 
beneath. In field, C 

and XC above lateral 
arms of cross, six- | 
| pointed stars beneath 

















them 
| | (a) % on Gospel Book 
dai |B 8.81 | 26 \ i 
“14a2 |B 7.79 27 4 | Overstruck on Ends RACIAA | 
Anonymous Class G 
14a.3 |B 7.65 | 27 | Ends RACIAL —_ 
13a Swiss Collection 1956 
W.— R= 
13b Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
W.—R.— 
There is another specimen of this variety (0.60 g., pierced) in a private collection at Athens. 
14 The striking of these coins is as a rule extremely slovenly and most of the specimens here 


are very worn, This explains the poor quality of the illustrations, 
Mad Peirce 1948 

W. 24-25, R. 2041 
14a.2- Peirce 1948 from Fejer (Budapest) 
14a.3. Swiss Collection 1956 
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| We sition 
*i4a4 |B 679 | 26 || Star has form X Double struck 1071-1078 
14a |B 5.34/26 4 HMIX[ ] RACIAL 
14a.6 |B 4.15 | 26 || Star has form J AHA [ JCIAOA 
*14a.7 |B 3.64/26 | | Overstruck on ] RACIAOA 
Romanus IV 
(b) #8 on Gospel Book 
14b.1 14 8.35 | 25 4 | Overstruck on Inscr. illegible 
Romanus IV 
14b.2 |B 8.05 | 27 | | Overstruck on Inscr. off flan 
Romanus IV 
14b.3 |B 7.69 | 29 | | Overstruck on JHA RAL 
Romanus IV 
14b.4 |B 7.48 | 25 JACIAA 
14b5 E 6.77 | 29 Overstruck on ] RACIAOA 
| Romanus IV, in turn 
| overstruck on Class G 
14b.6 |B 5.49 | 24 | | Overstruck on Inser. illegible 
Romanus IV 
14b.7 |B 5.14/27 {| Double struck, and | +Mi[ ] RACIAOA 
overstruck on Double struck 
Romanus IV 
| 
| (c) Ornament on Gospel Book obscure 
14c1 | 8.61 | 27 \, | Overstruck on MIX AHA RT 
| Romanus IV 
148.4 Schindler 1960 
The half-right aspect of the emperor's bust on this coin is an illusion produced by double 
striking. 
14a.5-7 Swiss Collection 1956 


14b.1-2 


14b.3 
14b.4 
14b 5-6 
14b.7 


Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 26-28, R. 2042-3 
Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi, 32 
Swiss Collection 1956 
Schindler 1960 


Whittemore 


14c.1-2. Swiss Collection 1956 
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Size 





No. | Metal | pie Po. Obverse | Reverse Date 
We | sition | 

14c.2 | 7.70 | 31 | | Overstruck on Inscr. illegible 1071-1078 
Romanus IV 

140.3 | 4.59 | 25 \.| Overstruck on Inscr. illegible 
| Romanus IV 

t4c4 |B 3.83/24 || Overstruck on Countermarked at 
Romanus IV 

14c.5 |B 3.24/26 | JIXAL_ J RACIAOA, 


(a) IC XE beneath arms of cross, 
stars above 

*(14a) |B 5.62 | 28 (W. 29-30; Gospel 

Book with %, 

| stars K) 





HALF FOLLIS | 


Same type, with > + MIXA RACIAOA 

on Gospel Book Same type 

“15 |B 3.56 | 20 || Stars 

14.3 Schindler 1960 

1de.4 Schindler 1960 from Dr. Ehrendorfer 4. v. 56 

14.5 Whittemore 

(14) ‘These two BM specimens are the only ones known to me of this variety. Both are from the 
H. P. Borrell Sale, which suggests that they came from Asia Minor and perhaps points to 
local minting. 

15 Whittemore 
W.— R.— 
This is not a clipped follis—the slightly bevelled edges show no sign of clipping—but « 
different denomination. The type of the obverse is only slightly smaller than that of the follis, 
but that of the reverse is much smaller and the inscription differently spaced, with the 
initial + separated from MIX. 




















NICEPHORUS III Botaniates 
3 April 1078 - 1 April 1081 


The effective reign of Nicephorus III dates from his occupation of Constantinople on 
3 April 1078. It lasted for three years almost to the day. Botaniates may once have been 
a competent general, but he was by now an incapable figurehead. The occupation of Asia 
Minor by the Turks continued almost unchecked, and a series of pretenders threatened 
his position at home. His marriage was a major scandal. His second wife Berdena, who 
had been acclaimed at the same time as himself, died shortly afterward, and he determined 
to strengthen his position by marrying some member of the former ruling house, who 
would bring with her both the aura of royalty and the support of the powerful Ducas 
family. His choice lay between Eudocia Macrembolitissa, widow of Constantine X, 
Endocia’s daughter Zoe, and Eudocia’s daughter-in-law Maria of Alania, wife of the 
deposed Michael VII. His choice fell on Maria, who was apparently the most attractive, 
and, despite the fact that her husband was still alive, a complaisant priest was found to 
marry them. For a time things went well, but he had not reckoned on Maria's devotion 
to the interests of her son Constantine by her first marriage. When Botaniates thought 
of settling the throne on one of his own relatives, Nicephorus Synadenos, Maria invoked 
the help of Alexius Comnenus, who felt himself inadequately rewarded for his immense 
services to Botaniates and feared the enmity of some of the emperor's most intimate 
counsellors. In the last week of March 1081 Alexius was proclaimed emperor in Thrace, 
and his troops entered the capital on the morning of 1 April. Nicephorus abdicated the 
same day, taking refuge in Saint Sophia; he was then transferred to the monastery of 
the Peribleptos, where he accepted most unwillingly the monastic habit and died shortly 
afterward? Alexius was presumably proclaimed in the city on the 1st and crowned on 
the 4th, duly fulfilling his part of the bargain with Maria by recognizing the young Con- 
stantine’s former rank as basileus and betrothing him to his daughter Anna.* 

‘The reign of Nicephorus saw a further deplorable debasement of the supposedly “gold” 
coinage, which was by now poor-quality electrum:; his coins rarely rise above nine carats 


* B, Leib, “‘Nicephore Botaniatés (1078-1081) et Marie d’Alanie,”” Actes du VI Gongrés international 
des études byzantines, Paris, 1948, 1 (Paris, 1950), 129-40. 

ib, 1. 94). 

41 (90-102). 

«The date is nowhere given, but the coronation could hardly have taken place on the 1st, when 
fighting was still in progress, or on the 2nd, since this was Good Friday, and it would be natural to 
postpone it to Easter Day, This is confirmed by the fact that Irene was crowned empress exactly a 
‘week later (Alexiad, ili. 2.7; p. 110), i.e., on a Sunday. 
career, and his position under Alexius, see Polemis, The Doukai, 60-3. 
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in fineness. Maria of Alania is associated with him on some of his silver but not on any 
of his gold, though she had figured on the tetartera of Michael VII. His reign is one of 
the very few in Byzantine history in which pretenders to the throne struck coins without, 
having occupied Constantinople and received the crown at the patriarch’s hands. 

‘Three classes of histamena and two of tetartera were struck during the reign. Class I of 
the histamenon has for its types a bust of Christ and a bust of the emperor; Classes II 
and III have a seated Christ and a standing emperor, but the throne of Christ on Class II 
is square-backed and on Class IIT it is without back. Classes II and III give Nicephorus 
his family name of Botaniates, so their attribution is not in doubt. Class I, which like 
Class I] is very rare, merely calls him despotes. One is consequently tempted to attribute 
it to one of the other Nicephori who set themselves up during his reign, the more so since 
the portrait is rather different—the face is longer and narrower than that of most coins 
of Class II—and there are minor divergences in detail, such as pendilia ending in three 
pearls instead of two. Specimens of Class IIT with a rather long, narrow face do, however, 
occur, and contemporary allusions to staxrobotaniati, which can only refer to these coins— 
on Classes II and III the emperor holds a labarum, not a cross scepter—make their 
attribution to Botaniates certain. 1 would suggest that they represent the first issue of 
the reign—a very brief one, to judge both from their rarity and from their absence from 
the Dinogetia hoard’—but that with Bryennius’ refusal to accept terms in April 1078 it 
was thought expedient to put the emperor's family name on the coins and thus avoid 
uncertainty regarding the particular Nicephorus whom they represented. The reason for 
the transition from Class II (very rare) to Class III (very common) is obscure. The most 
obvious difference in the imperial figures is the absence of an X on the staff of the labarum 
in Class II, but there is also a curious pear-shaped object hanging from the emperor's 
hand in Class IIT. 

Class I of the tetarteron, with a bust of Christ and one of the emperor, corresponds to 
Class I of the histamenon; it has the same portrait and the title of despot only, besides 
being extremely rare. Class II, with a bust of Christ and a standing figure of the emperor, 
divides into two sub-classes, a very rare one corresponding to Class IT of the histamenon 
having no X on the staff of the labarum and a slightly commoner one, corresponding to 
Class III of the histamenon, having an X on the staff. The tetarteron must have been 
struck in only small quantities, and is of very poor metal indeed. 

There are two classes of miliaresia, both of badly debased silver and usually found in 
a much damaged condition. The types correspond to those of the preceding reign: a 
concave coin having effigies of the Virgin and the emperor standing, with a pellet beneath 
the emperor's arm as on similar coins of Michael VII; a flat coin having on the obverse 
a cross and two busts and on the reverse an inscription. There is also, at Dumbarton Oaks, 
what from its obverse type, a bust of the Virgin, should perhaps be regarded as a two- 
thirds miliaresion, though the texture of the coin gives the impression of being silvered 
copper. Sabatier published a further silver piece having on the obverse a bust of the 
Virgin and on the reverse an inscription giving Nicephorus the title of oeBaotés, but 

* Grierson, “The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century," BZ, 47 (1954), 386, 393, 


above, pp. 40, 41 
7 Above, p. 787 and note 9. 
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this was not at that time used for emperors and Wroth explains it, I believe correctly, 
as an impression in silver of a seal, or perhaps a seal described in error as a coin. 

The signed folles which can be attributed to Nicephorus III have on the obverse a 
three-quarter length figure of Christ, with a star on either side, and on the reverse the 
letters CONA in the angles of a cross having in its center a star within a circle. That © 
stands for OVAATTE we know, from seals, so the letters must represent Zraupé gvAatTe 
Nixiipopov Seondrn.* The effigy of Christ, that of the icon in the Chalcoprateia known as 
the Christ Antiphonetes, is discussed in the Introduction. 

Anonymous Folles of Class I are shown by the evidence of overstriking to belong to 
the reign of Nicephorus III. His copper coinage is astonishingly common for so short 
a reign. 

* Wroth, p. 537, from Sabatier, II. 181, No. 8, Pl. xs, 17. The idea that it might have been struck 
as a coin before Botaniates became emperor seems to me farfetched. Seals with the same inscription 
(ORE RO NIKHOOP CEBACTW TO BOTANEIAT) are known; see G. Schlumberger, Sigillographie 
de Vempire byzantin (1884), 625 (from Mordtmann) and ‘*Sceaux byzantins inédits (cinguiéme série)” 
RN, 9 (1905), 339. Unfortunately Schlumberger does not give their size, The illustration of the reverse 
of the “coin” in Sabatier has two depressions on the edge which resemble those commonly found on 
seals, 

* For C standing for Eravpé, not Kupte, see above, p. 183. 

3 Above, p. 162. 
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NICEPHORUS III ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ HISTAMENON 























Size 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
, sition 
Constantinople | 
| HISTAMENON (concave) 
| Class I 
| | Bust of Christ; bust of Nicephorus 
| | No inscription +NIK H OP AECNT | 1078-1081 
Bust of Christ Bust of emperor 
(Type VIIb) facing, | facing, bearded, 
bearded, with cross | wearing modified 
nimbus having «in | loros with collar- 
each arm, wearing | piece and crown with 
tunic and himation; | cross and pendilia, | 
r. hand raised in | Inr. hand, cross 
blessing in sling of scepter; in 1., gl. cr. 
| cloak, I. holds book, | Double border of dots 
| with # on cover, from | 
| beneath. In field, | 
| | © and XC 
| Double border of dots 
11 (EL 439) 30 4 
pierced | 
12 [EL 435/30 7 
13 (BL 434/29 4) | | 
"14 (EL 4.25|30 4) i 
1-3 These coins are all of poor electrum, very pale in color, without any sign of one class being 
of better alloy than another. On Class I the pendilia end in three pellets and the cross of the 
globus cruciger is made of five pellets; on Classes IT and III the pendilia end in two pellets 
and the cross is solid. The phi in Nicephorus’ name is less a @ than a cross with a narrow 
crossbar. In Classes II and IIT, there are four pellets in the hanging end of the emperor's 
loros unless the contrary is indicated. 
1.1 Whittemore 
W. 1-4, R. 2049 
1.2 Schindler 1960 
13 Swiss Collection 1956 
14 Peirce 1948 
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825, 
































W. 5-6, R. 2050 


No. nee Die Po Obverse Reverse Date 
| | sition 
Class II 
Christ seated on square-backed throne; 
Nicephorus standing 
| No inscription -HNIKHOPAECHT TUR | 1078-1081 
Christ seated on OTANIAT’ 
square-backed throne | Emperor standing 
(Type IIb) facing, | facing on dais, 
bearded, with cross | bearded, wearing 
nimbus having pellet | modified loros and 
| | in each arm, wearing | crown with cross and. 
tunic and himation; | pendilia. In r. hand, 
| r. hand raised in Jabarum; in L, gl. cr. 
blessing in sling of | Double border of dots 
cloak, I. holds book, 
with I on cover, by 
| spine on knee. In | 
field, C and XC | 
Double border of dots 
*2 EL 4.08 | 29 y Ends [T]}WMOTANI 
ar 
Class TIT 
Christ seated on backless throne; 
Nicephorus standing 
Similar, but the +NIKHoAECN 
throne is without TWPOTANIAT 
back, the figure of | Same type, but 
Christ is smaller and | pear-shaped object 
slenderer, and his r. | suspended from 
hand is raised tor. | emperor's 1. hand 
in blessing (Type III) | and X on shaft of 
labarum. 
2 Swiss Collection 1956 


826 NICEPHORUS IIT ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ HISTAMENON 








Size | ] 











‘Metal: “s a ri | 
No. wee | DePo| Obverse | Reverse Date 
| 
(a) One pellet in each arm of cross | 1078-1081 
Sat (EL 442/28 4 | 
3a2 EL 438/30 | 
3a3 EL 4.34/30 4 +NIL_] TWROTA 
| NIAT’ 
3a4 (EL 4.33/29 \ | +NIKHOPA TWROT 
| | ANT 
| 5 pellets in loros end 
3a.5 432 | 32 4| JAE TWROTA NIA 
|? 
| 5 pellets in loros end 
“306 EL 431/28 | AEC for AECN 


(b) No pellets in arms of cross 





3b1 EL 445 | 29 7 Ends TROTAN[ 
3b.2 EL 4.40) 28 4 

3b.3 EL 4.40 | 29 7 AEC for AECN 

3b4 (EL 438/30 4 | 4NL aecete. | 
3b5 BL 437) 29 7 ROTAN for ROTAN 
3b.6 [El 435/31 4 NIL JAECN Tw 





ete. 
*3b.7 |EL 4.34 | 29 
3b.8 [EL 4.34 | 32 


<N 





+NIKHOL ] TW ete. 
5 pellets in loros end 














3b.9 [EL 4.33 ‘AEC for AECN 

3b.10 [EL 4.31 

3b.11 [EL 4.30 AEC for AECN 
93b.12 EI 4.29 5 pellets in loros end 

3b.13 |EL 4.29 J€CN TWROTANIL 

3b.14 [El 4.12 | | JECN TWROTANL 








3a.1 Peirce 1948 from Raymond xii. 29 
W. 11, R.— 
3a.2-5 Whittemore 
3a.6 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
3b.1-9 Whittemore 
W. 7-9, R. 2081 
3b.10-14 Whittemore 
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| Size 

No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt | sition 

3b.15 |EL 3.72 | 28 | 1078-1081 

3b.16 |EL 3.16 | 27 4 +NIKHHIC TWROT 


ANIATH 
| 5 pellets in loros end 
| 
| 


‘TETARTERON 
Class T 
Bust of Christ; bust of Nicephorus 














No inscription +NIL ] AECnT’ 
Bust of Christ, as on | Bust of emperor 
Class I of the facing, wearing 
histamenon (Type elaborate chlamys 
VIIb), but Gospel and crown with cross | 
Book ornamented‘: | and pendilia, holding | 
| and only one outer | in r. hand labarum 
| | border of dots | scepter, in L, gl. er. 
| Single border of dots 
*4 El 3.93] 20 4) | 
| | 
Class II | 
Bust of Christ; Nicephorus standing | 
No inscription Inscription 
| Same type, but Emperor standing, | 
| | number of pellets in | as on Class II of the 
| each arm of cross —_|_-histamenon 
| variable | 





3b.15-16 Whittemore 
‘These two coins are exceptionally base in appearance, as well as being low in weight. Whether 
they are products of the official mint is hard to say. 

4-5 Classes I, Ia, and IIb of the tetarteron correspond to Classes I, II, and ITI of the histamenon, 
respectively. The types are not identical, however, since the small flan of the tetarteron. 
was unsuited to the representation of a seated Christ. 

4 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 31 
wR 
‘There was another specimen of this rare coin in the Foreign Prince Sale, lot 215. 
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NICEPHORUS III ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ TETARTERON 























Sie | 
Metal 
No, Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
wt, sition 
| (a) Nothing on staff of labarum 1078-1081 
+5 EL 4,03 | 20 4 | One pellet +-NKH@OPOC TWRO 
TANIAT’ 
| | | (b) X on staff of labarum 
*5b EL. 3.94 23. || One pellet (2) [HINIKHOAEC TURO 
TANIAT’ 
“Sc EL 4.03 20 | | Two pellets +NIKH[] TWAOT 
ANT 
*5c.2 {EL 3.96 21 || Two pellets | -ENIKHoAEC TwRO | 
| _ TANIA’ 
*5c3 (BL 3.78 | 20 || Two pellets +NIKHOAECT TORO 
| | TANIAT! | 
(6d) [EL 3.86 | 20 4 | Nothing (Hess-Bank | 
Leu sale 12. iii. 62, | 
Jot 608) 





5b 


Se 


50.2 
5e.3 


This differs from Class II of the histamenon in that, on account of the small size, the labarum 
has only one pellet above it instead of three (,",) and one inside it instead of five (‘+). Also, 
nothing is suspended from the emperor's left hand. 

Miinzen und Medaillen Auction XXV, 17.xi.62, lot 729 





WwW. R— 
Peirce 1948 from Spink iii. 32 
W.—, R.— 


‘The pellets in the nimbus cross seem to be square instead of circular in shape, but owing to 
the die having slipped in the striking those in the left and upper cross-arms have become short, 
bars. 

Whittemore 

W.— R= 

Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus 
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| Size 
No. Metal | Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
we sition 





Class I (fat) | 


| 
| 

| MILIARESION 
| Inser.; cross and two busts 


-+- ) EENIKHOKAIMAPIA | 1078-1081 
| | NIKHOP | ENTOVTJWNIKATE 
| | KAIMAPIA Patriarchal cross 
| | | MICTOIRA | crosslet on globus 
cineicpw | and three steps, with 
MAIWN | X at lower inter- 





- | section, © on shaft, 
Triple linear border _| and pellet at end of 
each cross-arm. In 1. | 
field, bust of 
| Nicephorus, in r. 
field, bust of Maria, 
each wearing 
appropriate crown 
and modified loros. 
Triple linear border 





*6 B 148 22 4 
|_worn 








6-8 These coins are of such poor quality silver that they are better described as billon, 
6 Schindler 1960 
W. p. 537, Pl. xm, 8 (Berlin), R.— 
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Size 
Die Po- Obverse 
| sition 


Reverse Date 











Class II (concave) 
‘Two standing figures 
| | +OKEROHO’ TCWA | +NIKHDAEC TWRO | 1078-1081 


vAW TAN’ 
| Virgin standing on | Emperor standing 
| carpet facing, orans, | facing, wearing scale | 
| | nimbate, wearing armor, cloak, and 


Double linear border | pendilia. In r. hand, 

long cross with 

| pellet at end of each | 
arm; I. hand on hilt 

| of sheathed sword | 

| resting with point on | 

| the ground. Pellet 

beneath r. elbow. 

Single linear border | 

| {a) No letters in obv. field | 


‘7a |[B_ 1.80 | 25 | | Double struck 


| | tunic and maphorion. | crown with cross and 
| 


| (b) MF and 6V in obv. field 
‘7b |B 1.66 | 23 \.) +@KCROH@E’ TUC | +NIKHOL 














pierced [WJAUA | 
72 |B 158/25 }|  JTWCWACUA | —‘JTANIAT 
chipped | i | 





7a Swiss Collection 1956 


w.— R.— 
Tb.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
Wi R— 


Published by Bertelé in Z/N, 36 (1926), 11, No. 30, Pl. 1. 30 (this coin) 

‘The figure of the Virgin on this coin is much larger than on the preceding or following ones. 
7b.2 Swiss Collection 1956 

W.—.R.— 

‘This coin is too badly corroded and fragmentary to justify reproduction, Published (but 

not illustrated) by Bertele, loc. cit, No. 31. 
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Metal 





831 








No. ies Obverse Reverse Date 
TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION (flat) 
No inscription | +NIKHOE —JAT, | 1078-1081 
| Bust of the Virgin | Emperor standing, 
| facing, nimbate, | etc., as on Class IT of 
orans, wearing tunic | histamenon. Single 
and maphorion. In| border of dots 
| | field, M and © Single 
| border of dots 
*8 (B 0.88 | 21 4 | O illegible 
| 
| | 
| FOLLIS 
No inscription Cross of equal arms 


91 |B 898/30 \ 
9.2 |B 7.98/24 / 
93 |& 7.67 | 26 + 





Three-quarter-length | ending in globules. 
figure of Christ Anti- | In the center, circle 

phonetes (Type IVc) | within which star of 
facing, bearded, with | eight rays. In angles, 
cross nimbus having | CONA 

pellet in each arm, | Single border of dots 


wearing tunic and 
himation; r. hand 
raised in blessing in 
iront of body, 1. holds 
book, with 
cover, from beneath. 
In field, two stars | 
above which IC and 
XC Single border of 


dots 





on 














8 Swiss Collection 1956 
Ww. R.— 


Published by Bertela, avt, it., 11, No. 32, Pl. 1. 32 


9.1 Swiss Collection 1956 
W. 12-21, R, 2053 

9.2 Shaw 1947 

9.3. Whittemore 


NICEPHORUS III ~ CONSTANTINOPLE ~ FOLLIS 




















Size 
No. Metal Die Po- Obverse Reverse Date 
Wt. sition 
94 |B 7.62/25 4 1078-1081 
9.5 |B 689/25 + 
96 | 6.61) 25 
97 | 643/24 + 
9.8 |B 5.78 | 25 \.| Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class G | | 
99 mm 5.77| 25 4 | 
910 A 5.68) 28 $ | 
941 |  5.67| 27 || Overstruck on | | 
| Anonymous Class D | 
912 RB 5.60/24 \ 
913 |B 5.55/23 | 
914 R508) 23 
9.15 |B 5.08 | 28 4 | Overstruck on 
| Anonymous Class I 
*9.16 |B 4.82/26 \ | 
voiT |B 474/24 \ | | 
9.18 |a 4.63/20 4 | 
919 |B 451 | 246 | | 
+920 |B 283/26 }| Overstruck on | 
Anonymous Class I 
94-5 Schindler 1960 
9.6 Swiss Collection 1956 
97 Peirce 1948 
Illustrated in Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 47.3 
9.8 Schindler 1960 
9.9-10 Swiss Collection 1956 
9.11 Schindler 1960 
9.12 ‘Swiss Collection 1956 
913 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. 
9.14-15 Whittemore 
916 Swiss Collection 1956 
917 Whittemore 
9.18 Swiss Collection 1956 
919 Peirce 1948 


9.20 


Swiss Collection 1956 


NICEPHORUS Bryennius 
Pretender October 1077 - April/May 1078 


The last six months of Michael VII's reign were troubled by the revolts of two generals 
named Nicephorus. The successful one was Nicephorus Botaniates, whose early career 
has already been described. The unsuccessful one was Nicephorus Bryennius, duke of 
Durazzo, who rebelled against Michael VII in October 1077, assumed the imperial title 
at Trajanopolis, and rapidly occupied most of Macedonia and Thrace For a time it 
looked as if he, rather than his rival Nicephorus Botaniates, would become master of 
Constantinople and effectively emperor, but the prize went to Botaniates (April 1078). 
The latter offered Bryennius the title of Caesar, which was refused, whereupon Alexius 
Comnenus was sent against him. Comnenus was captured and blinded (April or May)? 
but left in possession of his family fortune, and his more famous son and namesake became 
in due course the husband of Anna Comnena 

Bryennius was no sooner disposed of than yet another Nicephorus, this time Nice- 
phorus Basilacius, revolted in his turn and assumed the imperial title Basilacius had 
already played a considerable role in affairs in the concluding months of the preceding 
reign. He had been sent by Michael VII against Nicephorus Bryennius, and although he 
was unsuccessful in quelling the revolt, which indeed he made little effort to do, he had 
occupied Thessalonica and thereby prevented Bryennius from occupying this important 
base. No sooner had the rebellion of Bryennius collapsed than Basilacius in his turn 
proclaimed himself emperor at Thessalonica and was in due course besieged by Alexius. 
After a short siege the city surrendered, Basilacius and his treasure were captured, and 
on the way back to Constantinople the usurper was blinded on the emperor's orders and 
disappears from our records. How long his revolt lasted is hard to say, but probably not 
more than two or three months (May to July?). 

Some rare folles exist which can be best attributed to one or other of these rebel 
Nicephori. They have on the obverse a bust of Christ holding a scroll and on the reverse 
a patriarchal cross with the letters CBNB in its angles. The general pattern goes back to 


1 Above, p. 821 

*Zonaras, xviii, 17. 19-29 (Bonn ed., III. 715-17); Bryennius, iii, 9-10 (Bonn ed., 111-14). 
Scylitzes Cont. (p. 727) has the revolt follow immediately upon the revolt of Botaniates in October, 
which is our only indication of the date. 

* Zonaras, xviii. 18, 2-8 (III. 721-2). 

“The main authorities for the revolt are Bryennius, iv. 16-28 (pp. 146-56; ef. also pp. 109-10), 
Scylitzes Cont., pp. 739-40; Zonaras, xviii. 19. 16-20 (Bonn ed., IIT. 723-4); Anna Comnena, Aleziad, 
i, 7-9 (ed. Leib, I. 28-36). Most of these, no doubt in order to avoid confusion, simply calll the rebel, 
Basilacius (or Basilaces, BaoiAdxns). It is Scylitzes Cont. and his derivatives Zonaras and Michael 
Glycas (p. 617) who give his first name as well (Nuengépos 6 Baothéxios). 
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the coins of Romanus LV with CRPA, and it is natural to interpret the first three letters in 
the same way as Eravpé Pore Nuxngépe. But the fourth is ambiguous, for it could 
equally stand for Boother, “the emperor,” Batanérn, “Botaniates,” Bpuewig, “Bryen- 
nius,” or Booihoxiep (or BooiAéxn), “Basilacius.” The extreme rarity of the coins, con- 
trasting with the commonness of those of Botaniates himself with CRNA in the angles of 
the cross, suggest that they were not struck by Botaniates, but recorded find-spots— 
Sparta, Athens'—leave either of the others possible.’ When I published specimens of 
the type in 1950, I attributed them conjecturally to Bryennius,? without considering the 
possible claims of Basilacius. Hendy® has since argued in favor of the latter, mainly on 
the ground that Basilacius was for some months in possession of Thessalonica, which 
Bryennius never was, and that Thessalonica was certainly a mint under Alexius T and was, 
in his view, the mint where the signed coinage of Constantine X and Romanus IV had 
been struck. Since it is more reasonable to attribute the coins to a mint that we know 
existed than to one whose existence is conjectural, the coins can be better assigned to 
Basilacius than to Bryennius. 

‘The weaknesses of this argument are two. The first is the nature of the formula CBNB. 
The coins are overstruck on older ones, as was normal at this period, and therefore do 
not represent a method of bringing bullion into circulation; the only object in issuing 
them would be to serve as propaganda. But coins with CBNB could have no propaganda 
value in the reign of Nicephorus Botaniates, when they would simply be taken for another 
issue of this emperor. Under Michael VII, however, they would serve such a purpose, 
which means that they are more likely to have been issued by Bryennius than by Basil 
cius, Second, an established mint is capable of producing reasonable uniformity of design, 
and this is something in which these rare coins, in marked contrast to other folles of the 
period, are conspicuously deficient. The cross is sometimes on a plain base and step, 
sometimes on a decorated combination of the two; the intersections and the ends of the 
cross-arms are sometimes ornamented and sometimes not; and the cross-arms in the 
nimbus of Christ are sometimes void and at others provided with either a pellet or a 
in each. An issue so chaotic can scarcely be the product of a regular mint, whether Con- 
stantinople or Thessalonica, and I therefore adhere to my original attribution of them to 
Bryennius? 

So far as the coins themselves are concerned, it would be absurd to make into separate 
classes, or even to treat as separate types, the varieties that occur. It seems evident that 








5 J.M. Cook and R. V. Nicholls, “Laconia,” Annual of the British Schoo! at Athens, 45 (1950) 
295, Pl. 29, No. 45; M. Thompson, The Athenian Agora IT. Coins from the Roman Thvough the Venetian 
Period (Princeton, 1954), No. 1861 and note on p. 109. 

* But exclude Nicephorus Melissenus, yet another would-be emperor of the early 1080's, whose 
center of operations was Asia Minor. See below, p. 839. 

7A Follis of Nicephorus Bryennius (?),"” NCS, 10 (1950), 305-11 

"Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire 1081-1261 (1969), 78-80. He is followed by 
Mme Morrisson in BNC, II, 662, where the two specimens in the Cabinet des Médailles are published. 

In subsequent discussion with me, Hendy has urged that copper coins were not normally used 
for propaganda and that ‘‘the chroniclers’ mention of Basilacius’ treasure is of significance, if not 
decisive.” Tam not sure that his first proposal is correct, and copper folles would scarcely come into 
the category of xpfuora (Bryennius, iv. 27; p. 155). 
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the die-sinkers at Bryennius’ hastily organized mint were left free to vary such details 
as they saw fit, and that in consequence each die is likely to differ somewhat from the 
next. The main division seems to lie in the greater or less elaboration of the patriarchal 
cross. I have therefore made this the basis of the rough classification which follows and 
which covers all the varieties—though without listing all the specimens—known to me. 





836 NICEPHORUS BRYENNIUS ~ UNIDENTIFIED MINT — FOLLIS 

















| Size | 
No, | Metal | Die Po. dine fT” Safes Date 
| a | 
oe ai =e 
| Unidentified Mint 
iene 
No inscription | No inscription 1077/8 
i Bust of Christ | Patriarchal cross on 
| | (Type IXa) facing, base andstep;in | 
| bearded, with cross field above, B | 
nimbus, wearing tunic | Below, N B | 
and himation; r. hand | | 
| raised in blessing in 
| sling of cloak, 1. holds 
i | scroll. In field, (EXC, 
H | (a) Patriarchal cross simple 
“1a 12.07 | 29 + | Pellet in each arm of | One pellet at end of 
cross. Christ's r. each upper arm, 
| hand obscure, iC and | 3 at end of each 
| XC not visible lower arm. Over- 
| | | struck on rev. of 
| | | Anonymous Class A2 
*(1b) E | a7 | (Berlin) Same, but 4 pellets 
Same, but lower _| at lower intersection 
part of bust off flan, | of cross. Lower part 
| so scroll and r. hand | of type off flan. 
| not visible Overstruck 
1 In the notes that follow, “Grierson” refers to my article of 1950 (above, p. 835 note 7). 


‘Wroth and Ratto references are omitted, since the series is not represented in either catalogue. 
‘The three coins listed under (a) are in each case the only specimen known to me of the partic~ 
ular variety described. All others come under (b), though, owing to the poor state of preserva- 
tion of most specimens, it is not always easy to determine the exact variety to which they 
correspond. 

Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 

‘The appearance of this coin is disconcerting, since neither Christ's right hand nor any object 
held in his left is visible. The design is not in fact complete, for the circle of the die, cutting 
the bust off short, is that of the previous striking and not of this coin. 


(tb) 
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NICEPHORUS BRYENNIUS ~ U: 








Size 

No. | Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 
We | sition 

*(10) le 7.98 | 27 | (Athens) Same, but X at 1077/8 


Same, but no pellets | lower intersection of 
| in nimbus cross and | cross. Overstruck on 


r. hand and scroll follis of Constan- 
not visible through tine X and Eudocia 
| wear 


(b) Patriarchal cross elaborate 
"20 933/27 


No pellets in nimbus | Each arm of cross 
cross ends in 3 pellets, 
| | X at lower inter- 
| section. Base of cross 
| joined to step by 
| j outer lines reaching 
| | border of coin, with 
line of dots above 
and below step, the 
| lower ones very faint 
2b |B 5.52) 25. | | Pellet in each arm of | Same 
| 


nimbus cross. Details 
of bust obscure. 

| ‘Trace of overstriking 
by Anonymous 

Class I 

















(10) Published Grierson, p. 307(@). Found at Sparta in 1949 as part of a hoard, Also published 
in the Annual of the British School at Athens, 45 (1950), 295, Pl. 29, No. 45. 

2a Kress sale 8. ii. 65, lot 1134 
Illustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, Pl. 47.4. 

2b Grierson 1956 from Baldwin 15. iv. 46 
Published Grierson, p. 307(b). I there describe it as overstruck om Anonymous Class I (1. arm 
of cross, with 3 terminal pellets, and part of floral ornament are visible on lower left of abv.), 
but since the part of the coin where restriking is visible is thinner than the rest, I would 
now judge Class I to represent the later striking. 
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] i ] 
Metal | Die Po- | Obverse Reverse Date 


We. 














"26 








10.17 | 29 7 | Badly corroded, | Same. Traces of 1077/8 
| apparently as a three earlier strikings 
| result of having visible 


been inafire,and | 
virtually all details | 
invisible, but traces | 
of in arms of | 
nimbus cross | 











Swiss Collection 1956 
Published Grierson, p. 307(c). The ‘*1 in the arms of the nimbus cross are so faint and un- 
certain that one could not assert their existence on the basis of this coin alone, but they 
are clear on a specimen in the Garrett Collection (Johns Hopkins University) at Baltimore. 
‘The earlier strikings, of which traces can be made out on the rev., are (1) an carly Anonymous 
type (hence the high weight) with a bust of Christ between [@ and XC — the I is visible 
beyond the lower r. arm of the cross; (2) 2 follis of Constantine X and Eudocia — the two 
heads and the top of the labarum are visible bottom 1. and the letters AK (of EVAKAVT'O) 
in the margin at bottom r.; and (3) folliswith a largeimperial bust, probably Constantine X — 
the top of the head is visible bottom 1. 





NICEPHORUS Melissenus 
Pretender 1080 - April 1081 


Nicephorus Melissenus, a member of one of the great Byzantine families, revolted 
against Nicephorus III sometime in 1080 and occupied what remained of the Asiatic 
provinces of the empire.t When Alexius Comnenus, whose sister Melissenus had married, 
in turn revolted in March 1081, Melissenus proposed to him that they should share the 
purple as joint emperors, Melissenus ruling in Asia and Comnenus in Europe. Alexius 
replied with the counter-offer of the title of Caesar and the governorship of Thessalonica.* 
Botaniates thereupon proposed to Melissenus, who was encamped at Damalis just across 
the Bosphorus, that he should abdicate in Melissenus’ favor,’ but Alexius’ occupation 
of the city put an end to this project. Melissenus submitted to the new emperor, received 
Thessalonica and the promised rank of Caesar,t and as a military commander and a 
member of the imperial family played a moderately important role in the history of 
Alexius' reign. 

The account of Anna Comnena implies that Nicephorus Melissenus did not actually 
assume the imperial title, but that it was only rumored that he had done so. The testimony 
of Bryennius and the existence of a silver coin giving him the title of despotes are proof 
to the contrary. Only a single specimen of the coin, now in the Bibliothéque Nationale, 
is known. It was presumably minted at Nicaea, which we know from Bryennius was the 
ptetender’s chief residence during his brief period of power. 

2 Bryennius, iv. 31 (pp. 158-8). 

2 Alexiad, i. 8, 10 (ed. Leib, I. 87-90, 92-3). 

3 Tbid., ii 11 (p. 93) 

4 Ibid., iii. 4 (pp. 113-4); Zonaras, xviii. 21. 11 (Bonn ed., IIT. 732). The attractiveness of the 
title of Caesar was reduced by Alexius’ ingenuity in creating that of sebastocrator, ranking directly, 
after that of basileus, for his brother Isaac, 
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Size ] 
No. | Metal | pie Po- Obverse | Reverse Date 
| sition | 





| 
| ot 
| 
| 











Nicaea (?) 
‘TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
| No inscription | -'-], 
| | Bust of the Virgin +oxero| * 
| facing, orans, | NIK[HJOP 
| nimbate, wearing [mjwaccno 
| tunic and maphorion. TiTwme 
| | Tol, WPTor, OV | ICH) | 
| Single border of dots ae | 
| Single border of dots 
*(1) | 1.34 | 18 7 | (Bibliotheque | 
pierced Nationale) 
(1) W539, No.1, Pl nxn. 11 


‘This coin was first published by W. H. Waddington, “‘Nicephore Mélisséne, prétendant au 
trone de Byzance (1080-1081),” RN, 8 (1863), 393-400, subsequently by Wroth, and most 
recently by Mme Morrison, BNC, 663, Pl. xcts/01. Despite its low weight, I assume that, 
like its predecessors of the same type, it was intended as a two-thirds miliaresion. The 
inscription reads Qrotére Poride: Nunpépe@ Seonérn 1 Medionvi. 


INDEX I 


EMPERORS AND THEIR RELATIVES 


Main Headings. For Emperors who actually reigned, the first entry refers to the coinage 
of their “reign”, while subsequent ones are to coins on which they play a subsidiary role. 


See also Index IL. 


Alexander, 523-5; 490-1, 501-3, 516-18, 
522 

Anastasia, dau. of Theophilus, 428 

Andronicus, son of Constantine X, 789-91 

Anna, dau. of Theophilus, 428 

Artavasdus, 283-9 

Basil I, the Macedonian, 473-5 
468 

Basil II, Bulgaroctonos, 599-633, 582-3 

Christopher, son of Romanus I, 544-8, 
584-5, 561, 571 

Constantine V, Copronymus, 290-324; 
242-82, 328-35, 340-5 

Constantine VI, 336-46; 328-35 

Constantine, son of Leo V, 375-86 

Constantine, son of Theophilus, 425-8, 
430, 434, 441-2, 446-7, 450-1 

Constantine, son of Basil I, 487-505 

Constantine, son of Romanus I, 544, 
556-7 

Constantine VII, Porphyrogenitus, 526— 
73; 513-14, 515 

Constantine VIII, 707-10; 613-33, 730 

Constantine IX, Monomachus, 733-47 

Constantine X, Ducas, 764-78 

Constantius (Constantine), son of Michael 
VII, 783-4, 789-91 

Eudocia Ingerina, wife of Basil 1, 489-90 

Eudocia Macrembolitissa, wife of Con- 
stantine X, 779-84; 771, 774-6 

Irene, 347-51; 340-6 

Isaac I, Comnenus, 759-63 





5 466-7, 


John I, Zimisces, 589-98 

Leo III, the “Isaurian’ (Syrian), 225-82; 
299-324, 328-35, 340-5 

Leo IV, the Khazar, 325-35; 300-24, 
340-5 

Leo V, the Armenian, 371-86 

Leo VI, the Wise, 507-22; 490-1, 496-500, 
501-3 

Maria of Alania, wife of Michael VII and 
‘Nicephorus III, 807-13, 829 

Michael I, Rangabé, 363-70 

Michael II, the Amorian, 387-405; 425-8, 
441, 446-7, 450-1 

Michael II, the Drunkard, 452-70; 428- 
30, 432-3 

Michael IV, the Paphlagonian, 720-6 

Michael V, Calaphates, 727-8 

Michael VI, Stratioticus, 754-8 

Michael VII, Ducas, 798-820; 783-4, 
789-91 

Nicephorus, son of Artavasdus, 283-9 

Nicephorus I, 352-61 

Nicephorus II, Phocas, 580-8 

Nicephorus IIT, Botaniates, 821-32 

Nicephorus Bryennius, pretender, 833-8 

Nicephorus Melissenus, pretender, 839-40 

Romanus I, Lecapenus, 542-9, 554-7, 
562-5, 570-3 

Romanus II, 574-7; 551-3, 557-9, 568-9, 
573 

Romanus III, Argyrus, 711-19 

Romanus IV, Diogenes, 785-97 
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Stauracius, son of Nicephorus I, 362; 
355-61 

Stephen, son of Romanus I, 556-7 

Thecla, dau. of Theophilus, 428, 461-2, 
464.5 

Theodora, wife of Theophilus, 461-5; 428 

Theodora, dau. of Constantine VIII, 
731-2, 748-53 


‘Theophano, wife of Romanus II, 578-9 

Theophilus, 406-51; 394-405 

Theophylact, son of Michael I, 366-70 

Zoe Carbonopsina, mother of Constantine 
VII, 541-2, 559-60, 569 

Zoe, dan. of Constantine VIII, 727-32 


INDEX II 


Mints 


Main Headings. See Index III for Occasional References, and Index IV for Mint-Marks, 
The Constantinopolitan issues of the emperors, which form the bulk of the coinage of 


each reign, are not separately listed. 


Bosporos (Kerch), countermark, 92; Basil 
I, 478, note 20 

Cherson, general features, 91-2; mono- 
grams, 190, 191; autonomous, 469; 
Michael III, 469-70; Basil I, 504-6; 
Leo VI, 521-2; Alexander, 525; Con- 
stantine VII, 569-73; Romanus 1, 
570-3; Romanus II, 577; Nicephorus II, 
588; John I, 598; Basil II, 632-3 

Constantinople, general features, 77-81; 
gold coinage, 19-24, 28-45; silver coin- 
age, 62-8; copper coinage, 68-72 

Kerch, see Bosporos 

Naples, general features, 84-7; gold coin 
age, 245; Leo Ill, 269-71; Con- 
stantine V (? Naples), 314-16; Nice- 
phorus I (? Naples), 361; Theophilus 
(2 Naples), 449-51 

Nicaea, Nicephorus Melissenus, 840 

Ravenna, general features, 92-4; gold 
coinage, 245; Leo III, 279; Con- 
stantine V, 322-4 


Rome, general features, 87-91; gold coin- 
age, 24-5; Leo III, 271-8; Artavasdus, 
288-9; Constantine V, 317-22; Leo IV, 
335 

Sicily (Syracuse), general features, 83-4; 
gold coinage, 25-8; Leo III, 264-9; 
Constantine V, 308-14; Leo IV, 334-5; 
Irene, 350-1; Nicephorus I, 359-61; 
Michael I, 367-70; Leo V, 380-6; 
Michael II, 399-405 ; Theophilus, 441-9; 
Michael III, 467-9; Basil 1, 503 

Syracuse, see Sicily 

Thessalonica, general features, 81; Michael 
IV, 726 

Uncertain mints, 100; Leo III (Italian), 
280-2; Constantine V (Italian), 324; 
Theophilus, 440-1; Anonymous Folles, 
Class A1, 674-5; Class B, 680-1; Nice- 
phorus Bryennius, 836-8; see also 
Naples 

Western mints, general features, 82-3; 
see also Naples, Ravenna, Rome, Sicily 
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INDEX III 


GENERAL INDEX, INCLUDING TyPES? 


Solidi, miliaresia, and folles, which make up the bulk of the coinage of each reign, are 
not indexed separately, but page references to rarer denominations (tremisses. half folles, 


etc.) are given. 


Abbasids, dirhems of, influence on later 
miliaresion, 64, 510 

Abbreviations and abbreviation marks, 
189, 191; abbreviations of book titles, 
221-2, vii-viii 

Abgar (king of Edessa), 144 n., 531 

Abydos, battle of, 599, 600, 606, 607, 611 

‘Accessory symbols, 190; on coins of Rome, 
87-8; on coins of Basil II, 604-5; on 
Class A2 of the Anonymous Folles, 
644-7; for details, see Index V 

Acclamations on the coins, 177, 181 

‘Achmet, 15 n. 

“Adl, Arabic countermark, 97, 98, 693 

Adrian I (pope), 84, 86, 87, 90-1, 105, 291, 
297 n., 327 

Aghlabids, 26-7 

Agnellus, 93, 94 n. 

Agora, see Athens 

Ahrweiler-Glykatzi, H., on the tetarteron, 
30-1, 33, 38 

Aistulf (Lombard king), captures Raven- 
na, 92-3, 291, 298, coinage of, 73, 93, 
107, 297; threat of taxation by, 87 

Akakia (anexikakia), 133-4, 138-9; how 
held, 114; see also Mappa 

Akcakoca Hoard, 707, 731 

Alexander (Saint), 174, 523 

Alexander (Emperor), reign and coinage, 
523-5; on coins of Basil I, 473-506, 
passim; on coins of Leo VI, 508, 510-11, 
516-18, 522 
bust beside Basil and Leo, 496-500 
bust beside Leo VI, 501-2 


bust wearing elaborate chlamys and 
holding gl. cr., 524 
dates of birth and accession, 474, 475 
design of his chlamys, 117 
first to use autocrator title on coins, 179 
miliaresion type, 634 
miniature of, 474 
mosaic in Saint Sophia, 133, 755 
pattern solidus of, 98, 99 
seated figure beside Leo VI, holding 
labarum, 516-18 
standing figure, wearing loros, crowned 
by St. Alexander, 524-5 
Alexius I Comnenus, of, 642; coin types 
of, 722; coinage reform of, 17; counter- 
marked coin of, 97; early career of, 799, 
821, 833, 838; use of Manus Dei revived 
under, 175 
Alexius Musele (Caesar), 10, 407, 415, 
453 
Alfano (archbishop of Salerno), at Con- 
stantinople, 145 
Alloys, of Cherson coins, 91-2; see also Gold 
coinage and Silver coinage, debasement 
of 
Altered control marks, see Die alterations 
American Numismatic Society, see New 
York 
Amorium, Forty-Two Martyrs of, 454 
Anargyroi, Church of the, 159-60, 721 
Anastasia (dau. of Theophilus), 10, 12, 
407, 415, 428 
Anastasius I, founder of Byzantine mone- 
tary system, 15; treasure of, 42 n. 


\ This index includes the names of collections containing coins referred to in the text and foot- 
notes. References to material in the British Museum or the Hermitage, however, which occur on 
almost every page, are given only when the notes contain information not in either Wroth or Tolstoi, 
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Anastasius II, coins of Leo III overstruck 
on, 232; connections between Leo III's 
coins and those of, 235, 236 

Andronicus (brother and colleague of 
Michael VII), career of, 779, 799; on 
coins of Romanus LV, 111, 786-7, 789-91 

Anexikakia, see Akakia 

Anglo-Saxon coins, Byzantine influence 
on, 101 n. 

Anna (dau. of Leo IIT), 10, 283 

Anna (dau. of Theophilus), 10, 12, 407, 
415, 428 

Anna (dau. of Leo V1), 10 

Anna Comnena, account of empresses’ 
crowns, 130; on status of Nicephorus 
Melissenus, 838; use of term skepiron by, 
138 

Anonymous Folles, general features and 
catalogue, 68, 108, 634-706 
Arab countermarks on, 97-8, 679, 684, 

687, 702, 703 
hoard of contemporary counterfeits, 674 
imitations of, 100-2, 680-1 
introduced by John I, 591, 634-5 
metrology, 69, 71 
table of classes, 638; of symbols on 
Class A2, 645 
Class A1 600-1, 648-9 
A2 649-75; ornaments on, 645-8 
and Index V; overstrikings 
on, 676-9, 682-4, 774, 796, 
836, 838 n.; overstruck on 
Constantine VII and Nice- 
phorus II, 649; varieties of 
lettering, 648 n. 
B_ 676-9; imitations, 680-1; 
overstrikings on, 682-6, 774, 
775; overstruck on Class A2, 
676-9 
€ 681-4; overstrikings on, 685- 
7, 690, 696, 701, 775, 776, 
778, 796; overstruck on Class 
B, 682-4; type of (Christ 
Antiphonetes), 163-4 


D 685-7; overstrikings on, 776, 
771, 718 

Da 687 

E 688-9; overstrikings on, 688, 
690, 691-5, 775, 776 

Evar 689 

F 690-1; overstrikings on, 690, 
693, 694, 695, 706; over- 
struck on Class E, 690-1 

G 692-4; overstrikings on, 680, 
797; overstruck on Class E, 
688-9; on Class F, 693-4; on 
Constantine X, 693; recut as 
a coin of Theophano, 579 

H_ 694-5; overstrikings on, 680, 
696, 701;; overstruck on Class 
F, 694-5; on Constantine X, 
695 

I 696-9; overstruck on Class C, 
696; on Class G, 696; on 
Class H, 696; on Constan- 
tine X, 698; on Michael VII, 
697, 699; on Nicephorus 
Bryennius, 837 

J 700-2; overstrikings on, 703- 
4; overstruck on Class H, 
701; on Class I, 701; on 
Nicephorus IIT, 700; type of, 
132 

K 702-4; overstrikings on, 680, 
681; overstruck on Class E, 
703; on Class J, 702, 703 





L704 
M 705 
N 705-6 


Antioch, Crusader coins of, 101; coins 
found in excavations at, 640-1, 642; 
coin found at, 728 

Antiphonetes, as inscription, 183; see also 
Christ, standing (Type IVc), and Con- 
stantinople, Chaleoprateia (Church of 
the Virgin) 

Apodesmos, 21 

A pokombion, 21 
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Apostolo Zeno collection, sce Zeno, 
Apostolo 
Arabs, coinage in Sicily, 27 
conquests in Italy and Sicily, 24, 82-3 
countermarks on Byzantine coins, 97-8, 
641; see also Anonymous Folles, Arab 
countermarks on 
etymology of scyphatus, 6 
fineness of gold coins, 41 n., 42 n. 
influence on fabric and design of 
miliaresion, see Dithem; on com- 
memoration of ancestors on coins, 9, 
292 
maneus and mangitsh, 24-5 
silver famine in Arab world in eleventh 
century, 42, 67-8, 600, 611 
Archangel, see Michael (Saint) 
Archon tes Charages, 73 
Ariadne (wife of Anastasius I), marriage 
coin of, 111 n., 146; last empress before 
Irene to have had a gold coinage, 337 
Armenia, Byzantine influence on coinage 
of, 101-2 
Arolsen, Waldeck collection formerly at, 
422 
Arta, mosaic of Christ at, 149 
Artavasdus, reign and coinage, 283-9 
bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 286-7, 
288-9 
bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding patriarchal cross, 286, 287 
coin inscriptions, 230 
linked with Constantine V’s name on 
coin of Rome, 290 
officina letters on solidi, 78 
possible attributions, 233-4, 285, 305 n. 
Roman coinage of, 88 
semisses of, 22 
Ashmolean Museum, sce Oxford 
Asia Minor, overrun by Turks, 3, 641; 
coins found in, 396 n.; supposed mint in, 
478 
Assarion, 17 n. 








Association of emperors on coins, 9-10, 
108-14; unusual pattern under Basil I, 
477-8 

Athens, coins from Agora excavations, 
232, 254, 260, 636, 640, 642; see also 
Greece, coins in private collections 

Athos, monastic charters, 48; sce also 
Dionysiou, Esphigmenou, Iviron, Lavra, 
Pantaleimon’s (Saint) 

Attaleiates, Michael, Typicon of, 39 

“Attic Hoard,” see Liopesi Hoard 

AVS(5) on coins, 177, 182 

Augoustos, title on coins, 177, 483 

Augusta, rank of, 10-13; title on coins, 
181, 338-42, 350, 749; see also Em- 
presses, coins of 

Autocrator, rank of 179, 452; title on 
coins, 177, 179, 182, 362; title used in 
documents by Irene, 11; first used on 
coins by Alexander, 179, 523; use under 
Constantine VII, 530, 536; on coins of 
Michael VI, 754-5 

Aydin Hoard, 21 


B, on horizontal bar (B), 187 

b, deformation of letter on Anonymous 
Folles, 668 n., 676 n., 685 n. 

bA on coins, 178 

Bagrat IV (king of Georgia), 13, 102 

Bals (Rumania), hoard from, 72 n. 

Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University 
(Garrett collection), 285 n., 371, 838 n. 

Balvin, A., collection, 561, 771 n, 

Bamberg, Byzantine silk at, see Gunther 

Baptisms, dates of, 226 n. 

Barbarous coins, sce Imitations, barbarous 

Bardas (Caesar, uncle of Michael III), 
10, 452, 453; and icon of Virgin, 172, 
713 n. 

Bardas Phocas (father of Nicephorus II), 
10 

Bardas Phocas (pretender under Basil II), 
8, 599, 611 

Bardas Sclerus, 8 
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Bari, coin references in charters of, 18, 
47, 50-61 
Basil I, reign and coinage, 473-506; on 
coins of Michael III, 453, 456, 459, 
466-7, 468, 469-70 
accession, 452 
artistic activity of reign, 115 n., 147 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl.cr., 468 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent and akakia, 490-1, 501-2, 503 
(no akakia?) 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding globe 
surmounted by patriarchal cross and 
akakia, 466-7, 489-90 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
gl. cr., 503 
bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys and holding patriarchaleross, 
487-9; holding labarum, 493-4 
ceremonial coins of, 474 
emperor standing, wearing loros and 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 487 
empty treasury at accession, 22, 480 
estimate of mint output, 96 
forms of loros on coins, 121 
fractional gold of, 22 
half-figure, wearing loros, with Leo VI 
and Alexander, 496-500 
introduces type of seated Christ, 476 
metrology of folles, 69 
miniature of, 111, 135, 475 
minting in later years, 481 
Neapolitan coinage in his name, 105, 478 
perhaps represented in Narthex mosaic, 
156 n. 
seated figure, wearing loros, 500-1 
seated figure, with Constantine, 494-6 
Basil II, reign and coinage, 599-633; on 
coins of Nicephorus II, 582-3 
absence of characterized coin portrai- 
ture, 143 
bears icon into battle, 172 
birth and accession, 574 


border of his histamena, 6 

bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing elaborate chlamys and hold- 
ing patriarchal cross-crosslet, 625 

bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing elaborate robe and holding 
labarum, 623 

bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing modified loros and hol 
patriarchal cross-crosslet, 616-19, 
623; with suspended crown above 
head, 619-20; with patriarchal cross, 
620 n.; with plain cross, 621-2 

bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing normal loros and holding 
patriarchal cross, 613-16, 622-3, 
624-5; wearing modified loros, 613, 
623, 625-6 

bust (small) wearing modified loros, in 
1. field of miliaresion, 628-32 

coin in the Ordona Hoard, 27 

coins called helioselenata, 58 

coins in the Dinogetia Hoard, 33-4 

exceptional miliaresion type, 64 

fineness of miliaresion, 67 

miliaresia imitated in Denmark, 102; 
in Bohemia, 104 

miliaresion in Petes Hoard, 713 

miniature of, 125, 126, 138, 174, 601, 
606 n. 

omitted from most coins of Nicephorus 
I and all of John I, 9, 580, 589 

treasure accumulated by, 42, 733 

tufa of, 130 

uses porphyrogenitus title, 180 

way of holding patriarchal cross, 114 

weights of his tetartera, 32-4 

Basil (illegitimate son of Romanus 1), 
135 0, 

Basileus, significance of title and use on 
coins, 177-8; first used on coins under 
Leo III, 177; relation to title des potes, 179 

Basileus Basileuonton, apparently as im- 
perial title, 477 
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Basileus Romaion, significance of title, 4, 
64, 177-8, 364; first used on coins under 
Michael I, 178 

Basilics, 18, 67 

Basilissa, title on coins, 181, 347, 348-51, 
787, 792 n. 

Bawit, frescoes of Christ at, 149 n. 

Beard and mustache, significance of, 110; 
usefulness for dating, 228; in eleventh- 
century Constantinople, 145, 723 

Bellinger, A. R., on Chrysotriclinos mo- 
saic, 155; on classification of Anonymous 
Folles, 636-8; on Lagbe hoard, 23-4; 
on Narthex mosaic in Saint Sophia, 
508-9; on provincial mints, 76 

Bement, C. S., collection (now dispersed), 
752 n. 

Benedict IV (pope), coin of, 86 n. 

Benediction, gesture of, 150-1 

Benevento, coins of principality, 86, 105; 
coins struck in Basil I’s name at, 478; 
dukes or princes of, see Gregory, 
Grimoald II, Grimoald IV, Sico 

Berlin (Staatliche Museen), coins at, 97, 
99, 275 n., 276 n., 277, 320, 443 n., 479, 
502 n., 548 n., 705 n., 812 n., 836 n, 

Bezant (bizantius), use of term, 46 n. 

Biograd, coin references irom, 53, 58 

Blachernae, see Constantinople 

Blachernitissa, as inscription, 183, and 
Index IV s.v. H RAAXEPNIT(I]CA; see 
also Virgin orans 

Bonus, as coin epithet, 54 

Book of Ceremonies, 123, 125, 129, 138, 
140, 155, 173 

Book of the Prefect, 7, 18, 30, 33, 38, 
590 

Borders of Byzantine coins, 223-4 

Borrell, H. P., collection (now dispersed), 
820 

Bosporos (Crimea), countermarking at, 
92, 97 

Botaniates, see Nicephorus IIT 

Branch, see Palms 


Breckenridge, J. D., on representations of 
Christ, 164 

Bréhier, L., on imperial titles, 181 

Bietislav I (king of Bohemia), coins of, 
104 

Brindisi, 49 

Bringas, family name of Michael VI, 748, 
754 

British Museum, see London 

Bronze, sce Copper 

Brunetti, L., on Byzantine mint output, 
95, 96-7; on debasement, 39 n. 

Budapest (Museum), crown of Constan- 
tine IX at, 124, 129, 135, 145, 

Buffalo (N.Y), private collection in, 
253 n. 

Bulgaria, supposed minting in, 77 

Bullae, gold, 20, 124, 480 n., 728, 748 

Bust facing, normal imperial type, 107-8; 
wearing chlamys, 116-20; wearing loros, 
120-5; armored, 125-7, 229, 231; see 
also Portraiture, and under the names of 
individual emperors 

Buttrey, T. V., coins acquired by, 268 n. 


C (=), CE for nol, 181, 189 

C, for Staure, 183 

C, interpretation of ($ or K2) on eleventh- 
century coins, 184, 788 

Caesar, nature of title, 9; no coins of 
Caesars, 10 

Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum, coin at, 
388 

Cambridge (Mass.), Fogg Art Museum, 
seal of Romanus I at, 532 

Canne, coin references in documents from, 
50, 51, 53 

Cantacuzene collection, see “Foreign 
Prince” Sale 

Capua, princes of, 316 n.; coins struck in 
Basil I’s name at, 478 

Carat, 14; variant weights of, 54 n.; sce 
also Keration 

Carcassonne, 59 
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Carolingians, little influenced by By- 
zantine coinage, 100 

Casamassima, coin reference in document 
from, 50 

Case endings, 64, 181 

Cassiodorus, 17 n. 

Cast coins, 8, 91-2 

Catalogue, arrangement of, 223 

Cava, see La Cava 

Cedrenus, George, on tetarteron, 35-6; on 
Anonymous Folles, 634-5 

Cefali, mosaic of Christ at, 20, 58 n. 

Centenarion, 20, 58 n. 

Central Europe, Byzantine coin influence 
in, 103-5 

Ceremonial coins, 20, 98-9, 231, 479-80; 
miliaresia initially as, 63, 388 

Chalké, see Constantinople, Great Palace 

Charagmata (nomismata), 45 

Charlemagne, status at Rome, 90-1, 291; 
recognized as basileus, 4, 178, 364 

Cherson, autonomous coins of, 460, 469; 
cast coins at, 91-2; countermarked coin 
from, 478; monograms used at, 189, 191; 
occupied by Vladimir, 611 n.; see also 
Index II 

Chifati, unusual spelling of scyphati, 53 

Chlamys, evolution of, 117-20; some- 
times worn by empresses, 123, 530 n.; 
blundered design (confused with loros), 
297, 319 n., 320; anomalous design of, 
under Michael VII, 810 n 

Chop-marks on coins, 7 n, 

Christ, how represented on coins, 146- 
169; representations revived under 
Michael IIL, 146-8, 165, 454, 458; coins 
with image of Christ called soferichi, 
54.5; nimbus used for privy marks 
under Basil II, 602, 604-5; coins with 
seated Christ called senzata, 46 

Christ, bust of (Types V-IX), 1649; 
“Classical” type (Va), 164; “Syrian” 
type (Vb), 164; revived classical type, 
on coins of Michael III (Ve), 165, 463-4; 





with cross projecting beyond nimbus 
(Type Vd), 165, 548; with curly beard 
and cross behind head (Type Ve), 165, 
818-20; with long beard (Type Vi), 
165-6, 704, 705-6, 752-3, 777-8, 804-6; 
with long beard, book clasped to breast 
(Type V/VIII), 166, 724-6; with short 
beard, hand turned inwards (Type V1), 
166-7, 576-7; with cross behind head, 
right hand raised (Type VIIa), 167, 
524; with nimbus cross, right hand 
raised (Type VIIb), 167, 648-81, 688-9, 
742, 794, 817-18, 824, 827-8; with book 
clasped to breast (‘“Pantocrator” type, 
VIII), 167-9, 580-3, 576, 582-6, 592-6, 
613-26, 700-1, 708-10, 740-4, 756-7, 
763; with scroll (Type IX), 169, 692-4, 
833, 836-7 

Christ seated on lyre-backed throne, of 
crude design (Types Ia, Ic), 154-6, 157, 
476, 480, 487-9, 524-3, 546-7; of 
superior design (Types Ib, Id), 156-8, 
513-14, 547-9, 551-2, 738-46, 769- 
70 

Christ seated on square-backed throne 
(Type II), 158, 685-7, 705, 715-18, 
767-8, 783-5, 803, 825 

Christ seated on backless throne (Type III, 
Hyperagathos), 159-60, 690-1, 724, 
761-2, 816, 825-7 

Christ standing, full length (Types IVa, 
Chalkites? IVb), 160-2, 544-5, 750-2, 
774-6; three-quarter length (Type IVc, 
Antiphonetes), 162-4, 681-4, 729, 831-2 

Christogram (2), 190; in labarum, 134; 
on shield, 254 n, 

Christopher (Caesar, son of Constantine 
V), 10, 22, 290, 325 

Christopher (son and colleague of Ro- 
manus I), 511, 528, 534, 535, 536, 538, 
539, 554-5, 561, 570-1 

Christophilopoulos, A.P., on the tetar- 
teron, 30 

Chronographer of 354,21 
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Chrysotriclinos, see Constantinople, Great 
Palace 

Clapotos loros, 122 

Clipeata, 149 

Clipped miliaresia, 610, 628 n. 

Coin inscriptions, 173-83 

Coin passing by weight, 71-2 

Coin types, general features, 106-7; im- 
perial types, 107-45; religious types, 
146-76 

Coin weights (exagia), 30, 36 n., 57 

Coinage, general features, 4-13; Arab 
influence on, see Dirhem; gold, 15-16, 
19-45; silver, 62-8; copper, 68-72; 
local anomalies, 7 

Coins, unpredictable rarity of, 19 n.; as 
religions propaganda, 635; cut down as 
medallion, 660; cut to make half 
follis (?), 684 n. 

Collar-piece, 122-3 

Columnar inscriptions, 177 

Comnena, see Anna Comnena 

Comnenus, see Alexius I, Isaac 1 

CON, CONOB, disappearance of, 77 

Coneave coins, explanation of, 5-7; con- 
cavity of histamena of Constantine IX, 
734, 738-42 

Conrad II (German emperor), 104 

Conservatism over titles, 182 

Constans II, 112, 230 n., 235, 238 

Constantinata, 47 

Constantine (anti-pope), monogram 
wrongly attributed to, 297 n. 

Constantine the Great, 4 

Constantine IV, 84, 237 

Constantine V, reign and coinage, 290- 
324; on coins of Leo III, 226-89, 
passim; on a coin of Artavasdus, 290; 
on coins of Leo IV, 325-35; on coins 
of Constantine VI, 336-45; beardless- 
ness, 110 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, 278; 

holding cross potent and akakia, 
248-50, 266-7, 299-300, 305, 324; 


holding cross potent on globe and 
akakia, 247-8, 250, 265-6, 302; 
holding gl. cr., 324; holding gl. cr. 
and akakia, 242-6, 264-5, 271, 273-8, 
279, 281-2, 288, 305, 310, 315, 317, 
318-21, 323-4; holding gl. cr. and 
akakia, above M, 255-9, 268 

bust facing, wearing loros, 315-16, 322 

bust facing, with Leo III, wearing 
chlamys, holding akakia, 260-3; hold- 
ing gl. cr., 267-8; holding gl. cr. and 
akakia, 317-18; wearing loros, hold- 
ing cross potent, 259-60 

bust facing, with Leo IIT, wearing loros, 
holding cross potent, 259-60 

bust facing, with Leo III and Leo IV, 
wearing chlamys, above M, 344-5 

bust facing, with Leo IV, wearing 
chlamys, 300-1, 306-7, 308-10, 314- 
15, 316, 322; above CIK‘A (?), 314 

distributes gold coins to crowd, 46 

emperor seated, with Leo III and 
Leo IV, wearing chlamys, 340-1; 
with Leo IV, wearing chlamys and 
holding akakia, 307-8 

emperor standing, wearing chlamys, 
holding akakia, 269, 311 

emperor standing, with Leo IV, wearing 
chlamys, holding akakia, 312-14 

growing age shown on coins, 143 

Manus Dei on Roman coin of, 174 

metrology of folles, 70 

misattributed coin of, 93 n. 

officina letters on solidi, 78; on copper, 
80 

Roman coinage of, 88, 89 

semisses of, 22 

Sicilian coin wrongly ascribed to Basil I, 
478 

solidus overstruck by Theophilus, 427 

weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 

Constantine VI, reign and coinage, 336— 
41; on coins of Leo IV, 325-35 
betrothed to Hrotrndis, 90 n. 
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bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding gl. 
cr. and akakia, 341-2; over M, 345-6 

bust facing, with Irene, wearing chla- 
mys, 340-1; holding gl. cr., 344-5; 
with Leo IV, 328-9, 331-2 

emperor seated, with Leo IV, wearing 
chlamys, holding akakia, 329-30, 
333-5 

officina letters on solidi, 78, 79 

Thomas the Slavonian pretends to be 
him, 387 

Constantine VII, reign and coinage of, 

526-73; on coins of Leo VI, 508, 510, 

513-15 

artistic activity of his reign, 147, 155-6, 
529 

bust facing, costume obscure, 569-70 

bust facing, wearing elaborate chlamys, 
holding globus with patriarchal cross, 
550 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding akakia and gl. cr., 565-8; 
holding globus with patriarchal cross, 
551; holding globus with patriarchal 
cross and akakia, 550 

bust facing, wearing traditional loros, 
holding labarum and gl. er., 560-1 

bust facing, with Christopher, wearing 
chlamys, holding patriarchal cross, 
544; wearing loros, holding patri- 
archal cross, 545 

bust facing, with Romanus I, wearing 
chlamys, holding patriarchal cross, 
543; wearing traditional loros, holding 
patriarchal cross, 542-3 

bust facing, with Romanus II, wearing 
traditional loros, holding patriarchal 
cross, 551-3; wearing modified loros, 
holding patriarchal cross, 568-9 

bust facing, with Zoe, wearing chlamys, 
holding patriarchal cross on globe, 
541; holding patriarchal cross, 542; 
wearing loros, holding patriarchal 
cross, 559-60 


date of coronation, 507-8 

design of chlamys, 119 

emperor standing, with Leo VI, wearing 
loros, holding patriarchal cross and 
gl. cr., 513-14; with Romanus I, 
wearing chlamys, holding gl. cr. and 
patriarchal cross, 549 

fineness of miliaresion, 67 

follis overstruck by Class Al of Anony- 
mous Folles, 649 

half-figure, with Romanus I and Christo- 
pher, wearing elaborate chlamys, 
547-8 

metrology of follis, 69, 71 

Moscow ivory of, 120 n 

omitted from some coins of RomanusI, 9 

pattern coins of, 99 

portraiture, 143-4 

precedence on coins, 112 

uses porphyrogenitus title, 180 

Constantine VIII, reign and coinage, 

707-10; on coins of Basil IT, 599-633, 

passim; on pattern coin of Zoe, 9, 730 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 71 






holding globe with patriarchal cross, 
730; holding labarum scepter and 
akakia, 708-9 

bust facing, with Basil II, wearing 
chlamys, in field of miliaresion, 628- 
31, 632 

bust facing, with Basil II, wearing 
chlamys, holding cross, 621-2; hold- 
ing patriarchal cross, 613-16, 622~ 
624-6; holding patriarchal cross with 
pelletted ends, 620; holding patri- 
archal cross crosslet, 616-20, 623 

bust facing, with Basil IT, wearing 
elaborate costume, holding labarum, 
623; holding patriarchal cross, 626; 
holding patriarchal cross crosslet, 625 

coin portraiture, 145, 707 

coins wrongly attributed to Constan- 
tine IX, 734 
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costume on coins of his co-emperorship 
with Basil IT, 119, 120, 609, 626 

extravagance of, 43 

fineness of his gold coins, 40 

omitted from coins of Nicephorus II 
and John I, 9 

weights of his tetartera, 32 

Constantine IX Monomachus, reign and 

coinage, 733-47 

bust facing, wearing elaborate chlamys 
and holding gl. cr. and sword, 742; 
holding trefoil scepter and gl. cr., 
743-4; holding labarum and gl. cr., 
744-5 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding cross scepter and gl. er., 740-1 

bust facing, wearing traditional loros, 
holding cross scepter (with leaved 
base) and globe with patriarchal 
cross, 738; holding cross scepter 
(with leaved base) and globe with 
cross on crescent, 739; holding laba- 
rum and gl. cr., 739-40 

coins called stellati, 59 

coins called monomakhati, 53, 58, 59, 
60; see also skeptatron 

commonness of his tetartera, 28 

concavity of his coins, 5 

crown of, at Budapest, 124, 129, 135, 145 

design of chlamys, 119 

emperor standing, armored, holding 
cross and sword, 745-6 

extravagance of, 43 

fineness of his gold coins, 40 

gold bulla of, 103 n. 

miliaresia copied in Georgia, 102 

military costume of, 126 

miniature of, 145 

mosaic in Saint Sophia, 21, 124, 145 

weights of his tetartera, 32 

Constantine X Ducas, reign and coinage, 

764-78 

accession, 759, 764 

A in site finds, 641, 642 


B in Sparta Hoard, 639 n. 

Dust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding cross and akakia, 777-8; 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 770 

bust facing, with Eudocia, in field of 
miliaresion, 71 

coins called dowkati, 53, 59-60 

countermarked folles of, 97 

emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding gl. cr., being crowned 
by the Virgin, 769-70; holding laba~ 
rum and gl. er., 767-8; with Eudocia, 
holding labarum on steps, 774-7 

fineness of his gold coins, 40; of his 
silver, 67 

follis imitated by Nur ad-Din Mahmud, 
101 

follis overstruck by Class G of Anony- 
mous Folles, 693; by Class I, 698; 
by Romanus IV, 796; by Nicephorus 
Bryennius, 837, 838 n. 

follis overstruck on Class E of Anony- 
mous Folles, 688 n. 

frugality of, 44 

influence on Romanus IV's coinage, 786 

weights of his tetartera, 32 

Constantine (son and colleague of Leo V), 
coins with name or bust of, 371-86, 
passim. 

Constantine (son and colleague of Theo- 
philus), coins with name or bust of, 
407-12, 425-8, 430, 434, 442-3, 446-7 

Constantine Lecapenus (son and colleague 
of Romanus 1), 526, 528, 536, 556-7 

Constantine (son and colleague of Basil 1), 
473-506 passim; birth, parentage, and 
date of accession, 453, 474, 480; on 
coins after his death, 9 

Constantine (brother of Michael IV), 43 

Constantine Ducas (son and colleague of 
Michael VII), 799, 821 

Constantine Ducas, see also Constantius 

Constantini (or Constantiniati), 46-7, 50, 
51, 52 
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Constantinople, mint of, 77-81; mint- 
marks at, 77; officina letters and control 
marks at, 77-80; see also Index II, and 
Index IV s. v. CON, CONOB 

Constantinople (city), captured by Con- 
stantine V, 283, 291; icons of the post- 
Iconoclastic period in, 196-8 
Anargyroi (Church of the), 159-60, 721 
Blachernae (Church of the Virgin), 

founded by Pulcheria, 173; icons of 

the Virgin at, 170; discovery of pre- 

Iconoclast icon by Romanus IIT, 

169, 174, 711; see also Virgin orans 

Blachernae (Palace), 170 
Chaleoprateia (Church of the Virgin), 

icon of Christ Antiphonetes, 162-4, 

509, 727, 823; see also Christ standing 

(Type IVc) 

Fetiye Camii (St. Mary Pammakaristos), 

mosaic in, 159 

Forum, cross in the, 176 
Great Palace 

Chalké, icon of standing Christ, 147, 
160-3, 454; see also Christ, standing 
(Type IVa) 

Chrysotriclinos, mosaic of seated 
Christ, 147, 154-5, 164, 533; see 
also Christ, seated on lyre-backed 
throne (Type Ia) 

church with icon of the Virgin, 172 n. 

gold ornaments melted down, 19, 
47 n., 480 

icon of the Virgin Nikopoios, 171; see 
also Virgin, bust, holding medallion 
of Christ, 

imperial bedroom, decorations of, 477 

Pharos (Church), 147, 150 

Tribunal of the Nineteen Couches, 

233 

Kariye Cami (Our Lady in the Chora), 

Deesis mosaic, 161, 166 n. 

Kauleas (monastery), 147, 150 
Saint Irene (Church), design of cross in, 
155 


Saint Luke (Church), icon of the Virgin 
Hodegetria, 172; see Virgin, standing 
Saint Mary Peribleptos (Church), pa- 
tronized by Romanus III, 711 
Saint Sophia (Church) 
liturgical vessels, 147 
mosaic of Alexander, 133, 755 
mosaic of Christ in South Gallery, 
150, 159 
mosaic of Christ in south-west room, 
157 
mosaic of Constantine IX and Zoe, 
21, 124, 145, 
mosaic of the Virgin, 197 
narthex mosaic, 156-7, 508-9 
Synaxarion, 474, 475 v. 
Stylianos Zaoutzes (Church of), 147, 
150 
Constantius (brother and colleague of 
Michael VII), career, 764, 779, 798-9; 
on coins of Eudocia and Romanus IV, 
111, 783-4, 786-7, 788-91 
Consul Weber Sale, 329 n., 450 n. 
Consular costume and insignia, 120, 13: 
see also Akakia, Imperial costume, 
Mappa, Scipio 
Consular rank held by moneyer, 73 
Contractions in coin inscriptions, how 
shown, 189 
Control marks altered, see Die alterations 
Conversano, coin references in documents 
from, 47, 50-1 
Copenhagen (National Museum), coins at, 
502 n. 
Copper, in base gold coins, 41 
Copper coinage, history of, 16-17, 68-72; 
gold coins struck in, 341 n.; gap in 
striking under Michael III, 455-6; me- 
trology of, 69-71, 232-3, 236, 389 
Corinth, supposed mint at, 76, 478; 
excavations at, 438 n., 636, 640, 642 
Cosmas and Damian (saints), see Anar- 
gyroi 
Cosmas Indicopleustes, 14 
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Costume, of emperors and empresses, see 
Imperial costume; of Christ, 148; of 
the Virgin, 170 

Counterfeits, contemporary, 99-100, 492, 
546 n., 548, 553 n., 620, 674, 680-1, 
708 n., 715 n., 739 n., 746 n., 767 n., 784, 
804, 809 n.; sce also Forgeries, Imita- 
tions 

Countermarking, Arab, see Arabs, counter- 
marks on Byzantine coins; Georgian, 
98; of Basil I (?), 478 n, 

Crescent, as symbol of Ottomans, 176 n.; 
beneath globule, as ornament on cross, 
175; beneath cross, 132, 176, 637, 701-2, 
705 

Crescents in upper quarters of cross, 696 n. 

Crete, expenses of expedition against, 19, 
20, 67 n. 

Crimea, countermarked coin from, 478 n. 

Cross, use on coins, 175-6; reverence of 
Iconoclasts for, 175; as main type, see 
below; as minor element in type, passim; 
behind head of Christ, 463-4, 548, 
700-1, 796-7, 818-20; preceding in- 
scription, 363; see also Cross scepter 

Cross on base and steps, 505 

Cross crosslet on base and steps, 505-6, 
521-2, 571-3; variously decorated, 175, 
555-6, 557-8, 603-9, 627-32, 771, 810- 
11, 829; with medallion of emperor at 
intersection, 585-6, 596-8 

Cross on leaved base, 141, 176, 637, 696-9 

Cross with crescent beneath, 132, 176, 
637, 700-1, 705 

Cross with IC XC NI KA at ends of arms, 
176, 704 

Cross with C RP A in quarters, 176, 
796-7 

Cross on base and steps, with IS XS || 
DAS ILE || DAS ILE in quarters, 175-6, 
676-81 

Cross with star and circle in center, 
C ON Ain quarters, 176, 831-2 

Cross, jeweled, on crescent, 176, 705 


Cross, jeweled, with (C XC NI KA in 
quarters, 175, 681-4 

Cross, patriarchal, 139, 522 

Cross, patriarchal, with IC XC NI KA 
in quarters, 175, 705-6 

Cross, patriarchal, on base, with C BN B 
in quarters, 176, 836-7 

Cross, patriarchal, above steps, 424-5, 
429, 449-50 

Cross, patriarchal, on leaved base, 176, 
694-6 

Cross potent on base, 175, 248, 270, 279, 
317, 318, 322-4 

Cross potent on base and steps, 175; on 
gold coins, 241-2, 264, 269, 270, 271-2, 
280, 281, 286, 317, 318, 324, 355, 357; 
on miliaresia, 62-3, 175, 231-2, 251-3, 
288, 302-3, 330-1, 342-4, 366-7, 376-7, 
395-6, 430-3, 465-6, 491-2, 5145, 
554-5; with medallion of Christ, 175, 
525; with imperial medallion, 175, 
556-7 

Cross potent on globe, 246; on globe and 
base, 287; on globe and steps, 253 

Cross scepter, 139-40 

Crown, forms of, 127-30; suspended over 
emperor’s head, 174-5, 601, 607, 619— 
22; with cross, passim; with trefoil, 
319, 320, 321 

Crusade, First, unconnected with Anony- 
mous Folles, 635 n. 

Cushions, beneath feet, 115-16 

Cutting of coins, 72 





Daphni, icon of Christ at, 149-50 

Daric, term used for nomisma, 45 

Decanummiura, 107, 254, 259 

Denmark, coin types of, copied from 
Byzantium, 102-3 

Despoina, title on coins, 11, 181, 457, 749 

Despotes, significance of title and use on 
coins, 178-9; first used by Leo III, 
475; monogram, 91, 539, 588; despotou 
monogram, 91, 598, 601, 632-3 
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Diacharagmata, 45, 50, 51, 52 

Diadem, see Crown 

Die alterations, mainly control marks 
changed, 80, 376, 395 n., 614 n. 

Die sinkers, variations in design at start 
of issue, 20, 711; errors or careless work 
noted, 63, 140, 250 n., 309 n., 439 n., 
449 n., 461 n., 491 n., 495 n., 497-8, 
660 n., 782, 801, 808 n.; inferior work 
on Basil I's fractional 4’, 479-80; see 
also Chlamys, blundered design, and 
Lettering 

Dies, technique of cutting, 184-5, 603 

Dikigoropoulos, A. I., on designs as show- 
ing ages of rulers, 229-30, 306 n.; on the 
chronology of Theophilus’ coins, 408 

Dinars, 20, 37-8 

Dinogetia (Garvin) Hoards, 33-4, 641, 787, 
800 

Diocletian, Edict of, 45 n. 

Diogenes, see Romanus 1V Diogenes 

Dionysiou, coin terms in monastic records 
of, 49 

Dirhem, influences design and fabric of 
miliaresion, 5, 62, 64, 106, 225, 227, 
232, 510; miliaresia overstruck on, 
303 n., 330 n., 331; religious features of, 
180 

Divitision, 119-20 

Dobrudja, hoards from, see Dinogetia 

Docibilis II (duke of Gaeta), 45 n. 

Dilger, F., on the tetarteron, 30 

Dotvachi, error for (H)olotrachi (q.v.), 54 

Double striking, 334 n. 

Doukati (coin name), 53, 59-60 

Doulos Christou on coins, 179 

Drakhani (coin name), 63-4 

Ducales, of Norman Sicily, 58-60 

Ducas, John (brother of Constantine X), 
10, 764, 780 

Ducas, see also Andronicus, Constan- 
tine X, Constantine (son of Michael VII), 
Constantius, Michael VII 

Ducat, Venetian, 60 


Dukadmikhaylati (coin name), 63 

Dukati, see Doukati 

Dumbarton Oaks, ivory of St. Constan- 
tine at, 144 n., 531 

Duo tetarton, 30, 35, 590 

Dworschak, F., on the tetarteron, 29-30 

Dynastic continuity, 3 

Dythitia (coin epithet), 50, 54 


Ebersolt, J., on maniakion, 122-3; on 
thorakion, 125 

Edessa, Crusader coins of, 101; Anony- 
mous Folles wrongly attributed to 
Crusaders, 635 n.; see also Abgar 

Edictum Rothari, 26 

Ebrenkreutz, A. S., on the tetarteron, 36-7 

Ek Theou, as used on coins, 179-80 

EX’us'tavi (coins of Romanus IV), 62, 786 

Electrum, 272 n. 

Emmanuel, with bust of Christ, 182 

Emperor crowned by Christ, 160-2, 564-5; 
by Virgin, 170, 174, 589, 592-6 715-18, 
756-7, 769-70 

Emperor seated, 108, 307-8, 329-30, 
333-5, 340-1, 494-6, 500-1, 516-18 

Emperor (or empress) standing, 107-8, 
267, 269, 311, 487, 513-14, 524-5, 
544-5, 547-8, 549, 715-18, 719, 726, 
745-6, 750-2, 756-7, 761-3, 767-70, 
774-6, 783-4, 789-91, 811-13, 825-8, 
830-1 

Emperors, precedence on coins, 108-14, 
181 

Empresses, coins of, 10-13, 337; crowns 
of, 457; costume of, 123-5, 729 n., 
730 n., 731 

En Christo, as used on coins, 179-80 

En touto nika, formula on coins, 183 

English coins, limited Byzantine influence 
on, 101 n. 

Epigraphy, 183-9; see also Lettering 

Epiphanius, 19 n. 

Episkepsis, see Virgin orans 

Errors on coins, see Die-sinkers 
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Esphigmenou, coin terms in documents 
from, 49, 52 
Eudocia (wife of Constantine V), crowned, 
290, 295 
Endocia (wife of Michael III), 453 
Eudocia Ingerina (mistress of Michael ILI 
and wife of Basil I), 453, 474-7, 478, 
481-2; on coins, 489-90; miniature 
of, 141, 474, 786; date of death, 
476; possible commemorative minting, 
481 
Eudocia Macrembolitissa (niece of Michael 
Cerularius, wife of Constantine X and 
Romanus IV), reign and coinage, 779- 
84; on coins of Constantine X, 766, 
71, TI4-8 
bust facing, wearing modified lorosand 
holding scepter and gl. cr., 792 
bust facing, with that of Constantine X, 
wearing normal loros, in field of 
miliaresion, 771 
coins called Triake'pali, 62 
created Augusta, 764 
half-figure, with Michael VII, holding 
long cross, 784; similar, with Ro- 
manus IV, 791-2 
miniatures of, 111, 124 
precedence on her coins, 109, 111, 112 
right of coinage, 12, 13 
standing figure, between Michael VII 
and Constantius, wearing modified 
loros, holding scepter, 783-4 
standing figure, with Christ and Ro- 
manus IV, wearing modified loros 
and holding gl. cr., 789-91 
standing figure, with Constantine X, 
holding labarum on steps, 74-6 
Euphemia (wife of Justin I), supposed 
coin of, 11 
Euphemius (rebel in Sicily), 391 
Euraites (coin epithet), 45 
Euusebes, imperial epithet on coins, 64, 
180, 510 
Eusebius, 134 


Eutychius (exarch), 239 
Exagia, see Coin weights 


Fabric, thin, § 

Fagerlie, J., on Thessalonican histamenon 
of Michael IV, 721-2 

Falier, Ordelafio (doge), miniature of, 141 

Family coinages, 111 

Family names on coins, 180; family 
relationships under the Isaurians de- 
scribed, 180 

Faria, coin references in documents from, 
90 

Fatimids, 27, 37; high quality of their gold, 
42 

Fellati, error for stellati (q.v.), 54 

Fibula, design of, 117-19, 319 

Fineness, sce Gold coinage, debasement of 

Fingers, anomalies in design of, 114, 139, 
373 

Finlay, G., 18 

Flans, rectangular, 278 n. 

Floral ornaments at base of cross, 175, 
611, 632; sce also Cross on leaved base 
and Cross, patriarchal, on leaved base 

Fogg Art Museum, see Cambridge (Mass.), 
Fogg Art Museum 

Follis, monetary unit, 14; history of, 
68-72; immobilized dates on, 232; see 
also Half follis, Decanummium, Pen- 
tanummium, and Index V (a) 

Footstool, see Souppedion 

Forefinger, pointing, see Fingers, anomalies 
in design of 

“Foreign Prince” Sale, 353, 357 n., 428 n., 
781 n., 784 

“Foreign Ambassador” Sale, 596 n., 770 n, 

Forgeries, modern, 487 n., 715 n., 719 n., 
731 n., 767 n.; contemporary, 99-100, 
492, 620 

Foterikus, error for Soterikus (q.v.) 

Fiirstenberg Sales, 245, 271 n., 276, 277, 
287 n., 350 n., 480, 502 n., 514 n., 709 n., 
710 n., 718 n., 770 n. 
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Gaeta, 27 n., 28, 52, 85; John of, 39; 
duke of, see Docibilis 11 

Gariazzo, P., collection (at Turin), 428 n. 

Garvan, see Dinogetia 

Garrett, J. W., Collection, see Baltimore, 
Johns Hopkins University (Garrett 
Collection) 

George Cedrenus, see Cedrenus, George 

Georgia, coinage of, inspired by By- 
zantium, 102; king of, see Bagrat IV; 
see also Maria of Alania 

Georgian countermarks on Byzantine 
coins, 98 

Georgian coin terms, 48, 56 n., 59, 61-2 

Germans, weight standard of, 24 

Germany, Byzantine coin influence in, 
108-4 

Gestures, imperial, of reverence, 110, 114; 
pointing forefinger, 114-15; of uncertain 
meaning, 484 

Glabas, Michael, 159 

Glass weights, 71 

Globular solidi, 417 

Globules, on miliaresia, 64 

Globus cruciger, 131-3, and in text, 
passim; easily confused with cross 
potent on globe, 390; with crescent 
beneath cross, 132 

Globus, with cross potent, see Cross 
potent on globe; with trefoil ornament, 
see Trefoil 

Gold bullae, see Bullae, gold 

Gold coinage, 19-45; debasement of, in 
eleventh century, 23, 25, 39-41, 721, 
725, 726, 733-4; begins under Michael 
IV, 723; low point under Michael VII 
and Nicephorns IIT, 799-800, 822, 824; 
irregularity of issue, 509; symbols on A” 
of Rome, 88; see also Histamenon, 
Solidus, Semissis, Tremissis, Tetarteron 

Gold multiples, not used, 20 

Golenko, K. V.,on imitation miliaresia, 102 

Goodacre, H., collection, 236, 237, 248 n., 
302 n. 


Goslar, coins of, with Byzantine proto- 
types, 103 

Gospel Book held by Christ, features of, 
148-9; see also Index V 

Grantley, Lord, collection (dispersed), 
278 n. 

Greece, coins in private collections, 607 n., 
610, 616, 627, 771 n., 818 n.; supposed 
mints in, 76, 478 

Greek Anthology, 154-5 

Greek inscriptions replace Latin, 107 

Greek lettering on coins of Nicephorus II, 
581; replaces Latin on eleventh-cen- 
tury coins, 765 

Gregory Nazianzus (Saint), miniatures in 
Paris MS., 115, 155 n.; see also Alex- 
ander, Basil I, Eudocia Ingerina, Leo VI 

Gregory II (pope), 238, 239 

Gregory IIT (pope), monogram of, 89, 
238, 278 

Gregory (duke of Benevento), coin mis- 
attributed to, 258, 278 n. 

Gregory (exarch of Africa), coin mis 
attributed to, 238 

Grimoald III (prince of Benevento), 90, 
238 

Grimoald LV (prince of Benevento), 86, 354 

Guglionesi, coin reference in document 
from, 52 

Guiscard, Robert, 3, 112, 786, 799 n 

Gunther (bishop of Bamberg), Byzantine 
silk from tomb of, 130, 135, 138 





Hadrian I, see Adrian I 

Hagiosoritissa, icon of Virgin not yet 
represented on coins, 170 

Hair, treatment of, 143 

Half follis, 72; follis die used for, 511; 
of Leo III, 232-4, 237, 254, 257-8, 
260, 263; of Constantine V, 295, 304-8, 
314; of Leo IV, 332; of Leo V, 374, 386; 
of Theophilus, 415, 438-40, 441 n., 
447 n.; of Michael III, 460, 469; of 
Leo VI, 518; of Michael VII, 802, 820 
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Half miliaresion, 63 n., 231, 253 

Hands, placing of emperors’, 108-9 

Hanover (Kestner Museum), 275 n., 323 

Harold Hardrada, 103, 722 

Helena (Saint), how represented in a 
Paris miniature, 155 

Helioselenaton (coin name), 51, 57-8, 608 

Hendy, M.F., on sealed purses, 21; on 
the tetarteron, 38; on mint organiza- 
tion, 73-4; on mints of eleventh-century 
HB, 641-3, 766, 802, 833-4; on Thes- 
salonican histamenon of Michael IV, 
721-2 

Henry III (German emperor), coins of, 
104 

Heraclius, imperial precedence on coins of, 
112; use of basileus title by, 177 

Hexagram, 14, 22 

Hilarius, 39 

Himation, 148 

Histamenon, meaning of, 7, 28-9; evolu- 
tion under Basil II, 559-608 

Hodegetria, see Virgin standing, holding 
Infant Jesus 

Hollschek, K., collection (now dispersed), 
231 n., 647, 757 n., 765 n., 771 n. 

Holokottinos, 45 

Holotrachy, 50, 51, 55 

Horsky, J., collection (now dispersed), 
376 n., 757 n. 

Hosios Lucas, mosaic of Christ at, 166 

Hypateia, 22, 226 n. 

Hyperagathos, sce Christ seated on backless 
throne (Type III) 

Hyperagia, title applied to Virgin, 183 

Hyperpyron, meaning of term, 7, 50, 53, 
56-7; why concave, 6 


Teonoclasm, 3-4, 225, 239, 337; end of, 
424-5; and coin types, 146 

Ignatius (Patriarch), seal of, 161 n. 

Thsus Xristus Nica, use and significance 
of, 183 

Illyria, shipwreck on coast of, 58 n. 


Imitations, barbarous, of Byzantine coins, 
99-101; of Sicilian 4’, 417; of miliaresia 
of Basil II, 612, 628; see also Counter- 
feits (contemporary), and Forgeries, 
modern 
Immobilization of dates, 190, 232 
Imperator, title on coins, 177, 454, 
456 
Imperial costume, 112-13, 116-26; ges 
tures, 114-15; insignia, 127-45; mono- 
grams as coin types 189-91; names and 
epithets, 178-80; types, general fea- 
tures of, 107-45; titles on coins, 64, 
178-20; precedence, how indicated, 
108-14, 181; sce also Emperor seated, 
Emperor standing 
Indictions, dating by, 106 
Inscriptions on Byzantine coins, forms of, 
175-89; imperial, 177-82; religious, 
182-3; running from obverse to reverse 
of coins, 736; Greek preferred to Latin 
in Sicily, 184, 236; see also Index IV 
Insignia, how held by emperors, 113; see 
also Imperial insignia. 
Trene, reign and coinage, 347-51; on coins 
of Constantine VI, 336-46 
bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding akakia, 350; wearing loros 
and holding gl. cr., 351; wearing loros, 
and holding gl. cr. and cross, 341-2, 
345-6, 349-50 

bust facing, with Constantine VI, 
wearing loros and holding gl. cr. and 
cross, 340-1, 344-5; similar, without 
gl. cr., 341, 345, 

control marks on solidi, 79 

name mispelled on some coins, 253 n. 

replaces Chalkites icon, 161 

right of coinage, 11-12 

wears chlamys on Sicilian coins, 123, 

weight standard of folles, 70 

Irene the Khazar (wife of Constantine V), 
290 

Isaac I, reign and coinage, 759-63 
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emp. standing, with shouldered sword, 
762; with labarum and sheathed 
sword, 761; with gl. cr. and sheathed 
sword, 763 
fineness of his gold, 40 
military costume, 126 
revives concave coins, 6 
revolt against Michael VI, 754 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
Isaurians, and Iconoclasm, 3-4; coin 
types of, largely secular, 106; practice 
of associating ancestors on coins, 9 
Istanbul, coins at Archaeological Museum, 
99, 727-8, 729; hoard acquired in, 
284 n.; sce also Constantinople 
Italian currency, features of, 82 
Italy, mints in, 24, 74, 77 n., 82-3; see 
also Index II, s.v. Naples, Ravenna, 
Rome, Syracuse 
Iviron, monetary references in documents 
from, 39, 48 n., 49, 53 


Jaeger, I., collection, 251 n. 
Jaromir (king of Bohemia), coins of 
Byzantine type, 104 
John I Zimisces, reign and coinage, 
589-98 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
being crowned by Virgin, holding 
globus with trefoil, 592; holding 
globus with long cross, 593, 594; 
holding long cross, 593, 595; holding 
patriarchal cross, 593-4, 595-6 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, in 
medallion of cross, 596-8 
hoard of counterfeit folles, see Anony- 
mous Folles, Class A 
inaugurates Anonymous Folles, 634-5 
linkages with Basil II’s coins, 602 
Manus Dei on coins, 174 
payment of folles by, 72 
weights of his tetartera, 32-4 
John III Vatatzes, coins and seals rep- 
resenting Christ Chalkites, 161 


John VIII (pope), letter to Basil I, 474, 476 

John the Orphanotrophos (brother of 
Michael IV), 43, 145, 720, 727 

John Ducas, see Ducas, John 

John Lydus, 14 

John Scylitzes, see Scylitzes, John 

‘John Tzetzes, see Tzetzes, John 

John Zonaras, see Zonaras, John 

Johns Hopkins University (Garrett Collec 
tion), sce Baltimore 

Jonas, E. L., collection (dispersed), 631 n. 

Julian, 123 

Justinian I, equestrian statue of, 130 

Justinian II, coin of, attributed in BNC 
to Constantine V, 322 n.; coin of 
Leo III wrongly attributed to, 260 n.; 
concave “coins” of, 5 n.; D for © on 
solidi of, 229; how shown with Tiberius, 
113; provides date formula immobilized 
on Leo III's 48, 232; representations of 
Christ on coins of, 146, 164-5; weight 
reduction of Sicilian solidus starts in 
his reign, 25 





KAI for “and,” how rendered, 180, 187, 
189, 581, 583 

Kainourgia (nomismata), 45, 51 

Kentenarion, see Centenarion 

Keration, unit of account, 14-15; see also 
Carat 

Khakhuli, icon from, 124, 141 

Khrovoul (ie., “obol,” follis), 72 n. 

Kiev, coins of, 102; mosaics in Saint 
Sophia, 165 

Kinati, 46 n 

Kiurike I (prince of Tashir-Lori), his coins 
of Byzantine type, 102 

Kleterologion, see Philotheus 

Krum (Bulgarian khan), 352 

Kunz, Carlo, coins sold by, 704 n., 705 n., 
706 n. 

Kushans, concave coins of, 5 n. 

Kyriotissa, see Virgin, bust holding me- 
dallion of Christ 


a 





Labarum, 134-8, 608; in field of Sicilian 
solidus, 310 
La Cava, documents from, 49 
Lagbe Hoard, 21, 23, 300, 376 n., 410, 
424 n. 
Lap, emperors’ hands on, 114, 484 
Laresio, coin reference in document from, 
52 
Largesses (/iypateia), 22, 226 n. 
Latin Emperors, Anonymous Folles 
wrongly ascribed to, 635 
Latin language as “barbarous and Scythi- 
an,” 456 n. 
Latin inscriptions on coins, 4, 177 
Lavra, monetary terms in documents 
from, 49, 50, 53 
Lazarus (Saint), 22, 38 
Leather coins, 291 
Lecapenus, see Christopher, Constantine, 
Romanus I, Stephen 
Legends, see Coin Inscriptions 
Leningrad (Hermitage), coins at, 99, 
350 n., 556, 723 n.; seal at, 161 
Leo IIL, reign and coinage, 225-82; on 
coins of Constantine V, 290-324, 
passim; on coins of Leo IV, 325-35, 
passim; on coins of Constantine VI, 
336-41, 344-5 
armored bust facing with spear and 
shield, 251, 253-4 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent to r. across body, 280-1; 
holding cross potent and akakia, 
299-300, 310; holding cross potent on 
globe and akakia, 302; holding gl. cr. 
and akakia, 241-251, 255-9, 264-7, 
268, 270-8, 279, 280, 281 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 300-1, 308-10, 314-15; hold- 
ing cross potent on globe, 302; 
holding gl. cr., 269-70; similar, but 
bust above M, holding cross potent, 
306-7; bust above A, 314 
bust facing, with Constantine V, wearing 
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chlamys, 322; holding akakia, 260-3; 
holding cross potent, 259-60; holding 
gl. er., 267-8 

bust facing, with Constantine V, wearing 
loros, 328-30; above M, 331-4; hold- 
ing gl. cr., 269-70 

bust facing, with Constantine V and 
Leo IV, above M, wearing chlamys, 
344-5 

coins wrongly attributed to Leo V, 372 

distinctive features of miliaresion, 63 

emperor seated, with Constantine V and 
Leo IV, wearing chlamys, 340-1 

emperor standing, holding akakia, 269; 
holding spear and gl. cr., 267 

first use of titles basileus and despoles 
on coins of, 178, 179 

half-length figure holding cross potent, 
312-44 

metrology of folles, 70 

military costume on early coins, 125 

officina letters on solidi, 78; on copper, 
80 

Roman coinage of, 88, 89 

weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 

Leo IV, reign and coinage, 325-35; on 

coins of Constantine V, 290-324, passim; 

on coins of Constantine VI, 336-41, 

3445 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent, 310; holding cross 
potent on globe, 310; holding gl. cr. 
and akakia, 318-21, 324, 335 

bust facing, wearing loros, 315-16; 
holding cross potent on base, 314-15, 

‘bust facing, with Constantine V, wearing 
chlamys, 300-1, 302, 306-7, 308-10, 
314-15, 316, 317-18, 322; above 
CIK‘A (2), 314 

bust facing, with Constantine VI, 
wearing chlamys, 328-9, 331-2 

bust facing, with Leo III and Con- 
stantine V, wearing chlamys, 344-5 

coins wrongly ascribed to, 354, 370 
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distinctive features of miliaresia, 63 

emperor seated, with Constantine V, 
wearing chlamys, 307-8; with Con- 
stantine VI, 329-30, 333-5 

emperor seated, with Leo III and Con- 
stantine V, wearing chlamys, 340-1 

estimate of mint output, 95 

half-length figure, wearing chlamys, 
holding akakia, 311; with Constan- 
tine V, 312-15 

officina letters on solidi, 78 

Roman coinage of, 88, 89 

weight standard of follis, 70 

Leo V, reign and coinage, 371-86 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl. cr, 382-3; holding gl. cr, and 
akakia, 381, 383; holding cross potent 
and akakia, 375-6, 377-8 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 380-1, 381-2, 383-5; holding 
gl. cr. and akakia, 375 

bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys, 378-80, 385-6 

coins wrongly attributed to Leo III, 372 

coins wrongly attributed to Leo V, 327, 
353, 354 

control marks on solidi, 79, 80 

estimate of mint output, 95 

removes Chalkites icon, 161 

weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 

Leo VI, reign and coinage, 507-22; on 

coins of Basil I, 475-506, passim 

artistic activity of reign, 147 

birth, parentage, and date of accession, 
453, 473-5, 507 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
akakia, 818-21 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
globe with patriarchal cross, 512 

bust facing, with Alexander, wearing 
chlamys, 490-1, 501-2 

bust facing, with Basil I and Alexander, 
wearing chlamys, 496-500 

chlamys design under, 117 





coin legislation, 37 
emperor seated, wearing loros, holding 
labarum (and akakia?), 515-16 
emperor seated, with Alexander, wearing 
loros, holding labarum, 516-18 
emperor standing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing loros, holding gl. cr. and 
patriarchal cross, 513-14 
first uses epithet eusebes, 180 
follis with Arab countermark, 97 
globules on miliaresion, 64 
imprisonment in the 880's, 476 
interruption in the minting of solidi, 19, 
509 
marriage to Theophano, 476, 507 
metrology of follis, 69, 71 
miniature of, 474 
portraiture, 143-4 
revives “real” crown on coins, 127 
supposedly represented in Narthex mo- 
saic, 156 
Leo Tornikes (pretender), 8, 736 
Leoni, error in document for Boni, 54 
Leontati, 50 
Leontius, 226, 227, 254 n. 
Lepton, unit of account and calculation, 17 
Lettering, 184-9; technique of, 184, 153 n.; 
replacement of Latin by Greek, 184; 
small size of, 177; contraction in size and 
quality in tenth and eleventh centuries, 
185, 509 n,, 530-1, 581, 592 n., 724, 
740 n., 744 n., 753, 756 n., 767 n., 769 n. 
Levis, H.C., collection (dispersed), 338 
Ligatured letters, 189 
Light weight solidus, see Tetarteron 
Litllah (Arab countermark), 97, 98, 679, 
684, 687, 820 
Limburg, reliquary at, 135, 141 
Liopesi (Attica) Hoard, 241 n.,243, 244, 246 
Litrai, see Pounds 
Liutprand (Lombard king), 92 
Lockett, R.C., collection (dispersed), 
271 n., 342 n., 355 n. 
Lombard imitations, 105 
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London (British Museum), coins at, 577 n., 
784; (Victoria and Albert Museum), 
ivory of Christ at, 169 

Longuet, H., collection (now dispersed), 
93 n., 815 

Lopez, R.S., on the tetarteron, 29-30 

Loros, 120-5; loses its consular character, 
116-17; not superior to chlamys, 112- 
13; panel on, 122, 781, 786; change in 
design under Basil I, 489 n.; forms 
under Basil II, 601, 602; sometimes 
reversed from 1. to r., 413, 439-40 
(Theophilus), 484 (Basil I); varieties, 
624 n., 625 n. 

Lucera, coin references in documents 
from, 50-2 

Lund, Byzantine types struck at, 102, 713 

Lydus, see John Lydus 


Macedonians, coin types mainly religious, 
106 

Maltreatment of coin, 7 n. 

Mancus, meaning of term, 24-5; use of, 
27, 46, 59 

Mandylion, 531 

Maniakion, 122-3 

Mangitsh, 24 

Manus Dei, on coins, 88, 174-5, 601 n., 
724-6 

Manzikert, 3, 7, 41, 44, 780, 782, 785, 799 

Maphorion of the Virgin, 170 

Mappa, 133; see also Akakia 

Mareian, marriage coin of, 111 n., 146 

Maria (wife of Leo IIT), 226 

Maria (dau. of Theophilus), 407, 415 

Maria (first wie of Basil I), 453, 474 

Maria of Alania (wife of Michael VII and 
Nicephorus III), career of, 799, 821; on 
coinage of Michael VII, 12-13, 810-11, 
815, of Nicephorus IIT, 822; enamels 
of, 124, 141 

Marks of value, as coin types, 68, 106-7; 
see also Index V 

Marriage coins, 11, 111, 146, 786-7 


Marseilles, collection, 429 
Martina (wife of Heraclius), precedents 
provided by her coinage, 337, 474 
Master of the Mint, 73 
Megas basileus, significance of title, 180, 
509; used by Michael IIT, 454, 455, 466 
Melatus (coin name), 61 
Melissenus, see Nicephorus Melissenus 
Melo, 60 
Metcalf, D, M., on Byzantine mint output, 
95-7; on provincial mints, 76-7; on 
Basil I's mints, 478; on mints of 
Anonymous Folles, 640-1 
Methodius, poem on Chalkites icon, 161 
Michael (Saint) archangel, on histamenon 
of Michael IV, 174, 721-2, 723 
Michael I, reign and coinage, 363-70 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent and akakia, 366, 368; 
holding cross potent only, 369; hold- 
ing gl. cr. and akakia, 367, 368; 
holding cross potent on globe and 
akakia, 368 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 367, 368, 369-70 
coins confused with those of Michael II 
or III, 363-4 
control marks on solidi, 79 
misattributed coins of, 460 
recognizes Charlemagne as basileus, 4, 
178, 364 
tremisses of, 22 
use of title basileus Romaion, 226 
Michael IT, reign and coinage, 387~405; 
on coins of Theophilus, 407-451, passim 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent and akakia, 394-5; 
holding gl. cr., 399, 401-3 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
gl. cr. and cross scepter, 394, 396-7; 
holding cross potent, 399-400 
bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys, 425-6; with Theophilus, 
397-9, 403-5 
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coins confused with those of Michael I 
or TIT, 388, 390-1 

control marks on solidi, 79, 80 

estimate of mint output, 95 

metrology of folles, 69, 70 

weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 

Michael III, reign and coinage, 452-70; on 

coins of Theophilus, 406-9, 415, 416, 

428-9, 432-3 

artistic activity of reign, 147, 155 

burial of, 507 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl. cr., 468; holding globe with 
patriarchal cross, 467 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
gl. cr, 468; holding globe with 
patriarchal cross, 467; holding gl. cr. 
and cross scepter, 428-9; holding 
globe with patriarchal cross and cross 
scepter, 430; holding globe with 
patriarchal cross and akakia, 466-7; 
holding labarum and akakia, 463-4; 
holding cross potent, 468-9 

bust facing, with Theodora, wearing 
chlamys, 433; with Thecla, holding 
patriarchal cross, 461-2 

coins confused with those of Michael T 
and II, 363 

coins of Cherson, 91 

control marks on solidi, 79 

dates of birth and coronation, 407, 409 

introduces pellet beneath steps of cross 
on miliaresion, 64 

Latin inscription on follis, 177 

melts gold ornaments of Palace, 19 

metrology of folles, 69 

misattributed coins, 460 

probable father of Leo VI, 474 

semisses of, 22 

Michael IV, reign and coinage, 720-6 

builder of the Church of the Anargyroi, 
159-60, 722 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding labarum and gl. cr., 724-6 





debasement under, 39 n., 41 
emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding labarum with St. Mi- 
chael, 726 
fineness of his gold, 40 
histamenon imitated in Denmark, 103 
lavish gifts to Church, 43-4 
loss of coins in shipwreck, 58 n. 
Manus Dei on histamena, 175 
mint at Thessalonica, 75 
money-changer in early life, 43 
problems of attribution to Michael IV, 
V, and VI, 720-3, 754, 801 
see also Michelati 
Michael V, career of, 720, 727-8; problems 
of attribution, 720-3, 754, 801 
Michael VI, Stratioticus, reign and coin- 
age, 754-8 
commonness of his tetartera, 28 
design of chlamys, 119 
emperor standing, wearing chlamys, 
holding gl. cr., being crowned by the 
Virgin, 756-7 
emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros,holdinglongerossand akakia, 757 
fineness of his gold, 40, 41 
problem of identifying coinage, 720-3, 
754, 801 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
Michael VII, reign and coinage, 798-820 
Hin site finds, 642 
associated Augustus, 764 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding labarum scepter and gl. cr., 
803-6, 818-20 
bust facing, with Maria, wearing chla- 
mys, in field of AX, 810-11, 815 
coins in Dinogetia Hoard, 787, 800 
countermarked folles, 97 
emperor standing, in military dress, 
holding long cross and sword, 811-12 
emperor standing, with Constantius and 
Andronicus, holding labarum scepter 
and akakia, 789-91 
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emperor standing, with Eudocia and 
Constantius, wearing modified loros 
and holding gl. cr. and akakia, 783-4 
fineness of his gold, 40, 41, 44-5; of his 
miliaresia, 67 
folles overstruck by Class I of Anony- 
mous Folles, 697, 698, 699 
half-fignre facing, with Eudocia, wearing 
modified loros and holding long cross, 
784; same, but with Maria, 807-10 
knowledge of minting processes, 44 
military costume of, 126 
problem of identifying some of his 
coins, 720-3, 754, 801 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
see also Michelati 
Michael VIII, hyperpyra of, 41, 116 
Michael Psellus, see Psellus, Michael 
Michelati, 22, 51, 52, 53, 60-1 
Mikuléice, coin found at, 455 
Milan, private collection in, 272 n 
Milan (Museo Civico), coins at, 266 n., 
276 n., 285 n., 479, 752 n. 
Milatus, see Melatus 
Miliarense, 14; see also Miliaresion 
Miliaresion, monetary unit, 14; history of, 
16, 62; values of, 17-19; creation of, 63, 
231-2; initially ceremonial in character, 
63, 388; fabric influenced by dirhem, 
sce Dithem; sometimes overstruck on 
dithem, see Dithem; not used in West, 
24; money of account in West, 50, 51, 
52; fractional denominations in eleventh 
century, 63-6; fineness, 67; weight 
standards, 65, 412; weight of John I’s 
miliaresia, 590; see also Half Miliaresion, 
Miliarense, Silver coinage 
Military coin types, 125-6; revived by 
Constantine IX, 734; under Isaac I, 
259-60, 761-2; under Constantine X, 765, 
Minting, administrative machinery, 73-4 
Minting techniques, interest of Michael VII 
in, 799; see also Dies, Die sinkers, 
Lettering, Overstriking 


Mint-marks, 73 

Mint output, 94-7 

Mints, contraction in number of, 73-4; 
enumerated and discussed, 73-97; prob- 
lems of identification, 74-7; of Theo- 
philus’ folles, 413-15; of Basil I’s folles, 
478; of Anonymous Folles, 640-3 

Modiolus crown, 129 n. 

Moneta aurea, at Ravenna, 94 

Moneta publica, at Ravenna, 94 

Monetary system, 14-19, 389 

Monetary terms, 45-62 

Moneyer, seal of, 73 

Monograms, imperial, 189-91; see also 
under individual emperors and Index 
V(b) 

Monomachus, see Constantine IX 

Monomakhati (coin name), 53, 58, 59 

Monreale, mosaic of Christ at, 148 n., 149 

Montagu, H., collection (dispersed), 248 n., 
270 n., 329 n,, 442 n., 607 n., 613 

Monte Cassino, coin references in docu- 
ments from, 46, 51-2 

Monteverde, coin reference in document 
from, 52 

Moravia, Byzantine coin found in, 455 

Mordtmann, A. D., collection (at Berlin), 
97 

Moscow, ivory of Constantine VII at, 
120 n., 121, 531 

Moustier, Marq. de, collection (dispersed), 
550 n., 707 

MP OV see Index IV 

Mules, between classes or types, 481, 483, 
488, 495, 498, 603 n. 

Multos annos, in coin inscriptions, 177 


Naples, dukes of, 423; see also Sergius I, 
Stephen II or IIL 

Naples, mint of, 847; coins struck in 
Basil I's name at, 105, 478; see also 
Index II 

Naples Museum, coins at, 353, 360 n., 
502 n, 
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Naville, Lucien, on the Roman pound, 
23-4 
New York (American Numismatic So- 
ciety), coins at, 275 n., 276 n., 284, 286, 
300, 383, 410 n., 422, 449, 503, 653, 
712, 723 n. 
Nicaea, mint at, 74; mosaic of Christ 
Antiphonetes formerly in the Church of 
the Dormition at, 163, 727-8; roundel in 
Church of the Koimesis, 166 n. 
Nicephorus I, reign and coinage, 352-61 
attribution of Italian gold, 85-6 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent, 361 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent and akakia, 355-7, 361 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl. er. (? also akakia), 359 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 359, 360 

bust facing, with Stauracius, wearing 
chlamys, 358 

coin attributed to, 305 n. 

coins attributed to Naples, 100 

coins wrongly attributed to Leo V, 
372 

control marks on solidi, 79 

estimate of mint output, 95 

misattributed coins, 460 

tribute to Arabs, 20 n. 

weight standard of folles, 70 
Nicephorus II Phocas, reign and coinage, 
580-8 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, in 
medallion on cross of miliaresion, 
585-6 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding labarum and gl. er., 587-8 

bust facing, wearing robe of V-pattern, 
holding cross and globe surmounted 
by trefoil, 586-7, 589 

bust facing, with that of Basil II, 
wearing loros and holding patriarchal 
cross, 582-3 


bust facing, with that of Virgin, 
wearing modified loros and holding 
patriarchal cross, 583-5 
fineness of miliaresion, 67 
folles overstruck by Class A2 of Anony- 
mous Folles, 649 
introduces the tetarteron, 28-30, 33, 
35-8 
marriage to Theophano, 578 
metrology of folles, 69 
military successes, 574 
use of Greek lettering, 184 
weights of his tetartera, 31-5 
Nicephorus III Botaniates, reign and 
coinage, 821-32 
accession, 798-9 
Zin site finds, 642 
& in Sparta Hoard, 639 n, 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
labarum and gl. cr., 827 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding cross and gl. er., 824 
bust facing, with that of Maria, wearing 
modified loros, in field of miliaresion, 
829 
connection with Nicaea, 163-4 
emperor standing, wearing armor, hold- 
ing long cross and sword, 830 
emperor standing, wearing loros, hold- 
ing labarum and gl. cr., 825-8, 831 
fineness of his gold, 31, 40, 41, 42, 
44 
follis overstruck by Class J of Anony- 
mous Folles, 700 
military costume of, 126 
miniature of, 120, 124, 626 n. 
problems of overstriking, 643 
stavrovotaniati, 61 
votaniati, 61 
weights of his tetartera, 32, 33, 
Nicephorns (son and colleague of Arta- 
vasdus), 234, 283-9, passim 
Nicephorus (son of Constantine V), created 
Caesar, 10, 22, 290, 325 
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Nicephorus Basilacius (pretender), career 
and possible coinage of, 8, 641-2, 833-4 

Nicephorus Bryennius (pretender), career 
and coinage, 798, 822, 833-8; attribu- 
tions and mint problems, 8, 641; 
folles, 706 n.; in Sparta Hoard, 639 n. 

Nicephorus Melissenus (pretender), career 
and coinage, 8, 838-40 

Nicephorus (patrician and grand hetairi- 
arch), 163-4 

Nicetas (son of Constantine V), created 
nobilissimus, 290 

Nicholas I (pope), correspondence with 
Michael IIT, 456 n. 

Nimbus, no longer used for emperors, 107 

Nimbus cross, serifs in, 602 

Nomic glosses, 18, 67 

Nomisma, 45; see Solidus 

Nomismata kainourgia, 22 

Nummus (noummion), monetary unit, 
14-15, 17 

Nur ad-Din Mahmud (Zengid ruler), coins 
of Byzantine type, 101 


Obolos, used for follis, 15 n., 17 n. 

Obryzum, 22 

Obverse and reverse of coins, 62 n., 109- 
10, 230 n., 292, 610 n. 

Ochrid, icon labelled Peribleptos at, 713 n. 

Oficina and control marks on solidi, 
tables of, 78-9; use of, under Con- 
stantine V, 293; see also Privy marks, 
and Index V 

O'Hara, M. D., collection, 284 n., 286 

Oikonomidés, N., on status of Empress 
Eudocia, 782 

Olga (Russian princess), 19 

Olotrachi, see Holotrachy 

Oman, Sir Charles, collection, 317 n. 

One-third Miliaresion, 64-6, 66; of Con- 
stantine X, 773; of Romanus IV, 795; 
of Michael VII, 817-18 

Ordona Hoard, 21, 27 

Oria, 50 





Orthodoxos, title on coins, 180, 755, 758, 
760, 763 

Oslo Museum, 771 n 

Ossi Hoard, 82 n, 

Othoniati, error for Thori(c)ati (q.v.) 

Otto the Great, 4 

Otto IT, fresco of, 132 

Overstriking, in gold, 427, 456; in silver, 
232; in copper, passim 

Oxarve Hoard, 21, 65, 736-7 

Oxford, Ashmolean Museum (Goodacre 
collection), coins at, 394 n, 


Pacourianos, Typicon of, 48, 58, 59, 60 

Palagiano, coin reference in document 
from, 50 

Palaia kai Nea Logarike, 17 

Palermo, seal of moneyer in the National 
Museum at, 73; possible mint under 
Michael II, 391 

Palms, beside M, 267-8 

Pantaleimon’s (Saint), coin references in 
monastic charters of, 23, 51, 55, 115 n. 

Pantechnes, John, seal of, 161 

Pantocrator type of Christ, 149-50; 
meaning of clasped book, 168-9; see 
also Christ, bust of (Type VII) 

Papacy, 4, 238-9, 285 

Papienses, 58 

Parapinaces, nickname of Michael VIL, 798 

Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, coins at, 
83, 99, 266 n., 270 n., 275 n., 318, 428 n., 
462, 468 n., 642, 718 n., 728, 747 n., 749, 
760, 765 n., 71 n., 800, 816 n., 840 

Patriarchal cross, sce Cross, patriarchal 

Pattern coins, 20, 98-9, 251, 533-7, 728, 
787, 792 

Paul (exarch), 92 

PPAVC formula, replaced by MYLTVS AN, 
7 

Pear-shaped ornaments beside head of 
Virgin, 773, 809 

Pellets, on shaft of cross or scepter, 80, 
81; on dotted borders of miliaresia, 
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466 n.; preceding inscriptions, 363, 
371, 372; beneath cross of miliaresion, 
482; beneath emperor's arm, 822, 830 

Pendilia on crown, varieties of, 129, 130, 
607 

Penon, C., collection (dispersed), 324, 
718 n. 

Pentalaimia, 46 

Pentanummium, 254 n.; of Constantine V, 
295, 305 

Pepin (Frankish king), 93 

Perperum, for hyperpyron, 56 n. 

Petes Hoard, 713-14 

Petritzos, coin references in document 
from, 53 

Petronas (co-regent for Michael III), 10 

Philipp of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Prince, 
collection (dispersed), 551 n., 576 n., 
584 n., 596 n., 631 n. 

Philippicus, 25, 232, 238 

Philotheus, Kleterologion of, 73, 74 

Photiadés Collection (now in the Hermit- 
age), 161, 734, 736 n. 

Photius, 455 

Pinnacles on crowns of empresses, 13, 

Pistos, epithet on coins, 64, 180 

Platform, for emperors, 116, 786 

Polis, used of Constantinople, 47 

Polybius, 123 

Porphyrogenitus, as used on coins, 180; 
by Constantine VII, 530, 537, 557-8; by 
Basil IT, 627-32; by Theodora (Por- 
phyrogenita), 753 

Porter, W. B., collection, 256 

Portraiture, of emperors, 142-5; revived 
by Leo VI, 508; of Romanus I, 531-2; 
of Constantine VII, 531; of Constan- 
tine X, 765 

Potin, used for coins at Rome, 296 

Pound, weight of the Roman, 23-4 

Pounds (litrai), 20 

Prague, economic importance of, 104 

Precedence of emperors on coins, 108-15; 
under Constantine VII, 529-30; under 


Eudocia Macrembolitissa, 780-1, 782, 
785-6 

Prependulia (of crowns), 130 

Prices, 4, 291 n. 

Prince Philipp Collection, sce Philipp, 
Prince 

Privy marks on tenth- and eleventh- 
century coins, 80-1; on Anonymous 
Folles, Class A2, 644-7; as dates (?), 
600-1; see also Accessory symbols, 
Officina letters 

Procopia (wife of Michael I), 129 n. 

Provincial mints, under Theophilus, 413- 
15 

Provisini, 58 

Protokharagi, 46 n. 

Protokharati, 46 n. 

Psellus, Michael, on Basil II’s appearance, 
145; on Romanus III, 711; on Michael 
IV's appearance, 723; on the financial 
policies of cleventh-century emperors, 
42-4; on constitutional position of 
Michael V, 722; on Zoe and Theodora, 
731; role in accession of Isaac I, 75 
of Constantine X, 759 n.; on Con- 
stantine X, 764; on Endocia Macrem- 
bolitissa, 12; on Michael VII, 798, 
799; on miracle at Blachernae, 173 n.; 
uses polis for Constantinople, 47; astro- 
nomical writings of, 736 n. 

Pulcheria, founder of Church of Blacher- 
nae, 173; marriage coin of, 111 n., 146 

Purchasing power, 4 

Purses, payments in sealed, 20-1, 72 














Quarter dinar, see Rubé‘i, Tari 


Ransoms, 58 n. 

Ravenna, conquered by Lombards, 92-3, 
291, 297; mint of, 92-4 

Recutting of officina letters, see Die 
alterations 

Regency coinages, 11-12 

Reggio (Museum), coins at, 382 n. 
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Religious inscriptions, 182-3; invocations, 
183 
Religious types, normally on obverses of 
coins, 109 
Reliquary cross, at Limburg an der Lahn, 
176; suggested explanation of the 
design of Alexander's miliaresion, 
175 
Rex, title on coin, 17, 454, 456 
Ricotti Prina, D., collection, 326 
Rieti, fresco in church at, 132 
“Robe of lozenge [or square] pattern,”” see 
Loros 
Robert Guiscard, see Guiscard, Robert 
Rodosto, monastery of, 39, 53 
Rohde, T., collection (dispersed), 278 n., 
310 n. 
Romanati, 22, 51, 52, 53, 54, 58-9 
Romanus I, reign and coinage, 526-40, 
542-9, 954-5, 562-5, 570-3 
bust facing (portrait), wearing modified 
loros and holding globus surmounted 
by patriarchal cross, 555-6 
bust facing (portrait), wearing modified 
loros, in medallion of cross on 
miliaresion, 556-7 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
labarumn, scepter and gl. er., 562-5 
bust facing, wearing loros, 570-1 
bust facing, with Constantine VIT, 
wearing loros and holding patriarchal 
cross, 542-3; similar, but with Chris- 
topher, 546-7 
bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing modified loros and holding 
globus surmounted by long cross, 548 
coin portraiture, 144-5 
coinage serves as model for that of 
Nicephorus II, 580 
design of his chlamys, 117 
emperor standing, wearing loros and 
holding gl. er., being crowned by 
Christ, 545-6 
emperor standing, with Constantine VII, 








wearing loros and holding patriarchal 
cross and gl. cr., 549 
emperor standing between Constan- 
tine VII and Christopher, wearing 
loros and holding labarum scepter, 
547-8 
modified loros on coins of, 121 
pattern coins of, 99 
portraits of, 531-2 
said to have struck pentalaimia, 46 
seal of, 145 
standing Christ on solidi, 160-2 
Romanus IJ, reign and coinage, 574-7; on 
coins of Constantine VII, 538, 540, 
551-3, 568-9, 573 
anomalous form of globus linked with 
‘cross scepter, 132 
birth and coronation, 529 
bust facing, wearing elaborate costume 
and holding globus surmounted by 
long cross, 576-7 
bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing chlamys and holding patri- 
archal cross, 551-3; similar, but 
wearing loros, 568-9 
coin portraiture, 144 
decorated loros on coins of, 122 
ivory in Biblioth€que Nationale, 120-1, 
574 
rarity of his solidi, 19 
reputed founder of Hosios Lucas, 166-7 
silver cross at Dumbarton Oaks, 755 
Romanus IIT, reign and coinage, 711-19 
altered mosaic in Saint Sophia, see 
Constantine IX 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding gl. cr. and labarum, 718 
confusion with coins of Romanus IV, 
787 
discovers icon of the Virgin of Blacher- 
nae, 170, 174, 711 
emperor standing, wearing modified 
Joros, holding gl. cr., being crowned 
by Virgin, 715-18 
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emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding long patriarchal cross, 
and globe surmounted by patriarchal 
cross, 719 
fineness of his gold, 40 
miliaresion imitated in Denmark, 103; 
in Finland, 103 n. 
monetary policy, 43 
proliferation of representations of the 
Virgin on his coins, 170 
Syrian campaign, 172 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
see also Romanati 
Romanus IV Diogenes, reign and coinage, 
785-97 
accession and constitutional status, 780 
& in site finds, 642 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding patriarchal cross and gl. cr., 
795; similar, but holding gl. cr. and 
akakia, 792 
coins in Dinogetia Hoard, 787, 800 
coins technically those of Michael VII, 
109, 786 
confusion with coins of Romanus III, 
713, 787 
defeated at Manzikert, see Manzikert 
emperor standing with Eudocia, wearing 
modified loros and gl. cr., having 
marriage blessed by Christ, 788-91 
fineness of his gold, 40, 41 
half-figure, with Eudocia, wearing mod- 
ified loros, and holding globe with 
long cross, 791-2 
pattern tetarteron, 787, 792 
precedence on his coins, 109, 111, 
112 
“Six-headers,”” see Ek’us'tavi 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
see also Romanati 
Rome, mint of, 87-91; abnormal lettes 
forms at, 87; debasement at, 8, 87; 
letters in field of coins, 87-8 
Rome, mosaic of Christ in San Prassede, 








150 n.; fresco of Christ in Santa Maria 
Antiqua, 165 n. 

Ruba% (quarter dinar), 26, 27 n. 

Russia, export of coins to, 102; imitation 
miliaresia, 102, 612 

“Russian Nobleman” sale, 809 n. 


S, for kat, 181, 189 

Saint Sophia, see Constantinople, Kiev, 
Thessalonica 

Saints, rarely represented on coins in 
this period, 146, 174; see Alexander, 
Michael 

Salerno, charters of, 47 n.; coinage of, 105; 
duchy of, 82 

Salona, 53 

Saracens in Sicily, 417 

Sasanian dirhem, 5, 14 

Sasanians, 114 n 

Saulcy, F. de, on imperial precedence, 
113; wrongly attributes ceremonial R 
of Basil II, 611 

Scepters, 138-42; sce also Cross, Labarum 

Schilbach, E., on Byzantine metrology, 
23 

Schindler, L., on mint of Basil I’sfractional 
ZB, 479, 485, 

Scifati, see Scyphati 

Scipio (consular eagle-topped scepter), 
140 n. 

Sclerena, 23, 43 

Scripulum, 30 

Scroll, held by Christ, see Christ, bust 
(Type IX) 

Scyphate, misuse of term, 6; see also 
Concave coins, Seyphati 

Seyphati, 6, 28 n., 51, 52, 53, 59, 608 

Seylitzes, John, 35, on Anonymous Folles, 
634-5 

Sealed purses, see Purses 

Seals, 106, 146, 161, 165, 786 n., 823; seal 
of Romanus I, 532; see also Bullae, gold 

Sebastos, title on seal of Nicephorus IIT, 
177, 822-3 
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Seated emperors, 108; type favored by 
Basil I, 475-6 

Seljugs in Asia Minor, 97 

Semissis, denomination, 14; history of, 
15-16; list of later ones, 22; mark of, 
133; of Leo III, 230, 235, 246-8, 265-6; 
of Artavasdus, 284, 287; of Constan- 
tine V, 291, 294, 302, 310; of Nice- 
phorus I, 359; of Michael I, 363, 368, 
369; of Leo V, 381-3; of Michael II, 
392-3; of Theophilus, 416-21, 429-30, 
441, 444-5; of Basil I, 474 

Senzaton, 46, 146, 476 

Sergius I (duke of Naples), imitates coin 
of Theophilus, 85, 105, 413 

Shafah, 6 

Shams (Arabic countermark), 97, 98, 703 

Shield with 2, 190, 254 n. 

Shilling, Germanic, 24 n. 

Shipwreck, coins lost in, 58 n. 

Sicilian hoard, coins from, 359 n., 400 n., 
491-4 

Sicily, conquered by Arabs, 24 

Sicily, minting in, 24; globular coins of, 
8, 24; weight of solidus, 25-6; use of 
Greek in, 184, 236; hoard from, see 
above, Sicilian hoard; hoard found off 
coast of, 284; imitations struck in, 444 

Sico (prince of Benevento), 86 

Siligoudes, 30 

Silver coinage, 62-8; ceremonial, 251, 292; 
debasement of, 67, 822, 829 n. ; uncertain 
denominations, 278, 296, 315, 322, 324; 
see also Miliaresion, Half miliaresion, 
One-third miliaresion, Two-thirds mili- 
aresion 

Silver famine in the eleventh century, 42, 
67-8, 600, 611-12 

Simon and Jude (Saints), on coins of 
Goslar imitated from Byzantine types, 
103 

Sinai, icon of Christ at, 164 n, 

Siponto, coin reference in document from, 
52 





“Six-headers,”” see Ek’us'tavi 

Skeptatron (coin name), 53, 60 

Sheplron, meaning of, 138 n. 

Skutariotes, Theodore, 46 

Slavs, in Balkans, 3 

Solidi maiores, 52, 53, 54, 58 

Solidi struck on broad flans, under Nice- 
phorus I, 353, 355, 356; under Leo V, 
371; under Theophilus, 413, 427 n. 

Solidus (nomisma), monetary unit, 14, 45; 
history of, 19-44; weight of, 23-4 

Solidus dies, used for R, 251 

Solidus mancusus, see Mancus 

Sotericus, 47, 50, 51, 54-5 

Soteriou, Maria, on thorakion, 125 

Souppedion, 115-16, 549 

“South Italian” gold, 85-6 

Southern Italy, Greeks in, 236 

Spahr, R., collection, 268, 400 n. 

Spanko Hoard, 104 n. 

Sparta Hoard, 639 n., 834 n., 837 

Spatharocandidati, 123 

Speech, gesture of, 150 

Speyer, coins of, with Byzantine proto- 
types, 103-4 

Split (Archaeological Museum), coins at, 
410 n. 

Srebreniki, coins of Kiev with Byzantine 
prototypes, 102 

Stamenon, 28-9, 51, 52, 53 

Standing figures, of emperors, 107-8; 
reintroduced by Basil I, 476; of Christ, 
160-4; of the Virgin, 171-2 

Star () preceding inscription, 371; pos- 
sible significance of, 320 n.; unusual 
form of (X), 488 n. 

Stars, on maphorion of Virgin, 170 

Stater, used of nomisma, 45 

Stauracius (logothete), 336 

Stauracius, reign of, 8, 362; on coins of 
Nicephorus I, 352-62 

Stavrata, 52, 59 

Stavrovotaniati, coins of Nicephorus III, 
61, 822 
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Stellatus, 28 n., 52, 59, 734-5 

Stephen II (pope), 89 

Stephen (son and colleague of Romanus 1), 
526, 528, 537, 556-7 

Stephen IT or IIT (duke of Naples), coins 
of, 85 

Sterling, 29 

Stratioticus, see Michael VI Stratioticus 

Suidas, 19, 291 

“Sun and moon,” see Helioselenaton 

Supernova of 1054, possible connection 
with sfellati, 734-6 

Superposition of letters, 189 

Suspension in coin inscriptions, how 
shown, 189 

‘Sven Estrithson (king of Denmark), coin 
types copied from Byzantium, 713 

Svi8¢ov (Bulgaria), coin found in excava- 
tions, 578-9 

Syracuse, mint of, 83-4; city blockaded 
by Arabs, 391; captured by Arabs 
(878), 478, 485 

“Syrian” Christ, 164-5, 454 


Tablion, 117-18; ornaments on, 607 

Talent, 17 n.; used for centenarion, 239 n. 

Taman Peninsula, coins from, 102 

Tanini, H., collection (dispersed), 422, 
459, 737 

Taranto, monetary reference in document 
from, 51; coin hoard at, 71 

Tari, meaning of term, 26-7, 52; in 
Ordona Hoard, 21 n. 

Tarteron, 29 

Taxation, 36-7 

Tbilisi (Museum), coins at, 642; icon at, 
124, 141 

Terlizzi coin references in charters of, 
52-3; dating clause, 782 n. 

Tetarteron, introduced by Nicephorus I, 
5-16, 581; history of, 28-39, 52, 53; 
under Basil II, 599, 601-3, 608-9; 
revived by Constantine IX, 73; in 
South Italy, 28-38 


Thearati, 50 
Thecla (dau. of Theophilus), coinage of, 
10; on coins of Theophilus, 407, 415, 
428; on coins of Michael III, 454, 
456-9, 461-2, 464-5 
bust facing, with Michael IIT, holding 
patriarchal cross, 461-2 
bust facing, with Theophilus and Theo- 
dora, wearing loros, 428 
role in government, 12 
Theodora (Saint, wife of Theophilus), 
on coins of Theophilus, 415; of Michael 
IIT, 456-9, 461-5 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
globus, surmounted by patriarchal 
cross, and cross scepter, 461-2 
bust facing, with Michael III, wearing 
loros, 463 
bust facing, with Theophilus and 
Thecla, wearing loros, 428 
marriage to Theophilus, 387, 406 
miniature of, 125 
regency of, 452-4, 456 
revives image of Christ on the coinage, 
146 
right of coinage, 11, 12 
Theodora (empress 1055-6), career of, 
727, T31, 733, 748, 754; joint coinage 
with Zoe, 731-2; sole reign and coinage, 
748-53 
bust facing, wearing elaborate costume, 
holding scepter and gl. cr., 752-3 
bust facing, with Zoe, wearing modified 
loros and holding labarum, 729 
costume of, 124, 125 
empress standing, with Virgin, holding 
labarum, 750-2 
fineness of her gold, 40 
gold bulla of, 728, 731, 748 
Jarge numbers of her tetartera, 28 
miserliness, 43 
on crown at Budapest, 124 
personal appearance of, 145 
supposed numismatic interests, 45 
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uses porphyrogenita title, 180, 753 
weights of her tetartera, 32 
Theodosius II, on marriage coin of 
Valentinian II] and Licinia Eudoxia, 146 
Theodosius III, features of his coins 
related to those of Leo III, 229, 293 
(C after officina letter on Constan- 
tinopolitan solidi), 235, 264 n. (P in 
field of Sicilian solidi), 236 (star ter- 
minating rev. inscr. on Neapolitan 
solidi), 237 (L on Roman 4’) 
‘Theophanes, rare reference to coins, 46 
Theophano (Saint, first wife of Leo VI), 
507, 509 
Theophano (wife of Romanus II), marriage 
to Romanus II, 574; reign, 578-9; no 
coins known, 8; supposed coins of, 11, 
12, 578-9; banished, 589 
Theophilus, reign and coinage, 406-5: 
coins of Michael IT, 387-405, passim 
attribution of Italian gold, 85-6 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross and akakia, 430; holding cross 
potent, 402-3, 441; holding cross 
potent on globe, 401-2; holding 
gl. cr., 400-1, 441-2, 443-6, 448-9, 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 450-1; 
holding globus with patriarchal cross, 
443; holding patriarchal cross and 
akakia, 425-9, 433-4, 442 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 401, 403, 442, 443-7; holding 
gl. cr., 402, 441, 445-5; holding gl. cr. 
and cross scepter, 394-5, 424-5, 429, 
449-50; holding patriarchal cross, 446 
bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys, 434; with Michael IT, wear- 
ing loros, 397-9, 403-5; with Thecla 
and Theodora, wearing chlamys, 428 
chronological problems, 406-8 
coin type imitated in Germany, 103 
coins attributed to Naples, 85-7, 423, 
449-51 
control marks on solidi, 79, 80 











estimate of mint output, 96 
family coinage, 11 
follis imitated at Naples, 105 
gold ornaments melted by Michael III, 
19, 47 n., 480 
half figure of emperor, wearing loros, 
holding labarum and gl. cr., 435-41 
hoard of Sicilian 4’, 418 
metrology of follis, 69, 70 
posthumous (2) striking of folles, 456 
precedence on his coins, 112 
revives ceremonial coins, 98 
revives labarum on coins, 137-8 
semisses, 22 
solidus overstruck on one of Constan- 
tine V, 427 
tufa, 129 
use of pious epithets, 179 
weights of miliaresia, 65 
weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 
‘Theophylact (son of Michael I), 363-70, 
passim 
‘Thera Hoard, 413 
‘Thessalonica, coin reference in document 
from, 51; mint of, 74, 81; mint at- 
tributed to Basil II, 428; mint under 
Michael VI, 722, 726; possible mint for 
eleventh-century AE, 641-3, 802, 833, 
834; hoard from, 284; occupied by 
Nicephorus Basilacius, 833; icon of 
Christ in Church of the Holy Apostles, 
149; in that of Saint Sophia, 156 n. 
© beneath M, its interpretation, 389-90 
Thirty nummus piece, see Three-quarter 
follis 
‘Thomas the Slavonian, 8, 387 
Thompson, Margaret, classification of 
Anonymous Folles, 636-9; publishes 
early & of Leo III, 232 
Thorakion, 122, 124-5, 748 n., 781 
Thori(c)ati, 50, 55-6 
Three-quarter follis, 238, 278, 314 n. 
Thrones, 115; see also Christ seated, 
Emperor seated 
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Tiberius II, coin of, misattributed to 
Leo III, 254 n.; connections with 
coinage of Leo III, 236; countermarked 
coin of, 92, 97, 478 

Tiberius (son of Justinian II), 233, 
260. 

Tomos, 133 n. 

Torques, military, 122-3 

Toselli, A., collection, 728, 730 

Toumbikas (= Tu vincas), 182 

Toupha, see Tata 

‘Tournai, Byzantine scepter-cross at, 140 

Trachy, meaning of term, 6-7, 39, 53; 
term transferred to billon coins, 7 

‘Trani, coin references in documents from, 
50-2 

Trefoil ornament, on crown of Alexander, 
127 n., 524; on globe, 132, 580, 589, 
592, 594; on scepters, 141 

Tremissis, denomination, 16; history of, 
15-16; list of later ones, 22; of Leo III, 
230, 235, 237-8, 240, 248-50, 266~7, 
270-1, 279, 281, 282; of Artavasdus, 
285, 289; of Constantine V, 291, 294, 
297-8, 310, 320-4; of Leo IV, 335; of 
Nicephorus I, 353, 357, 359; of Mi- 
chael I, 363, 368; of Leo V, 381-3; 
of Michael IT, 392-3; of Theophilus, 
416-21, 442, 445-6; of Basil I, 474 

Tremiti, monastic documents of, 49 

‘Triake’pali, 62 

Trial issues, 20 

Triumphs, 175; of Theophilus, 407, 411, 
413; of Basil II, 175, 606 

Troia, reference to skyphati from, 51 

Tula, 129-30, 413; supposed source of 
Moravian crown, 104 

Turin (Museo Civico), coins in, 268 n., 284, 
287, 289, 416, 428 n., 430 

‘Two-thirds Miliaresion, 64-5, 66; of Con- 
stantine IX, 747; of Theodora, 753; of 
Michael VI, 758; of Isaac I, 763; of 
Constantine X, 771-3; of Romanus IV, 
793-4; of Michael VII, 813-16; of 





Nicephorus III, 831; of Nicephorus 
Melissenus, 840 
Tzetzes, John, on tetarteron, 29, 31 


Usurpers, rarely issue coin, 8 


Valentinian III, marriage coin of, 146 

Value, marks of, 227; see Index V (a) 

Veglery, A., on of Constantine V, 294; 
on coin inscriptions of Leo IV, 326; on 
coin inscriptions of Constantine VI, 
338; on Greek letters on cleventh- 
century coins, 766; on Narthex mosaic 
in Saint Sophia, 156 n, 

Vela, 138 

Vella Hoard, 65, 610, 611, 629, 630 

Venice, control letters on coins of, 81; 
Pala d’Oro in San Marco, 141 

Vestiarium, 73 

Vetus, as applied to coins, 54 

Victory, theme of, 227 

Vienna (Staatssammlung), coins at, 267 n., 
276 n., 277, 278 n., 281, 302, 429, 647 

Virgin, representations on coins, 169-74; 
first shown on coins of Leo VI, 508 

Virgin orans, bust (Blachernitissa), 171-4, 
512, 692-4, 728, 730, 747, 753, 757, 758, 
770, 773, 795, 817, 831, 840 

Virgin orans, bust having on breast a 
medallion of Christ (Episkepsis), 171, 
173-4, 732; imitated in Germany, 103 

Virgin orans, standing, 171, 702-4, 745-6, 
771-3, 811-12, 830 

Virgin, bust, holding medallion of Christ 
(Nikopoios), 171-2, 541, 631, 718, 784, 

91-3, 807-9, 813-15 

Virgin, seated, type not found on coins 
of this period, 170 

Virgin standing, holding Infant Jesus 
(Hodegetria), 171, 172, 719; labelled 
“Peribleptos’’ on Ochrid icon, 713 n. 

Virgin with Emperor, two busts, holding 
patriarchal cross, 174, 584-5; Virgin 
crowning Emperor, 592-6 
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Virgin with Emperor, both standing, 
holding labarum, 750-2; Virgin crown- 
ing Emperor, 715-18, 756-7 (three- 
quarter length figures), 769-70 

Vocative case, 181 

Vogel, W., collection (now dispersed), 
376 n., 746 n., 757 n., 761 n. 

Votaniati, coins of Nicephorus III, 61-2; 
see also Stavrovotaniati 


Waldeck collection, sce Arolsen 

Warsaw (National Museum), miliaresia of 
Artavasdus at, 284 

Weight spread of folles, 69-70 

Whitting, P.D., collection of (now in 
Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Bir- 
mingham), 782; on Anonymous Folles, 
636-8 

Wroth, W., on provincial mints, 75; on 
Anonymous Folles, 635-8 

Wiirzburg, coins of, imitating Byzantine 
type, 104 


Yale University Museum, coins in, 30, 33 


Zacharias (pope), 89 

Zacynthus, coin said to have been found 
on, 287 n. 

Zengids, coins of, imitating Byzantine 
types, 101 

Zeno, Apostolo, collection (dispersed), 
267 n., 278 n., 739 n. 

Zeus (of Phidias), influence on representa 
tions of Christ, 164 

Ziataritsa Hoard, 100 

Zoe Carbonopsina, on coins of Constan- 


tine VII, 533, 537, 539, 559-60, 569; 
marriage to Leo VI, 507; right of coin- 
age, 12; disgraced under Alexander, 
523; shown wearing chlamys, 123; 
wearing loros with collar, 124 
bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing loros, holding patriarchal 
cross, $42; holding globus surmounted 
by plain cross, 541; wearing chlamys, 
holding patriarchal cross, 559-60 
Zoe, career of, 707, 720, 722, 727-32; 
joint reign with Michael VI, 727-30, 
with Theodora, 731-2; coins of, 728-30, 
732 
Dust facing, wearing elaborate costume, 
holding globus, surmounted by patri- 
archal cross, and scepter, 730 
bust facing, wearing elaborate costume, 
holding scepter and globus with 
trefoil ornament, 728, 729, 730 
bust facing, with Theodora, wearing 
elaborate costume and holding laba- 
rum, 732 
costume, 123 
devotion to Antiphonetes icon, 163, 
extravagance of, 43 
incidence of her coinage, 11 
miniature of, 145 
mosaic in Saint Sophia, 129, 130 
on crown at Budapest, 124 
pattern coins of, 99 
personal appearance of, 145 
Zoe and Theodora, coinage of joint reign, 
731-2; coin type imitated in Germany, 
103 
Zonaras, John, on the tetarteron, 36 
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PRINCIPAL INSCRIPTIONS, INCLUDING MiNT-MaRKS 


Byzantine coin inscriptions are often so blundered that no useful purpose would be 
served by indexing every variety that occurs. Those given here represent the inscriptions 
in what seem to be their standard forms, taking account of variations of substance but 
not of haphazard contractions, misspellings, and the like unless they occur repeatedly 
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and appear to characterize an issue or a mint. Conventional letter forms have in some 
cases been preferred to those occurring on the coins themselves, since it would be point- 
less to record the countless variations of, e.g. IhS XPS on eleventh-century coins, and it 
would be undesirable to create the impression of particular deformations being charac- 
teristic of specific reigns where this is not the case. Breaks between words have been 
normalized for the same reason. Officina letters and other control marks are omitted from 
solidus inscriptions but are listed in Index V (c) 4. Occasional deviations from a strictly 
alphabetical order are due to the desirability of keeping closely related inscriptions to- 
gether. 

I have followed the example of Mme Morrisson in the Bibliothéque Nationale catalogue 
in placing Greek and Latin inscriptions in the same alphabetical sequence, since the 
distinction between them is not always easy to make and Greek and Latin letters are 
mixed indiscriminately together. The order of the Latin alphabet has been followed, so 
that Greek letters are placed in the position of their customary Latin equivalents, with © 
treated as TH, X as CH, and P as R. C and K have been treated as distinct, so that 


CONST and CVRIE will be found under C when they are spelled in this way 


AA and XX, vertically, 106, 256-8; see 
also XX AA 

+ALEXANAROS AYSYSTOS ROM’, 524 

+FALEXANAROS EN XW AYTOCR’ PISTOS 
e4Seb’ bASIL’ ROM’ (‘ANEavBpOs tv 
Xplor atronpérap motds eoePiis 
Pootheds ‘Peouotcov), 525 

ANN and XX, vertically, 106, 255, 259 

XANNA S ANASTASIA (daughters of 
Theophilus), 428 

ANNO XX or XXI, vertically, 106, 253-4 

ARTAYASDOS $ TIChFOROS EC O€4 
DASILIS+ (‘ApréBa0bos Kai Nuxngdpos 
& Oto Baorrcis), 288 

AVG(6’), 107, 177 


B, as countermark, 92, 97 

A (Basil I), 504-6 

BA (Basil 1), 504 

Band A (Booihels?), 178, 331-2 

bAS’, 178 

+bASIL' © CONSTANTI’ b! R’ (BactAetos 
Kai Keovotavtives Bacireis ‘Poopalav, 
Basil II and Constantine VIII), 613-26 

+bASIL’ C CONSTAN’ TIOPFVPOS' TIIS- 
TO! bAS’ PUIMALL’ (BoctAetos Kai 
Kavoravtives mopgupoyévveros Baaihals 








“Paouateoy, as last), 628-9; with THSTV 
for THSTOI, 627, 630-1, 632 

+bASIL CONSTANT S$ Leon En eO 
BASILS ROMEON (Bactneios Kesvoray- 
‘Tives Kal Adeov bv Océ Paornels ‘Paouaieov, 
Basil 1), 496-500 

DACIAEIOC(b) (same), 468, 503 

DASILIO’ AMG! (same), 491, 501-2 

DASILIO' AVTOS (Bacineios atryouctos, 
same), 490 

+bASIL(IOS) $ CONSTAN’ bASILIS (same), 
494-5 

+bASIL(IO) S CONSTANTINOS en BO 
bASILIS ROMAION (same), 493-6 

+DASILIOS AYSYST’ b’ (BactAeios ot- 
youoros Baciheds, same), 489 

+DASILIOS bASILEVS (same), 490; fol- 
lowed by %, 500-1 

+bASILIOS Ce CONSTANTIN’ PIStV 
BASILIS ROMEO’ (BaciAsios xai Kev- 
cravtives moto Bacidels ‘Pouatov, 
same), 491-2 

XbASILIOS EC €4 bASILEVS:b’X (Boci- 
Aeios & Ocod Pooidels Boortwov [2], 
same), 477, 487 

+DASILIOS EN GEO bASILEVS ROMEON 
(same), 500-1 
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bASILIOS ET CONSTANT’ 
(same), 487-9 

+bASILIOS S CONST’ AYSG’ (same), 
493-4, 495-6 

DASILIS (Baoidets), 178 

DASILIYS REXY, 177, 466-7 


auGa’ bt 


C, for S, 189 

C BNB in quarters of cross (Zroup 
Boraer Nuengdpov Beuevvico, Nicephorus 
Bryennius), 836-8 

CE (Kal), 80, 189 

Cand I (SixeAia), 84, 265, 266-7, 384 

CONA in quarters of cross (Zroupe 
gidarre Nixngdpov Seomémv, Nice- 
phorus III), 831-2 

CIK’, 73, 84, 334 

CON (Constantinopolis), 73, 77, 253-4 

CONB, 280 

CONOB (Constantinopolis obryzum), 73, 
77, 93, 241-2, 248, 251, 264, 269-70, 
271-2, 279, 280, 286 (CONOB), 287, 
317-18, 322-4 

CONCT (Kesveravrives, son of Leo V), 
385 

+CONST’ bASIL’ ROM (Constantine VII), 
565-7 

+COnst’ €n OcO bASILevs ROMEON 
(Keovoravrivosév xg Boothets ‘Peouatcov, 
Constantine VII), 565-7 

+CONST’ Ce ROMAN’ b’ ROM’ (Con- 
stantine VII), 568-9 

+CONSt’ Ce ROMAN EN XRISt’ b’ 
ROMEO (Keavertavrives Kai ‘Paopavds év 
Xpiorg Pooidels ‘Popatov, Constan- 
tine VII), 568-9 

CONST LEO PP (Constantine V), 317-18 

+CONST’t’ TIORFVROS’ Ce ROMANO 
€N XW) EVSEb" b’ RWMEON (Keovorav- 
Tivos Toppoupoyévuntos Kal ‘Peowouds 
ty Xpiorg eborfcis Paoideis “Pauaiav, 
Constantine VII), 557-8 

CONSTANT (Constantine, son of Basil 1), 
503 


+COMSTANT’ AVT'CRAT’ b’ RY (Keov- 
eravtives abtoKpériop Bacihels ‘Poo 
olay, Constantine VII), 550-1 

+CONSTANT’ bASIL’ ROM’ and variants 
(Constantine VII), 560-1 

CONSTANT’ ‘DESP’ (Constantine, son of 
Leo V), 375-6 

+CONSTANT’ DESPOT’ 
son of Theophilus), 425 

+CONSTANT’ €N XG) AYTOCR’ PIST’ 
BASIL’ ROM! (Keovoravtives &y Xpiorg 
ovroxpérranp motos Baotaels ‘Paoualav, 
Constantine VII), 554 

CONSTANT’ €T XPISTOF’ b’ R’ (same), 
545 

CONSTANT $ EVOOCIAX (Constantine, 
son of Basil 1), 489 

CONSTANT’ Ce ROMAN’ AYGS b’ (Con- 
stantine VII and Romanus I), 542; 
(Constantine VIE and Romanus It), 
551-3 

CONSTANT’ CE ZOH b’ (or bASILIS 
ROMEON) (Kavoravrives al Zoor 
Boorneis [‘Paopaicv], Constantine VIT), 
559-60 

CONSTANT’ CE ZWH b’ ROM (Con- 
stantine VII), 541 

+CONSTANT’ Ce ZWH EN XW b” R’ 
(same), 542 

CONSTANT|(N) (Constantine, son of Theo- 
philus), 443 

CONSTANTI(NOS) (Constantine, son of 
Leo V), 380-3 

+CWNSTANTh bASILEY(S) RM (Constan- 
tine IX), 738-45 

+CUNSTANTIN bASILEYS ROM (Con- 
stantine VIII), 608-10 

+constantin’ en OO basil’ rom 
(Constantine VII), 560-1 

CONSTANTINE $ LEON EC OEY BASILIS: 
(Constantine V), 302-3 

CONSTANTINOS[ (Constantine VII), 550 

CONSTANTINOS bAS’ (Constantine VI), 
341-2 


(Constantine, 
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constantinos R’ b’ A’ s(vn) IRIN! 
A(V)P’ MITRI AV’ or variant (Kesveray- 
tives Paciheds ... (2) Beowérns oWv 
Etprivq_ adyouori untpt avrot, Con- 
stantine VI), 340-1 

CONSTANTINOS Ce ROMAN’ EN XW b’ R’ 
(Constantine VII and Romanus II), 549 

CONSTANTINOS S IRINI EC @EY bASILIS 
(Kosvoravtives xal Elpfyn & @z0% Bac 
eis, Constantine VI), 342-4 

CONSTANTINOS $ LEON O NEOS (Kew 
aravrives xai Aéov 6 véos, Constan- 
tine V), 300-1 

+CWNSTANTINOS bASILEVS RM and 
variants (Constantine TX), 738-45 

CONSTANTINUS (Constantine V), 248 

COPT A A LEO and variants, blundered 
(Constantine V and Leo IV), 308-10 

CRP A in quarters of cross (Ztovpe 
Porter ‘Poouavd Seomérn, Romanus IV), 
796-7 

CTAV vertically (Zraupéxios, Stauracius, 
son of Nicephorus 1), 360-1 


D, DN, DNO, 107, 170, 181 

6 ARTAYASDOS MULT (Artavasdus), 181, 
286 

D CONSTI (Constantine V), 271 

D COSNTA (same), 265 

D LEO (Leo IIT), 270 

D LEO P A (same), 270 

D LEO PP AV (same), 269, 270 

D LEON MUL’ (same), 250 

D LEON P (same), 271, 279 

6 LEON P A MULT (same), 279-302 

6 NIChFORYS MULTY (Nicephorus, son 
of Artavasdus), 181, 286-7 

ON AISTULF R (Aistulf, king of the 
Lombards), 93 

6 N ARTAYASDYS M4 (Artavasdus), 
286-7 

DN CONSTANTINUS M (A) (Constan- 
tine V), 242-6, 247-50, 255-9, 281, 
299-300, 302 


‘D_N CONTAN (Constantine V), 268 

DN LEO [...]TAZ (Leo III), 324 

DN LEO PeRPETHL (same), 280 

DN LEON PE A (same), 264 

DESPOS, 86 

+AECNOINA CUZOIC €VCERH MONO- 
MAXON (Atotrowa oxlors etoeBi| Movo- 
udxov, Constantine IX), 745-6 

“DECNVNA, 80 

DNO ARTAYASDO (Artavasdus), 288-9 

DNO CON(S)TANTIN and variants (Con- 
stantine V), 264-5, 266-7, 273-8, 288, 
303-5, 317-24 

‘OND CONTAN M (same), 264 

DND LEO M (Leo III), 268 

DNO LEO P A MUL (same), 273-8, 318-22 

‘OND LEON P A MUL (same), 241-50, 
251, 253-9, 264-6, 271-2, 280-2, 308- 
10, 314-15 

DNO NICIFORO (Nicephorus, son of 
Artavasdus), 288-9 

DULOS XPIST $ PISTOS, see @EOFILOS 

+AVO TETAPTUN (80 teréptav), 30 


€IRINH bAS’, bASILISSH (Eipyyn Baoi- 
‘Noon, Irene), 349, 350, 351 

+€MMANOVHA (’EppavourA), 162, 163, 
182, 648-84, 777-8 

€N CRISTO, 80 

€N XW, 80 

€N TOVTW NICAT’ bASILE! C Cunst’ 
(Ev Toure vixére BactAetos Kal Keo 
oravtives, Basil II and Constantine 
VIII), 628-30, 632-3 

€N TOVTW NIKATE KWN KAI EVAOKIA 
(Constantine X and Eudocia Macrem- 
bolitissa), 771 

€N TOVTW NIKATE MIXAHA KAI MAPIA 
(Michael VIT and Maria of Alania), 
810-11 

€N TOVTW NIKATE +NIKH® KAI MAPIA 
(Nicephorus III and Maria), 829 

EVAORACIA (EtBoxié BooiAicon, Eudocia 
Macrembolitissa), 792 
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+€VAOKIA S$ MIXAHA RC (Eudocia and 
Michael VII), 781, 784 


H_ RAAXEPNIT(I)CA (fh Baaxepvinicca), 
171, 747, 753, 758 

H_KUYPIWTICCA ( Kupiticoo), 171 

H NIKOMOIOC (i Nixorroids), 171 

HE’ for NE (? Neapolis), 86 


i and X, 596 

IhS XPS REX REGNANTIYM (‘Ingods 
Xpiorés Rex Regnantium), often with 
badly deformed letters, 154, 159, 162, 
487-9, 513-14, 582-5, 592-6, 613-26, 
708-10, 715-18, 724-6, 738-45, 750-2, 
756-7, 761-3, 767-10, 783-4 

IhSUS XRISTOS, 182, 463-4, 524, 548 

IhSHS XRISTYS DASILEY BASILE (‘Inoods 
Xpiotds Bagideds BaoiAécov), 182, 634, 
648-75 

InSHS XRISTHS TICA, 231, 251-3, 288, 
302-3, 330-1, 342-4, 366-7, 376-7, 
395-6, 430-3, 464-6, 491-2, 514-5, 
525, 554-8, 585-6, 596-8, 627 

+HAIOCEAHNATON (fAtooehnvéeroy), 57 

IMPERAT’ (or), see MIhAEL 

IPEN ATOST (Elpfyn atryouetn), 350 

IRIMH_ATOVSTI, 341-2 

IC and XC, 595-6, 623 

IC and XC, 159, 162, 182, 648-706, 729, 
752-3, 763, 774-8, 789-91, 794, 796, 
803-6, 816, 817-20, 824-8, 831-2, 
836-8 

Ie XC NI KA (or NI RA) in quarters of 
cross, 681-4, 705-6; beside head of 
Christ, 796-8 

TS XS bASILE bASIL(E), 
685-90 

FICAAKIOC RACIAEVE P(W)M (‘loodxios 
Baoihels “Peouateov, Isaac I), 761-3 

1® AN (lodvvns, John I) in field, 
596-8 

IOANN’ €N X-G) AVTOCRAT’ EVSED’ 
DASILEVS RWMAIG’  (‘leodvns ev 


182, 676-81, 


Xpiotg avtonpérap eloePis Bacidels 
“Pesudicay, John I), 596-8 

+IWMAN S EVAOKIA, see -+PWMAN S 
€VAOKIA 


K and cross, as monogram, 89, 322 

K and AEON (or A€WN) vertically (Con- 
stantine V and Leo IV), 312-14 

+KER,O, MIXAHA AECMOTH TW AOVKA 
(Koipie Border MixaitA Beondrn 76 Aotxe, 
Michael VII), 816 

+RE RO, PWMANU AECNOTH TW 
AIOFENE! (Kupie Borer “Paouawi Beo- 
métq 1 Atoyéver, Romanus IV), 
794 

KE ROHO, ICAAKIW OPEOAOTW) AEC- 
NOTH Ta) KOMNHHW (Kuipie Boris 
“looeaxiep sp00B0§~ Beonsd 71 76 Koun 
Isaac I), 763 

+Ke bOHOE! ROMANW ‘ECTIOTH 
(Kope Borie ‘Poowavés Seorétn, Ro- 
manus I), 544-5 

K ONC vertically (Constantine, son of 
Leo V), 3834 

KONCT (same), 384-5 

Ka, KWT (Constantine, son of Basil 1), 
504-5; (Constantine VII), 573 

+KWN RAC,A, O AOUKAC (Kavorav- 
Tivos Baowets 6 Actnos, Constan- 
tine X), 767-70 

KWN RACIA O AUK (same), 770 

+KWN RACIAEVC O AOVK (same), 777-8 

KWN MX ANA (Kavorévti0s, Mixeria, 
“Av6péuixos, Constantius, Michael VIL, 
Andronicus), 789-91 

+KWN S$ EVAOKIA MICTO! RACIAEIC 
PWMAIQN (Kovotavtives ai Evéoxic 
motol Baowdels ‘Poouatoov, Constan- 
tine X), 771 

KWNC (or KWNS) and AECN, vertically 
(Constantine V), 179, 236, 269, 311 

+KWNT AK EVAK AVEO (Kavorovtives 
6 Aovxas, EUBoKia avyouota, Constan- 
tine X and Eudocia), 774-6 
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AA (Atv, *ARGavBpos, Leo VI and 
Alexander), 522 

AE (Atv, Leo VI), 521-2 

AEOX (or AEON) vertically (Leo V), 
383-5 

AEON (Leo V), 385 

AEGON and NEOV, vertically (Agu & véos, 
Leo IV), 311 

AEON and AEC, vertically (Aéov Sond 
ms, Leo III), 178, 236, 269, 312-14 

+LEON bASIL S CONST AYSS’ (Aéov, 
Bagihsios Kai Kavortavtives atyoustor, 
Leo [VI], Basil I and Constantine), 
496-9; without $, 499-500 

LEON bASILS (Aéav Baowets, Leo Y), 
377-8 

LEON bASILE(4) (same), 380-3 

*LEON bASILEYS (same), 375-6, 383 


+LEON bASILEYS ROM(K) (Leo VI), 
515-16, 518-21 
+Leon Ce CONSTANTIN’ en XW 


EVSEbIS BASIL, ROM (Akwv xal Kaav- 
aravrivos tv Xpiord etioeBels Boothels 
“Peoucticov, Leo VI and Constantine VIT), 
515 

+LEON CE ALED’ AVGS’ (Aov Kai 
*ANEouBp0s atryovetor, Leo VI and 
Alexander), 491, 501-2 

+ LEON DESPOTISK (Leo V), 375 

Leon EN CRISSO bASILeYs ROMEON 
(Av av Xpiot Pamideds ‘Pavateov, 
Leo V1), 512 

LEON EN X-W BASILEYS ROMLN (same), 
512 

+LEWN EN XW EVSEbHS bASILEVS 
ROMAIN (same), 514 

+Leon €n @€O bASILeVs ROMEON 
(Aéav &v Osi Baoinets ‘Propaioov, same), 
515-16, 518-21 

LEON ET CONSTANT AYss’ ROM (Leo 
VI and Constantine VII), 513-14 

LEON PAP’ CONSTANTINOS PATHR (Atoow 
méamos Kaveravtivos ronip, Leo IIT 
and Constantine V), 328-30 


+LEON S ALEKIAN6ROS (Leo VI and 
Alexander), 516-18 

+LEON S$ ALEXZANSROS bASIL’ ROMEON 
(same), 516-18 

LEON $ CON (Leo III), 260-3 

Leon $ CONSZ’ (Leo V), 378-80 

Leon $ CONSTANTINE EC OE4 ASILIS: 
(éeov xoi Keovotawtiv0s éx Ocod BaorAcis, 
Leo III), 181, 251-3; without final 
pellet (Leo IV), 330-1 

+LEON $ CONSTANTINE EC EY bASILIS 
ROMAION (Leo V), 376-7 

Leon VS S €ss0N CONSTANTINOS O 
TEOS (Aéeov vids Kai Eyyoves, Keoverav- 
tivos 6 vios, Leo IV and Constan- 
tine VI), 328-30 

AK (Aéeov, Kevaravtivos, Leo V and Con- 
stantine), 385-6 


M and © (Miyrnp Groi), in field 1, 183, 
583-4; in field r., 750-2; in field 1 
and r., 719, 730; with OK and RO 
(Qcoréxe Borer) beneath, in field 1. and 
r., 795; with | beneath M, in field 1, 584 

M and Gy, in field 1, and r., 702-4, 812-15 

MO or MO, in field r., 592-6; vertically 
after inser., 592-4 

MO or MO in upper field center, 716-18 

MP and GV, 171, 183, 631, 692-4, 718, 
730, 732, 745-7, 753, 757-8, 770-3, 
784, 791-3, 807-9, 811-12, 830, 840; 
PP and GV, 812, 813; MD and OV, 813 

+MARIA+, 171, 183, 512 

MB (MixaiA, BactAetos), 91, 469-70 

+IMER O4 DEDOTL ASM 0 Els SE ELMIZWN 
ONC ANOT.X, (Mijmp O:0i BeB0fo0- 
uévn 6 els ce ErriLeav obx érrotuyxdve), 
631 

+MIhAEL IMPERATS (Michael imperator, 
Michael III), 177, 466-7 

MIX[ (Michael 1), 367 

+MIX EYAK KUNS (Miata, EvSoxicr, 
Kesverévrios, Eudocia Macrembolitissa), 
181, 783-4 
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MIXA vertically (Michael I), 369-70 

MIXAHA (Michael IIT), 468, 469 

+MIXAHA AVTOCRAT’ (MixaiA auto- 
xpérwp, Michael VI), 756-7 

MIXAHL (bA) (Mixar\A BoowAeds, Michael I), 
368-9; (Michael II), 399-403; (Mi- 
chael III), 464, 468 

-HMIXAHA RACI(A) © A (MixariA Bawiheds 
6 Aovxos, Michael VII), 803-7, 818-20 

+ MIXAHL bASILES (Michael I), 366, 368; 
(Michael II, with ¥ before inser.), 
396-7; (Michael III, with + before 
inscr.), 463-4 

XMIXAHL bASILEYS (Michael II), 394-5 

+MIXAHL bASILEHS RM (Michael IV), 
724-6 

+MIXAHL AESMOT (MixerhA Beorrdrns, 
Michael IV), 726 

+MIXAHL DESPOTIS (Michael III), 428- 
9, 430 

+MIXAHL €C @€4 PISTOS bASILEYS 
ROMAION (MixaHA & Oso mores 
Boornels ‘Peouaicov, Michael III), 465-6 

MIXAHL KAI MARIA TIICTO! RACIAGIC 
POMAIWN (MixoiiA xol Mapia morot 
Paoidels ‘Peouatoov, Michael VII), 183, 
810-11 

+MIXAHA MAPIA, see -+OKE ROHO 

+MIXAHL PISTOS MEGAS bASILEYS 
ROMAION (MixahA mords utyos Bast 
avs ‘Peouatcav, Michael ITT), 466 

+MIXAHL S$ CONSTANTIN’ (Michael IT 
and Constantine, son of Theophilus), 
425-8, 442 (CONSTANT), 446-7 
(CONST), 451 (completely blundered) 

MIXAHL S$ GECLA (MixaiiA Kal QéAo, 
Michael IIT), 461-3 

MIXAHL $ @EODOPA (same), 463 

MIXAHL $ QEOF’ (MixoriA Kal Oxdqidos, 
Michael II), 397 

+MIXAHL S$ @EOFILE €C O€4 ASILIS 
ROMAION (MixaiiA Kal @cdgide & 
Qc08 Baowrels ‘Peopotoov, Michael II), 
395-6 


MIXAHL S @EOFILOS (same), 398-9 

+MIXAHL S @€OFVLACTE EC OF BASILIS 
ROMAION (MixaiiA Kai OcogiAaxre &x 
Gros Pactrels ‘Pouaiov, Michael I), 
182, 366-7 

MIXAHL © (Michael IIT and Theodora?), 
467 

+MIXAHL @€ODORA $ ECLA EC 0’ 
DASILIS ROMAION (MixaiiA, GcoBeope 
xal Oba bk Ox0% Bacihels ‘Poopatov, 
Michael III), 464-5 

MYLTYS AN, 177 


N AEC vertically (Nixngdpos Seotétns, 
Nicephorus I), 361 

NEAMOAIC (Néarrodis, Naples), 85 

NI KA, see IC XC NI KA 

NICF vertically (Nicephorus II), 585~6 

TICFOROS bA (Nicephorus I), 359 

+NICHF EN XW AVTOCRAT €VSéb’ 
DASILEVS RUMAILY’ (Nukngépos év 
Xplor avroxpérenp eloeBits Paoteds 
“Poouatcov, Nicephorus II), 585-6 

+NICHF EN Q€W) bASILEVS RWMAIWN 
(Nicephorus IT), 586-8 

NICIFOR’ bAS’ (Nicephorus I), 357 

NICIFOROS BASILE’ (same), 355-7 

TICHFOP’ Ce BASIL’ AMSG b R’ (Nixngé- 
pos Kal Bacineios atyoucto: Bocihels 
“Popatcov, Nicephorus II), 181, 184, 
582 

TIChFORYS M (Nicephorus, son of Arta 
vasdus), 287 

NIK+OP, KAI RACIA’ AVI’ R, P, (Nixn- 
popes Kal BaoiAsios atigoveror Rooihels 
*Pcowateav, Nicephorus II), 184, 583 

NIKH vertically (Nicephorus 1), 360 

+NIKHOP A€CIT (Nicephorus III), 824, 
827 

+NIKHOP AECIIT TW RWTANIAT(H) 
(Nixngdp@ Beomét 14 Botawiéry, 
same), 825-7, 829-31 

NIKHO(P) KAI MAPIA TIICTOI RACIAEIC 
POMAIWIN (same), 829 
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+NIKH®OPOC TG RWTANIAT’ (same), 
828 

NNN XXX, vertically, beside M, 106, 
190; see also XXX NNN 


© ANTIOWNHT, (6 *Avripeovntis), 162, 
182, 729 

© XAAKHTHC (6 Xaaxiyrns), 160-1 

OAOTPAXON (éA¢tpaxov), 55 


11 or fi (dais, i.e., Cherson), 91, 469, 
504; AX (néAts Xepodivos), 91, 469, 525 

PA MUL, 177 

+IAAION OAOTRAXON (ronendv 6A6- 
tpaxov), 55 

PAPA (papa), 86 

TAPQENE CO! NOAVAINE OC HAMIKE 
MANTA KATOR@O! (Topétve oor r0- 
Avawe 5 AAmKe Tévra xKorropéot), 
719 

+PISTO €N @€O bASILEVS POMEON 
(Xpotdpopos ev Cel Baoideds “Poouatcav, 
Christopher, son of Romanus I), 561 

PP AVC, 177 


R, RI, and %R, mintmarks of Rome, 73, 
and see Index V 

RAV (Ravenna), 73, 93 

REX, see bASILINS REXX 

RM, 73, and see Index V (c) 

£, 2 (P and W ligatured, Romanus 1), 
571-2 

ROM, 73, 278 

PWM A (‘Pauavds Scondrns, Romanus 
IV), 795 

ROMAN’ AVTOCRAT’ ROM (‘Peouavds 
caroxpérreop ‘Poouatcov, Romanus Il), 
576-7 

+PWMAN BASILEVS RUM (Romanus I), 
562-5 

ROMAN CE CONSTAN[ (Romanus I and 
Constantine VII), 548 

ROMAN’ CONST’ €T XPISTOF’ b’ R’ 


(‘Peouavés, Keovoravrives et Xpioto96- 
pos Bootes ‘Paouaiav, Romanus I), 
547-8 

+PWMAN’ AECN (Romanus IV), 792 

ROMAN’ EN O€W bASILEVS PWMAILIN 
(Romanus 1), 562-5 

ROMAN’ EC CONSTANT’ A4SG’ b’ (same), 
543 

ROMAN’ €T XPISTOFO’ A4GS b’ (same), 
546-7 

+PUMAN S EVAOOKIA (‘Ponavds Kal 
Ev8oxia, Romanus IV), 789-92 

+ROMANO’ CONSTANT’ CE XPISTOF” 
€N XW) EVSEb’ bASIL’ R’ ("Peouowds, 
Keavotavtives kai Xpioropépos tv Xpiorg 
eioePels Bookels ‘Paouoiov, Roma- 
nus 1), 554 

+ROMANO’ CONSTANT’ STEFANOS CE 
CONSTA’ EN XW b’ R (‘Peopavds, 
Keovotavtives, Zrégovos xal Kevorav- 
tivos tv Xpiotd Bacidels ‘Peopaicov, 
same), 556-7 

ROMANO EV ©W b’ R’ (same), 555-6 

+ROMANO’ XPISTOFOR’ Ce CONSTAN’ 
€N XW EVSEb’ bASIL’ R’ (same), 555 


S, see also C 

SC and L (Sicilia), 84, 267-8 

SERGIV DVX (Sergius IIT, duke of Naples), 
85 

ST (for Stephanus, duke of Naples), 85 

STAVRACI bLOS (Eraupdxios BaotAe’s, 
Stauracius, son of Nicephorus I), 359 

STAVRACIS DESPO’ (Zroupéxtos Seomrd- 
‘ms, same), 355-7; blundered to 
TAVCHOEZPOHE, AVCICE2POHE, 354, 
361; to AICIOE2POHE, 450 


TAVCHOEZPOHE, see STAVRACIS 
‘DESPO’ 

TETAPTEPON (reraprnpév), 30 

@EK’ OEOF’ GE’ (BixAa, Oxdpihos, Oco- 
8cpa, Theophilus), 181, 428 


+OEOAWP(A) AVTOV(CTA) (r08dpa 
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ovyotota, Theodora, daughter of Con- 
stantine VIII), 750-3 

+@€OAOPA DESPVIA (Qco8epa BEo- 
rrowa, Theodora, wife of Theophilus), 
461-2 

Q€OFIL(OS) (Theophilus), 443-6 

@EOFILE AVSOVSTE SV TICAS (Cedqine 
atipouote ov vixdis), 435-41 

@€OFIL’ BASIL’, 435~41 

@€OFIL(OS) bAS(ILE’) and variants, 428- 
9, 430, 444, 446-9 

+OEOFILOS BASILE, 442 

X@EOFILOS bASI’ and variants, 429, 
441-2, 449-51 

 QEOFILS BASIL’, 433-4 

QEOFILO DESPS (Cedgrdos Beoréens), 
400-3 

+O€OFILOS DYLOS XPISTY PISTOS EN 
AVTO DASILEY’ ROMAION (GedgrA0s 
Boos Xpiotol morés bv otré aotAcls 
“Pcouateov), 180, 431 

+O€OFILOS EC OEY bASILEYS ROMAION, 
430 

+O€OFILOS EC O€4 TIOTOS bASILEYS 
ROMAION (GedgiAes & Qcod mords 
Baoideds ‘Peopafev), 432 

QEOFILOS $ CONSTANT’ (@sdpidos Kai 
Kesvoravtivos), 434 

+O€OFILOS $ CONSTANTINOS “OYLY 
XRISTH $ PISTY BASIL’ ROMAIO’ (@cd- 
ios Kai Kaveravtivos SoUAe1 Xpiorot 
xa moro! Baoihsis ‘Poopcicov), 430 

+OEOFILOS S$ MIXAHL EC € DASILIS 
ROMAION (Ocdqidos kal Mix éxe Gtot 
Bootsis ‘Pooucioov, Theophilus and 
Michael III), 432-3 

@EOOYA vertically (GeogiAcxtos, Theo- 
phylact, son of Michael I), 369-70 

TH{ JAC (same), 369 

QEOEYLACT (same), 368 

QEOFVLACTOS DE(SP)5 (same), 366 

+O€OTOC’ b’HO’ NICHF’ DESP’ (Oco- 
-réxe Borie Nungépa Seonérn, (Nice- 
phorus 11), 179, 583-5 


+EOTOC’ bOHO’ IW AECP (CroréKe 
BoriGer “lodvvn Seorsérn, John I), 179, 
592-6 

+@€OTOK’ ROHOE!, 771 

@CE BO, TOIS BASILS, (@cotdxe 
PoiiGer toils BaowAciot, Basil IL and 
Constantine VIII), 631 

@Ce bOHO’ RWMANG (Romanus III), 
715-18 

OKE BO, 730 

+ORE RO, KWN AECHOTH (Con- 
stantine X), 773 

ORE R,0, WN AECMOTH TW AOVKA 
(Constantine X), 773 

OKE RO, KWNCTANTING) AECNOTH 
TW MONOMAX’ (Qsoréxe Border Keov- 
oravtive SeoTtéTn 14 Movousyen, Con- 
stantine IX), 747 

+OKE RO, MIXAHA AECTIOTH TW 
AOVKA (Gcotéxe Bofider MiyaiyA Beo- 
arém 16 Aotxg, Michael VII), 814-15, 
817-18 

+OKE RO NIKHOP TU) AECNOTI TW 
MEAICHNG (Gordke Bofifer Nunedpp 
1 BeowSry 16 Medionvé, Nicephorus 
Melissenus), 840 

+OKE R,0, PWMANW AECTIOTH TW 
AIOTENE! (Geordne Porider ‘Pouavs 
BeorroTn 16 Atoyéver, Romanus IV), 793 

+OKE RO TAC RACIAICCIC +ZWHN S 
QCOAW’ (Ccordxe Borer 78s Basthioors 
Zéonv xaii QccoBeapav, Zoe and Theodora), 
732 

+OKE ROH® +€VAOKIA S MIXAHA RC 
(Eudocia and Michael VII), 784 

+OKE ROHO +MIXAHA (S) MAPIA (Mi- 
chael VII and Maria of Alania), 807-10 

+OKE ROH® RUMAN’ AECTIOT (Ro- 
manus III), 718 

+OKE ROHO HUMAN S EVAKRIM, often 
blundered (@zoréxe PotiGer ‘Peouavés 
xal E(Boxig, Romanus IV), 791-2 

+OKE ROHO TW CW AUAW +NIKHO 
AEC Ta) ROTAN(IAT) (Qcoréxe Portier 
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1G 0 Bova Nixngdpe Seorrdty TH 
Boraveiérn, Nicephorus III), 830-1 

+OKE ROHOE! KWNCTANTINW AEC- 
TIOTH TW AUKA (Geotéxe Borer Kove 
ravtivep Beonéty 16 Aovxg, Constan- 
tine X), 71-3 

+OKE ROH@E! MIXAHA AECTIOTH TW 
AUKA (Michael VII), 813 

+OKE ROHOE! MIXAHA OPEOAOCTO) 
AECMOTH (Georéxe Porifer Miyata 
epb0BSEe Berndt, Michael VI), 758 

HORE ROHOE! OEOAWPA AECTIOINH 
TH TIOPOVPOFENNITO) (coréxe Bort- 
Ger Ccobdopg Béomown TH Toppupoyev- 
vite, Theodora, daughter of Constan- 
tine VIII), 753 


VICTOR ASVA, 270 

VICTOR AVS4, 269, 271-2 

VICTORIA, 270, 280 

VICTORIA AVY, 241-2, 251, 264, 280 
VICTORIA AVSHS, 246, 248 


VICTRIA, 270 

VICTRVS, 270 

+VMEPATIA @EOTOKE R’ (‘Yaepayia 
Gcoréxe BoriGei), 183, 541 


X (Xepodsvos, Cherson), 91, 469 

& € (error for IC XC), 680 

XN, beside M, 306-7, 331-4, 345-6 

XX AA, beside M, vertically, 257-8 

XXX NNN, beside M, vertically, 106, 
259-63, 303-5, 307, 308, 357-8, 377-80, 
396-9, 433-4, 448-9 

XOX NON, beside M, vertically, 446 

XPISTOF’ ET CONST’ AYSS’ b’ (Xpioto- 
popes et Kavotavtives atryoveror Bact 
Aets, Christopher and Constantine VII), 
544 

XPISTOFOP bAS POM’ 
561; see also +PISTO .. 


(Christopher), 


+ZWH AVIOVCT(H) (Zoe, daughter of 
Constantine VIII), 729, 730 


INDEX V 


Marks oF VaLur, Monocrams, LETTERS, ETC. 


(a) Marks of Value 


é 107, 295, 305 
1 107, 254, 259 


K, 107, 254, 257-8, 260, 263, 295, 304-8 


XXX, 89, 107, 278 


M. 68, 107, 233, 235, 236, 253-7, 259-62, 267-8, 295, 303-7, 331-4, 344-6, 347, 350, 
357-8, 364, 372, 377-80, 388-9, 393, 396-9, 403-4, 408-9, 421, 433-4, 446, 448-9, 


460, 468-9 
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(b) Imperial Initials and Monograms, 
arranged in Chronological Order of Emperors 


A age (Leo III), 267, 271 


K, K surmounted by cross (Constan- 
tine V), 89, 322 

A, AK (Leo V, Leo V and Constantine), 
374, 380, 385-6 

M (Michael IT, doubling as mark of value), 
388, 389, 398-9, 403-5 

© (Theophilus, on folles of Michael Il), 
388, 389, 398-9, 403-5 

MB (Michael IIT, with Basil?) 191, 469-70 

B, BA (Basil I), 191, 486, 504-6 

K, K"@ (Constantine, son of Basil I), 191, 
486, 504-5 

A, A€ (Leo VI), 191, 511, 521-2 

‘AA (Leo VI and Alexander), 191, 522 

A (Alexander), 191, 511, 522, 525 


a nf (Constantine VII), 191, 339, 540, 
570, 573 


PO, £, 2, %, of, nb On Re 


manus Mm 191, 537, 539, 556-7, 570, 
571-3 


XP (Christopher, son of Romanus 1), 191, 
539, 571 


ona ae (Romanus II), 191, 540, 


ath 575, 577 


me Fe wpe (Nicephorus II), 191, 580, 
(385-6. 588 


a ne ne is (John 1), 191, 596-8 


ag (Basil 11), 191, 601, 632-3 


(Romanus IV), 788, 796-7 


is 


a H 
n : (Nicephorus III), 823, 831-2 


i E p (Nicephorus Bryennius), 833-8 


- a despotes), 788, 795 
Af (for despotes), 191, 539, 572 


os) (for despotou), 191, 588 


Ege (for despotou), 191, 598, 601, 632-3 


(c) Letters and Symbols, other than Imperial Monograms 


Letters and symbols in the field or after inscriptions are much less numerous and 
important in the eighth and subsequent centuries than they had been in the seventh. 
For iC XC, MP GV, NI KA (and variants), and for names or words partly spelled out in 
the field (e.g., CTAV, ANNO XX), see Index IV. 


(1) In field 1. 
#*, on Roman &, 322 


(2) In field r. 


A on Ravennate A’ (date), 93, 298, 323 

A surmounted by cross (date), on Raven- 
nate 4’, 298, 323 

L, on Italian A’, 282 

N, on Italian 47, 281 


R on Roman A’, 87, 88, 297, 319, 321 

B, on Italian A’, 281-2; on Ravennate 47 
(date), 298, 324; on Roman 4, 88, 297, 
319 

T, on Roman #7, 88, 297, 319, 321 
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A, on Roman A’, 88, 297, 319, 321 

Z, on 4 of Aistulf (date), 93 

H, on A of Aistulf (date), 93 

©, on Ravennate 4’, 239, 279; on Sicilian 
47, 309 

I, on Sicilian A’, 84, 265-7 

K, on Neapolitan 4, 271; on Italian 4’, 
280; on Sicilian 4’, 380-1; on Sicilian 
#, 374, 385 





A on Neapolitan A’, 271; on Sicilian , 
374, 385; on Sicilian 47, 380-1 

P, on Sicilian solidi, 264 

C, on Sicilian 47, 84, 265-6 

+, on Cherson E, 486 

pellet, 304 

>, on Neapolitan A’, 269-70 

%* on Roman A’, 88, 273, 275, 276; on 
Italian 47, 324 


(3) In field b. and r. 


A and %, on Italian , 280-1 

B and A, on folles (= Booidels?), 178, 
331-2 

K and +, on Sicilian , 374 

Land +, on Roman 4, 88, 272 

R and |, on Roman A’, 87, 88, 297, 320, 
321, 327, 335 

Rand M, on Roman 4’, 87, 88, 273, 275, 
297, 318 

Sand T, on Neapolitan 2, 85 

& and +, on Roman A’, 88, 275, 277 

P and #, on Roman AV, 88, 272 

€ and +, on Roman A’, 88, 273, 276 

land &, on Roman 4’, 88, 297, 319, 321; 
on Neapolitan (?) A”, 315 

Jand B, on Roman AV, 88, 285, 289 

land A, on Ravennate AY (date), 93, 298, 
323 

land €, on Roman A’, 88, 297, 320, 321; 
on Ravennate A’ (date), 93, 298, 323 


land :. on Roman AV, 88, 275, 277 


C and |, on Sicilian 4’, 84, 374; on 
Sicilian AB, 384-5 

+ and R, on Roman AV, 87, 88, 274, 276, 
317-18 

% and A, on Roman 4/, 88, 274,276 

»* and B, on Roman W, 88, 274, 276 

%* and [, on Roman 4/, 88, 274, 276 

+ and A, on Roman A’, 88, 272, 274, 276 


* and a on Roman AV, 88, 274, 276 


# and Z, on Roman A, 88, 274, 277 

% and H, on Roman AY, 88, 274, 277 

% and ©, on Roman 4, 88, 275, 277 

+ and I, on Roman AV, 88, 275, 277 

# and #, on Roman A’, 88, 273, 275, 276, 
278, 285, 288-9; on Neapolitan (?) 4’, 
315-16 

X and *, on Italian A’, 88, 324 


* and % on Roman J, 88, 297, 320, 321 


(4) After Inscriptions 


This list includes the officina and control marks on eighth-and ninth-century coins, 
whose occurrence is much less regular than had been the case in earlier centuries. It does 
not include the terminal letters of blundered inscriptions, which are unlikely to have been 
functional in character, or abbreviation marks (usually ’ or 5). 


A or A, 241, 243, 245, 286, 287, 300, 429, A, 245, 246, 251; AC, 242 


461-2 €, 241, 246, 251, 355-6, 366, 375, 394, 
B, 241, 243; B, 301, 395; b, 243; b, 287 395, 424, 427-8, 449, 450 
Pr, 243 


S, 241, 246, 248 
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Z, 243, 244, 246; ZC, 242 

H, 241-2, 243, 246 

©, 242, 244, 246, 286, 287, 299 (@C), 
300-1, 328, 341-2, 356, 426-7, 429 

©, 349, 355 

1, 242, 243, 246 

A, 376, 425, 426 

Ti, 272 


C, 242, 299, 450 

©, 301 

X, 349, 355, 356, 366, 375, 376, 394, 425, 
426, 449 

%, 264, 272 n. 

269, 272 n. 

N, 299; preceding inscription, 245 








(8) Elsewhere 


A, officina letter beneath mark of value, 
80, 254-63, 303-7, 316, 331-2, 344.6, 
350, 357-8, 377-8 

B, similar, 80, 255, 256, 260, 262, 263, 304 

I, similar, 80, 254, 256 


©, beneath M, 80, 388, 389, 398-9, 403-5, 
421, 433-4, 448-9, 468-9 

A, in exergue, 314 

2%, on labarum, 134; on shield, 190, 254 


(a) Decorative or Privy Marks 
New categories of symbols came into use in the tenth and eleventh centuries, to some 
extent replacing the old varieties of letters and symbols that had disappeared. Some may 
have been purely decorative, others were almost certainly functional. The following indices 
cover the main categories, apart from the varying designs of the labarum (* 
which are set out in tabular form, under reigns, on pp. 136-7. 





(1) Above and Beneath Inscriptions across Field 
‘The signs above the inscriptions often consist of, or include, one or two marks of 
abbreviation, but since the distinction between the slightly pear-shaped ornamental 


marks and the bar-like abbreviation marks is not always clear, no distinction is made 
here between them. 


(a) On silver coins 
— beneath, 631 —+— above, —— beneath, 763, 815, 817 





Nothing above, — 





— above, — — beneath, 753, 773 
— above, «++ beneath, 773, 793 

— above, —- — beneath, 793, 813 

— and ++ above, —- — beneath, 794 

— and — — above, — X — beneath, 794 
above and beneath, 630, 811, 840 











above, — — beneath, 816 
——-— above, —+— beneath, 758, 771-2 
——- above, — — beneath, 747 








++ above, beneath, 773 

—+— above and beneath, 590, 598, 629 

—+- above, —+— beneath, 810-11, 
816, 829 


— above and beneath, 590, 598, 
627-9, 630 

— above and beneath, 537, 556-7, 
585-6, 590, 596-7, 629, 630 

— above and beneath, 629, 630 

—@ — above and beneath, 611, 632 

— * — above and beneath, 629 

++ — above and beneath, 629 

+ +++ above and beneath, 629 

+ above and beneath, 631 

* beneath, 747 
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(b) On copper coins 


Nothing above, pellet beneath, 645, 651-2, 
658 

Nothing above, + beneath, 484, 498 

Nothing above, * beneath, 484, 488-520 

Pellet above, nothing beneath, 645, 652 

Pellet above, pellet beneath, 645, 646, 
652, 664 

Cross above and beneath, 645, 646, 663-4 

— + above and beneath, 645, 674, 690 

— + above, —u — beneath, 685-9 

— — above, —w — beneath, 687 

— above and beneath, 645, 652 

— ~ above and beneath, 645, 653 

—+ = above and beneath, 645, 653 

— above and beneath, 645, 653, 673, 

615 

— above and beneath, 645, 661 

++ above and beneath, 645, 653 

above and beneath, 645, 662 

++ above and beneath, 645, 662 

= — above and beneath, 645, 646, 655, 
658, 664 

— © — above and beneath, 645, 647, 658, 
665, 668-9, 675 

—© above and beneath, 645, 662 

— © — above and beneath, 645, 646, 656 

—© — above and beneath, 645, 658-9 











—A-— above and beneath, 645, 646, 656, 
669 

—+ A+ —above and beneath, 645, 646, 656 

—R — above and beneath, 645, 657 

—T —above and beneath, 645, 646, 665 

—h— above and beneath, 645, 657 

— A — above and beneath, 645, 646, 656 

—+A-— above and beneath, 645, 657 

—P —above and beneath, 645, 657 

—C — above and beneath, 645, 670 

— vu — above and beneath, 645, 658 

—+9+— above and beneath, 645, 663 

—w — above and beneath, 645, 673-4 

++ above and beneath, 645, 663, 

— — above and beneath, 645, 647, 664, 
671 

— >X¢ — above and beneath, 645, 665, 

— © — above and beneath, 645, 670 

+ + above and beneath, 645, 646, 664 

Ht (2) above and beneath, 645, 646, 653 

Xt above and beneath, 645, 654 

— above and beneath, 645, 650 

D above and beneath, 645, 671-2 

<> above and beneath, 645, 650, 656, 
659-60, 664, 670 

atm above, “4” beneath, 645, 661, 
665-8, 674, 675 








(2) In Arms of Christ's Nimbus-Cross 


‘This does not include simple pellets whose number (one, two, or three) seem to have 
usually depended on the space available. It does include the few signs which occur in or 


on the nimbus, but not in the cross arms. 


© 616 
= 615 

+l 617; with pellet in each quarter of 
cross, 617 

664, 674 

617 

618, 664-7, 700-1 (no nimbus), 805-6; 
with pellet in each upper quarter, 
680-1 











667-8, 724-6, 8046; 

in side ones, 673 

18, 619-20, 623 

* 675, 

+ 663-4 

2 669-70 

x 670 

1 671-2; with pellet in each upper 
quarter, 676-80 


in upper 
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Wedge, 615, 622 

3 pellets on rim of nimbus, 614-5 

double lines to cross, 615, 617, 618; to 
nimbus, 617, 618, 619, 623 


© 671; © in upper arm, ++ in side ones, 
673-4; in each upper quarter, 621-2, 
708-9, 740-1 

Bar, 614 


(3) On Cover of Gospel Book Held by Christ 


The book decorations form two groups, one consisting of simple ornaments, the other 
of ornaments surrounded by a dotted border. The book accompanying the Pantocrator 
bust (Type VIII) has invariably a dotted border, with either no pellets, one pellet, or two 
pellets in the central space. These varieties are not listed here, since the form in each 
instance seems to depend on the space left available by the thumb extending across the 
cover and has otherwise no meaning. The others are given in the following list. 


796-7, 806, 817-18, 819-20, 824 ® 670 
Eight pellets in two rows 463-4 777-8, 794, 804-5, 818-19, 820 
671-2, 676-80, 685-90, 694-9, 702-4, 3K 662, 668-9, 670 











715-18, 738-40, 750-3, 762, 767-8, 
714-6, 783-4, 794, 816, 825-9, 831-2; 
in dotted border, 661, 667 

@ 487-9, 524-5, 542-48 

@ 513-14, 549, 551-2, 576-7, 661-2 

® 761, 762; in dotted border, 668 


+ 663-4 

Fi or BY 648-661, 681-4, 742, 744-5, 763, 
and all coins with Pantocrator bust, 
Sor which see Index III, sv. Christ, bust 
of (Class VIII) 


PLATES 


PLATE XXX 


BASIL I (1) 


Constantinopte (4, R, 2) 





PLATE XXXI 


BASIL I (2) 


Constantinorte (42) 





PLATE XXXIL 


BASIL I (3) 


ConstANTINoPLE (4) 





PLATE XXXII 


BASIL I (4) 


Consrantinopte (42) 





Syracuse (Base 4’) 


Ee 
SS 


13b.1 





® @& 


a2 17a.3 17e 


@ @G 





20b1 


PLATE XXXIV 


LEO VI (1) 


Consranrinorte (7, R, Z) 










E) 
feressasty 
SCTE 


S¢ i : 


PLATE XXXV 


LEO VI (2) 


Consranrixorte (4) 





CHERSON (42) 


GO 86 
eG SCO 


ALEXANDER 





Consrantivorzz (4, AR) 





CueRson (4) 


PLATE XXXVI 


CONSTANTINE VII anp COLLEAGUES (1) 


ConstantiNopLe (A) 





PLATE XXXVH 


CONSTANTINE VII anp COLLEAGUES (2) 


ConstantiNopLe (A, AR) 





R161 18.3 18.6 (19) 








PLATE XXXVIIT 


CONSTANTINE VII anp COLLEAGUES (3) 


ConstantinopLe (2) 





PLATE XXXIX 


CONSTANTINE VII anp COLLEAGUES (4) 


Consrantinope (42) 





PLATE XL 


CONSTANTINE VII anp COLLEAGUES (5) 


CHeRson (48) 





ROMANUS IT 
ConstantinopLe (A) CHERsoN (B) 
3a3 3ad 


of, 





PLATE XLT 


NICEPHORUS II 


CoxstantinopLe (47, R, B) 





PLATE XLT 


JOHN I 


Consrantinopte (47, R) 





Cuerson (B) 


& © @@ 





PLATE XL 
BASIL I (1) 


Consranrinopte (A’) 





PLATE XLIV 


BASIL II (2) 


ConsTantiNoPLE (4) 





PLATE XLY 


BASIL II (3) 


Consraxtinorte (4’) 





PLATE XLVI 
BASIL II (4) 


ConstantinopLe (A) 


182.2 





PLATE XLVIL 


BASIL II (5) 


ConsrantiNoPLe (AR) 





PLATE XLVI 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (1) 


Crass Al 





Crass A2 





PLATE XLIX 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (2) 


Crass A2 





PLATE 


u 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (3) 


Crass A2 





PLATE LI 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (4) 


Chass A2 





PLATE ut 
ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (5) 


Chass A2 





232.10 


PLATE LUT 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (6) 


Crass A2 





PLATE LIV 
ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS A (7) 


Crass A2 


A2ZATAL 





PLATE LY 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASSES A (8), B 


Crass A2 Inrrations 





Ciass B IMIrations 





PLATE LVI 


CONSTANTINE VIII 


a 





PLATE LVI 


ROMANUS III (2) 





PLATE LVI 


MICHAEL IV (2) ZOE ZOE anp THEODORA 


‘THESSALONICA 





PLATE LIX 


CONSTANTINE IX (2) 





PLATE LX 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASSES C, D 


Crass C 





Crass D 





PLATE LXt 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASSES E-G 


Ciass E 





Chass G 





PLATE LXIL 


THEODORA 





PLATE LX 


ISAAC I 





24 
33 


CONSTANTINE X (1) 











—— 1b4 


PLATE LXIV 


CONSTANTINE X (2) 





PLATE LXV 


EUDOCIA 





PLATE LXVI 


MICHAEL VII (1) 





PLATE LXVIT 


MICHAEL VII (2) 


6@ &©S 6S 


13b 





PLATE LXVIIT 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASSES H-M 


Crass H 





Crass I 





Crass K Crass L CLass M 





PLATE LXIX 


NICEPHORUS III (1) 





PLATE LXX 


NICEPHORUS III (2) axp RIVALS 


NicerHorus IIT 





NICEPHORUS ANONYMOUS FOLLES, CLASS N 
MELISSENUS 


R(t) & ‘ee 
EN1 





